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. THE 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE, 



VtRE AT Cities require public t3ieatrcs> 
and romances arc ncccflary to a corrupt 
people. I faw Ae raanoa-s ^ the times^ 
and have publiflied thefe letters. WouM 
to heaven I^ad lived in^tn age when ! ought 
rather to liave thrown thena in the' fire! 

Though I appear only as the editor of 
thiswrork, i confefs I have had fome Ihare 
in the ccnnpofition, But am I the fole 
author, and, iS the entire correfpondenc^ 
fifUtious? Ye people of the worW, of 
wh^t impwtanee is It to you ?i Certainly, 
to you it is all a fiftioli. • ^^ \ 

Every honeft man will avov^ the books 
which he publiflies. I havfe prfefixed my 
aame to thefe letters, riot with a defign 
to appropriate them to myfelf, but that 1 
might be tofw^able for them. If they 

Vol.; I. .A deferve 
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ddfctvc ceilfure, let it fall on me: if they 
have any merit, I am not ambitious of the 
praife. If it is a bad book I^tm the more 
obliged to own it : I do liot wifh to pafs 
► for better than I am. 

As to the reality of the hiftory, 1 de- 
clare, that, though I have been ieveral 
times in the country of the two lovers, I 
never heard either of Baron d'Etangej 
his daughter, Mr. -Orbc, Lord B , 
OT Mr. WoImar« J muft alfo inform the 
reader that tbe^e are feveral topogiaphical 
errors in this work ; but, whether they 
are the effedsof ignorance or defign, I 
leave undetermined. This is all I am at 
Kberty to fay : let every one think as he 
pleaies. 

The book feems not calculated for an 
extenfive circulation, as it is not adapted 
to the generality of readers. The fiyle 
will offend people of tafte, to auftere men 
the matter will be alarming, and all the 
&ntimen(8willfeem unnatural tothdfewho 
know not what is meant by the word 
VIRTUE. It ought to di^leafe the devotee, 
the libertine, the philofopher ; to (hock all 
the ladies of gallantry, and to fcandalife 
every modeft woooan. By whoiD> there- 
fore. 
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fore, will it be approved? Perhaps only 
by myfelf. Certain I am, however, that 
it will not meet with moderate approbatioa 
from any one. . 

Whoever may refolvc to read theie let- 
ters ought to arm himfelf with patience ^ 
againft faults of language, rufticity of 
fiile, and pedantry of expreffion ; he ought 
to remember that the writers are neither 
natives of France, wits, academicians^ 
norphiloibphers; but that they are young 
and unexperienced inhabitants of a remote 
village, who miftake the romantic extra- 
vagance of their own imagination for 
phUofophy. 

Why ibould I fear to fpeak my 
thoughts? This coUedion of fetters, with 
tH dieir gothic air, will better fuit a mar- 
ried lady than books of philofophy : it may 
even be of fervke to thofe who, in an irre- 
gular courfe of life, have yet preferved 
ibmc a£fedion for virtue. As to young 
"ladies, they are out of the queilion; no 
chafte virgin ever read a romance : but if 
perchance any young girl fhould dare to 
read a fingle page of this, ihe is inevitably 
loft. Yet, let her not accufe me as the 
caufe oi her perdition : the mifchief was 
A 2 done 



it AUTHOR'S PREFACE, 

done bjpfore ; and fince fht ha^ beguti let 
her proceed, for Hie has nothing tvorfe to 
fear. 

May the auftere reader be difgufted in 
the firft volume, revile the Editor, and 
throw the ^book into the fire. I fhafl not 
complain of injuftke; for prob^ljr in his 
phce, I might have afted in the fame 
manner. Butif, after. having read to the 
end, any one fhould think fit to blame 
tne for having publiflied the book, let him^ 
if he pleafes, declare his^ opinion to all the 
world, except tonie; for I perceive it 
would never be in iny power to efteem 
>^ch a man. 
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TRANSLATOR. 



1 T is by no means my dcfign to fVcH the volume, 
ov d«tain the reader from the pleafure he ihaj reai-^ 
Ibnably expeft in the perufal of this work : I fay 
reafinahlyj becaufe the author is a writer of great 
reputation. My £>le intention is ta give a concif^ 
srceoont of my conduct in the execution of this ar- 
d^ttous ta&v wd to anticipate fuch accusations as 
may naturally be expected horn fome readers: I 
in«an thofe who are m^erkStlj acquainted with 
^he French language, or who happen to entcrtaia 
improper ideas of tranflations in general. 

If I had chofbn to preferve the original title, it 
would have flood thus : Jurta^ or the netu Ehi/a, 
in the general title page 5 and, in the particular 
one, L^Urs of two lovers i inhahitanfs of a fmall viU 
lagi at iht foot of the Alps ^ coUeSled and publifbed^ 
Ice* Whatever objeftlon I might have to this title, 
upon the whole, . my principal reafon for prefer- 
ring the name of Eloi(a to that of Julia, was, be- 
caufe the public fcenaed unanimous in difiinguifh- 
A3 mg 
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ing the ii^ork hf the former rather than the latter, 
and I was the more cafily determined, as it was a 
matter of no importance to the reader. 

The Englifli nobleman who a£6 a confiderable 
part in this romance is called in the original Lord 
Bom/loftfVfhkh I fuppofe M. Rouflean thought to 
be an Englifh namei or at Icaft very like one. It 
may poffibly found well enough in the fears of a 
Frenchman ; but I believe the EngElh reader will 
not be offended with me for having fubftituted 
that of Lord B— — in its room. It is amazing 
that the French novelifts (hould be as ignorant of 
our common names, and the titles of our nobility, 
las they arc of our manners. They feldom men- 
tion our country, or attempt to introduce an En- 
gli(bcharaAer, without cxpofing themfelves to our 
ridicule. I have feen one of their celebrated roman- 
ces! in which a Britifh noUcman, called the Duke 
of Workinjheton, is a principal pcrfonagc ; and ano- 
ther, in which the one identical lover of the 
heroine is fometimes a Duke, (bmetimes an Earl, 
and fometimes a fimple Baronet* Catomhrtige is^ 
with them, an Englifh city : and yet they endea- 
vour to impofe upon their readers by pretending 
their novels are tranflations from the Englifh. 

"With regard to this chef d*osuvre of M. Rouf- 
feau, it has been received with uncommon avidity 
in France, Italy, Germany, Holland, and, in 
Ihort, in every part of the Continent where the 
French language is underftood. In England, bc- 
^dcs a very confiderable number firft imported, 
it haA tj^cn many times reprinted; but,, how 

muck 
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much focTer the world might be delighted with 
the originalj I found it to be the general opinion 
of my countrymen^ that it was one of thofe books 
which could not poffibly be translated with any 
tolerable degree of jufticc to the author : and this 
general cphioftf I own, was a motive with me for 
undertaking^the work. 

There are, in this great city, a coniiderabic 
number of induftrious labourers, who maintain 
themieWes, and perhaps a^ numerous family, by 
writing for the bookfellers, by whom they arc 
ranged in ieparate clafles, according to their dif- 
ferent abilities^ the very lowed clafs of all being 
that of Tra^JJators* Now, it cannot be Aippofed 
that^men,.,who are deemed incapable of better 
employment, can be pctfeftly acquainted*^either. 
with their own or with any other language : be- 
fides, were they ever ib well qualified, it becomes 
their duty to execute as much work in as b'ttle 
_timeas poJHble ; for, at all events, they muft have 
bread : therefore^ it were unreafonable to expeft 
they (hould fpend their precious moments in por* 
ing over a difficult fentence, in order to render 
their verHon the more elegant. This I take to be 
the true realbn why our tranflations from the 
French are in general fo extremely bad. 

Iconfcfs, the idioms of the two languages arc 
very different, and that therefore it will, in fomc 
inflances, be impoffible to reach the delicacy of 
exprefiion in aii elegant French writer ; but, in 
rettu-n, their language is frequently fo vague and 
diffufe, that it muft be entirely the fault of the 

EngUfli 
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Englifh tranflalor if he docs not often improve 
Mpon his original j but this witl never be the cafc^ 
unlefs we fit down with a defign to tranftate the 
iJfas rather than the words of our author. 

Moft of the tf anflations which I have read, ap- 
pear like a thin gaufe fpread over the original ; tlie 
French language appears through every paragraph;, 
this U pntirelj owing to the want of attention, 
Or want of ability, in the tranflator. Mr. Pope, 
and fome few others, have (liown the world, that 
not only the ideas of the moft fiiblimc writers 
may be accurately exprcfled in a tranffetion, but 
that it is poffible to improve and adorn them with 
beauties peculiar to the £ngli(h language. 

If, in the following pages, the reader expeAs^ 
to find a 'fervile, literal tranflation, he will be 
xniftaken. I never could, and never will, copy 
the fiailings of my author, be his reputation ever 
fo great, in thofe inftances where they evidently 
proceed from want of attention. M. Rouffeau 
writes with great elegance, but he fomctimes 
wants propriety of thought, and accuracy of 
ezpreiSon. 

As to the real merit of this performance, the 
uaiverfal approbation it has met with is a ftronger 
recommendation than any thing I could fay in its 
praife. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

7 HE following Dialogue was originally intendei 
as a Preface /^ Eloisa ; hut its form and length 
permtting me to prefix tttthat Work only a few 
extroBs from it, I now puhlift> it entire^ ' in hopes 
tbat it will he found to contain fome ufeful Unts 
concerning Romances in general. BefidiSf I thought 
it proper td wait till the Book had taken its chance^ 
hefore I dif cuffed its inconveniences and advantagssy 
being unwilling either to injure the Boiskfeller^ or 
ppplicaU the indulgence of the Public* 



DIALOGUE, ^c. 



JRP.ThERE, take your m^nufcript: I have: 
read it qufte thropgh, 

R.^tite through >' L undcrftand you: yo» 
think there arc not many Tcadcrs will follow your 
caeamj^le. 

N. Vel duOf vet nemo. 

R^ Turpe tsf* mtferabile^ But let mc have youi? 
finccrc opinioo. 

N^ I dare not. 

R. You have dared to* the utmoft by that fin- 
gle word : pray, explain yourfelt 

N. My opinion depends on your anfwer ta 
this queftion : Is it a real> or fiAitious correfpon^ 
dence ? 

-R* I cannot perceive the confequence. In or- 
der to give one's fentiments o£ a book^ of what 
importance can it be to know how it was, written ? 

N. In this cafe it is of great importance. A 
]^ortrait has its merit if it refembles the original^ 
he that original ever fo ftrange ; but in a pii^ure 

which 
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which V5 the produce of imzgmdXiOb, every human 
. figure ftiould refemble human nature, or the pic- 
ture is of no value j yet, fuppofing them both 
good in their kind, there is this difference, the 
portrait is intercfting but to a few people, whiiflr 
the.:i;i£lure will pleafe the public in general. 

R, I conceive your meaning. If thefc letters- 
are portraits, they are uninterefting -, if tfaey are: 
pKlures, they are ill done* Is- it not fo ? 

iNT.-Predfely. 

'j?. Thus I (hall fnatch your anfwcrs before you. 
fpeak. But, as I cannot reply direaiy to your 
<juefrion, I muft beg leave to propofe one in mj^ 
turn. Suppofe the worft : myEloifa — 

J?. O ! if fht had really exifted. 

R. Well. 

N. But certainly it is no more than a fi£iiqn» 

R. Be it fo. 

N. Why, then, ther^ never was any thing- 
more abfurd : the letters are no letters, the ro- 
mance is no romance, and the pcrfonagcs ar« 
people of another world. 

iJ. I am forry for it, for the fake of thiy. 

iST. Confole yourfelf V there is no want of 
fboFs among us^ but yours hive no exiflencc in 

-tiature. , . • j .«. r 

R I could— —No, I perceive the dnft of 

your curiofity. But why do you judge fo pre- 
cipUatfely ? ' Can you be ijgnorant how ihdely 
human nature diBtrs from itftlf ? how oppoftte 
its charafterifticsf how p^ejudice^ana manners 
Tary actording to times, places, and age ? Who 
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k it tliat can prcfcribe bounds to nature^ and fay, 
Thns fiar (halt thou ga> and nd farther ? 

iV. If foch rcafoning were allowed, monfters^ 
gi^ms, pygmies, and chimeras of all kinds might 
be fpecifically admitted into nature: every ob- 
jeft would be disfigured, and we fhoutd have na 
fjpmmon model of ourfelves* I repeat it, in » 
^£Uufi of faumaa nature every figure Ihould re* 
femble man^ 

JR.. I coflfefs it-, but then, we ihould diftin-* 
gmifh between the variety in human ns^ure andr 
that which is eflcritial to it. What would yoUi 
fay of one who ihould only be able to knom 
mankind in the pt£hire of a Frenchman ? . 

jV. What would you fay of one, who, without 
oxpreifing features or ihape» ihould paint z hu- 
man figure covered with a veil ? Should we not 
have reafon to aik, where is the man i 

R. Wit^ut^xpteffing fcatwJFCs or ihape — Ifr 
this juft? There is no .perfedkm in human 
nature: that i^, indeed, chimcricai.. A young 
virgin in lovc with virtue, yet fwerving from it» 
dictates, but reckdmed by the horror of a greater 
crime— a toa tatj frieod puniihed at laft by her 
own heart for faer culpable indulgenee-*-a youngs 
man, honeft and fenfible, but weak ; yet in 
wGtds a philoftfAei^'-ttni old gtntienuui faigottedr 
to his nobility, and fiunnScing every thing to 
c^inion^a generom and brave' EiiglHhman, 
psJk>natdf wib^ imd| vitboi^ JMf«D, alway» 
ifeaftining^ 
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N. A hufbandi hofpitable and gaf, eager to 
introduce into his family his wife's quondam 
paramour. 
^. I refer you to the infrription of the platCi. 
: A^. Lis belles ames—VaL&lj fine ! 

R. O philofophy! What pains thou ttkeft 
CO contrail the heart, and leflen human naturel 

Ni It is fallacioufly elevated by a romantH 
imagination. But to the point — The two 
friends — ^What do you fay of them ? — and. that 
flidden converfion at the altar? — divine grace^, 
no doubt. 

R. But, Sir— 

N, *A pious chriftian, not inftrufHng her. 
children in their catechifm v. vrho dies without 
praying; whofe death neverthelefs edifies the 
parfoD, and converts an Atheifi-^O ! 

R. Sir 

Nk As to the reader being interefted, his coiw 
cera is univerfal, aad therefore next to none.. 
Not one bad adion ; not one wicked man to 
make us fear the good. Events fb natural^ 
and lb fimple» that they kzrce deferve the name 
of events— no furprife — ii6 dramatic artifice— ^ 
every thing happens jfuft as it was expeAed. Is. 
it worth while to re^fter fuck aftions. as evtxf 
man may fee any day of his life in his own houfe^/ 
or in that of 1ms neighbour h 

R.So then you would have common^ men, and 
Wconmion events^? Now^' I ihould rather defire 
the contrary.. Tda took it for a romaace ; it is 

not 
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not a romance-ir bot, ai you. fi^d before, a coF^ 
kaion of btters* 

N. Which are no letters at all : this, I thinks 
I faid alfa What arn epiftotary ftilt ! How full 
of bombafti What exclamations 1 What pre- 
paration ! Hov empbatical to exprefs common 
ideas ! What big words and weak reafoning I 
Mhqufintlj neither* fenfe^ accuracy, art, energy^ 
Bor depth. Sublime language and grovelling 
thoughts. If your perfonages are ii^ nature^, 
confeis, at leaft, that their ftile is unnatural. 

R. I own> tlKit in the light in which you are 
pteafed to view them it muft appear fo. 

N. ,Do you fuppofe the puUic will not judge 
H» the fame manner $ and did you not aik my 
opinion ?* 

R, I did, and I anfwer you with a defign to 
have it more explicitly : now, it appears that yoi» 
would be better pleafed with letters written on 
purpole to be printed. 

N. Perhaps I might ; atleafV, I am of opinion 
that nothing ihouki be printed whkh is not fit 
for the prefs. 

Ji* So that ia books we fhould behold man.* 
kind only as they ^hooft to appear. 

N» Meft certainly; as to the author ; thoTe 
whom he repvefents, fueh as they are. But in 
thefe letters this is^not the cafe. Not one ftrong^ 
delineatioDH-not a fiagle perfonage^ firikingly 
charafteriicd — no f^i4 oh&rvatk>ns — no know* 
ledge et tke worid* What ^m be Icamt in* the 

little 



iYi DIAXOGUE ON THE 

littk fpherc of twa or three lovers or frieodt^ 
conftantly employed in matters .only relative to? 
themfclves ? 

R. We may leqirn to love huma^a nahiret. 
vrbilft in extenfive fociety we learn to hate man-^ 
kind. Your judgment is fevere; that of the. 
public ought to be ftill more Cq. With€Mit com« 
plaming of injuftice, I will tell yott, in my tur% 
in what light thefe letters appear to me j not fo» 
much to excvife their defe^^ as to difcovec 
their fourcc. 

The perceptions of perfons m retirement are 
iFery different from thofe of people in the great 
world ; their paifions being diderently modified 
are differently exprefled ^ their imag^ations^ coa^ 
fiantly ijtnprefled by the fame objeAs, are more 
violently affe^led. Th^ fiuEae fmall number of 
wages confiantly return/ mix with every idea^ 
and create th^e ficangfs and faUe notions (b jre- 
markable in people who ipend their li^es m 
folitude ; but dbes it follpw that thmr language 
is enengic ? No, it. k* oniy exlraordinary : it is- 
in our coqverfation with the world that we kam 
to fpeak with energy : Bt&^ becaufe ve muft 
fpeak differently and better than othcrsi and theo^ 
l^ing every moment obliged to affirm what may 
not be belkved^ andto cxprefs ient^menti whicb 
wr da not fed, w» endeavottc ^t a perftta&re* 
nmneTf whk^fuppliesthe ^lace of interior p^^ 
iiiafioa. £^ you bdie«e dftat people of real &iif« 
iUUty JOfvcft ttemfidhi^ vibh tfaatf. ^vacii^^ 
ttkttfj, and ardovr wtucb you fo mwh admire in 

our 
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©trt- drairia and ramanccs? No— true paffion, 
firil of hfelf, is ntther difiufive than emphatical; 
It docs not even think of per Aiafion, as it rtcvcr 
fiippofe$ that its cxiftencc c^n be doubtful. In 
cxpreffing Its feclifigs, it fpealts rather for the fake 
of its own eafc than to inform others. Love is 
painted with more vivacity in large cities, bnt is 
it in the village, therefore, lefs violent i 

N, So, then, the vreaknefs of the exprefion i» 
a proof of the ftrcngth of the paffion. 

R, Sometimes, at leaft, it is an indication of 
Its reality. Read but a love-letter written by an. 
author who endeavours to fhinc as a man of wit : 
if he has atny warmth iii his brain, his words 
lyili fct fire to the paper ; but the flame will fprcad 
no farther : you may be charmed, and perhaps a 
kittle moved, but it will be a fleeting agiiation» 
which will leave nothing except the remen^ 
brance of words. On the contrary, a letter 
really dilated by lore, Viritten ' by a lover in- 
fluenced by a real paflion, will be tame, d^hfe^ 
prolix, unconneAed, and full of repethions: 
bis hear t,overftowmg with the fame fentiment^ 
conihmtly returns to the iame . expreflioiis, and* 
like a natural fbnfitaki flows contioiially without 
being exhaufted. Nothing brilliant, nothing re<i» 
markable : one remembers neither words nor 
phrafcs ; there is nothing to be abdmired, nothing; 
flriking: yet we are moved without knowing 
wh>^. Though we s^e not ftruck with fircngth 
of fentiment, we are tpuched with its truth,' and 
our hearts^ in fpite of us, fympathifc with the 

: writce». 
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writer. But men of so fcniibility, wlio^lniov 
nothing more than the flowerf jargon of the 
paffions, are ignorant of thofe bffamies> aod de- 
fpife them. 

N, I am all attention^ 

R* Very well. I fay, that in real love-let- 
ters the thoughts are common, yet the ftile is 
not familiar. liove is. nothmg^ more than an iU 
lufion^ it* creates for itielf another univerfe^ it 
if^ furrounded witl¥^ objeAs whkh have, no exift- 
ence but in imagination, and its language ift al- 
ways figurative y but its figures- are neither juft 
nor regular : it& eloquence confiilt. in its. dis- 
order, and when it reafons leaft it-is moftcon- 
vincing. Enthufiafm. is. the bft- degree o£ this 
paffion. When it is arrived at its greateft heigbtf 
its obj^ffe appears in a ftate of perfe^on ; it then 
becomes its idol; it is placed in the heavens; 
and, as the enthufiafm of devotion borrows 
the language oflove, the enthufiafm of love alio 
borrows the language of devotioa. Its ideas 
prefent nothing but P&radi&y angels, the virtue 
of faints, and the delighte of heaven. In fiich 
traofpert, furrounded by fuck isiages, is it 
not natural to expeA Aiblime language? Can it 
poflibly debafe its- ideas by vulgar eiipreflions i 
Will it not on the contrary raifii its ftile, and (peak 
with adequate dignity ? What then becomes of 
your fpifioUry fiiie > It would do mighty well, 
to be fure, in writing to the oiajed of one's ado« 
mtioi^: in that cafe, they ^rc not letters, but 
liiynms« 1^ 

MWe 
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N. We ftiaR fee what the worM will faj. 

R. No: rather fee the winter on my head. 
There is an age for experience, and another for 
recolIeAton. Our fenfibility maj be extin- 
guished by time ; but the foul which was once 
<a{>able of that fenfibility reinains. But to re- 
turn to ow. letters: if ^u read them as the 
work of an sutfaor who endeavours to pleaie, or 
piques hiiK^if on his writings, they are certainly 
deteftable. But, take them for what they are, 
and judge of them in their kind. Two or three 
young people^ fimple, if you will, but fenfiblc, 
who mutually expreffing the real fentiments of 
their hearts, have no intention to diiplay their 
wit. They know and love each other too well 
for. £elf*admir ation ta have any influence among 
them. They are children, and therefore think 
like children. They are not natives of France^ 
how then can they be fuppofed to write covreAly I 
They lived in fotitude, and therefore could 
koow but little of the wodd. Entirely filled 
with one fingle fentiment, they are in a con- 
fiant delirium, and yet prcfume to philofophiie. 
Would you have them, know bow to observe, to 
judge, aijd to re&c£k ? No i of thefc rfiey arc 
ignorant j but they are verfcd in the art of love, 
and all their words and a^icms are conaeAed 
with that pafiion. Their ideas are extravagant, 
but is not the importance which they give to 
thefe rOmiMitic notions more ami^ng than all 
the wit they could have difplayed? They, fpeak 
of every thing j they arc conftantly miflakcn ; they 

tisach 
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teach U9; nothings except the knowledge of them- 
felves ; but^ in making thcinfelves*kftowD, thej 
^ajB our affcdiofb Their criors are more en- 
gaging thaa the wijSiotn of the wiic. Their hor- 
ned faearta> even ia their tranfgireffioas, bear ftiM 
the prejudice of virtue, , afaRajv coafidint ^nd aU 
vrays betxa^d. Nothing. anAvers^ their expe£b« 
tjonjB; every ewnt lerves to tyadcceive them. 
They ace deaf to the voice of difcouraging truth : 
they find nothing €orrefpon<iwith.their own feeU 
iogs, and, therefore! detaching themfelves ftom 
the reft of thenniiier&y they create in their &pa* 
i»te fbciiety a. little world of iheir ownj which 
prefents an entire new icene. 

N» 1 confef* that a young fellow of twenty, 
aadgirUof eighteen, though not uninftruAed| 
omght not ta talk like philofophers, even though 
they may fuppofe themfelves fuch. I own al(b> 
for th» diilin^on has not efcaped me, that thefe 
gifts became wives of merit, and the young matr 
a better obfcrver. I make no co^parifon be- 
tween the beginning and the end bf the work. 
The detail of domeftie occurrences may efiace^ 
ki fome meafure, the fauh» of their younger 
years : the chafte and ienfible wife, the worthy 
matron, may obliterate the remembrance of for- 
mer weaknefs. But even this is a AibjeA for 
criticifm : the conclufion of the work renders 
the beginning reprehenfible : one would imagine 
them to be twa different books, which ought 
wot to be read by the feme people. If you in- 
tended 
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tended ta exhibit rational peribnagei ^ why would 
you expofe <hem before they were become fo ? 
Our- attention to the leflbns of wifdom is de- 
ftroyed by the child Vplay by which they are, 
preceded : we are fcanrdalifed at the bad before 
the good can edify us. In ihort, the reader 
is offended^ and throws the book afide in the 
very monent when it mighfijecomc fcrvice- 
abie. 

R* Oa tbe contrary, I am of opinion, that 
to thofe who are diigufted with the beginning 
tl^ end would be entirely Aiperfluous ; and that 
the beginning wiJl be agreeable to thofe readers 
to whom the cohcluiion may be uiefuL So that 
thofe who do not rtead to the epd will hav# loft 
nothing, becaufe it is an improper book for 
them ; and thofe to whom it may be of fervice 
would never have read it if it had begun with 
more gravity. Qur lefifons can never be uiefiU 
' unlefs they are fo written as to catch the attentioi^ 
of tho/e for whofe benefit they^ were calculated. 

I may hare changed the m^ans^ and not the 
objeft. When I endeavoured ,to fpcak to msog 
I was not heard j perhaps, in Gpeaikmg to chil- 
dren I {bsiH gam more attention ; and children 
would have no more reliih for .naked reafQn than 
for medicines ill difguiied. 



Cffiair egro/a/niulfor^iamo ^erfi 
Di/oave licor gP orli del vajo ; . 
SuechiamaH ingannato in tarito ii BeVf^ 
M dklP ingcmn^fM vita ri*evf. 



But^ 
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' But, on die margin of the cup 
htt hotitj drop hf ftealth ; 
Drinking the bitter potion op, 
They're dieated into health. 

N* 'Here, ag&in, I am afraid you arc deceived : 
fhey will fip on the edge t)f the veflcl, but will 
not dririk'the liquor. 

R. Be it fo : it will not be my fault : I fhaH 
have done all in my power to make it palatable. 
My young folks are amiable ; but to love them 
at thirty if b neccflary to know them when they 
were ten years younger. Ont ntuft have Kved 
with them a long ttine to foe pleafed with their 
company j and, to tafte their virtues, it is ne- 
ceflary we fliouM firft have deplored their fail- 
rags. Their letters arc not intei-efting at firft i but 
we grow attadMd by degrees, and can neither 
continue nor quit them. They arc hfeithcr ele- 
gant, cafy, rational, fenfiUe, nor eloquent 5 "but 
there is a fenfiUlity which gradually communi- 
cates itfclf to our hearts, whidi zi laft is found 
to fupply the phice of ail the reft. It is a long^^ 
romance, of which no one part has power to 
move us, and yet the whole produces a proper 
cffeft. At leaft, fuch were its effeft upon me. 
Pray, were you not touched in reading it ? 

N. No : yet I can «aCly conceive your being 
affcAed : If you are the author, nothing can be 
more natural ; and if not, I can ftil) account for 
it. A man of Ac world can have no tafte for 
the extravagant ideas, the affe£led pathos, and 
falfe reafoniog of youi good folks i but they will 

fuit 
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fuit a rtcbxCc, fat the jreafon which you have 
given r now, before you determine to publifli 
the monufcript, you \tould do well lo remem- 
ber that the world is not compdfed of hermits. 
All you can expert is that your yoting gentle* 
man will be taken for a Celadon, ^our Lord fi— 
for a Don Quixote^ your yoUng damfels for two 
Aftreas^ and that the world will laugh at them 
for a company of fools, Btit a continued folly 
cannot be entertaining. A man {hould write 
like Cervantes before he can expeft to engage his 
reader to accompany him through four volumes 
of nonfenfe. 

-R. The very reafon which would make you 

fupprcfs this work will induce me to print it. 

N. Wha^ ! the certainty of its not being read l^ 

R, A little patience and you will underftand 

me. As to morals, I belteve that all kinds of 

reading are ufelefs to people of the world : firft, 

becaufe the number of new books which they 

run through fo generally contradlA each other^ 

that their effed is reciprocally deftroyed. The 

few choice books which deferve a fccond perufal 

are ec^ually inefie^al : for, if they are written ia 

. fupport of receited opinions, they ^re fqpcr- 

fluous ; and if in of^ofitioh, they are of no ufe ; 

they are too weak to break the chain which 

attaches the reader to the vices of fociety. A 

man of the world may po£Bbly, for a moment, be 

led from his wonted path by the di^tes of mo* 

rality; but he will find To many obftacles in the 

way, that he will fpeedily return to his former 

courfe. 
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<ourre. I am perfuaded theoo are few people, wh-Q 
hzvc had a tolerable education, that have not made 
this eflay at leaft once in their lives ^ but, £nd;» 
4ng thehr efforts vain, thej are difcour^cd iirom 
any future attempt, and confider the morality of 
book$ as the jargon of idlcnefs. The farther we 
retreat from bufinefs, great cities, and mimc- 
rous focieties, the more the obftacles to morality 
diminiih. There is a certain point of dldance 
where thefe obflacles ceafe tp be infurmount- 
ab]e» and there it is that books may be of ufe. 
When we live in fblitude, as we do not then 
read with a defign to dijfplay our reading, we arc 
led an&ious to change our booHs, ai)d beftow on 
them more reflexion ^ and as their principles And 
lefs oppofition from without, th^ir interi>al im- 
preflion is more cffeftual. In retirement, the 
want of occupation obliges thofe who have no 
refource in themfelves, to have recourfe to books 
of amufement. Romances are more-read in the 
provincial towns thaa at Paris, in towns left than 
in the country, and there they make the deepeft 
impreffion — tbq reafon is plain. 

Now, it happens unfortunately that the books 
which might amufe, inflruf):, and confole th« 
people in retirement, who are Unhappy only in 
their own imagination, are generally calculated 
to make them, ftill more diiTatisfled with their 
situation. People of rank and faifaion are the 
fole pcrfonages of all our romances. .Thei re- 
fined tafte of great cities, court maxims, the 
%>lendour of I\:»curyi aixd Epicurean mdfality; 

thefc 
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theft are their preceptSt thefe their lefibns of iii'^ 
Aru^lOd. The cobyring of their ialft virtues 
tiirciilhes th^ir real ones. Polite manners are 
fuMftuted for real duties, fine fbitiments for " 
good H£lions^ and ^trtuou$ fimplkity is deemed 
want of brctdmg. 

What c^a mull fuch reprefeistdtioAB produce 
.in the mind of a country gemfemahi in which 
his freedom and bofpitality is turned itito ridiculcy 
and the joy which he (preads throtigh hk ndgh« 
bourhood 3S pronounced to be a lovf arid con- 
temptible anniftmeni ? What influence muft 
they not have upon his wrfe, whe« ihc is taught 
that the c;if c of her hmWy is beneath « lady of 
her rank ; and on his daugfater, l^bo^ being ia^ 
ilrtifi^d ill the jafgdn and affeftation of the 
city^ dilGiiaihi for Ms clowniih beiiavibur the 
hc^iftft neighbour whdm ihe WoUjd ocherwife 
hav^ ii^ri^ied. Y^Ui idir^ tonfcM, a&amed of 
th6i^ rUATrtity, Md difguiVed iiHth their village^ . 
they lefave iheiir a^ieht mamfion, which Toon 
becomes a ruin, to reiide in the metropolis ;- 
^Hew thtfkthe?^, whh his crofe of St. Louis, 
froih a gt*ntlbinan becomes « iharper } the mo- 
ther kisep^ a gamirtg houfe; the datrghter amufcs 
htrfelf, whh a circle of ga«iefters ; and fre- 
qufettiy silt thret, aftfer having led ss life of in- . 
hiti^f iitlh mifery and dif^nour. 

Atithot*^, met* of letters, and philofopber* 
aVe eonffahtly infinuating^, that in order t6 fulfil 
the duties of fociety, and to fcrtc our fcflb^* 
creatures, it is neccflary that we ihould live in 

Vol. I. B groat 
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great cities : according to them, to fly from 
Paris is to hate mankind \ people in the country 
are nobody in their eyes : to hear them talk) one 
would imagine that where there are no penfions, 
academies^ nor open tables, there is no exigence. 
All our productions verge to the fame goal. 
Tales, romances, comedies, all are levelled^t the 
country : all confpiie to ridicule niAic fin^iplicity*; 
they all difplay, and extol, the, pleafures of the 
great world : it is a (hame not to know them ; 
and not ^to enjoy them, a misfortune. How 
many of ihofe fharpers ^and .. proftitutes, with 
wliich Paris is fo amply providedy were fird fe- 
duced by . the cxpeAation of thefe imaginary 
pleafures ? Thus prejudice and opinion con* 
tribute to tfft& the political fyftem, by attracting 
the inhabitants of each country to a Angle point 
of territory, leaving all the reft a defert : thus 
nations are depopulated, that their capitals 
may flourifli ; and this frivolous fplendour, with 
which fools are captivated, makes Europe verge 
with celerity" towards its ruin. The happinefs 
of noankind requires that we fhould endeavour 
to ftop this torrent of pernicious maxims. ' The 
employment of the clergy is to tell us that we 
xnuft be good and wife, without concerning 
themfelves about the fuccefs of their difcourfes ; 
but a good citizeo, who is really anxious to pro- 
mote virtue, Ihould not only tell us to be good, 
but endeavour to make the path ggrecable which 
will lead us to happinefs. 

N. Pray, 



SUBJECT Ot ROMANCES. xxvS 

N. Pray, mj good friend, take breath for 

a moment* I atn no enemy to ufefiil defigns; 

and I have been fo attentive to your reafoning, 

that I believe Jt will -be in my power to conti^ 

nuc your argu ment* You arc clearly of opinion, 

tbat to gvfc to works of imagination tlie only 

utility of which they are capable^ they muft 

have an effefl^ diametrically oppofite to that 

which their authors generally propofe \ they 

muft combat every human inftitution, reduce 

;ill things to a ftate of nature, make mankind 

in Jove with a life of peace and iimpiicity, dc« 

Aroy thehr prejudices and opinions, infpirc 

thern with a tafte for true pieafure, keep them 

diftant from each other, and, inftead of exciting 

people to Ciowd into large cities, perfuade them 

to fpread themfdves all over the kingdom, that 

every part may be equally enlivened. I gAfo 

comprehend, that it is not your intemion ta 

create a world of Arcadian Hiepherds, of illuf* 

trious peafants labouring on their own acres, and 

philofophifing; on the works of nature, nor any 

other romaptic beings, which exift only in books ;- 

but to convince mankind that in rural life there 

are. 'maoy pleafures which they know not how 

to en}07 ; th^t thefe pleafures are neither (o in* 

lipid norfo gr^fs as they imagine ^ that they are 

fufcepuMc of taftc and delicacy, that a fcnfibic 

mao, who fliould retire with hk family into the. 

country, and become bis own farmer, might 

enjoy more rational felicity, thkn in the midft 

of the amuiements of a great city \ that a good 

B 2 houfewifa 
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houfcwifo may be a moft agreeable w^iftsin, that 
ihc may be as graccf&il «id as charmiing as any 
tQWB coquet of tbcm all ; ia (hort, that the moft, 
tender fcntiments of tlic heart wiy mow effec- 
tually animate Ibcicty than the artificial la*»- 
guage of poKte circles, 'whtre the iH-aaturcd 
laugh of fatire i^ the pitiful fubftitutc of that 
real mirth which no longer exifts.— Have I not 
hit the mark f . ^ 

R. iListhe very thing; t^ trhidi I will add 
Vat one re&xion. We arc told that romances 
difturb th^ brain: I believe it true. In cond- 
jiuajly difplaying to the rcadeu th^'. i4cal charms 
•f a fttuatign ^ery diflScrent from his own, he 
Voomes difl&tisfied, and makc& an fanaginak-y 
exchange for that which he is ta«ghti to aduenre, 
Defiring to be that which he is not, he foon be- 
Kenes himfelf aftuaUy n^tamorphofed, and fo 
becomes a fooh H, oa ihe cantrany,' romances 
were only to exhibit, the {wftures^ of real objcfts, 
of virtues and plcafures within our reach, they 
would the» makcv us wifcr and better. Books 
vhkh are dfefigned to be. rcadio firiifudo fbould 
be written in.the.language of refiiremcnt^: ifthey 
are meant to. inftruft, they fliould make us. ia 
love with ojurfituationi they feould oomb«t and 
deftrpy the> maxims of the great world by 
ftowing them- to be feUfe and ^efpicable, as. they 
really are. Thus, Sir, a- romance, if h be, well 
wvitucft, o».ak Icaftif it be u&fnl^ muft be.hificd^ 
damned, and defpift* bytbc polite worlds as 
bdneameaoit catrawgant, and ridiculous, per- 
. • formance; 
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formaiice } and thus what is CoUy io the eyes of 
the jifdrli n real wifdoxn. 

N. Yont coachifion is fetf-eTident. It is 
impoffibk better to ^ntkipate your fall, nor to 
be better prepared to fall ^ith dignity. There 
remi^ins but one difficulty: People in the coun- 
vtf, you know, take their cue from us. A book 
cakulared for them muft firft paft the cenfure 
of the town : if wc think fit to damn it> its cir-^ 
culation U entirely Hopped. "What do you fay 
to that ? 

J?- The anfwer u quite fimple. Y ou fpcak 
of Kifits whd refide iu the country} whilft I 
would be underftood to mean real country folks* 
You gentlemen who fhine in the capital have 
certain prepofleffions of which you muft be 
cured: you imagine that you govern the tafte of all 
France, when in faft three fourths of the kiag-» 
dam do not know that you cxift. The books 
which are damned at Paris often make the for- 
tune of country bookfeliers. 

"N. But why will you enrich them ^t the ex« 
pcnft of our's i 

R. Banter me as you pleafe ; I ^11 per(i(V. 
Thofe who afpire to fame muft calculate their 
works for the meridian of Paris ; but thofe who 
write with a view to do good muft write for the 
country. How many worthy people are there^ 
who pafs their lives in cultivating a few paternal 
acres^ far dift ant from the metropolis, and who 
think themielve^ exiled by the partiality of for« 
tune^ During^ the long winter evenings, de-^ 
B 3 prlved 
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privcd of focicty, they pafs the time in reading* 
iuch books of amufement as happen to fall into* 
their hands. In their ruftic fimpL'city they do 
iH)t priJc thcmfdvcs on their wit or learning; 
they read for entertainment rather than inftruc-^ 
tion ; books of morality and philofophy are en- 
tirely xinknown to them. As to your romances^ 
they are fo far from being adapted to their iicua* 
. tion, that they ferve only to render it infupport- 
able. Their retreat is reprefented to be a defert,- 
fothaty whilfl they afford a few hours amufement>. 
they prepare for them whole months of regret 
and, difcoment. Why may I not ruppofe, that> 
by Tome fortunate accident, tliis book, like many 
others of ftill lefs merit, will fall into the hands 
of thofe inhabitants of the fields, and that the 
pleafing picture of a life exadly refembling their's 
will render it more tolerable ? I havc'gceat plca<« 
fare in the idea of a rnarried couple reading this- 
novel together, imbibing frefli courage to fup- 
port their common labours, and perhaps new de- 
signs to render them ufeful. How can they 
poHibly contemplate the reprefentation of a happy 
family without attempting to imitate the pleafing 
mo(Jcl ? How can they be afFefted with the 
charms of conjugal union, even where love i* 
wanting, without increafing and 'Confirming 
their own attachment ? In quitting their book, 
they will neither be difcontented with their fitua- 
lion, nor difgufted at their labour : on the con- 
trary, every objc(ft around them will aflumc amore 
delightful afpc(ft^ their duties will feem ennobled,. 

their. 
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thei» tz&c for the pleaTures of nature w3I revive > 
ber gamine fenfalions will be rekindkd in their 
hearts^ mdf percdving happisefa wkfain their 
reach, they will le«m to tafte it as thejr ought : 
they will4>erfbrm the fame fiinftions, but with 
amttber foul '^ and whs^ they did before as pea- 
&nt9^ only, they wilh now tnudaft as real pa- 
triarehr. 

N, Sa far, you fail before the wind. Huf- 
baods, wivcsy matrons i ■ ■ " b ut, with regard to 
young girls: do- you fay nochiog of thofe ? 

R. No. A moded girl will never read books 
of love. If {he fhould complain of having 
been injured by the perufal of tbefe volumes, 
ihe is unjttft : flie has loft no* virtue s for fbe 
had none to lofe. 

N. Prodigious! attend to this, all ye amo- 
rous writers ; for .thus ye are all juftified. 

R. Provided they are juftified by their own 
hearts, and the objeft of their writings. 

JV. And is that the cafe with you i 

R\ I am. too proud to anfwer that queftion \ 
but Eloifa had a certain rule by which (he formed 
her judgment of books*: if you like it, ufe 
it iiji judging of this. Authors have endea- 
voured to make the reading of romances fer- 
viceable to youth. There never was a more idle 
projeA. It is juft letting fire to the houfe in 
order to employ the engines. Having conceived 
this ridiculous idea, indead of direding the mo- 
ral of their writings towards its proper obj,eft,, 
B 4 in 

• See Vol. If. p. 74. 
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it U coaflaifttlf addrefled to youog girls *, witb* 
QUI confidering that thde have no fliare in the 
irregularities complaioed of. . In g^ner-al, tboogh 
their hearts may be corriiptcd| their condvi^ is 
blamelefe. They obey their mothers, in expec<» 
tation of the time when it wHl be in thdr power 
to imitate them. If thfc wives do their duty, be 
aflured the girls will not be wanting in their's. 

N. Obfervation is againft you in this point. 
The whole fcx feem to require a time for iiber- 
tinifm, cither in one ftate or the other. It it 
a bad leaven, which muft ferment foon or late. 
Among a civilized people, the girls are cafy, 
and the wives difQcult, of accefs; but where 
mankind am lefs polite it is juft the reverfe: 
the firft condder the crime only, and the latter 
the fcandal. The principal queftton is, how to 
\\c beft fecured from temptation : as to the crime, 
it is of ho confideration. 

/?, If we were to judge by its confequences, 
one would be'apt to be of another opinion. 
Hut let us be juft to the women: tbecaufeof 
their irregularities is Icfs owing to themfelvea 
than to our bad inftitutions. The extreme in- 
equality in the different members of the feme 
family muft neccflarily ftifle the fentiments 6f 
nature. The vices and misfortunes of children 
are owing chiefly to the fatber*& unnatural def- 
potifm.^ A y<wng wife, unfuitably efpoufed, 
and a viftim to the ayarice or vanity of her pa- 
rent^^lories iq effacing the fcandal of her former* 

virtue 
• Tljis rcgardt only th« modora Ecglifc romances. 



'^ntt bjr heir prefent iire^gularkUs. If you 
wooid remedf iH^ evil, psoceed to !«s fouree. 
Ptitelic HiaiMicf f can only be rcfarnicd hf begiA* 
tting vnth prf?ate vltc^, which mttip^f arilb 
froaa parents. Bm otfr refecmerf never prdoccA 
in thi» manner. Your coirardly author* preadi 
•ftly to the opprefS^d ; and th«ir moraHry caifc 
have no effcA, becjaufc they hate not the art ta 
addreis the moift po^rerfel. 

-A^. You, Sir, howei^er^ run »«■ rifkof beteg 
accufed of fervHlty j but miy yo« not pofflUf 
be too iincere ? In ftrikmg at the root of th^ 
evil, inay you not b& the eauft of niore-^ 

M. Evil ! to* whom ? In times: of epWcraical 
contagieni when aM are kifeAed from their m-* 
fanty, would It be prudent to hinder the 
dlAributiott of fsdmiipy mediciiies; under a 
pretence that tl^ might do bairm ta people 
in hcaith ? You and 1, Sir, differ fb wMely 
en thiS' pointi that if it weycr reafonablc to- 
expert that ibtfc !ett<ers can meet witb an^ 
fttceefs^ I am perfaaded they wiU da nwrc good , 
than a better book. 

N. Certainly yflfiw feflwfcs are excelKnt 
preachers. I am pleaftd t^ iee you recodciledk 
whh the hidies ; for I was^ really concerned wbea 
yott hfipo(ed fiJelic^<«i the fe»* ♦ 

R. You are too frvere^ I abuft holi my> 
tongue : laim n^her To wife nor 6t> foidlfli ar u> 
be atwaiy^ iAsthe r'^fhf; L&i wa teaw dsb bone 
for tte enii^ 

B 5 N. 'With 

• Sec tbe Tetter tot M. a* Alcpxtert fur Ut S^eatuUs, 
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N. With all my heart, left tbcy (hould want 
one. . But, fuppofe you had nothing to fear from 
any other quarter, bow will you excufe to a cer- 
teinXevere cenfor. of the ftage thofe warm de- 
icriptions, and, ioipaffioned fentimcnts, which 
are fo ft-equent in thefe letters i Show me a firene 
in any of our theatrical pieces equal, to that in 
the wood at Claren;, or that of the dreffing-room. 
^ead the letter on theatrical amufements ; reade 
the whole collection. In fliort, be confident, oc 
renounce ypur, former opinions. What would; 
joa have one thihk? 

R. I would havctheTfTtics be confiftent with, 
themfelvcs, and iipt judge till they have tho- 
roughly examined. Let me intreat you to read 
once more with attention the parts you have 
mentioned 5 read again the preface to Naniffe,, 
and you. will there find an aqij^r to the accivr. 
faiion^ of inConfiftency. Thole forward gentle-, 
men, who _pi«t€nd to difcover that fault in, the 
Devin du Vilkgey vj\\ undoulHcdly think it much 
more glaring to this work* Th^y wiU on]iy aft^ 
in charaftcr \ but you— 

N. I recolleft two pafiages*. You do not 
much cSecm your contemporaries. 

R. Sir, I am alfo their contemporary! O,, 
why was I not born in an age in which I ought ^ 
to have burnt this coHcftion K : 

JSfc ^travagant as ufuaU however, to a cer* 
tain degree, your maxim? a^ jwft. For inftancc;^ 
if your Eloifa had becA chaftc fro^p tU< b^gii^T 

ning 
• Preface to iVtfm/tf— Lcttrel M. d'Alem bert. 
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liuig flic would have afforded us lefs inftruAioD ; 
for to whom would fhc have fcrvcd as a model ?* 
In the mofV corrupt ages m^kind are fond o£ 
the moft perfcft leffi>ns of morality 5 theory fup- 
plies the place of prafticc : and, at the fmall ex- 
penfe of a little leifiire*readiag, they fatisfy the 
remnant of their tafte for virtue. 

R. Sublime authors, relax a little your perfefb 
models, if you exfe£t that we ihould endeavour 
to imitate them, To-what purpefe do you vaunt 
unfpotted purity? rather ihow^ u« that whicl^ 
may be recoveredj and perhapi^faerrare ibme. 
who will attend to your inftrvAionSr . 

N. Your young hero has already made tbofc* 
reflexions ; but, no matter ; you would be thought 
no lefs culpable in having flio^^ us what is done,, 
in order to {how what ought to be done. Befides, 
to infpire the gii^with love, and to make wives 
referved, is overturning the order of things, andT 
recalling thof? trifling morals which are now tor 
uUy profcribed by pbilofophy. Say what you 
will, it is. very indecent, nay fcandalous, for a' 
girl la be in love : nothing but a hufband can 
authonfe a loven It was certainly very impo- 
litic to be indulgent to the unmarried ladies, who* 
are not allowed to read you, and fcverc upon 
themarriedoneS} by whom you are to be judged. 
Believe me, if you were fearful of fuccefs, you* 
may be quite eafy : you have taken fuflicient 
care to^avoid an afironl of that nature. Be it as 
it may, I ihall not betray your confidence. I 

- hope 
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hofcjQwi ingprudeiice wHL fiot.cafr)^ ycm too 

puUUh Iff buit bf aH meam coaceal yfour name. 

^. Concje^ my nsime I WHl aa< feoncfi man 
Ifcak to the public fcoia behiiKi^a CHrtaia ? WH) 
^) date to print what he ^ea not dare to omni 
I am the editor of this book, and I {hall eet^. 
tsdohp fix. my nanftc ta the tkle^pagew 

N. Your name in the title-pa^ I* 

Ji. Tes» Sir, in the ti^le-page. 

JVL To«>are fufel](injeft !- 

Rs I am poGtivi^ m eameflr» 

N. What, yottf f eal name ? JiM$ J^^at 
Hmjiauy at £itil length J 

R. Jeam Jth^ff^et Rovjffiim at Ml length. 
,N. You* fttcely^doa't thbk— Whai: will the* 
W)yld ^ofjou? 

J?« What thef plealie^ I daaTtt print mj^ iHune 
wth a defigi^ to< pofs for t&e antbof ». hut to be 
anTwer^ble for the bckdb. It it contains as^ 
thing had, let it he imputed to^me; if goo4, I 
4^e iK^ pratfii* If the work iii) general deferve* 
«€^IM^, t^re 3$ £> mtxJfe mote reafon. for pre- 
£^iig m; name : It hayenoambkiQil'to>pa(Sfiioir 
helur thdnJaoh 

jyi Aie jott^ content idth that Tmlmtt I 

R. Yes^ in an age vAna it i» ia^pofiiUe for 
apy one; t&be good* 

Nii. J^ave yoiii» forgot kiieHa amn ? 

M By m^tmifi il^^ bufe ecurrnptod b^ jewt 

N. And 



if, knd To wo Ata^l behold ia tlM tU)e*pagcf of 
a book of love-cpiftles, by 7' J^* Ro^ffaaug C/- 
/i^^/f 2^ Geneva ! 

R. NO| not CHizeM ff Gemvih, t {ball nol . 
' profane tbe name of my country^ I never pre* 
^ U b»t to tbofi^ writiogs by wbiclx I think it 
will po£ be c]iihoxi:ot2re(i« 

N. Your awn name k no dKbononrable ooej. 
and yo^ have fon>e reputacion to lofe. This 
mean and weak perforn^ance will do you no ier* 
vice. I wiih it wa^r isi m^y power to difiuade you^;. 
but) if you are determiited to proce^ I approve 
o£ your doing it bcddly and with a gpod grace. 
At leafl: this^wiM be In cbara&ci?^ But, a^propos^ 
da you intejnd ta prefix^ your mouo ? 

R^ My bookfcUer aik^^ne the fame queftlon^ 
and I thought it fo kumoiovf thait I promifed tO' 
^?e him the credit of i(. No^ Sir» I iball not 
prefix my mottp lo this^ book^^ ne^rtbekfsy lam. 
wm left iiK^Uiied to reliaquiih it than. ever. Re^^ 
memb(B9r that X thougbc of pi4xHihlDg,thefe letters. 
at tb<; vej^ tim& wheal wsoie againA the theatres, 
a«l! that a^ defir« of accufing oae of my writings 
has iH>ft n^side m^ dii^fe. toruth m the otber^ I 
hanre accufed mf&li before^-haoAy perhaps with. 
xQOOEfrfeiwiliythaiiiai^ other, perfoa will acciifi:; 
iQf. Ue wh<K pfe£ii«^ tnHh ^ fame m»j ho$)e ta, 
pMl«r il^ tH life itfelg Yoni, %^that w^ ought to 
beconfillcM: I; doo^bt wbi&tber that be poffible^ 
t^ma94 bi^^.idi^.notiniipoffiblctoaft withinva^ 
xiaUf) tiiucht T^iii^l.wUleiHl^amttrt^do^ 

-?/. Why- 
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N. Why then, when I afk whether you arc 
the author of thefc. letters^ do you evade the- 
queftibn ? 

R., I will not lie, even in thut cafe, 

N. But yoii reftift to fpeafe the truth. 

Rr. It is doing honour to truth to keep it fe- 
cret. You would have lefs difficulty with one 
who made no fcruple of a lie. Beildes, you 
know men of tafte are never miftaken in the pen 
of an author. How can you afk a qucftion- 
which it is your bufinefs to rcfolve? 

N. I have no doubt with regard ta fome of 
the letters; they are certainly yours: but in 
others you are quite invi{ible> and I much doubt 
the poffibility of difguife in ^ this- cafe. Nature, 
who does not fear being known, frequently 
changfs^ her appearance ; but art is often difco- 
vered, by attempting to be too natural. Thcfe 
epiftles abound with faults that the moft arrant 
ftribbler would have avoided. Declamation j 
repetitions,. contradiftions, &c, in fhort, it is im- 
poffible that a man who can write better could 
ever rcfolve to write fo ill. What man in his 
fcnfes would have made that foolilh Lord B — 
advance fuch a (hocking propofal to Eloifa ? Or 
what author would not have correfted the ridi- 
culous behaviour of this young hero, who, 
though pofitively rcfolved to die, takes good care 
fo apprize all the world of his intention, and 
finds Wmfelf at laft ih pcrfeft health ? Would- 
not any writer have known that he ought to finp- 
port hit charaders with accuracy, and vary his 

" ftile 
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ftile accord ingly, and he would then infall^lf. 
have excelled even nature iierfelf ?^ 

I have obfcrvcd, that in a very intimate fodety 
tidthM flije and chara^rs are extremely fimilar^ 
and that when two fouls are clofely unicrd» their 
thoughts, words, and a^onswiil be nearly the. 
fame. This Eloifai^ as^fhe ]s*reprefeRted; otighl*^ 
to be an abfolute enchantrefs^ aH who approach 
her ought immedtately to refemble her ; ail her 
friends {ho«ild fpeak one language: but thefd 
cfitf^ are mu%:heafier felt than imagined ; and 
cvcix^ii k were poffible to-exprc ft tbem, it would 
be imprudent to attempt it^ An*anthor muib 
be governed by the conceptions of the multitude, 
and therefore. aU refinement is improper. This 
is the touchflone of truthi and in this it is that 
a judicions eye wil) difcover real nature^ 

jR, Welly and fo you conclude* — 

N, I do not conclude at all : I aov in- doubt \ 
and this doubt has tormented me inexpreffiblyy 
during the whole time I fpent in reading thefe- 
letters^ If h be all a fiAion, it is- a bad perfor- 
inance ; but fay that>the(e two women have reMy^ 
exifted, and I will read* their epiftks-once-s^ year^ 
to the end«of my life, 

R. Strange ! what fignifies it whfetber they ever« 
exifled or not ?> They are nowhere to be found: 
they are no more. 

JV. No more ! So they aAualiy did exift. 

i{«^ Thecondufion is conditional : if they^ever 
4id exi(li they^are now no more* 



-I 



'^ jN; Bctweea you- and I, tbcfd little fubtikies 

^ are mare conchaflirethaapcrplditifig, 

iSJ* They arc fiwh. as yoa fi>fce rac to ttlc^ 
tkRt I Qiay mkihev betray: nrjr&lf nor tell an vaa^ 
truth. 

iST- In ihoct, jwumay do as yoo think proTperj 
^ your title i» fuffidcnt to betray yon. 
^ M. It dUcovers nothdng relative to the matter 

^ in qucftion ;. for wJko can tcU; whether I did not 
find this title in the maaufoript ? Who knows 
"whether I have not the fame donbts which you 
have ? Whether all this myft«ry be: not a» pretext 
to conceal, my own ignorance i 

N. Bufcj howerer^ you are aicqaaintied witb 
the f1:en6 of. a($Uon< You have beea aCi F^w$i^ in* 
the. Pay J dei Vatd. 

R. Often:; and I declare that I lumer beard 
either of Baron d'£tange^ or his daughtfir^ The 
nvBtkt of Wolmaf is enthrely unkaiown in that 
country* I ba^e faeen at: Ckr^ns, but nevet faw 
any houfe like IhaA which . is . d«l«rii»ed> in thdb 
letters. I pafled IhroBgH it^, in my rettnrn fromt 
Ilalyi ia ibei very, year wken.the fad caliadvopfae 
happeoedii And I found! ni^dy in* t^eais fbv the 
death of Eloifa Wolmar. lAiSenQaiy al^xniKikad 
(.can r<4oHed;€kf ih^couia^y^ tfacrt are, in thefe 
Ictneesi. fisveral trafnipofiiiona^fl placea^.andt io{)0^ 
graphical errors, proceeding ehhear* ftrnm. ignow 
ranee vSk the alithiert or {0C>si<ai defigoi to ibiildad 
the. reader. This* is* aU.you mlt leavofrbm tne 
on this pointy andiyout may beafiSnred tliat uxh 
^oeieU^ (hall dr^w any thing more from me. 

N. AU 
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N. AH the world will be as curious as I am. 
If you print this work^ tell the public what you 
have told me. Do more^ write this converfation 
as a Preface , it contains all the information ne- 
ceflary for the reader. 

R. You are in the right. It will do better than 
^ " aBy thing I could fay of my own accord. Though 
\ ' thefe kind of apologies feldom fucceed. 
IF " ^ N» True, where the author fpares himfelf. 
But I have taken care to remove that objection 
here. Only, I would advife you to tranfpofe the 
parts. Pretend that I wanted to perfuade you to 
publifh, and that you objefted. This will be 
' more modeft,, and will have a better effcft. 
H. Would that be confiAent with the charailer 
for which you praifed me a while ago i 

N. It would not. I fpoke with a defign to 
try you. Leave things as they are. . 
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TO ELOISA. 

r MUST fly from you, Elpifa j I feci I mtift. 
I ought not to have flayed with you fo long; 
or rather, I ought never to have beheld you. But! 
now, what can I do ! On what (hall I determine I 
You liave promifed me your friendfliip \ confides 
my perplexity, and give me your advice. 

You arc fenfible that I only came into the fa-, 
mily in conftquence of an invitation from your^ 
mother. Believing me pofleffed of fomc little 
knowledge, ihe thought I might be of fcrvice i»^ 
the educationof her beloved daughter, in a fitu-^ 
ation where proper mafters were not to be ob- 
tained. Proud to be inftrument^l in adding any 
embelliflbment to fo fine a natural genius, I ven- 
tured on the perilous ta/k, unmindful of the 
danger,^ or at Icaft fearlcfs of the confcquenccr 
I will not tell you- that I begin to fufier for my 
prefumption^, I hope I (hall never fo far for- 
get myfcl£.a4^to.foy any tWng which you ought 

not 
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not to liear, or fail in that refpeA vrhich is due 
to your virtue even more than to your birth 
or perfonal charms. If I muft iufFcr, I have 
the confolation at leaft of fuffering alone ; nor 
could I enjoy any happinifs* at the expenfe of 
your's. 

And yet I fee and converfe with you daily : 
in the mean white I im. but too fenfiblc that 
you innocently, aggravate a misfortune which 
you cannot pityv, and- of which you ought to be 
ignorant. It ir triie> I know what prudence 
diftates in a cafe like this, where there is no 
hope I and* I fhould certainly follow her advice 
if I could reconcile it to- my notions of prob'ty* 
SutVv havih can S wieh decency %ti>t a femily 
isito> which K W0t fo kindly invited^ where I have 
reeetiwd rc> many obUgarionf^ and wherci by^ 
thetessdei^ of mothflra^ I am thought of fomeL 
utility to. a daughter whom (betoves more tbaa 
all the world i Bow can I rcfolve to deprive 
thift afit£tionaie parent of the pleafurc flte pro* 
pofes herfelf in one d^y furprifing her livibajEtd 
with your improveiMnts, which (he now con- 
ceal &om his knowledge with that view ? Shall 
I impplitely qiuit the boufe without taking leave 
, <rf hef ? BhsM I declare to her the caufc of my 
retreat, and. wouU not (he haii^ reaibn to be; 
offended with this confeflioq from a roan whofo 
inferior birth and fortune prevent his afpiring to 
the faaq;>gine6 of being yourV? 

There feems but one methtMl to extricate mo 
ffom tbb ctnborraiffitont : ihe hand which 

involved 
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Involved mc ia it muft alfo relteve me. As you 
are the cMfe ol jDPf offimfc) yiMi tnaft infliA 
my puftUhmcBt : out of com'paAon^ at leaft deign 
to banifk me fi>om yen prefence. Show my 
letcer to your parents \ tet your iloon be Omt 
againft me ; fpMtn mt ftom jtnt \n what mannet 
yoQ pleaA ; from you I can bear toy thftig ; btit 
of my own aceord 1 hate no powar to fly froui 
you. 

Spurn me ffom yoti! ty your prefencel atid 
why ? Why jab^uld ft be 9 ctmt td be fenfiMe 
of metk, and to lore tbut wineb 1^ oittnot feit 
to eAeem^ No, cfaarmiiig Elctfa! your beauty 
might hare dasskd my eye$> but it never wetild 
have milled my heart) bad it tvot been anioyat^d 
with fomctMng yet more po^imtrfuK It i>that 
capt4vati4]tg union betiveeena Ihely ftnfllD4liiy dn4 
invariabb fwtetnefs of diCpi^tvMi v ir i» tha^ 
tender feeling for %ht ditveifi^s of yo«ir fett^a 
erecitnres^ it is rhyi amaaitig juftiMl)) of fcmti^ 
ment^ and that exquifiie taftOi whi(*fa dt^iv* thdt^ 
exeell^nee frovk the pulrity of ybui* fouly * i*> 
m^wotdi thofe charms^ your mind MOr^ than^ 
tfaof^ of ydUr perfon #hldvl adorer t ^Onftft it* 
may be poffibk to Imagine beaotits' ftiTl more 
tranfccndently perfect; but more amiably andl 
more defe^^ng the heart- of avwiftaiftid virtuous 
matt— do, ttOj Eloiih, that te impolffiMfe. ' 

I'am (bmeiftm^' JtorfStoedf to ftitter ntyfctf that> 
as^ there U * parky in our y^»i> and aflmttlt^ide^ 
in our ttkflei ^mrt is Mft a (fetr^t f^ihpathy in 
our aflMUbUd; Wfc^are botik IV young that our 

nature 



46 E L O I S A. 

natiirc can hitherto have received no falfe biais 
from any thing adventitious, and all our in-> 
clinations fcem to coincide. Before we have 
imbibed the uniform prejudices of the world, 
our general perceptions feem uniform ; and why 
may I not fuppofe the faaie concord in our 
hearts, which in our judgment is (o ftriking'ly 
apparent ? Sometimes it happens that our qyes 
meet j involuntary fighs betray our feelings, 

tears fteal from ^Ol hiy Eloifai if this udi-. 

fon of fouKhould be a divine impulfe—— if hea- 
ven ihpuld have deftjned us — ^^U the power on 
earth— —Ah ! j)arden me ! I am bewildered : I 
have miftaken a vain wiih for hope : the ardour' 
of my deiires gav« -to their imaginary objeft ^ 
fplidity which did cot exift. vl forefee with 
horror the torments which my heart is preparing 
for itftlf. : X do nj^t feck -to indulge my weak- 
neft; if; it wcrevin my 4>Qwer I would hate iu 
You may judge <of •'Ae jmrity of my fentimcnts 
by the favour I atk. •Deftroy, if poffible, the 
f«urce ^f thepoiibn ihat both fuppofts and kills 
me, I an^ det^-mined to eiOTcdt my -eyre or my 
death, asd I t'k^cfore implore your rigorous in- 
junAion, as a lover would Aipplicaie your com- 
paffion. .. : * ; 

Yes, 1 pcomiie^.r fwcar, on my part, to do 
every thing in n>y p^wer to recoycr my xeafon i 
or (f> bury my grpwing anxiety, in the inipoft 
reccflcs. of my foul.. JBut, for.hes^ven's fako^ 
turn from method lovely ^jez ths^ pierce -me to 
the heart-, fuffer me, no longer to ga?e.uppp 

that 
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that fac€| that mein, thofe arms/thofe hands, 
thofe flowing locks, that engaging gcfturc : dif- 
appoint the imprudent avidity of my looks •, no 
longer let me bear that enchanting voice, which 
cannot be heard without emotion : be, alas I in 
fivcry refpeft another woman, that my foul may 
return to its former tranquillity; 

Shall I tell you without apology ? when we 
^- ^ arc engaged in the puerile amufements of thefe 
long evenings, you cruelly permit me, in the 
prefencc of the whole famfly, to increafc a flame 
that is already but too violent. You arc not 
more rcfervcd to me than to any other. Even 
ycfterday yo«i almoft fuffered me as a forfeit, to 
take a klfs : you made but a faint refiftance. 
Happily I did not perfift. I perceived, by my 
increafing palpitation, ihat I was rufhing upon 
my ruin, And therefore (lopped in time. If 
I had dared to indulge my inclination, that kifs 
would have been accompanied with my laft figh; 
and I fhould have died the happieft of mortals. 

For heaven's fake let us quit thofe childifli 
amufements, fince they may pofEbly* be attended 
with fuch fatal confequences ; even the moft 
iimple of them is not without its danger. I trem- 
ble as often as our hands meet, and I khow not 
how it happens, but they meet continually; I 
ftart the inftant I feel the touch of your fitvger ; 
I am fcizedwith a fever, or rather deliriurti, lit 
thefe fports; my fenfes gradually forfake roci 
and when t am thus abfent, what can I fay. 
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tirhat can I do, where hide myfclf, or how be 
anftrerable for my conduft'? 

The hours of inftruAion arc no Ids daxigcrdus 
than thofe of amufcmcnt. Your mother or your 
' coufin no Iboner leave the room than I obferve 
. a change in your behaviour. Tou at onte a^me 
an air , fo lerious and cold, that my rcfpcft, 
and the fear of offending, deAroy my pretence 
of mind, and deprive me 6f my judgment ; fo 
that it is with difficulty and trembling ^hat I 
gabble over a leflbn, ^hich, even your excellent 
talents are enable to porfue. This affe£ted 
change in your behaviour is hurtful to us both : 
you c^nfoqnd me, and deprive yourfelf of in- 
llrudtioa, whilft I am entirely at a ioC& to account 
for this AiJden alteration in a perfon nattiraUy 
fo even-tempered and teafonable. Tell me, 
jpray, tell me, wl^ you are fo fprightly in public, 
and' fo referred when by our^lvcs ? I imagined 
n ought to he f uft t4ie contrary, and that one 
ihould be more *€€* leis upon one's guard in pro- 
portion to the number -of fpe^ators. But, indead 
^f this, when we ate alon^ you are ceremonious, 
and familiar when we join company^ If you 
"deign to be more equal, probably my torment 
will be lefs. 

If that compai£on which is natural to eTevaied 
minds can move you in behalf of an unfortunate 
3^outh, whom ypu have honoured with ^ome 
ihare in your efteem, you have it in youf power, 
by a fmall change ia your conduA, to render his 
fituation kfs irkfomej and to enable hiw, with 

more 
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more traoquilUty, to &pport his fiiencci and his 

iufcrings : but if you find yourfelf not touched 

vrith hk iituattoni and are determined to exert 

.your power to ruin him, he will ftcquiefce with^ 

out murmuriflg: he would rather — much rather, 

f, perifli by your order, than incur your difplea- 

9- iure hy his indifcretion* Now, though you ane 

'^. become iniftrefs of my future defiioy, I camidt 

jMproach myfelf with having indulged the leaft 

|ifftftimptive hope. If you have been fb kind as 

<c^o read iny letter, you have co0^)iied with all I 

^ ibould have dared *to requeft, even though I bad 

no refusal to fear.. 
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TO £1.0ISik» 



ijLoW ftrangdy ^as I deceived in my -^rft 
letter I Inftead of "fllkrviatifig my pain, Ihvve 
incKcafed my dii^efs, by incurring your difplea- 
fure : aikid, alas ! that, I ^nd, is the leaftfup- 
portable of all misfortunes. Ypur ixlettce, yo«r 
jcold axid rdGnrved ^bdisriour, but too |>latiniy in- 
dicatie my doonK ¥ou have indeed granted ow 
part of my petition^ but it was to puoifh me with 
the greater ifcverity • 

JS.fioi eh* amvr Ji me vificf eaeorta 

.^wr $ Mondi ea^elU alUr 'vekxtSf . 

£ ttimwoft Jguardo in fe racfilio. 
At diflance ktptirommf pr^umptdousJoTe, 
Your fair ^nd flowing locks no more are feen. 
And every kind aad tender look reftrainM. 

Vol. L C You 
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r You have withdrawn that innocent familiaritf 
in public^ of which I fooliflily com'plained ; arid 
in private you are become ftill more fevere : you 
are fo ingenioufly cruel, that both your complai- 
faiice and referve are equally intolerable. 

Were it poflible for you to conceive how ;i 
.much your indifference affefts me, you would • 
certainly, think my punifliment too rigorous. 
What would I not give to recal that unforturtatf 
letter, and that i had borne my former fuffcringjk 
without complaint ! So fearful am I of adding • 
-to my offence, that I fliould never have ven* 
tured to write a fecond letter, if I did not flatter 
myfelf with the hopes of expiating the crime 
I committed in the iirft. Will you deem it any 
fatisfaftion if I confefs that I miftook my own 
intention? or fliall I proteft that 1 never was 

in love with you? O! no; I can never be 

guilty of fuch a horrid . perjury f The heart 
:which is impreffed with your fair image muft not 
be polluted with a lie. If I am doomed to be 
unhappy r-be it fo. I cannot ftoop to any thing 
nican or deceitful to extenuate my fault. My 
pen refufes to difavow the tranfgreffion of which 
my heart is but too juftly accufed. 

Methinks I already feel the weight of your 
indignation, and await its fipal confequence as 
a favour which I have fome right to expert ; for 
the paffion which confumcs me deferves to be 
punilhed, but not defpifed. For heaven's fake, 
do not leave me to myfelf; condcfcend, at leaft, 
to determine my fate •, deign to let^me know 

youir 
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ycmr pleafure. - I will obey implicitly whatever 
you think proper to command. Do yoi:^ im- 
pofe eternal filcnce ? I will be filent as the grave. 
Do you baniih me your prefence i I fwear that 
I will never fee you more. Will my death ap- 
peafc you ? that would be of all things the leaft 
difficult. There are no terms which I am not 
ready to fubfcribe, unlefs they fhould enjoin me 
not to love you; yet, even in that I would obey 
you — if it were poffible. • 

A hundred times a day I am tempted to throw 
myfelf at your feet, bathe them with my tears^ 
^nd to implore your pardon, or receive my 
death ; but a ludden terror damps my refolu- 
tion y my trembling knees want power to bend ; 
my words expire upon my lips, and my foul 
finds no fupport againft the dread of offending 
you. . 

Was ever mortal in fo terrible a fituation ! My 
heart is but too fenlible of its offence, yet can- 
not ceafe to offend ; my crime and my remorfc 
confpire in its agitation, and, ignorant of my 
deftiny, I am cruelly fufpended between the 
hope of your compaffion and the fear of punifli- 
ment. 

- But, no ! I do not hope — I have no right to 
hope— I afk no indulgence, but that you will 
haften my fentence. Let your juft revciige be 
fatjsfied. Do you think me fufficiently wretched^ 
to be thus reduced to folicit vengeance on my 
own head ? Punifti me, it is your duty j but if 
you retain the leaft degree of compaffion for me, 
C ^ ^ do 



^) 
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do rtot, 1 befeech you, drive ifie to defpair ^tti 
thofc Cold looks, and that air of refervc and dif- 
tohtient. When bnce a criminal is condemned 
to die. Sail fcfehtihent fliould ccafe. 



-i.^** 



h E T T E R JII. 

TO ^L^Id^. 



JL/"© -not be impatient, ^madam^ this Ib Ifcc 
laft importunity you will /receive from me* 
Little did I apprehend, in the dawn of my p^ 
iSon, what a train of ills 1 was preparing for 
nlyfcif! I then forefaw none greater than th^ 
bf a hopelefs paiSon, ^which reafon, in time, * 
iHight overcojobe; but I foon experienced one 
touch more intolerable in tbc pain which I felt 
at your difpleafui^e, and now the difcoirery of 
your uneafinefs is infinitely more afflifting than 
all the reft. O Eloifa ! I perceive it with blitcr- 
^efs of foul, my complaints affeft your peace 
bf mind. You continue invincibly filent ; but 
^y li6art is too attentive not to penetrate into 
the fecret agitations of your mind. Your eyes 
appear gloomy, thoughtful, and fixed upon thfe 
*)^DUtld J fomctimes they wander, and fall un- 
^^efigned upon me*, your bloom fades, yt un- 
tiftiai palenefs overfpreads your cheeks; your 
< gaiety forfakes you; you feem oppreffed with 
^>^ief ; and the unalterable fweetnefs of your dif- 
^Jpofiticm alone enables you to prefcrve the fliadow 
«f yoor ofoal jfood-liumour. 
- ^ ^ Whether 
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'VSfh^tjkcr, k be through, ftnfibility, diftjaim^ or 
^%cn compaflion for Di^j fuflSerings^ I fee you ar^ 
ajfeftcd by them. I fear, ho^^cverj to augment 
ypur (JUlrefs, and am. more unhappy on thl9 
account, than fluttered with the hope it might 
|W)iBbIy oc<;afion i for, if I tnow, myfelf, your 

- ha^pii^ft i$ infinitely dearer to me than my own. 
I now begin to be fenfible that I judged very 
eilXOoeQufly of the feelings of my heart, and 
p^ceiv^ too late, that wjxat I at iirft took for - 
^ fleeting phr^nfy is but too inftparably inter- 
wx)vcn with my future deftiny. It is your late 
n^dancholy that has made the increafing pro- 

*?^rcf$ of my maladj^ apparent. The luftrc of 
your eyes, the delicate glow of your comp}e3cion, 
your exeellent^ underftanding, and all the en* 
chantment of your former- vivacity^ could not 
have affefted nie. half f9 much as your prefent 
manifeft dejcftion. Be affurcd, divine maid, 
if if were poffiblc for/ yout^ feel the intolerable 
flame, which yoyr hOi «ight p^nfive days of lan- 
guor and difcontent have kindled in my foul, 
you yourfelf would fhudder at the mifery you 
have caufcd. But there is now no remedy: 
my dcfpair whifpers diat nothing but the cold 
tomb w41l eztinguiih the raging fire within m^ 
breaft. 

Be it fo : he that cannot command felicity 
may at Icaft defervc it. Tou may poffibly be 
obliged to honour with your efteem the man . 
whom you did not deign to anfwer- I am young, 
aftd may, perchance, one day, merit the regard 
ei3L of 
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of which I am now unworthy. In the mean 
time, It is neccflary that I ihould rcftore to you 
that repofe which I have loft for ever, and of . 
which you are, by my prefehce, in fpite of my- 
fclf, deprived. It is but juft that I alone ihould 
iuffer, fince I alone am guilty. Adieu, then, 
too charming Eloifa ! Refume your tranquillity, .* 
and be again happy. To-morrow I am gone 
for ever. But be aflured, that my violent, fptt- 
lefs paflion for you will end only with my life » 
that my heart, full of fo divine an obje^, will 
never debafe itfelf by admitting a fecond iiri- 
prcfGon ; that it will divide all its future homage 
between you and virtue, and that no other flame > 
fhall ever profane the altar at which Eloifa was 
adored* 



B I L L E T I. 

VROM ELOISA 

Jq E not too pofitive in your opinion that your 
abfence is bec;ome neceflary. A virtuous heart 
would overcome its foUy, orbefiient, and thus 
might become, perhaps, too formidable, — But 
you — And, yet you may ftay. 

ANSWER. 

I was a long time filent : your cold indiffer- 
ence forced me to fpeak at laft. Virtue may pofli- 
bly get the better of folly, but who can bear to 
be defpifed by tbofe they love ? .1 muft be gone* 

BILLET 
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B I L L E T n. 

¥'ROM SLOI5A. 

W O, Sir, after what you have fecmcd to feel ^ 
after what you have dared to tell me i a man, 
Aich as you feign yourfelf, will not fly— he will 
do more. - 



ANSWER. 

I Have feigned nothing except a moderate paf- 
fion in a heart filled with defpair. To-morrow 
you will be fatisfied — and, notwithftandingwhat 
you may then fay, I fhall have done leis than it 
would be to fly from you. 



BILLET ni. 

FROM ELOISA. 

Foolish youth! if my life be dear ta 
thee, attempt not thy own.. I am befet, and can 
neither fpeak nor write to you till to-morrow — 
Wait ! 



LETTER IV. 



FROM ELOISA. 

Must I then, at laft, confefs the fotal, 
the ill-difguifed fecreti How often have I 
fworn that it ihould never burft from my heart 
but with my life ! Thy danger wrefls it from' 
me. It is gone, and my honour is lod for ever. 
Alas ! I have but too religioufly performed my 
C 4 vowr 
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TOW : c»n^ tbtfie be a death, more cruel than to^ 
fiirvive one's honour ? 

What (haU I fay? how fhaH 1 breakthe pain- 
ful filence? or, rather^ faa^^el not £aid all, and 
am I not already too wcH underfiood ? Alas! 
thou haft fcen toa much not to dlTune the reft* 
Imperceptibly deluded into the fnare of the fcdu^ 
cer, I fee, without- being able to avoid it, the 
horrid precipice before me.^ Artful man ! it 
i&not tby paffion, but mine, which exciiestliy 
prefumption, Thou.obferrcdft the dittraaSon m 
my foul ; thou availedft thyfelf of it to accom- 
plifli my. ruin } and, now thou hail rendered, 
me defptcable, my greateft^ misfortune is, that i 
am forced to behold thee alfo in a defpicahle light. 
Ungrateful wretch I in retunn for my efteem, 
thou haft: ruined me; Had I fuppofed thy heart: 
capable of cxulcin;g, believe me thou hadft nevec 
enjoyed' thii^ triumph*. 

Well thou Imowefty 9ndr k will ittcreafe thy 
remoriey that there was not in my (bul one vi» 
cious inclination. My virtue and "'innocence 
were inexpreifibly dear to me, and I pleafed my- 
felf with the hopes of cheriihing them in a life 
of induftrious fimplicity. But to what purpofc 
my endeavour,' fince heaven rejefts my oflFering ? 
Tlie Tcry firft day we met, I imbibed the poifon 
which now infefls my fenfes and my reafon : I 
felt it inftamly, and thiae eyes, thy fentimcnts, 
ihy difcourfe, thy guilty pen, daily increafc its 
luajiguity. 

Khave 
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Fkave D^gteftcd nothing tp ftop the progrefs' 
of this fatal paffion. ScQi]U}te of my owii weak- 
>ic&, how gladly vould I hayc ^vade^ tbp jit- 
tack! but the cagcrijicfe of my pprfuit hsjth b^- 
^d my precau^ioQ. A tboufand time? I hi^^e 
ifctoUcd ,to ca(l-myfelf at tl^ feet of tbqfe who 
gave me l>eipg-r- a tbpu&nd times I have detcr^ 
mined to open to t^em xny guilty heart: but they^ 
can form np judgment of its* condition j they^ 
would 9pply but common T^mcdips to a d^fper^te 
^ifeafe: my inother is • weak aod without author 
xity i I know the i^^s^i^ feverity of my f ather^ 
;ind I fhould bring dawn ruin and dilhonour up- 
on myfelf, myfamily^ and thee. My friead i§ 
abfept, mybrothcris no more* 

I have not a pro^or in t^ world to fave me 
from the pjBrfecution of my enemy. In vain % 
implore. the afliftanceof ^i^ven ; Heaven U deaf 
to the prayer? of irrefolQtipn. ;- ]Every thing con-* 
fpircs to increafe my- anxiety— every circum- 
ftance C4jmbines to abandon me to myfelf, or 
rather cruelly to d^livi^r nae up to thee — all na* 
ture feems thy accomplice — my eflTor^s are vain, 
I adore thee in fpite of myf(^lf, And fhall that; 
heart whic?H in its full vigour, was \inable to 
leaft, IhaJl it only half furrender? Shall a 
beart which knows no diQimulation attempt tp 
conceal the p.oor remains pf its weaknefs ? No ^ 
the firft ftep was the c^ofl difficulty and the only 
one wlii^hr I iG|ught never to have taken. Shall 
I now prf teA4 fp ^^P ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^ ^^ 5 ^^^^ ^^^ 



58 E L O I S A. 

falfc ftep plunged ftic into theabyfe, and my de- 
gree of mifcry is entirely in thy power. 

Such is my horrid fituation, that I am forced 
to turn to the author of my misfortunes, and 
implore his proteflion againft himfelf. 1 might— 
1 know I might^— have deferred this confeffion 
of my defpair : I might, for fome time longer, 
have difguifed my fhameful weakncfs, and by 
yielding gradually have impofcd upon myfelf. 
Vain diffimulation ! which could only harve flat- 
tered my pride» but could not fave my virtue. I 
fee but too plainly whither my firA error tends^ 
and fhall not endeavour to prepare for, but to 
cfcape perdition. 

Neverthelefs, if thou art not the very loweft 
of mankind — if the leaft fpark of virtue live* 
withfn thy foul — if it retain any veftige of thofe 
fentimetits of honour which feemed to penetrate 
thy heart, thou canft not poflibly be fo vile as to 
take any unjuft advantage of a confeffion forced 
from me by a fatal diftradtion of my fenfes. 
No; I know thee well: thou wilt fupport my 
wcaknefs, thou wilt become my fafeguard, thou, 
wilt defend my perfon againft my own heart.. 
Thy virtue is the laft refuge of my innocence ; 
thy honour dares confide in thine, for thou canft 
not prcferve one without the other. Ah ! let thy 
generous foul prefervc them both, and at leaft, 
for thy own fake, be merciful; 

Good God ! am I thus fufEciently humbled ? 
I write to thee on my knees •, I bathe my paper 
with my tears j I pay to thee my timorous ho- 
mage: 
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mage : and yet thou art not to believe mc igno» 
rant that it Was in my power to have reverfed the 
fccne ; and that, with a little art, which would 
have rendered me defpicable in my own eyes, I 
might have been obeyed and worfhipped. Take 
the frivolous empire, I relinquilh it to my friend ;. 
but leave me, ah ! leave me, my innocence. I 
had rather live thy flave, and preftrve my virtue, 
than purchafe thy obedience at the priceof my 
honour. Shouldeil thou deign to hear me, what 
gratitude mayeft thou not claim from her wha 
will owe to thee the recovery of her reafon? 
How charming muft be the tender union of twa 
fouls unacquainted with guilt ! Thy vanquiihed 
paffions will prove the fource of happinefi, and 
thy pleafures will be worthy of heaven itfelf. 

I hope, nay I am confident, that the man ta 
whom I have given my whole heart will not belie 
my opinion of his generofity ; but I flatter my-« 
felf, alfo, if he is mean enough tatake the leaft 
advantage of my weakneis, that contempt and 
indignation will reftore my fenfes, and that I am 
not yet funk fo low as to fear a lover for whom I 
fhould have reafon to blufli. Thou (halt be vir- 
tuous, or be defpifed 5 I will be refpcftcd, or be 
myfelf again : it is the only hope I have Icft^ 
preferable tatbe hope of deaths 



LETTER 
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LETTER Y. 



TO ELOISA, 



Celestial pow^w l I poffeffed a foul ca- 
pable of affliftion : O infpirc me wuh one 
that can bear felicity I Divine love ! fpirit of xny 
cxiftence, O fupport me ! for I fink down oppref- 
fed with extacy^ How inexpreffiUe are the charms^ 
of virtue !. How invincible the power of a be* 
}ovedoh^eA! fortune, pleafure, tranfport, h«w 
poignant yotir impreffion I O, how 0iall I with-, 
ftand the rapid torrent of blifs which overflows. 
jny heart, and bow dJfpcl the apprehenfion$ of ai 
timorous maid ? Eloi&— no I my Eloifa on her 
knees 1 nay Eioifa weepl^—— Shall &e to whom. 
the uniTtrfe Ihould bend fupplicate the ntzn 
trho adores her to be careful of h^ honour^ 
and to prefervc hi& own 2 Were it pofliWc for 
me to be out of humour with you, I Ihould be a 
Jittle angry at your fears : they are difgraceful 
to us both. Learui thou chafte and heavenly 
beauty, to know better the nature of thy empire.. 
If I adore thy charming perfoo, is it not for 
the puriqr ^ that fouVby whkh it is animated, 
n^d wh^h bean fuck ineffable marks of its di-^ 
vine origk?^You trembk whh apprche«SoB ! 
good God ! what hath fhe to fear, who ftamps 
with reverence and honour every fentimcnt fhe 
infpires? Is there a man upon earth who could 
be vUe enough to offer the Icaft infuU to fuch 

•Virtue ? ^ , 

Permit, 
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Permit, O permit me, to enjoy the unex- 

pefted happinc& of being beloved beloved by 

fuch. ^Yc princes of the world, I now look 

down upon your grandeur. Let me read a thou- 
iknd and a thoufand times that enchanting epiftle 
where thy tender lentiments are painted in fuch 
fi^oog and glowmg colours; where I obftrvc 
with traafport, nocwithftanding the violent agi- 
tation of thy foul, that even the moft lively paf-* 
iions of a noble heart never lofe fight of virtue, . 
What monftcr, after having read that; aflfefting 
letter, could take advantage of your generous 
c^onfeifion, and attempt a crime which muft in- 
fallibly make him wretched and deipicaUe even 
to himfelf,. No,^ my dearcft, Eloila, there can. 
be nothing to fear from a friend, a lover, who 
muft ever be incapable of deceiving ypu*^ Though- 
I fliould entirely have loft my reafon, though the 
difcompofwre of my fenfcs (hould hourly iacreafc,^ 
your p^rfou will always- appear to me, not only 
the moft beautiful, but the moft facred dcpofit 
with which mortal was e^r entrufted* My 
paflSion, like its objeft, 13 vn^lterably pure. Thi 
horrid idea of inceft does not fhock nie more than 
the thought of polluting your heavenly chjtrm^ 
\(rith a facrilpgignf touch : ypu are not mgre io- 
^iolj^ly fafc vfith ypwr owq parent than witU 
your Ipver. Xf ever tb*t happy Ipvcr flioijJd in 
your prefence forget himfelf but for a n^tnei^^f 
O, 'tis impoffible. When I am no longer in 
love with virtue^ my love for Eloiiii muft expire : 

on 
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tm my firft offence, withdraw your affcftion, and 
caft me off" for ever. 

' Bjr the purity of oUr mutual, tcndernefs, 
therefore, I conjure you, banifh all fufpicion. 
Why fliould your fear exceed the paffibns of your 
lover ! To what greater felicity can I afph-c, 
When that with which I am bleft is already 
more than I am well able to fupport ? We are 
both young, and in love unexperienced, it is true y 
but is that honour which conduAs us a deceit- 
ful guide 7 can that experience be needful which 
IS acquired oniy from vice ? I am ftrangely de- 
ceived, if the principles of reftitude are not 
rooted in the bottom of my heart. In truth, 
my Eloifa, I am no vile feducer, a$, in your 
defpair, you were pleafed to call me ; but am 
artlefs, and of great feasibility, eafily difcover- 
ing my feelings, but feeling nothing at which I 
ought to blufh. To fay all in one word, my love 
for Eloifa is not greater than my abhorrence of a 
^rime. I am even doubtful, whether the love 
which you infpire be not in its nature ihcom- 
patible with vice ; and whether a corrupt heart 
could poffibly feel its influence. As for me, the 
fiiorc I love you, the more exalted are my fen- 
timents. Can there be any degree of virtue, 
however unattainable for its own fake, to which 
I Would not afpire to become more worthy of 
Eloifa? 



LETTER 



I 
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LETTER VI.. 

B L ai S ilr T O C L A R A. 



S my, dear coufia refolded to fpcnd her whole 
life in bewailing hes poor Challiot, and will 
Ihe forget the living becaufe of the dead ? I 
fympathife in your grief and think it juft^ but 
fhall it therefore be eternal f Since the death of 
your mother ihe was a£iduoufly careful of your 
education ; fhe was. your friend rather than youc 
govcrnefs. She loved you with gceat tendernefs, 
and me, for your fake: her inftru£lions were all 
intended to enrich pur hearts with principles of 
honour and virtue. All this I know, my dear,, 
and acknowledge it with gratitude ^ but» confefs 
with me alfo, that in fome refpefts (he afted very 
imprudently ; that (he often indifcreetly told us 
things with which we had no concern ^ that fhe 
entertained us eternally with maxims of gallan- 
try, her own juvenile aditentures,, the manage- 
ment of amours ; and that to avoid the fnares 
of men, though flie might tell us not to give 
car to their proteilations, yet fhe certainly in^ 
flruAed us in many things with which there wasc 
no neceflity for young girls to be made acquaint- 
ed. Refleft, therefore, upon her death as a mif- 
fortune, not without fome confolation. To 
girls of our age her leiTons grew dangerous, and 
who knows but hes^ven may have taken het from 
us the very moment in which her removal be- 
came neceflary to our future happincfs ! Ttc- 

membcr 
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member the falutary advice you gave me wtcn 
I was deprived of the b^ of brothers. Was 
Challiot dearer to you ? Is your lofs greater than 
mioe i. 

Return, my dear ; fhe has nQ- longer- any oe- 
cafion for you. Alas ! whilft you are^ wafting 
jour time in fupcrfluous affliftion,may not your 
abfencc be prodoftive of greater evils? Why arc 
you not afraid, who know the beatings of my 
heart, to abandon your friend to misfottiwics 
which your prefencc might prevent ? O Clara I 
ftrange things have happened fipce your depart- 
ure. You will tremble to bear th€ danger to^ 
which I have been expof^d by my imprudence. 
Thank heaven, I hop^e 1 have now nothing to 
fear : but unhappily I am as it were at the mercy 
of another. You. alone> can r^ftore me to my- 
felf : hafte, therefore, to my aflSftahce. So long as 
your attendance was of fervice to poor Challiot 
I was filent i I (bould even have been the firft to 
exhort you to fuch an adl, of benevolence : but, 
now (he is no^ more, her family are become the 
objeas- of your charity: of this obligation wc 
could better acquit ourfclves if we were toge- 
ther, aixd your gratitude might be difcharged 
without negleAing jouf friend. 

Since my ffither took his leave of us we have 
reiumed our former maoner of living. My mo- 
tjber leaves me lefs frcqucptly alone ; not that 
flie has 2fij fufpicioQ. Her vili^s employ more 
tin^c than it would be proper for me to fpare 
frcMja my JittJe ftijdies, apd in her ;\^fence Bab 



*w 
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JiU^ ber place bfit negligcntlf.. Now, though I 
da not think, m; good mother fnfficiently watch- 
fuls I cannot refolve to ' tell her fo. I would 
willingly provide for my own fafety without 
lofii^g her efteem, and you alone are capable of 
managing thb matter.. Return,, then, my dear 
Clara,, pr'ythee return. I regret every Icflbn at 
which you are not prefent, and am fearful of be- 
coming too learned^ Our preceptor is not only 
a man of great merit, but of exemplary virtue, 
and therefore more dangerous.. I am too well 
fatisfied with him to be fo with myfelf. For 
with girls of our age, it is always fafer to be two 
than one, be the man ever fo virtuouf • 



LETTER VIL 

A N S W S R. 

I Undcrfiand, and tremble for you : not that 
I think your danger fo great as your imagU 
uation would fuggeft. Tour fears make me lefs 
appreheniive for the prefent ; but I am terrified 
with the thought of what may hereafter happen. 
Should you be unable to conquer your paflion, 
what will become of you ! A Ws, poor Challiot, 
how often, has (he foretold that your firft figh 
would mark your fortune* Ah! Eloifa, fo 
young, and thy deftiny already accomplifhed ? 
Much I fear we fhall find the want of that fcn- 
fible woman, whom, in your opinion, we hav^ 
loft for our advaatagcl Sure I am, it would bt 

advantagec^K^. 
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advantageous for us to fall inta fiill fafer hands; 
but fhe has made us too knowing to be governed 
by another, yet not fuflBcientlyfota govern our- 
iclves : flie only was able to (hield us from the 
danger to which^ by her indifcretion, we are ex- 
po led. She was extremely communicative, and, 
confideririg our age, we ourfelves feem to have 
thought pretty deeply. The ardent and tender 
friendfliip which had united us, almoft from our 
cradles, expanded our hearts, and ripened them 
into fenfibility perhaps a little premature. Wc 
are not ignorsmt of the paffions, as to their 
fymptoms and effcfts ; the art of fuppreffing 
them feems ta be all we want. Heaven grant 
that our young philofopher may know this art 
belter than wcl 

By fi/^youknow^whb I mean: for my part^ 
ChalGot ufed always to fay, that my giddinefs 
would be my fecurity in the place of reafon, 
that I fhould never have fenfe enough to be in 
love, and that I was too condantly fooltfli to 
be guilty of a great folly. My dear Eloifa, be 
careful of yourfelf! the better ihe thought of 
your underftanding, the more ihe was appre« 
henfive of your heart. Neverthelcfs, let not 
your courage fink. Your prudence and your 
honour, I am certain, will exert their utmoft, 
and I aflure you, on my part, that friendihip 
fhall do every thing in its power. If we are too 
knowing for our years, yet our manners have 
been hitherto fpotlefs and irreproachable. Be- 
lieve me, my dear, there arc many gifls, who 

though 
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though they may have more fimplidty, have Icfi 
virtue than ourfelvcs : we know what virtue 
means, and are virtuous by choice ; and that 
fecms to me the moft fecufe. 

And yet, from what you have told me, I 
fliall not enjoy a moment's rcpofe till we meet ; 
1^ for, if you are really afraid, your danger is not 
entirely chimerical. It is true, the means af 
prefcrvation are very obvious. One word to 
your mother, and the thing is done : but I un- 
derftand you 5 the expedient is too conclufive : 
you would willingly be aflured of not being 
vanquifhed, without lofing the honour of hating 
fuftained the combat. Alas f my poor coufin — 

if there was the leaft glimmering Baron d'E- 

tange confent to give his daughter, his only 
child, to the ion of an inconfiderabie tradefman 
without fortune ! Doft thou prefume to hope he 
will ? — or what doft thou hope ? — what wouldft 
thou have ? poor Eloifa ! — Fear nothing, how* 
ever, on my account. Your friend will keep your 
fecret. Many people might think it more ho- 
neft to reveal it — ^perhaps they are right. For 
my part, who am no great cafuift, I have no "i 
notion of that honefty which is incompatible I 
with confidence, faith, and friendfliip. I ima-^ 
gine that every relation, every age, hath its pe- 
culiar maxims, duties, and virtues; but what , 
might be prudence in another, in me would be 
perfidy ; and that to confound thcfe things, 
would more probably make us wicked, than 
wife and happy. If your love be weak, we wilt 

overcome 
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overcome it j but, if it be extreme, violent mca- 
fures may produce a tragical. cataftrophe, and 
friendfljip vpill attempt nothing for v^rhich it 
cannot l)e anfwerablo After all, I ftatter my- 
felf that lihall have little reafgn to complain of 
your conduft when I. have you once under my 
eye. You ftiall fee what it J3. to have a. duenna 
of eighteen ! 

You kuow, my dear gjrl^ that I am not abfent 
upon pleafurc j and really the country is not fo 
agreeable, m the fpring as- you imagine : one 
fuffers at thish time both heat and cold ; for the 
trees afford us no fliade, and hi the houfe it i$ 
too cold ta live veiihout fire. . My father too, in 
the midiV of his^ building, begins to perceive 
thai the gasettrcomes later hither than to town ; 
fo that we all wifh to return, and I hope to 
embrace you in a, few days. But what caufes 
nvy. inquietude ia^ that a few days make I know 
not what number of hours, many of which arc 
deftincd to the philofophcr— to the philofopher, 
coufiu I you underftand me* Remember that 
the clock ftrikcs thofe hours entirely for him ! 

Do not bluih, my dear girl, turn down your 
eyes, or look grave : your features will not fuf- 
fer it.. You know I never^ in my life, could weep 
without laughing, and yet I have not lefs fenfi- 
bility than other people: I do not feel our repa- 
ration lefs feverely, nor am I lefs afflifted with 
the lofs of poor Challiot. Her family I am re- 
folved never to abandon, and I fincerely. thank 
mj kind^&iend for her promife to afllft me : but 

to 
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to let flip an opportunUy of doing good were 
to be no more myfelf. I confefs the good crea- 
ture tras rather too talkative, free enough on 
certain occafions, a little indifcreet ivith young 
girls, and that &e was fond of old ftories and 
times paft : fo that 1 do not fo much regret the 
qualities of her ttiitid, though, among fome bad 
ones, many of them were excellent : the loft 
which I chiefly deplore is the goodneft coF her 
heart, and that mixture of maternal and fittcrly 
a9fe£tron, which made htr inexpreffibly 4ejtr to 
tne. My mother I fcarce knew ; 1 am indeed 
beloved hy my father ars much as it is pbffibte 
jfor him to love : your afeiiaWe brother is n^ 
'inore ; and I very felS©m 'fte my own. Tlius 
'am I left alone, almoft defolate, as an orphan. 
You are my only confolation, Yes, my EloiiW 
live^, and I will weep no more ! 

■P. 5. Eor fear of an accident, I ihall dircA 
this l^cr to our preceptor. 



* L E T T E R VIII. 

TO E L O I S A. 

\Jr My fair Etoiiii, i^hata ftran^ caprici^tis 
deity is Love ! My prcfent feRcity feems fan* 
to exceed my mofl fangtiine expectations, and 

ytt 

* It is plain there k a ehafm here, and the reader will find 

iUMttj in the conife of this correfpondence. Several of the* let- 

%«n^lre left, ^^kers are fnppr^ed, and fome hate been cartall* 

'^i but there appears to be nothtng wanting eflential ta the 

ftory. 
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yet I am difcontcnted. You love mc, you con- 
fcfs your paffioui and yet I iigh. My pre- 
fumptuous^ heart dares to wifh ftill farther, 
though all my wifhes ar« gratified. I am pu- 
ni(hed with its wild imaginations j they render 
mc unhappy in the very bofom of felicity. Do 
not, however^ believe that I have forgotten the 
laws you have impofed^ or loft the power of 
obedience : no ; but I am difpleafed lo find the 
obfervance of thoie laws irkfome to mc alone j 
that you, who not long ago were all imbecility, 
are now become fo great a heroine ; and that 
you are fo exceffively careful to prevent every 
proof of my integrity* 

How you are changed^ and you alone, within 
thcfe two months ! "Where is now your languor, 
your difguft, your dcje^ed look ? The graces 
have again refumed their port ; your charms are 
all returned •, the new blown rofe is not more 
JreQi and blooming; yoi;i have recovered your 
vivacity and wit ; you i*ally, even mc, as for- 
merly ; but what hurts me more than all this, is, 
that you fwcar eternal fidelity with as much 
gaiety and good-humour as if it were fomething 
droll or indifferent. 

O, my fair inconftant 1 is this the charaije- 
:riftic of an ungovernable, paffion ? If you*wcre 
in any degree, at war with your inclinations, 
would not the conftraint threw a damp upon your 
enjoyments ? O, how infinitely more amiable 
you were, when lefs beautiful 1 . How do I regret 
that pathetic palencfs, that precious aflurancc 

. of 
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of a lover's happinefsi and hate that (prightly 
health which you have recovered at the expen^! 
of my repofe ! Yes, I could be much better fa- 
tisfied with your indlfpofitiony than with that 
air of content, thofe fparkling eyes, that bloom- 
ing complexion, which confpire to infult me. 
Have you already forgot the time when you were 
glad to fue for mercy? O, Eloifa! the violent 
temped hath been very fuddenly allayed. 

But what vexes me mod, is, that,. after ha- 
ving committed yourfelf. entirely to my honour, 
you fhould feem apprehenfive and mifiniftful 
where there is na danger. Is it thus I am reward- 
ed for my difcrecion I Does my inviolable re- 
fpcft deferve to be thus affronted ? Your father's 
* abfence is fo far from giving you more liberty, 
that it is now almoft impoflible to find you 
alone. Your confiant cou6n never leaves you a 
moment. I find we. are infenfibly returnii^ to 
Our forpaer circumfpc^Vion, with this difference 
-only, what was then irkfome to ypu is npvf bc- 
• come matter of amufement. 

What recompenfe can I expeft for the purity 
of my adoration, if not your efteem ? And to what 
' purpofe have I abftatned even from the leaft in- 
dulgence, if it produces no gratitude ? In fhort, 
' I am weary of fuffering ineffeftually, and of 
living in a ftate of continued felf-denial, without 
being allowed the merit of it. I cannot. be^r 
, to be defpifed whilft you are growing, ev(?ry day 
more beautiful. Why am I to gaze eternally on 
. thofe delicious fruits .which my lips dare not 

touch ? 
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touch ? Muft I relinquilh all hope^ i^ithout the 
fatisfiadion of a vokmtarry facr'rficc ? -No, fincc 
you depend no longer upon inj^-honour, it ftands 
Tcleafed from its vain ctjgagcmcnts ; your own 
|)rccautions are fufficient. You ;we «ngrat«firf, 
and I am too fcrupulous ; but for the future € 
am refolded not to rcjeft the happindft ifrhkh 
fortune, in fpite of you, may throw in my ''^ay. 
Be it as it will, I find thut I tiare taken- ^poti 
me a charge that is above myxapadty. Eloifa, 
you arc once more your oim guardian. I muft 
refign the depofit which J cannot prefinrve with- 
out being tempted to a tecach of faith, and 
^hich you yourfclf are able to fcairc with kfe 
difficulty than you were pleafcd to imagine. 

1 fpeak fcriouflyl ^depend upon your own 
ftrength, elfe laanHh me, or, in other 'words, 
deprive me of exiftence. The promife I made 
was raiSi and mconfiderate ; and I am amas&ed 
how I have been -able to keep it fo long. I ^©n- 
feis it flight ^o remain foncvcr rnviolablej but 
of that I now perceive the impcffibil^. He 
whowantonly expofcs his vinjue to fiich feverc 
trials deferves to fail. Believe me, faireft a- 
«nong women ) that you will always be honoured 
^nd rcfpefted by him who valued life only on 
your account? but reaffon may forialce me, and 
my into^cated fenfes may hint the perpetration 
of a crime, which* in my cooler hours, I IboukL 
abhor. I am, however, happy in the reflexion 
that I h^ve not hitherto abufed your confidence. 
Two whole months have I irhimphed over 

myfclf J 
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inyfelf ; but I am entitfed to the reward due to 
as many ages of torment. 



L E T T E R IX. 

JTROM ELOISA. 

1 Comprehend you : the pleafures of vice, and 
the reward of virtue, would juft cbnftitute the 
felicity you wifli to enjoy. Are thefe your mo- 
rals? Truly, my good friend, your generofity 
was of fhort duration. Is h poifible that it 
could be entirely the effeft of art? There is 
fomcthing ludicrous, however, in complaining 
of my health. "Was it that you hoped to fee it 
entirely deftroyed by my ridiculous pafSon, and 
expeftcd to have me at your feet, imploring 
your pity to fave my fife? or did you treat me 
with refpea whHft I -continued friglitful, M^ih 
an intention to reti^ft your promife as fooff as 
I fhould m any degree become an objeft of de- 
ftre?— I fee nothing fo Ta% meritorious in 
fuch a facrifice. 

WiA equal jufllce, you are pleafed to re- 
proach me for the care I have lately taken to 
prevent thofe painful combats with yourfelf, 
when in reality you ought to deem it an obli- 
gation. You then fetracS your engagement, on 
account of us being too b^urthenfome a duty; 
fo that in the fame breat'h you compjain of hav' 
«ig too much and cff not having enough to do. 
Recoiled yourfelf a little, and endeavour to be 
more confiftcnt, that your pretended fuffcrings 
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may totem iefs frirolous appearance: or peiv 
liaps it would be more-advifeable to put off ti^t _ 
difTimulation which is iaconliftent with your 
chaimfter* Say what you will, your heart is 
much better fatisfied with mine than.you would 
have me think. Uiigratcful man ! .^u4are~bttt 
too well acquainted with its feeliogs. £«en.vyour 
own letter ' contradifts you by the^^iety/of its 
ftilc: you would not have fo much wit if you 
had lefe tranquillity. JBut 4?nough •4>f vain rer 
preach to you : let me now reproach myfelf : it " 
will probably be with more Teaibn. 

The content and fereniiy with which I have 
been bleffed pf late is in confident with my for- 
mer declaration, and I canfefs you have cftufe 
to be furprifed at the contrail. You were then 
41 witnefs to my defpair, and you now behold in 
me too much tranquillity; henceyou pronounce 
me inconftant and capricious. Be not, my 
^ood friend, too fevere in your judgment. This 
heart of mine cannot be known in one day. 
Have patience, and, in time, you may probably 
difcover it to be not unworthy your g-egf rd. 
Unlefs you were fenfible how much I was 
fbocked when 1 firft dctefled my heart in its 
paffion for you, it is impoffible to form any idea 
. of what I fuffered. The maxims I imbibed in' 
my education were fo extremely fevere, that 
love, however pure, fcemed highly criminal. I 
was taught to believe that a young girl of fen- . 
iibility was ruined the moment (he fuffered a 
tender cxpreffion to pafs her lips: tny difpr- 

dered 
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'^ered imagination confounded the cvii^e with 
•the ccmie&on of my love, ai^d I had conceived, 
fo terrible an jdea of the firft ftep, that I few 
little or ao interval between that and the Uft- 
An extreme diffidence of niyfelf increafed the 
^larm; thellraggjesof modeftjr appeared to be 
thofe of viMie^ and the uneaiinefe of fileoce 
feetned th<? importunity of dcfire. Tfee mo- 
ment I had fppke % concluded myfelf loft be- 
yond redemptions and yet I inuft bj^ye fpokea 
tar have pacified with you for eyer. Thus, un- 
able to diljguife my fcirtimettt?, i endeavoured 
to excite your.generofity, and, depending ra- 
ther upon you than on myfelf^ I chofe.to en- 
gage your honour in my dcfenfe, as I could 
have little reliance on a refdurce of which I 
believed tnyfdf already deprived. 

I foon difcovercd my error: I had fcarce 
opened my mind when I fpund myfelf miich 
waller; the inftant I received your anfwcr I be- 
*came perfefily calnt; and two months experi- 
ence has informed me that my too tender heart 
hath*necd of love, but that m^ paffiotis can reft 
fatiefied without a lover> J^ow^fudgej you who 
ai^ a lover of virtue, what joy Iiamft have fdt 
at this difcovery. Emerged from the profound 
ignominy into which my fears liad plunged me, I 
now tafte the delicious pletifure of a guiltlefs 
jpaffion: it conftitutes Allmy happinefe: it hath 
had an influence on ray temper and health: I 
can conceive no paradife on earth equal to the 
union -of love a»nd innocence. 

© a I feared 



76 E L O I S A. 

I feared you no longer; and when I endai- 
vourcd to avoid being alone with you, it vTas 
rather foi' your fake than my own. Wour eyes, 
your fighs, betrayed more tranfpotrthah pru- 
dence : but though you had for^otterrlhe bounds 
you yourfelf prefcribed, J fhoold^itot* 

Alas, my friend, I wifh I xouid xommumcatts 
to you that tranquillity of fodl which Inow en- 
joy I Would it were in my powertorteach you 
lobe contented and happy ! *What fear, what 
fhame can embitter our felicityf In thebafom 
of love we might talk of virtue without a blaifh. 

And tatfie.the pleafuresinnoceocc beftow*. 
And yet a ftrange foreboding whifpcrs to my 
heart, that thefe arethconly daysof bappinefs 
allotted us by heaven. Our future profpeft pre- 
fcnts nothing to my view, but abfence, anxiety^ 
dangers, and difficulties.. The leaft change iri 
OUT prefent fituation muft neccffarily be for the 
•worfe. Were we even united for ever, I am 
not certain whether our happinefs would, not 
t)e deftroyed by its cxcefs; the moment of pof- 
feffion is a dangerous crifis* . ^ 

I conjure thee, my kind, my only friend, to 
endeavour to cklm the turbulence of thofe vain 
defires, which are always followed by regret, rcr 
pcntancc, and forrow. Let us peaceably enjoy 
our prefent felicity. You have a pleafure in 
■giving me inftruftion, and you know but too 
well with what delight I liftcn to be inftrufled. 
Let your Icffons be yet more frequent, that we 

may 
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jBoaj be as little afunder as decency will allow, 
.Our abfent moments fhallbe employed in writ- 
ing to, each other, and thus none of the preci- 
ous time will pafs in vain, which one day pofli- 
bly we might give the world to recal. Would 
to heaven that our prefent happinefs might end 
only with our lives ! To improve one's under- 
ftanding, jto adorn one's mind, indulge one's 
heart: can there poffibly be any addition to 
our felicity ? 



L E T T E R X. 

TO £ LOl S A. 

JtiOW entirely was my Eloifa in the righ't 
when (he faid that I did not yet know her 
fufficicntly ! I conftantly flatter myfelf that I 
have difcovered every excellence of her foul, 
when new beauties daily meet my obfervation. 
What woman, but yourfelf, could ever unite 
virtue and tendernefs, fo as to add new charms 
to both ? In fpite of myfelf I am forced toad^ 
m'.rc and approve that prudence which deprives 
me of all comfort, and there is fomething fo ex- 
ceffively engaging in the manner of impofing 
your prohibitions, that I almoft receive them 
; with delight. 

I. am every day more pofnive that there is no 
happinefs equal to that of being beloved by Eloi- 
fa; and fo entirely am I of this opinion th« I 
would not prefer even the perfon of Eloifa to 
I>3 th>5 
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thcpolfefflbn of her heart. But, why this Bitf^ 
itT alternjitive ? Can things bfe incdmpatibils 
which are united in nature? Out time, you^ 
fay, is precious; let Us'6njoy 6ur good formiie^ 
without troubling itspufe ftreim witH dUr im- 
patience. Se it.fo : but fhall w6, becaufe We 
are moderately happy, rejeftfupreme felicity ?r 
i& hot all that tifiie l6ft which might have been 
better employed t. tf it were poffiblfe to live a 
thoufand years in. one quarter of aixhour, What 
purpofe would it anfwer to tcH over the tedions . 
numbers of days as tfiey paffed h 

Your opinion of our prefent fituation is very/ 
juft: tarn conVinfc^d I dtigltl.to be happy, and\ 
yet I atn miich the reverfe. The difiatds of' 
wifdom may,coAtinu€ to flow from your lips, but 
the voice of nature is (h»eiiger thanyour's : and; 
how can we avoid Uftening to her,, when Ihe 
jfpeaks the knguageef our awck hearts K Of all 
fablunary things, I know of nothing except> 
yourfelf, which defervcs a moment^s attention. 

. Without you, nature would have no allure- 
ments: her empire is in your charms^ and there 

. ihe is irrefiftible. 

Your heart^^ divine Eloifa, feels none of this.. 
You arc content to ravifli our fenfes, and are 
not at war with your own. It fliould feem that 
your foul is too fublime for human paSSvOns, and 
thet you hfve not only the beauty but the purity 
oif angels-^a purity which murmuring I revere,, 
and to which t would gladly afpire. But, no : 
Xam condemned to, creep uponthe eaitb* and to 

behold 
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befa<:^ct£l0i&^acdi>ftellati(»iinthe heavens. 04 
4Xk9ky you cotHinue to be happy^ though I am* 
wretched! enjoy your virtues;, and perdition 
e^cfa the vile mortal wtio (hall ever attempt to 
Utrrmih one of them I Yes, my £loifa| be happy, ' 
acid I will endeavour to forget my.own mifery,, 
in the recoHeflion of ypur blifs. If I know my 
heart, my love is as fpotlcfs as its adorable ob- 
jeft. The palfions which your charms have cn- 
ilaiued are extinguifhed by the piwity of your 
foul: I dare not difturb its ferenity. Wh^n- 
everl am tempted to take theleaft liberty, I find 
iftyfelf reftrained rdther by th^ dread of inter* ' 
fupting yoiir peace of mind, than by the fear of 
offending* In my purfuit of faappinefs, I have 
confidered onlyJn ^hat degree it might affect 
* my £loi&; und, finding it incompatible with, 
her's, I can be wretched without repining. 

With what ineitpUcable, jarring ientiments 
you have infpired me I I am at once^fubmiCBire 
and daring, mild and impetuous. Your looks 
Inflame my heart with love> and when I bear 
your voice I ata captirvated with the charms of 
hmocence. If ever I prefume to indulge a 
Irifhful ideai it is in your abfenoc. Your image 
ix\ my mind 18 the only objeft of my paffionate- 
ftdoi'ationw 

And yet I litnguHh and coniume away i my 
blood is all^n ftre, and every attempt to damp 
the flame fetves but to increase its fervour. Still 
i{have caufe to think myfcH very happy; and 
^I;dQ». Surely. Lhaiveilittle reafoiuto compMn>^ 

when?. 
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Vjhen I would not change my fituation with the 
greatcft monarch upon earth. But yet fome 
fiend torments me, whofe purfuits it is impoifi- 
bic to elude Methinks I would not die, and 
yet lam daily expiring; for you only! v^ifh to 
live, and you alone are the caufe of my deaths 



LETTER XL 

FROM ELOr&j^, 



JM. Y attachment to my dear friend grows 
every day ftrongcr; your abfcnce becomes 
infupportable,. and I ha^ no relief but in- 
my pen. Thus, my love keeps pace with your's; 
for I fudge of your paffion by your real fear 
of offtnding: your former fears were only 
feigned with an intent to advance your caufe. 
It is an eafy matter todiftinguifh the dilates of 
an affliSed heart from the frenfy of a heated 
imagination, and J fee a thoufand times more 
afFcflion in your prefent conftraint than in 
your former delirium. I know alfo that your 
fituation, reftrained as it i«, is not wholly be- 
reft of pleafure. A fincere lover muft be very 
happy in making frequent (acrifices to a grate- 
ful miftrefs, when he is aflured that not one of 
them will be forgotten, but that ihe will trea- 
fure the remembrance in her heart. 

Bpt who knows whether, prefuming on my 
fenfibility, 'this may not be a deeper, and there- 
fore a more dangerous plot than the former ? O, 

not 
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not the fufpicAon was unjuft; you certainly 
cannot mean to deceive me : and yet prudence 
tells me to be more fufpicious of compaJBion 
than even- of love; for I find myfelf more affeft^ 
.cd byr your refpcQ than by all your tranfport-j 
fo that, a$ you are grown more boneft, you are 
become in proportion more formidable. 

In the overflowing of my heart I will tell you 
.a truth, of which your own feelings cannot fail to- 
convince you : it is, that in fpite of fortune, pa- 
.rents, and of ourfelves,. our fates are united for 
ev^r, and we can bepnly bappy or miferable to- 
ipther. Our fouls, . if I mayufe the expreffion, 
touch in all points, and we feel an entire cohe- 
rence: correftme if I fpeak unphilofophically. 
Our deftiny may part us,, but cannot difunite us. 
Henceforward our pains and pleaf*ires muft be 
jnutual ; and, like the magnet3,.of which I have 
heard you fpeak„that have the fame motioathough 
in different places, we fhouldliave the famefen- 
iationa at the two extremities of the world. 
. Banilh, therefore, the vain hope, if you ever 
cntertainedit, of exclufive happinefs to be pur- 
chafed at the expenfe cyf mine. Do not flatter 
yourfelf vnth the idle profpeft of felicity founded 
upon Eloifa's diflionour, or imagine that you 
could behold my ignominy and my tears with- 
out horror. Believe me, my dear friend, I know 
your heart better than yourfelf. A paffion fo 
tenderandfo true cannot poflibly excite an im- 
pure defire ; but we are fo attached, that if we 
were on the^ brink of perdition it would be im- 
I>S poffible 
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j}offiblc f(^ tiEs to fan lingly ; of toy rum yout^. 
is the iht citable cohfeqttertc^. 

i fliould be gfed to tfbhvfiice yoiSirhow fteceffar y 
It is for us both that I fhould be entrufted with tbe 
care of otir deftiny. Cstiiyoa doiibt £hitt yt)ii are 
-s$ dear tO;ttic as rtiyfelf, or that I can enjoy any 
liappinefs cxcltifive of your-sf No,, my. dear 
fri€nd,.our intct^te«cft6Qy the fame, b«t I'hav^ 
i'athei'morcaiftiskk^, ahd have thereforemorfe rea- 
fon t'obc Vt^tchf hI. 1 5 Wil I am youttgcft ;, btti did: 
you iiet«r (dbkfve tba* if^^fonbe generallf Wi-- 
leer, a»Kl f&olMsr H^tio deca5;;i^ oOt fex, it alft> 
•^omes to6r6 earfy to Maturity ttem'myour*"sf alSn- 
-vcgeta'tifon die moftf^blfe plants arrivefooneft at> 
A€irperfc6i4<W^ltBd<Bfibimiom W-c find ourTelVes^, 
frofti our firft cfe^eptio»of things, cfltfrHfted \irith. 
io valuable a tteaftit*,. that 6uv dtaid of e^nfe- 
qiiences fooft4infolds our j^idgaien*, a«id an ear-^ 
ly fcnfe of our danger excites our t^igilance. 

In ihorti, the mor* I vtSt&: upon- oui" fituari- 
on, the more I am. com^i»c6d that Ibte and ircai- 
fonjoin in myiTequcft: ftiflSer -yourfelf, then, to. 
•be led by. the gsmlt deky^: for,! though/ be is.. 
•bHnd, he is not jua ufefcfs gttide. 

I am not quite trertain that this language of; 
my heart will be perfectly intelligible to y©ur%, 
0t tb^t my. letter willlibe read with thefamc emo- 
tion with wWch it was written: -nor am toon- 
Tinced that partkttlar objects will o?w appear 
-to us in the fatoe Kght ;, but certain I am, that 
the advice of either which tends leaft towards fopa- 
imtchiLTipinefs, htfiatwhicb wcoo^W follow- 
■ ^ tBTTER 
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LETTER XII. 

T-O- ELX) I S Ai 

%J My Elpifa, how pathetic is the languagjj' 
of nature!- HdwpUiniy do IpcrGcive in your 
lift letter the ferenity of ionecence^ and the 
foliclttide of love ! Yoar fcntinven.t8 ai« expreflf- 
ed without art or trouble, and convey a more dc- 
Kcate feafation to the mind than all the refined 
periods of ftudied elocution/* Your reafons - 
ar« incontrov^rtible,,but urged with fuch ai^^ 
^ir of fimplicity, that they fecm lefs cogent at 
firft than they^ really are ; .and your manner of 
expreiSng the fublimcft fentiments is fo natural- 
and eafy^ thajt^^without Jeflexion one is apt ta 
miftaUc them for common opinions. 

Yes, my Eloifa^\ the care of our deftiny fhaU 
be entirely your's : Aot becaufc it is your right,.* 
bxitas your duty, and as a piece of jjittice X cx- 
pe6led from your judgment, .fo;r the injury you^ 
have done to mine. From this moment to the 
ead of ipylife, I refign ?iyfelf to yciur will;^ 
dilpofe of me as of one who ha^ no intereft 
of his owDf," and whofe exiftense ,hath np con^- 
Bcxion but with ypu; J>oubt not thati wiUfly 
from my refolation, be the terms you impofe 
ever fo rigorous i for though I myfelf fhould pro- 
fit nothii^ by my ofecdi^m:e, if it. adds but one 
jot to your felicity lam fuJSci^ikly rewarded. 
ThieiefQire, Irelinquiffctoyou, without jcfcrve, 

the 
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the entire care of our common happinefs : fectire 
but your own and I will be fatisfied. As for me, 
who can neither forget you a fingle moment, 
nor think of you without forbidden emotion, I 
will now give my whole attention to the employ- 
ment you were pleafed to affijn me. 
* It is now juft a year lince we began our ftu- 
dies, and hitherto they have been direfted 
partly by chance, rather with a deflgn to confult 
your tafte than to improve it. Befides^ our 
hearts were too much fluttered to leave us the 
perfc6l ufe of our fenfes. Our eyes wandered 
from the book, and our lips pronounced words, 
\Vithout any ideas. I remember, your arch 
coufin, whofc mind was unengaged, ufed fre- 
quently to reproach us with want of conception ; 
flie feemed delighted to leave us behind, and 
foon grew more knowing than her preceptor. 
Now, though we have fometimes fmiled at her 
pretenfions, fhe is really the only one of the 
three who retains any part of our reading. 

But, to retrieve, in fome degree, the time we 
have loft (Ah! Eloifa, was ever time more hap- 
pily fpent) I have formed a kind of plan, which 
ignay poffibly, by the advantage of method, in feme 
riieafurc comperifate our negleft. I fend it you en- 
clofed ; we will read it together; at prefcnt I fliall 
only makea fewgeneralobfcrvatiotis on the fubjeih 
" If, my charming friend, tie were mclincd to 
parade with our learning, and to ftudy for the 
world rather than for ourfelves, my fyftem would 
be a bad one;* for it tends only to extraft a little 

from 
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from a vaft multiplicity of things^ and from- a 
large library to fele£l a fmall number of books* 

Science^ in general, muy be confidered as a 
coin of great value, but of ufe to the poffeffor 
only in as much as it is communicated to others ; 
it is valuable but as a commodity in traffic. 
Take from the learned the pleafure of being 
heard, and their love of knowledge would va* 
nilh. They do not ftudy to obtala wifdom, 
,but the reputation of iti philofophy would have 
na charms if the philofopher had no admirers^ 
For our parts, who have no defign but to im- 
prove our minds, it will be mod advifeable to 
read little and think much;, or, which is better, 
frequently to talk over the fubjefts on which we 
have been reading. I am of opinion, when 
once the underftandingis a little developed by 
reflexion, it is better .to reafon for ourfelves 
than to depend upon books for the difcovery of 
truth; for by that means it will make a much 
ftronger impreffion : whilft on the contrary, by 
taking things for granted, we view objefls by 
halves, and in a J>orrowed li^t. We are born 
Tich, fays Montagne, and yet our whole educa- 
tion confifts in borrowing. We are taught to 
accumulate continually, and, like true mifers, 
we cboofe rather to ufe the wealth of other men, 
than break into our own (lore. 

Iconfefs there are many people whom the me- 
thod I propofe would not fuit, who ought to read 
Much and think UttUy becaufe every borrowed 
reflexion b better than any thing they could 

- have 
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have produced, fiut I r^ctftnmtnd the contrary 
to you, -who hnprovc upon every book you reat^. 
T:et us, therefore, ^utiMi&y comrnunieate our 
• idtus:;. I wMlYel*tc the opinioia of others, theH' 
you fliall tell me your's upon the fasie flabjed, 
and thusfhattl frequently gather .more inftruc* 
•^on frOtn our kdlure than yourfelf. . 

The-moi^c vs^c contraft our circle j .thctnore 
laeccffary it is to be drcumCpeft indic»t:horce of 
ottr authors* The grand error -of young ft un- 
dents, as I toM yoa before, Js aloo inrplictt de- 
pendente upon brooks,^, and too much diflldenec" 
in their own capacity 4. ^ithottt reflecting that- 
they ai-e inu^h lefs liable to be mifled by^ their 
own reafofii tha^ by the fophiftry of fyftemati- 
tal writei'S. If we would but confult our owa 
feelings, we-fhonW cad[iiy:dJfting;uHh vrrtttf and' 
ieffUtyr we do not wajrt to be taught either tjff 
thefe : but examples of extreme virtue and fu*v 
•periatTve beauty are Ids ctanmon, and thefe are 
^erefore more difficult to be undcrftbod. Our 
vanity leads u^ to miftake* our own iweaknefs'fot, 
^hat of nature, smd to think ihofe ^atities chi*- 
meri-cal whith ^edo not percei^ Vithin :Ottr- ' 
lelfes; idlenefs aid vice reft upon- pretended 
iinpoffibffltyi and men of Kttle geniufe -conclmde 
Aat thingd which are uHcotomon have no ex* 
iftence. Thefe efr]K>ra we muft ^endeavour to 
iemdioat«e>, and, b^^ u(iii$ ourfebres ta^ contemn 
folate -grand objefk, il^ftroy the notjan of their 
impoffibility; thu«, by^ degrees,, oar ^BOAktion 

fa 
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•» ronzcd by example, out tattc refines, and 
fevery tfcing indiflferent becotaes intolerable. 

But let OS aot'ha've.tccoaarfe.tO books for prin* 
^iples -which mftybe fottftd within: ourfelves^. 
What have we to do.wth tfa« icQe rfifpatcs of 
philofophers con«etnihg vlrm« and happincfs?* 
iet tis rather eioplby that timt iitbeihg vittttous 
afhd happy which iOtJiers waft« in fruitlefe cn*- 
'quiries ^alter thfc^ weans: Itft as rather imitate 
great exikn^l*»> thattsbulyourfclves ^nth fyf- 
«e«ks and opimMs.. 

I always believed, th^ virttie i*^ in t^aJity 
iiftive beauty;, or at leaft that theTr w«te inti- 
iftatdy tm^ne&eA,, and fprang from the fams 
fbtfrce in nattsre^ From, this id«a it fotto^xd, . 
th^t Mt^fildhk ami tafbe a^ to be kipiKi^wtd by th^ 
tone means, and that a.mind truly fenfible of 
the <iharm» of virtue muft rcc«te an ^ual iiki*- 
preffion. from, every other kind of beauty. Yet, * 
asccttrate and r«finttd perceptions are to be ac- 
laired only ky "habit; and henc^ it is, thiit i<rc 
feea-paintet, in viewing a fin* profpeSor a good 
fdAuare,.iii Mfttcres at c^rtaiia objefts, which 
a. common obferver wcmid not *even have feen- 
H0W mmtf real imp^cffiofts di> we percdv^, 
which n»e cannot account 'fiwHIow many Je^ 
Mi-j/kh^jtms frequently occur, iHvich tafte imly. 
aan deiermine? Taftc is, in^fome de^ee, the 
nierafdaipe of jodgnsent; it brings 'fmaiFobjeiSl^ 
a(»our^lc«^,Andits 0{ttratio)&94i<?gt#y^here thoFe 
•f judgoBEfnl: wndi dHowthen fh^ffl' w^proce^d^ 
IB. Iit^ tK&itimtb»? .fiy^ieittt^ifiiig ^^ Ti^t a^ 

well 
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well as feeling, and by judging of the beautiful' 
from infpeftion, as "we judge of virtue from 
fenfatiop. I am perfuaded there may be fome 
hearts upon which the firft light even of Eloifa 
would make no impre£ion. 

For this reafon, my lovely fcholar, I limit 
your (Indies to books of tafle and manners^ 
For this reafon, changing my precept^ into ex.^ 
amples, I ihall give you no other definitions of 
virtue than the piftures of. virtuous men ; nor 
pther rules for writing well, than, books whick 
ire well written. 

, Be not furprifed that I have thus comra6ied 
the circle of your (Indies; it will certainly render 
them moreufeful: I am convinced, by daily 
experience, that all inftruftion which tends not 
to improve the mind is not worthy^ your atten- 
tion. We will difmifs the languages, except 
the Italian, which you underftand and admire. 
We will difcard our elements of algebra and 
geometry. We would.even quit our philofophy, 
were it not for the utility of its terms. We 
will, for ever, renounce modern hiftory, except 
that of our c««ai country, and that only on ac- 
count of our liberty, and the ancient fimplicity 
of our manners; for let nobody perfuade you 
that the hiftory of one's own country is the 
moft interefting — it is falfe. The hiftory of fomc 
countries will not even bear reading. The moft 
interefting hiftory is, that which furni(hes the 
inoft examples, manners, and charaders; in a 
word^ the moft inftra6tioa. We are told that 
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we poflefs all thefe in as great a degree as the 
ancients; but, turn to their hiftbries, and you 
v^ill be convinced that this is alfo a miftake. 

There ar^ people, whofe faces are fo umnean- 
ing, that the bcft painter cannot catch their 
likenefs, and there are governments fo uncha- 
i^afteriftic as to vrant nohiftoriarn; but able 
hiftorians will never be wanting, where there is 
matter dcferving the pen of a good writer* In 
fhort, they tell us that men are alike in all ages, 
that their virtues and vices are the fame, and 
that we admire the ancients only oecaufe they 
are ancients. This is alfo falfe— in former times 
great effcfts were produced by trifling caufes, 
but in our days it is juft the revcrfe^ The aa- 
cients were contemporary with their hiftorians, 
and yet we have learnt to admire them: (hould 
pofterity ever admire our modern hiftorians,. 
they certainly will not have grounded their opi- 
nion upon ours. 

Out of regard to our conftant companion I con- 
fent to a few volumes of belles-lettres, which I 
Ihould not have recommended to you. Except 
Petrarch, Taflb, Metaftafio, and the beft 
French theatrical authors, I leave you none of 
thofe amorous poets, which are the common 
amufement of your fex. The moft infpired of 
them. all cannot teach us to love? Ah! Eloifa, 
we are better inftrufted by our own hearts \ The 
phrafes borrowed from books are cold and infipid 
to ix% who fpeak the language of our fouls. It is 
a kind of reading which cram^ps the imagination, 

enervates 
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enervates the mind, and dims m original t)rigEfe- 
tttk. On tbecontrary, reall^ve-inlfeences all our 
fentimcnts, and animates thcm-swith new vigour* 



LETTER; XIII.\ 

JL Told you we were happy, and nothing proves^^ 
it more than theuneafinefa we feel upon the leaft 
change in oiu lit oati on 5 if it .were not true, why 
fhould t>;^o days. fcparatioH' give us fo much; 
pain ? I (siy^uSf for I know my .friend ftiares my, 
impatience ; he feeb my uneaiinefs ; and b Un- 
fa appy, upon. hia own account: but> to tell me 
this were now fuperfltious. 

We have been in the country fince laft -night 
only: the hour is not yet come in which I fliouid 
Tee you if I; were in town ; and yet this diftance 
makes me alteady find your abfence almoft ia* 
Tupportablc. If you had not prohibited geo- 
metry, I fhould fay that my inquietude increafcs 
in a compound ratio of the intervals of time and. 
Ipace; fo fenfible ami that the pain of abfcnce^ 
fe irtcreafed by diftance. I have brought with - 
me your letter, and your plSin of fludy, for my 
meditation; I have read the firft already twice 
over, and own I waa a good deal aflFefied with the 
conclufiom I perceive, mychcar friend, that 
your paflion defei'ves the name of real love, be- 
caufe you Itill preferve your fenfe of honour,, 
end aje capable of facrificing every, thing to 

virtue. 
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yTi tue. Ta delude a woman in die difguife oi 
her preceptor is furely,. oi? all thewiks of reduc- 
tion, the moft. unpardonable;, ahd he muft have 
verjr little refqurce in himfelf, M^ho would at- 
tempt to move his miftrefs by the affiftance of 
romance. If you had availed yourfelf of phi- 
lofophy to forward your deligns, 6r if you had 
endeavoured to eftablifli maxims favourable to 
your iiitereft, thofe very methods of deceit w^ould^ 
foon have uifdeceived me ; but you^have more 
Tionefty, and are therefore more dangerous. 
ErotM the firft moment I percdved in my heart 
tlie feaft fparfc of lovt, and the deflte of a lafting 
attachment,, I petittdttcd heaven to unite me to- 
amanwhofe foul vcas rather agitable Aan his 
perfon; Idr well I knew the charms of the mind 
were leaft lithU to difgoft, and that probity and 
iottour adorn every fentimcnt of the heart. 1 
chofe with pipopriety, and therefore, like Solo* 
ition, I have obtained, not only what I aiSced 
for, but atfo wh^at I did not afk. I look upon 
this a3 a good omen, and t do not defpair but I 
ihall, one day, have it in tfjy powei to make my 
clear friend as hapfiy as he drfetrw* We have 
indeed toaity obftatles to furmonnt, and the ex- 
pedients are flow, doubtful, and dfficult. I dare 
not flatter mytetf too much: be affmed, how- 
ever, that nothing fliall be forgotten which the 
united eflforts of love and patience ean accotti- 
plilti. Mean while, continue to humour my mo- 
ther, and prepare yourfelf for tfie return of my 
father;^ who a.t laft retires, after thirty years fer- 

vic^s^.. 
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vices. You mudlearn to eiidurQtbe haughtine& 
of a hafty old gentleman, jealous of his honour, 
who will love you without ffattcring, and.cfteem 
you without many profeflBons.^. 

I broke off here., to take a ramble in the neigh- 
bouring woods. You^ my amiable friend— you 
were my companronr— or. fathef T carried you 
in my^heartv Ifougjittbofe paths which I ima- 
gined we (houldhaye trod, and marked the fliades 
which feemed worthy to receive us. The de- 
lightful folitude.of the groves feemed to heighten 
our fenfibility, aad the. wood3 ihemfelves ap- 
peared to receive additional beauty from the prc-^ 
fence of twafuch faithful lovers. 

Amidft thift' natural bowers of this charming 
place,^ there is. one flillmorc beautiful than the 
r4?ft^,witb which I am mofl delighted, and where 

' fbrlhatrcafon lintend to furprife you.. Itmuft 
not be faid that I want generolity to reward 
your conftant »efpe6l. I would convince you, 
in fpite of vulgar opinions, that voluntary fa- 
vours axe more; valuable than thofe obtained by 

Jinportunity.^ But,^ left the ftrength of your ima- 
gination fhould lead you too far, I muft inform 
you, that we will, not vifit thefe pleafaot bovvers 
without my con/lant com f anion. 

Now I iayc. mentioned my coufin, I am de- 
tcrmincd, if it does not difjAeafe jM)u,. that you 

Ihall accompany her hither on Monday next. 

.You muft not fail to be with her at ten o'clock.. 

My mother's chaife will be there about that 
time; you ftiall fpend the whole day with us, 

and 
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and we will return all together the next day af- 
ter dinner. 

I had written fo far when I bethought myfelf, 
that I have not the fame opportunity here, for 
the conveyance of my letter, as in town. I 
once had an inclination to fend you one of your 
books by Guftin the gardener's fon, and fo en- 
clofe my letter in the cover : but as there is a poffi- 
bility that you may not be aware of this contri- 
vance, it would be unpardonably imprudent to 
rifle our all on fo precarious a bottom. I mud 
therefore, be contented to fighify the intended 
rende;?vous on Monday by a billet, and I my- 
fclt' will give you this letter. Befides, I Mas a 
little apprehenfive left you might Qommcnt too 
freely on^c royftery of the bower. 



LETTER XIV- 
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j^II! JEloifa, Eloifa! what liave you done? 

You meant to reward me, and you are the caufe 

of my ruin — I am intoxicated, or, rather, I 

. am mad— My brains are turned — ail my fcnfes 

are difordercd by this fatal kifs. You defigncd 

to alleviate my pain ; but you have cruelly in- 

crcafed my torment. The poifon I have imbibed 

from your lips will d eft roy me— my blood boHs 

within roy veins— I (hall die, «d your pity will 

but haften my death. 

Oim- 



O immortal remembrance of «that illuiive^ 
"frantic, and enchanting moment ! Never, never 
^o be effaced fo long-ajs Eloifa Uives withih my 
foi^l. — Till my heart is deprived of all fonf^tion, 
thou wilt continue to be the bappinefs and tor- 
ment of jny life! 

Alas! "i poflclfed ati • apparent trgnqu'dlity; 
refigned royfdf entirely to your fupreme will, 
iaind never murmured at the fate you condefcend- 
•ed to prefcribe. >l had conquered tl>e impetuous 
fallies of n^y imagination — I difguifed my looks, 
-und puta lock upon my heart — I but half €x- 
preffcd my defires, and was as content as poffible. 
Thus your biHet found me, ^nd I flew to. your 
coiifin : we Errived at Clarensj my heart beat 
quick at the ifight of my beloved Eloifa; her 
fweet voice oaufed-^ ftrange etnotion ; I became 
•almoft tratnfported, and it was lucky for me that 
your codTm was prefent to engage your mother's 
attention. "We rambled in the garden, dined 
•comfortably, you found an opportunity, un- 
perceived, to give mt your charming letter, 
whichl.durA not open, before this fqrmidahle 
witncfs; the fon began to decline, and we haf- 
4ened to the woods for the benefit of the fhade, 
Alas! I was quite happy, and I did not even 
conceive "a ftate of greater blifs. 

As we approached the bower, I perceived, 

'<cjOt without a fccret emotion, your figriificant 

winks, your mutual ftnijes, and the increafing 

^ow ija,tby chiming che^lys. Soon as we en- 

Icied, t w-as furprifaj to kc your coufm ap- 

proacli 
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proach me^ and with an affe£Led air of humility^ 
aik me for a kifs. Without comprehending 
the royftery, I comfdied with her requeft; and, 
charming as flic is, I never could have had a 
more convincing preof^f the infipidity of thofc 
feniations which proceed not from the heart. 
But what became of me a mromcnt after, when 
I felt-^-my hands ftiook-— a gentletremour-^ 

thy bahnyiips my Eloifa's lips touch, 

preflGed-to *mine, and my felf within btrarms? 
(picker than lightening a fudden fi^e darted 
through my foul: I feemed all over fenfible of 
the ravifli^rng condefcewfien, andsiy heart funk 
-dowm- oppi^ed with infupportafcle delight, 
when all at once I perceived your colour change^ 
your^cs clofe^ you leant tipon your coufin^ 
and fainted away. Fear extingwifbed all my 
joy, and my bappiwefs vaaifl^ed like a flia-- 
dow. 

I fcarce know any thing that has paSed luic^ 
that fsital moment. The impreffion it has made 
on my heart will never be effaced. A favourl 

— it is an extreme torment ^No, keep thy 

kiffes — I cannot bear them they are too pene- 
trating, too painful ^thcy diftraft me. I am 

no mare myfelf, and you appear 'to me no more 
the fame objeil. You feem not as formerly 
chiding and fevere; but, methinks I fee and 
feel you lovely and tender as at that happy in- 
ftant when I preflEed you to my ^ofom^ O Elqiifa:! 
whatever may be ijie confequence of my uagoe 
vernable paffion,Tife«ieas feverely asyou pleafc, 

It^an* 
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I cannot exift in my prefcnt condition, and I 
perceive I muft at laft expire:fat your feet — ~ox 
in your arms. 
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X T is neceffary, my dear friend, ^hat we fhould 
part for fometime: I aflc it as the firft proof 
of that obedience you have'fo 'often prcmiifed. 
If I am urgent in my requeft, you may be affur- 
ed I have good fcafon for h : indeed I have, and 
you are too well convinced that I muft, to be 
able to take this refcflution ; for your part you 
will be falisfiediince it is mydefire. 

You have long talked of taking a journey into 
Valais. I wifti you would determine to go be- 
fore the approach of the winter. Autumn, in 
this<:ountry, ftill wears a mild and ferene afpeft ; 
but you fee the tops of the mountains are already 
white, and fix weeks later you fhould not have 
my confent tomak^ fuch a rough journey. Re- 
•folve, therefore to fet out to-morrow : you will 
write to me by the dircftion which I fhall fend, 
and you will give me your's when you arrive at 
Sion. 

Youwouldnever acquaint me with the fhua- 
tion of your afFairs ; but you are not in your 
own eountry; your fortune I know rs fmall, 
and I am pcrfuaded you -muft diminifh it here, 

where 
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^rhere you flay only on my account. I look 
upon myfclf therefore as your purfc-bcarer, an4 
fend you a (kail matter rn the liitle bot> whicfat 
you mull not cpen beforiethe bearer. I wiU 
not anticipate difficulties, ?and I have too great 
an efteem for yQu to believe.you capable of n^ak^^ 
4ng any on thia ocoaiion. 

I beg you will not return without my permif* 
(ion, and alfo that you will take no leave of us. 
You may write to my mothet or me, merely to 
inform us that fom^ unforefcen bufinefs requires 
your pr^fencc ; that you ai^ obliged to depart 
immediately; and you may, if you pleafe, fend 
me fome dircdlions concerning my ftudies, tiH 
you return. You muft be careful to avoid the 
leaft appearance of myftery. Adieu, my dear 
friend, and forget not that you take with yo« 
fthe hear4 and foul of Eloifa. 



JL E T T E R XVI. 

ANSWER. 

jl,yEUY line of your terribjc fetter Tfiade 
me Ihudder. But I will obey you: I havft 
promifcd, and it is my duty— yes, you Ihall be 
obeyed. But you cannot conceive — no, barba- 
rous Eloifa, you will never <:ompteh'end how 
this cruel facrifice affefts my heart. There 
wanted not the trial in the bower to increafe my 
fenfibility. It yv^ a mercilefs refinement of 
Vol. h E inhumanity, 
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kihiHnamty, and I now- defy you to maketlte 
more miferable* 

i return your box unopened, '^a add igno- 
miny to -cruelty is toamuch; you are, indeed, 
the miftrefs of my fate, but not of my honour. 
I will myfelf preferye this facrafd depofit. Alas ! 
It is the only^reafure I have left! -^ad I will 
nevec part with-it fo 4ong as I li^^ 



L E T T E R XVJtI. 

REPLY. 

XOUR 'letter excites my cbmpdffionj . it 
Js the only fenfelefs thing you have ev^ 
written. 

1- affront your tonour! 1 would rather facri- 
ficc my life. Do you believe it poffible that I 
ihould mean to injure your honour ? Ingrate ! 
too well thou knoweft that for thy fake I had 
almoft facriiked my own. But, tell me, what is 
this honour which I have offended ? Aflc thy 
groveling heart, thy indelicate foul. How defpi- 
cable art thou if thou haft no honour but that 
which is unknown to Eloifa! Shall thofe whole 
hearts are one fcruple to fliare their pofleffions ? 
Shall he v\ho calls himfelf mine refufc my gifts ? 
Since when is it become dilhonourable to receive 
from thofe. we love? But the man is defpifed 
whofe wants exceed his fortune. Defpifed ! by 
whom ? By thofe abjeft fouls who place their 
honour in their wealth, and eftimate their virtue 

by 
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by their weight of gold. Bat, is this t^e honour 
of a good man ? Is virtue le(s honourable be-^ 
caufe k is poor? 

Undotibtedl jr, therfe are ^efcwts Whkh a man 
of honour ought not to accept ; but I mull tell 
you, thofe are equally difhonourable to the per- 
fon by whom they are offered; and that what 
may be given with hotiour, it cannot be diflio- 
noitrable to receive : now, my heart is fo far from 
reproaching me with what I did, that it glories 
Ml the motive. Nothing can be more defpicable 
than a man whofe love and affiduitieaare bought, 
except the woman by whom they are purchafed.. 
Bm wlrere two heaits are united, it is fo reafon- 
able and juft that their fortunes fhould be in 
common, that if I have refei'Ved more than my 
fhare, I think myfelf indebted to you for the 
overplus. If the favours of love arc reje6^ed, 
bow Ihall our hearts -exprefs their gratitude ? 

But, left you fliould imagine that in my dcr 
fign to fupply your wants I was inattentive to 
my own, I will give you an indifputHble proof 
of the contrary. Know, then, that the purfe 
Tvhich I now return contains double the fum 
it held before, and that I could have redoubled 
it if I had plcafed. My ftither gives me a cer- 
tain allowance, moderate indeed, but which 
my mother's kindnefs renders it unneceffary for 
me to touch. As to my lace and embroidery> 
they are the produce of my own indiiftry. It is 
true^ I was not always fo rich; but, I know 
not how, my attention to a certain fatal paffion 
E a ha^ 



*^536a04 
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ha3 of Ute made i^e Jlf gle^ a theu&n4 Mtde^ e^ 
penfive fi^p^rflaitiesi wWdi. is i another rci^fpii 
why I ftiould difpofe of h m tbisr manner : it is 
, but juft tbat yoH fhould t^ bsmbied^is a punifh- 
JHent for the evil yoit hav&caufedj a«d.4tlii^t-lo>« 
fhould expiate the qiimes it occaiions* 

But, to the point. iYou fay»yobyiiaJiour will 
,iK)it fuflfer yoH to accept off giiu If:this be true, 
I have DoA^iiig wore tp %,^agad aq^ entirely of 
■ opinion that ypu cannot be^too pofitive in this 
refpeS. If, therefor^,, yo^u cm prove this to be 
the cafe, I deiire iti^s^y betdone clearly^ incon-' 
teftably, and witboiK evai^e^i for you-Unovt? I 
bate all appearance of fophiftry. You xn^y 
then return the purfe; I wJU receive it without 
complaining, an^ ypu {hall h^ar no moi^ of this 
afTair. 

You will bepl^afed, however, tqrem^m^er> 
that I neither like falfe honour, nor pcpple who 
are aSe6tedly pmiK^ilious* if you return the 
box without a juft ification, or if your juftiika-* 
tion be npi fatisfajSkxj'y, we muft meet no more. 
Think of this! Adieu ! 



LETTER XVIIL 

TO ELOISA. 

X Received your prefent — ^I departed without 
taking leave, and am now a confiderabk dHl^nce 
from you. Am I fufficiently obedient ? Is your 
tyranny fatisfied ? 

; I can 



I cto glw you no account of my journey 5 for * 
I renufoibei. nothing more than that I was three* 
cfays in^ trailing twenty leagues. Every ftep I 
took feemed to tear my foul froto my body, and. 
to anticipate the pain of death. I intendfti to 
have giTcn you a defcrlption of the country 
through which I palTed.. Vain proje6l ! I be- 
held nothing but yo^^ and can defcribe nothing ' 
but Eloifa. The repeated emotions of my heart 
thniw me into a continukl diftTa6Kbn : I itna- 
gi«fdiiiyfelftobcwhereIi«^asiKyt: I had hardly 
liNlfe <(iu7ugb left to aflc or foltew my road, 
Md I am itrrired at Sion whbomt ever lei^ng 
V«»»ai. , 

Thus I have difcovered the fcci*et of eluding 
youp WueHy, and^f feeing you without difobey- 
ing.yQUT cotatnand. No> Eloifli, with all yonr 
rigbor, h is not in your powtr lo feparate m% 
frow ^u* entirely. I have dragged into exile 
bttt the^ioft Maconfidcrable fart of niyfelf; my 
fotii muft reraaih with y^u for ever: with im*- 
puaity It explored your beauty, dwelh in liap-p 
ture upon every charm; and I am hiappier in 
defpite of you than> I evter was by your per*- 
xniffion. 

Unfortunately, I have here fome . people to 
v!fit, and fome necefarybufinefs to trail faA. I 
atn leaft wretched in-folitttde, where I'csui em- 
ploy ^11 my thoughts upon Eloiia, and tranfport 
myfelf to her inr imagination. Every employ- - 
ment which caH^ oiF my attention 13 become 
infupportablc. I will huny over my affairs^ 

that 
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tiiat I may be foon at liberty to wander tbroogb 
the folitary wilds of this delightful country. 
^ince I muft not live with you> I will fhuA all 
fodety with mankinds 



I 



LETTER XIX. 

TO ELOISA. 



Am now detained here only by your order. 
Thofe five days have been more than ftifficient ta 
finiih my own. concerns, if things Biay^be-fe 
called in which the heact has do iatereft : fothat 
now you have no pretence to prolong my exited 
unlefs with defign to torment me. 

I begin to be very uneafy about the tet of 
my firft lettaer. It was vrritten and feiit by thm 
poll immediately upon »y arrival^ 4Uid tiw di- 
reAion was exa6Uy copied froni^that which yen 
tranfmitted me : I itnt you mine with equii' 
care : fo that if you had anfwered me piin£hial- 
ly, I muft have received your letter before now. 
Yet this letter does not appear, and thereis no 
poffible fatality which I have not f uppoTed* to be 
the caufe of its delay. O Eloifa, how nuny 
uoforefeen accidents may have happened in the 
fpace of one vreek> to difibtipe the moft perfect' 
union that ercr e^fifted [ Iflmdder to think that 
there are a thoufand means to make me mife* 
table, and only one by which I can poffibly be 
happy, £loi{a, is it that I am forgotten ! ' God 
forbid ! that were to be miferable indeed. I 
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4im'prc?pai«<tfor any othcF misfortune ; but all 
the powers of my foul ficken at the bare idea of 
that. - ^ 

Ono! it cannot be^. I am convinced my 
fears are>gr0undle(s,.and yet-my apprehenfions 
continue. The bit^rnefs of my misfortunes 
increafes daily i ami, aa if real evils were not 
fufficient to deprefs my foul,*, my fears fupply 
me with imaginary ones to add weight to the 
others. At Srft my^ grief was. much more tole^ 
rabk. Tkt trouble of a fudden departure, and 
tbe journey itfelf were fome fort of diffipation ! 
but this peaceful folfttudeaflemblesall my woes. . 
Jbike a wounded foldiei;;, I felt but little paiu 
till after I had retired from the field. 

How often have I laughed at a lover, in ro- 
mance, bemoaning the abfence of his mlftrefs ! 
Litde did I imagine that your abfence wouUL 
ever be fo intolerable to me ! I am now fenfibU" 
kow improper it is for a mind at reft to judge of 
other men's pafions; and howfoolifli, to riJiculo 
the fenfatlons w^ have never felt. 1 muft con-^ 
fefe, however, I have great confoJation in re* 
fleeing that I fulFer by your command. The 
fufferings which you avepleafed to ordain are 
much Icfs painful than if they were infliflcd by 
the hand, of fortune ;Jf tbey-giv^e y«u any fatis- 
fa6lion, I fhould be forry not to have fuffered : 
they are the pledges of their reward ; I know 
you too well to believe you; would exercife bar- 
barity for its own fake. 

If 



If yowdefign be to put me to the proof, t 
wU murnittr no more. It is 1>»t )uit tfaat you 
Ihould know whether I am con^nt, endued 
with patience, docility; and^ in Qion, ^Motdxy. 
of the blifi you defi^ me. G^dii if tiiisbe 
your idea, I fliallcomplaiA that, I l^ave notfuf- 
fered half enoagjb. Ah, Elolf^ for heaven's, 
fake fupport the flattering expe6lation in my;- 
hearty and invent, if you c^n^ fome tormciit 
i»e.tter proportioni^ to the reward. 



L E T T BR XX. 

FROM EI/OfcSA. 

X Received both your letters at onc^i thd I 
perceive, by your anxiety in the fecond eoir- 
cerning the fate t)f the other, that whenimagi-- 
nation takes the lead of reafon, ihelajtter is not* 
alwayf in hafte to follow, but fuflfers her, fome*^ 
times, to proceed alone. Did you fuppofe,, 
when you reached Sion, that the poft waited 
only for your ktter, that it would be delivered 
tp me the inftant of. his arrival here, and that 
my anfwer would be fairoured with equal 
difpatch ? No,, no, my. good friend, thing*, 
do not always go on fo fwimmingly. Your 
t'^yo epiftles came both together;, becaufe the 
poft happened not to fet out till after he had re- 
ceived the fecond. It requires fome time to dif- 
tribute the letters;, my aigcnt has not always a» 
immediate opportunity of meeting; ms alone, 

and 
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ttd the poft from hence dbes not tettra the day 
after his arrival : fo that alb things calculated, 
k mufrbc at lead a week before we can receive 
an anfvrer otte from the othet. Thw I have ex- 
plained to you with a defign, once for aH, to 
fatisfy your impatieiiGe. WhiMV ycM are ex- 
daimingagainft forrttme and my negligence, you 
fee tiv^t 1 have been bufied in obtaining the in- 
formation neceffary to infure otir cortdfpon- 
d^ce, dnd 'prevent yoor anxiety. Which fif us 
iave been beft employed, I leave to youjt own • 
decifion. 

Let us, itey dear friend, tailk no more of piin ; 
rather partake the joy I feel at the returii oC my 
kind father, after a tedious abfence of tight, 
months. He arrived on Thurfday evenings 
fiftcewhichhappy moment I hate thought of no^ 
body elfe*.. O thou, whom, next td the Au- 
thor of my being, 1 love more than all the 
world ! why muftthy letters, thy complainings 
affe<ft my foul, iftd ittt^trUpt tht fitft-traufports 
of a re-untted, happy family ? • 

You^xpeft to monopolile my whole atten- 
tion. Bttt^ tell nte, tbfaW' you lot e a gif 1 ^hofe - 
^2^Bovtiot het lover ciDtrldcxtlngiiiflbdll tff05U<>» 
for her^ parems? WpuM y^u, ^eea^fe you aie 
uneafy, have^me ihfenfiWe to the endearments of 
a kind father?- No, toy worthy, friend, you 
miift not emrbitter my iimoceatjoy by your un-* 
jod reproaches* You, who have fo much fen« 
B 5 fibility, 

* The tikdf ledhr to tiat^ fbi^ot what fte fold in the pr«i> 
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fibflitf , eu furely CoaceiYe the facrcd pleafurea 
of being pcefled to the throbbing heart of a. ten- 
der parent. Do you think that in thofe ddight- 
fui moments it is poffiblc ta diYtcWonte's aflSec*- 
lion ? 

M tkffimjglia h mi rammeMtn «d(^« 
W^n aU 1 thiok o^ it that VmhhMA. 

Yet J you are not to imagine I can forget you*. 
Do we ever forget what we really love ? No>, th^ 
more lively impr^ffions of a momi^t have no. 
power to efface the other. I was not unaffe£led 
with your departure hence, an4 Ihall not be dif-^ 
pleafed to fee you return* B»t — ^be patient, 
like me, becaufe you muft, without aiking any^ 
•tber icafon. Be aflured that I will recall you: 
as fooH as it is in my power i and ren^ember„ 
that tbofe Vho complam loudeft. of abfence do^ 
sot aliA ays fuff^r qh>&^ 



LETTER XXR 

T0> S LOIS A. 

JhiOW was Jtom^ontedi* receiving the letter 
jwhich I fo* Unpatiently expe^ed! I waited* 
at the poft-Jioii$?% 7he mail was fcarce opened- 
beforeJ g»ve in my name, and b^an to impor-^ 
tums the-man^ He told me there was a letter 
for me^^^my b^rt leaped — I aiked for it with 
Mat isi^ii^ence, and at laft receive \u Oi 
SloiflKbow I rejoiced to behold the well-known 
]^%n^ S A thoufwd times woul4 J ^^^ rH^^^d 

' /. - the 
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*tl5Fe pretious charaaers, but I wanted refolution 
t&^ prcfs the letter to my lips, or to open it 
birfope fq many witnefies^ Immediately I rcti-^ 
red;. my knees trembled; I fcarce knew my 
way ; I broke the fcal the moment I had.paflTed 
the fii*ft turning J I ran over, or rather devoured, . 
the dear lines, till I tame to that part Whiah f 
movingly fpeaks your tcndernefs and aflfeftioii' 
for your venerable father — I wept; I was ob- 
ferved ; I tlftn retired to a place of greater pri- 
vacy, and there mingled my joyful tears vrith 
yonrts. With tranfport I embraced your happy 
fetther, though I • hardly Tcmember him. The 
rmct of nature j?eminded me^of toy own, and I < 
flied ftcfh teats to iiisTnemoTy^' ♦ 

. O inc#mparabl^Bfoifa tVhat can you poffibly ' 
learn of me Mt is 'from yoTi^only can be learnt 
every thing that is* great anrd-gcKxi, and efpeci- 
adUy 4that divine unionrtjf nature, iove, and virtue, , 
which never e^cfftrd but in you.' Every virtuous 
afFe<ftiorx is diftiliguifhed in your heart by a fen-' 
fibility fo pecttKar to yourfelf, that for the bet- 
ter regulatioa^of my -own, as my actions are al- 
ready fubmitted to your will, I perceive my fen- 
timents alfo muft be determined by your^s. 
. Yet, what a difference there is between your 
fituation and mine ! I do not mean as to rank 
or fortune ; fincere affeftion, and digmty of fouij^ 
want none of ihefe. But you are furrounded by 
a number of kind friends who adore you-«a 
tender mother, and a father who loves you as 
Jbis only hope-<-a fmnd aad coufin yiiyo^ feeiias to 

breathe 
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breathe oaly for your fake : yion are th6<0TB«*- 
nettt and oracle of a^ eatlre family^ the boaft 
and .admiration- of ai whole town* — thefe, alP 
thefe, diYide your fenfibility, fnd vh^u remajns. 
ior love i& but a foEMiti $»ar^ in c^itiipiirifon of that 
^bick i» raftriChed from )ix>aby diitj^^.natune^ and 
£riiendihi|>- B«i I^ ajas ! sa wan^^f^ without a* . 
^anulys and ajmoft with<wtcouniti^^ have no one- 
bui^ yo«i upoir earihy and am policed of nothings 
bUjt H>y tove, B« n^ot, therefore^ futprifcd, 
though youx heart x^ay have mare fen&bility, 
that miiM fhottld kn0w better how-to love;, and 
that youi who excel me in every thing eMe, muft 
3«ield to me in^ thi3 v^fpe^. 

You need not, however, be apprelienfive left 
X fhouM indifcreetly txo«bte you- with way com- 
plaint?. No, I will not interrupt yourjpy, be- 
caufe it adds to your felicity, and is in its nih- 
tuie laudable^ liaaginatioh fhall rcprefent tkte 
pathetic fcene ; and fince I have no happinefs* 
of my own, I will endeavour to enjoy your's. 

"Whatever may be your reafons for prolong- 
ing my aWenice, I believe them juft;.buti though 
X knew the^ to be otberwife, whai would' that 
avail ? H%ye I, not promiCtd impBeit obedience ^ 
Can I fufifrmose iutbein^gl^eni, th^in^paatting 
f^myw? Butr r-ememb^, £loi&,. yomtfoulnow 
<^iTe<Ss twp feparateb^dies^ and tiiat tbeonefli^. 
q«^ini^ii^by<shoiee witieootanue tb^m^ftiaitUtiK 



-nAW* pluf^rte ! 



J Joiflc4 by the fth^eft bonds, 
^yfielS^y^ imfMrea^ aadt^ blind &>rtQna« tiedl 

, No> 
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No, EWfa, you fball hear ao rcpming. TiB 
you are pkaW to recall me from cxik, I wilt 
try to deceivt the tedious hours in exploring the- 
Sft^untaln^ of Valais> whitft the; are yet prac- 
ticable, i am of opinion that this unfrequented 
country deferves^the attention of r|»eciilative cu- 
riofuYi and th^ it wants nothing to cscsfte ad-^^ 
Hiiratron but a flcilful fpeft^ator* Ferha^ps, my 
' excurfion may give rife to a few ob(ervation& 
that may not be entirely undeierriitg your pc« 
rufal. T(^ amufe a fttmt lady ©ne {hould defcribe 
a witty and polite nation ; but I lusow my 
Eloifa wiH haite more pltalhre in a piflure 
where fimplieity of manners and rural happine&f 
are the prinfcipal objeife^ 



LETT BK XXIli 

FROZVL E Lais A. 

jUkT length the ice is broken^^youhayc bceth 
membned. ICotwithftaftding . ]^ur poor opi-^ 
nion of my learrong, it \ra$.fufficie»t to^furprife-. 
my faiihet;, noc waa lie lefs pleaEfed with my 
progrefe in muiSs aiui djras^ing f^ :. Indeed, to 
the great aftomQiment ^f my mother>, wha was 
pi^e^iced bjt your impofitionf Ofiiheiv be was 

Ya(isft«d' 

^ A migifity zccmapUfHtd fdMlst 8^ twtttty yodnn of a^ 
U^hsne: mcqmnd fiiek a vzfietfti loipro^tiafcttK, Atthartf, 
kde^i^ ftei fcticilaue harkli thu, ike i^ ap< hia^r fo ^vcry 
knowifij^. ^ 

*! Alluding to a letter written Syi him to htt aiotW loa 
irery equivocal ftik| which kfvppreflbfl* 
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&tbfied with my improvement in every thing ei> 
ccpt heraldry, which he thinks I have negle6led. 
But an this coukl not be acquictd without a 
malter : i told bim min^, enontraiing at theiamck 
time all the fciences be propofed to teach me> 
except one. He renrembers to kave feen you fe-r 
veral timet on bis laft jooineyj Md doe« n«t ap-r> 
peartoretaunanyimpreffion'toyouiKUfitdvaouget; 
He then enqmred about yowr for^uot— He wa&. 
told it was not great. — Yowi^ bi#^— he- ¥ra«. 
anfwered hMeft. Thb "word hfiejl Umnis rtTf^ 
equivocal in the ears of tK>biUty ; it excited fome 
iUfpicions, whtcb vi'ere confirmed in the- ex- 
planation. As fooH' ae he was informed 'that 
your birth was not noble, he adked what you> 
bad been paid per month. My mother replied, 
that you had not only refufed to accept a ftlpend,. 
but that youifamd even rejefted etery prefent fhc 
had offered. This pride of your'3 ferved but to 
enflame hb own — who, indeed, could bear the 
thought of being obliged to a- poor fldfeian? 
Therefore^ it was determined -that a ftipend 
fhould be offi»red> and that, in cafe you: refufed 
it, notwithftanding' your merit, you (bould be 
difmifled.f— Such, my friend, is the refult of a 
Qonverfation held concerning my raboft honoured 
mailer, during which his very humbk fckolar 
was not entirely at eafe. I thought I could not 
l^e in too great hafte to give you this informa- 
tion,, that you might have fufficient time to con* 
fider it maturely. When you are come to a 
xefolution^ do not fjiul to let me lu^ow it ; for it 

is 
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is a mattcr.entiT©!/ within, your. own province,^ 
and beyond my jurifdiflion. 

I am not much pleafed with your intended ex«- 
CK^rfiott to tbe mountains: not thfthi think it 
wilL prove an iftnentertainlng diffipation^ orthat 
your narrative wiM not give me pleaikre ;; but I 
am.feftrfAil left you may not bo^able tofupport thoi 
flUigue. BelkLes^ the feafon^is^ already toa &r 
adyanced*^ Tha hiUs will foon bo covered with 
taow^Bja4^jJiVi.m2ty, poffibly fuffer as much from 
cold as fatigue. If you fliould fall fick in iha^ 
diftimtoottntcy>.I«'Aould be inconfolable. Come 
therefore,, my, dear friottd, .xome nearer to your 
Eloifa : it is not y^t tioB^^o return-te Vevai; but 
I would have you. kfs^rudelyjituatcd) and fo a» 
to faciKiat^ our, coxrefp^odence.. I leave tha 
choice of*place to yourfelf.; only.tako care that 
it be kept fecret from, the- people here, and boi 
difcreet without bting-myfterious. I»know you. 
will be prudent for your owa.fakey but.doublyt 
(o for mine.. 

Adiea! I am forced to break off. — ^Youknowt 
I am oblige^l to be-very cautious. But this i3> 
not all: niy father has brought with him a vene** 
\ablc ftrangerv hb old friend, - who once faved 
his life in bat^e. Judge,,then, of the reception- 
he deferves ! To-morrow he kaves us, and we 
j^re impatient to procure him every fort of enter- 
tainment that will beft exjprefe our gratitude to^ 
ftt^ abei|#fa6tor. I am oaUed, andmuftfimfh. 
Once mQro> adi^u L 

., "' ' LETTER 
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LETTER XXIIL 

TO E LOIS A. 

JL Have employed fcaixe eight days in fuxvey— 
ing a country that would teqarre foiae years* 
But, befides that I was drivei off by tlie friow,: 
1 chofc to be before the poA who brings me, I 
hope, a letter from Eloifa. la-thc mean time I 
begin this, and (haH after ward$y if it be necef- 
fitry, wri«e another i^anFfwex to that which E 
fliall receive* 

I do not ip'tcfld ta'^veyou an n^trnti^ of my 
journey in thidlettet; you ftallCee iHy remarks 
when vre m«ef > thty would tdk% up tbo much 
of our precious eoTre^ofifdcnce. Foltth^ pr^feilt, 
it will be fuffijci«nt to acqu*aint yoti With the 
fituatibn of my h«art. It is but juft to render 
you an account 'gI that which is entirely yoar^s* 

I fet out dejeftcd with my own, fuflStihgs, 
but confokd wi^ your joy; which held me 
fttfpended in a ftate of languor that iS notJ dif» 
agreeable to trufe fertfibiy ty. Umki^ the condoft 
of a yery honeft gtiidc, I craw^ i^ the 
towering hills, dirough 0^«>y a^ r(>gg^> unfi^ 
^ejrited path. Often would I <nufe> ^d tbc% 
2A onccy fottVS unexpiifted 6bye9t caught my at- 
tuention:. One ciloment i beheld ftupei^tiis 
r-ocks hanging rutnoits over my h^^ ;< f he n^xt 
Iwas envek>ped in a.' drizzling cloudywhich^ahrofft 
fr^nnacvifteaSsadeebatdalking thundered agaii^ 
the rocks below my feet ; on ^he 1W<^ ^a petpe^ 
tual torrent opened to my view a yawning abyfs, 

which 
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which my eyes could hardly fiatihom with fafety ; 
fometimes I wa3 loft in the obfcurity of a hang*^ 
ing^wood, and then 'was agreeably aftonifhed' 
with the fudden apeiring of a flowery plain. A 
furprifing mixture of wild and cultivated nature 
points out the haid of man, where one would 
imagine man^had «ever penetrated. Here you be- 
hold a horrid cavern, and there a human habita* 
tion;, vineyards where one would expeft nothing 
but brainbkt; delicious fruit among- barrel^ 
rocks, and corn«^I^ in the midft of cliS and 
precipices. 

But it is not tabeur only ^a^t renders this 
ftrange couittry fa wonderfully contrafted; for 
liere nature ffems to have a iingurar pFeafure ia 
•ding contnididlory to herfelf, fo different does 
fhe appear in the bme place in different afpedts* 
Towards the eaft the flowers of fpring — to the 
fbuth thefruitsofautUHin^—andnorth wards the ice 
of vnnter* She unites all the feafons in the fame 
inftant, every climate in^^tfae fame pkce^ different 
foils on. the fame land^ ami, with a harmony, 
elfewhert unknown, joins the produce of the 
plains to thofe of the higheft Alps- Addtc thefe, 
the illufions of vifion, the tops of the mountains 
varioufly iHumined, the harmonious mixture of 
Kght and fliade, and their different effefls in the 
morning and the evening as I travelled i you may 
Aen form fome idea of the fcer>es which engaged 
my attention, and which feemed to change as h 
paffed, as on an enchanted theatre; for the prof- 
peft of jnpamains being almoft perpendicular to^ 
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the horizon, ftrikes the eye at the: fajim inftaat, 
and more powerfully than that of a plain, where 
the objeils are feen obliquely .and haJf concealed 
behind each other. 

To this plealing varictyyof fcenes I attributed 
thefcrenity of my mga<i, during my firft. day's 
journey. I wondered to find that inanimate be- 
ings fhquJd over-rule. oux.moft.violcat paifions, 
and dcfpifed the injjpotencc of philofophy for hav^ 
ing lefc power, ovcj? the foul than - fucceflion of 
lifelcfs obj^ls^.B^ty finding that my traiiquiHity 
continued during the night, and even increafed 
:With the; following day, I^began to believe it 
ilowedufrpnjLfoin^ other iburce, which I had not 
yetfdHcov€T?edi That dayLrcao^ed the lower 
mountains, and, paling over their sqgged tops, 
fi$tM^ktSidtd the bighed fumuiit I could poffi- 
bly^altaiiu Having walked a while in the clouds 
I caine to ife|>Uee^f greater (erenity, whence one 
inay peaeefully obferve the thunder and thefiorm. 
gathering below — ^Ah ! too flattering pifture of 
liuman wifdom, of which the original never. ex* 
iQed, except in thofe fublime^ regions whence 
the emblem is. taken. 

Here it was that I plvnly.,di(coyeTjed> in* the 
purity of thcaix, the true cauTe of that return- 
ing, uanquillity. of fo»l, .to w^hlch Lhad been fo 
long a ft?angcr« This imprefljon is general,, 
though not univerfaUyvObferved. Upon the tops 
of mountains, the air being fubtile and pure, we 
Tefpire with greater freedom, our bodies are 
^»ore aftlvc, our mind§ moreierene, our pleafujca 
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{efi ardcDt^ and qut paffions mach.nipre.mode'- 
rate. Our meditations acquire a.de§ree of fub- 
limity from the grandeur of theiobje6ls arouodus. 
It feems aa if ^ being lifted above all human foci- 
cty, webad kftevery.law> terreftrial fentiment be- 
hind;, and. that as we approach the xthereal re- 
gions the foul imbibes fomething of their eternal 
purity. One is grave without being melancholy^ 
peaceful buinot indolent, penfive yet contented : 
our deflres lof^ their painful violence, and leave 
only a:gentle eDU)uon in our hearts. Thus the paf- 
£ans which in the lower world are man's greateft 
torment, in happier climates contribute to his fe- 
licity. I doubt quich whether any violent agita*^ 
tion, or vapoury of the mind, could hold t>ut &« 
gainftfuch a ^tuation; and I am furprifed that m 
bath of tho reviving and wholefome w of the 
mountiuxi? U not frequently prefcribed both b|: 
jjhyficaad morality. 

4^1 noH pcda*mu Mn feaite 6 toggiat 
Mctn let vtM wm* ahtti» wnfaggh^ mt fiffP 
Ttittn^ammh ^HeJ monte *uh0 . 
Lt^tm a terra ai Citl nifir* iiittllm§. 

, Hot palace* «lie«Cre* nor frwA cicliasigf , 

Here Jilr their heads \ but fir-treef , beech and pioet 

O'er Terdanc TaUeyt, and on pleafant hil!f« 

Lift up the thoughtful mind from earth to heaven* 

Imagine to yourfelf all tbefc united impret 
iions; the amazing variety, magnitude, and 
beauty of i^tboufand (hipendous objcAs; the 
pleafure of gazing at an entire new fcenc, ftrange 
birds, unknown plants^ another nature, aiidia 

new 
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new world. To thefc eveit^ the fttbtUty of the 
air 13 advantageous ; it enlivens the nataral co- 
lours of objeftsj renders them more, diftinft, and 
brings them as it v^'ere nearer to tht eye. Iti 
fliort, there is a kind of fu{)esrnatural beauty in 
thefe mountainous profpeflSf which charms the 
ftnfes of the mind both into aiorgetfulnefs of 
©ne's felf and of evcry> thing in the world. 

I could have fpentth© whole time in contem- 
plating thefe m&gmfkent Uindfcl^;)e8) if I had not 
found ftilJ greatcf:pl^afni« in the tdtiveriatiott of 
the inhabitants.. In< my obfervatiofls you wiB 
find aflightfketchof their manners, their ftm^ 
J)licity, their, equality of foul, and of that 
peacrf ulncfe of mind which rendcrd th^m happy 
iy an. exemption from painj rather than by the 
enjoyment of pleafure. But what I vpas unable 
to diefcribe, and which is almoft ittxpoffible to be 
conceived,, i^ their difinterefted humaftity and 
hofpitablfezeal to oblige every ftranger whoni^ 
chance or, curiofity brings to vifit them. This I 
myfelf contiiHiaUy experienced-^ who was en- 
tirely unknown, atnd who was cond ailed from 
place to place only by^a common guide. When, 
in th« evening, I arrived in any hamlet at the 
foot of a mountain, each of the inhabiunts was 
fo eageir. to have me lodge at his houfe that I was 
always embarrafiVd which to accept; and he who 
obtained the preference fecmed fo well pleafcd 
that, at fil:fti,rfuppofed hi^ joy to arife from a 
lucrative profpeft ;. but I was amazed, after hav- 
ing ufed the houfd like an inn j tO'Snd my hoft not 

only^ 
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only refufe to accept the leaft gratuity, but of* 
femded t^at it wa&offiered. I found it univcrfally 
the iame. So that it was true hofpitality, vrhich, 
froip itaunufual ardour J[ had naiftaken foravaiice* ^ 
So perfieaiy difinterefted are tbefe people, that ^ 
duTu^ eight days h was not in my power to»leaye 
pi&e doUar among th<»Qi« InChort^^how is it poffible 
to fpend money in a country where the landlord 
will not be p«iid (qt his provifions, nor the fervant 
for his trouble* and where there are no beggars 
to be found ? Nev^rthelefe, money is by no means 
abtindarktin the Upper Valai», and for that -very 
teafon the inhabitants are not in want; for the 
neceffarios of l^fe are plentiful, yet nothing is fent 
ottt of the c<)untry; they are not luxurious at , 
liomo, nor is the peafant lefs laborious. If ever 
they have feore money they will gi*Qw poor, and 
of this they are A> fenfible, that they tread upon 
mines of gold, which they are determined never 
to opeiii. 

I was at firft greatly furprifed at the diffibrencc 
between the cuiloms and mfanners of thefe peo^- 
pie and thofe of the Lower Valab ; for in the 
road through that part of the country to Italy 
travellers pay dearly enough for their paffage. 
Aninh^itant of the place explained the myftery. 
" The ftrangers (fays he) who pafs through the 
Lower Valais are chiefly merchants, or people 
who travel in purfuit of gain ; it is but juft that 
they fliould leave us a part of their profit, and 
that we fhpuld treat them as they treat others; 
but here travellers meet with * different recep- 
tion. 
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fion, bccaufc we are affured their journey mutt 
have a difintercfted motive ! they vilit us Out of 
friend (hip, and thercfcyre we receive them as 6ur 
frientis. But, fndeed, bur hofpitaltty is tiot very 
cxpenfive; we'havt bmfewvMitors*'* — "No won- 
^ der fl replied) that mankind fliould avoid a peo- 
ple, who live only to enjoy life, and not taacquire 
wealth, and excite envy. Happy, defervedly hap^ 
py, mortals! I am pleafed to think that one muff 
certainly refemble you in fome degree, in order tor 
approve yourmanners and tafte your limplicity.'* 
What I found particularly agreeable whifft I 
continued among them was the natiirM eafe and 
freedom of their "behaviour. They went about 
their biflinefs in the houfe as if I had not been 
there,; and it was in ls»y power to aft as if I were 
the fole kihabitant- They are en«lrely unac- 
quainted with the impertinent vanity of doing 
the honours of ihehot^y2iS if "tortmrnd the ftran* 
ger of his dependence. When I faid nothing, 
they concluded 1 was fati^ed to live in their 
manner^ but the lead hint was fuiicient to 
tnake them comply with mine, whhout any re- 
pugnance cnr aftonifliment. The only compli- 
ment M^iich (hey made me, when they heard 
that! was a Swifs, was, that they looked upon 
me as a brother, and I ought therefore to think 
myfelf at home. After this^ they took but little 
notice of me, not fuppofing that I could doubt 
the fincerity of their offers, or refufe to accept 
them whenever they could be ufeful. The (kme 
ihnplicity fublffts among thcmfelves : when the 

cfaildrea 
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' children are once arrived at maturlty^, all diftinc^ 
tion between them and their parents feem ta 
have ceafed; their dosreftics are feated at the' 
fame table with their matter ; the fame liberty 
reigns in the cottage as ip the republic^ and each 
family is an epitome of the ftate. 

They never deprived mc of my liberty, except 
when at table : indeed, it was always in my pewer 
to avoid the repaft ; but bein^ once feated I was 
obliged to fit late,' and drink ^uch. *** What? 
(faid they) a Swifs and not drink P' For my own 
part, I cQufefs I am no enemy tagood wine, and 
have no diflike to a chcarful glafs ^ *but I diflike 
compuUion. I have obfervcd that deceitful men ^ 
are generally fdber, and that peculiar referve at 
table frequently indicates 4lkduplicity of foul; 
A guileleis heart is not afraid of the unguarded 
eloquence, and afFeiiionate folly which com- 
monly precede drunkennefa; but we ought always 
to avoid excefs. Yet even that was fometimes 
impoffible among thefe hearty Valafians, their 
wine being ftrong, and water abfolutely exclud-' 
ed. Who couWa6l the philofopher here, or be 
offended with fuch honed people ? In fhort, I 
drank tofhowmy gratitude,, and fince they re- 
fufed to take my money, I made them a compli- 
ment of my reaibn. 

They have another cuftom, not lefe embar- , 
raffing, which is pra6lifed even in the houfes 
of' the magittrates themfelves: I mean that of 
their wives and daughters {landing behind on^'s 
chair, and waiting at table like fo many fervaats^ 

This 
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This would be infupportable to ^e gaUantcj^ 
of a Frcncbwan, efpecialjy. aatbc woiweaof thi* 
country are in g<5nei:al fo .extremely if^dfow^, 
that one can hardly bear tQ be ^bus^Uended by 
the maid. You may certaii^ly believe theia 
^beautiful, fince th^ appeared ib to me ; for my 
eyes have been accuftome^ -to Elqlfa, and are 
therefore extremely difficuk to pleafe. 

As for me, who pay more regard to the man 
Jiers of the people with whotia I^refide, than to 
.aay rules of politenef^, I received iherr ferviccs 
in filence, and with a degree of gravity equal to 
that of Don Quixote when he was with the 
I>uchei3. I could not, however, help fmiling 
now and then at the contraft between the rough 
old grey-beards at4i|le table, and the charming 
complexion of the fair jiymphs in waiting, in 
whom a fingle word could excite a J>lufh, which 
Tendered their beauty more glowiiigaA^confpi- 
^cuous. Not that I could admire the eiiormd^s 
jcompafs of their nocks^ which reA^nble i|i their 
dazzVmg whitenefs only that perfect model, 
which always formed in my imagination (for 
though veiled, I have fomettmes ftolen a, glance) 
that celebrated marble which is fuppofed to ex- 
cel in delicate proportio» tbetnoft perfeft work 
of nature* 

Be not furprifed to find nae fo knowing in 
myfteries which you fo carefully conceal ; . this 
hath happened in fprte ofaiU yourcautroa^ for 
<>ne fenfe inftrufts another, ai!id,ftotwithft*nding 
the me>ft jealous vigilance, there will always 

remain 
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retnam fboie friendly interftice or odier, through 
vhich the fight performs the office of the toudu 
The cttrions eye bofily infinuates itielf with im« 
punity under the flowers of a nofegay, wanders 
beneath the fpreading gaufe, and conveys that 
elaftic rcfiftance to the hand which it dares not 
experience. 

Pmrf^ appar itUt m^mmi acerle e Irudt^ 

Parit aitrui mt rk^prt im^ida v^m ; 
litwdat ^i*^r *^^' ••**• *^ ^art9 tbimde^ 

V amw^pmfkr gim mm arr^^ 

In Tain liet lialf-c4Bce«lM the tender 'breaft, 
Or gently heavet Wneath tli* UtiiKoiis veft; 
Thrangh tk' enTiont covering daru ibe lover's iigbtv 
And riott on the icese of fooddefight. 

I am alfo not quite fatisfieB with the drefs of : 
the Valaiflan ladies : their gowns are ratfed fo 
very high behind^ that they all appear round* 
fhouldered; yet this, together with their iittlc 
black coifs, and other peculiarities of their drels^ 
has a fingular efieft^ and wants neither fimpU^ 
city nor elegance. I (hall bring you one of 
.their complete fuits, which I dare fay will fit 
you; it was made to the fineft (hape in the whole 
country. 

But, whilft I travelled *with delight thefe re« 
gions, which are fo little known^ and fo deferving 
of admiration, where was my Eloifa? Was 
ibe banifhed my memory? — Forget my Eloifa! 
Forget my own foul ! Is it poi&ble for me to be 
one moment of my life alone, who exift only 
through her? O^no! our fouls are infeparable. 
Vol. I. F and. 
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andy by iaftioAi cbtogc their fimation toge« 
tber, according to the .prc^sailing ftatc of mind^ 
When I am in ibrrow tt stakes refuge wkh 
yonr'S) and fseks conlblcti^ in the ^ce where 
you are; as was the cafe the day I left you. 
When I am happy, being incapable -of enjoy- 
-ment alone^ they both attend upon me, 4ind our 
pleafure becomes mutual : thus it "was during 
my whole excurfion. 1 did iK>t take 4)»e ftep 
without you, nor admire a fingk •profptA «ii^th- 
cut eagerly pointing its beauties to Elo^a. The 
fame tree fpread its fliadom <»ver iw both^ 
and we conftantJy reclinecl againft t^ fame 
flowery bank. Sometimes, as we fit, I gazed 
with you at the wonderful fcene before tis, and 
f(HDetimes on my knees turned with raf^ure to 
an object more worthy the contemplation of 
human ienilbility. If I came to a difficult pafs, 
I iaw you ikip over it with the aAivity of the 
bounding doe. When a torrent happened to 
cTofs our path, I preTumed to prefs you in ray 
arms, walked flowly through the water, and was 
alwaysYorry when I reached the oppofite bank. 
Every thing in that peaceful folitude brought 
you to my imagination ; the pkafing awefulneis 
of nature, the invariable ferenity of the air, the 
grateful fimplicity of the people, then- conftant 
and natural prudence, the unaffeAed modefty 
and innoeence of the iex ; in ihort, every ob- 
jeA that gave pleafure to the eye or to the heart 
feemed infeparably conneAed ^ith the idea of 
Eloifa. 

Divine 



E L O I S A. 123 

Divine maid ! have I often tenderly exclaimed^ 
O that we might ^nd our dsgrs in thefe tin« 
frequented mountains^ vnenvied and unknown ! 
Why can I not here collet my vi4iole foul intQ 
thee aloae, ^d fecf qn^e, mi ti^rn, iht vniverf© 
to Eioifai Tkj ^ha^'qw wouW Acp ^/^cb^ the 
homage jthfy de^rves t^ea wo^ld qur hc^tf 
taftc wit)ioqt Ip^rri^tipn tl|c ^elicipw fnl^ 9* 
the foft paffion with which they are filled : the 
yaars of our long Blyfi«w wowW paff z^^j ^« 
told, and wWn die frigid fc^nd #£ ^f ftw|4 
hw^ calmed otw fytA tranfpoiUff *he fp^^u^^f 
ha%it of thjnkiag Md fMog ftom tft« f^o^e p^r 
ciple Jwould begc^ a laftiipg frii«Kdftip hq ^ 
tedder than our lov<;» whoft vacant ]^^ Ac»c^M 
be filled i^ the kindred fentimenifl wbicj^ grew 
and were noi^riflied wkh it in owf youtk* Like 
this happy pcopk, we would praitife every dutj^ 
of Immanity, we toouU wiit€ 'm ^f^^ of }^^e^Q^ 
lence, aa4 « la&4k wiA t;h«fa|iifeftioi> of ^^ 
having 4ijr«d in^ain. 

ffeiil^t^rr-k is tkie p*^, 1 ^11 el©ft my 
lett^, Arid fly to rcceivsc -anothffr fron^ ^Iqiff^ . 
How my heart ^Ui Why w^ I roofed 
from my reverie J? I ytas hafppy ^ 1^^ i^ 
idea lie^vjeo «^i1y knowa irfi^ I 9ni $0 i^e 
in. really. . 
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LETTER XSW. 

/ TO EL0I8A. 

X Sit down to give you an immediate anfwerto 
that article of your letter concerning the 
fKpend. Thank God, it reqfiiires no reflexion. 
My fenfiments^ nty Elotfa, lon 4his AibjeA are 
thefe: 

In what is called honour (here is a material 
diftin£tion •between tteit'^hich Is. founded on the 
opinion of the world, and that wliich is derived 
from felf eft^em. The firft k ^nothing 1}ut tha 
loud voice of fooKfh. prejudice, -whicfh has no 
more ftatnlity than the ^ind ^ but the bafis of 
tBre latter is fixed in the^^ternal truths of mora-, 
lity. The honourof the world may be of ad- 
vantage with regard to fortune; but, as it cannot 
reach the foul, k 'lias no ioAuencc on real hap- 
pinefs. True honour, on the contrary, is. the 
very eflehce of felicity ; for it is that alone in- 
fpires the permanent interiour fatisfadiofi which 
conftitutes the happinefi of a rational being. 
Let us, my Eloifa, apply thofe principles to your 
queflion, and it will be foon refolved. 

To become an inftru£tor of philofophy, and 
like the fool in the fable receive money for 
teaching wifdom, will appear rather low in the 
eyes of the world, and, I own, has fomething 
in it ridiculous enough. Yet, as no man can 
fubfift merely of himfelf> and as there can be 
nothing wrong ineatbg the fruit of one's la- 
bour. 
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hour, we wiH regard this opinion of mankind 
as a piece of foolifh prejudice, to which it would 
be madnefs to facrifice pur happinefs. I know 
you will not cfteem me the lefs on this account ; 
nor ihall I dcferve more pity for living upon tKc 

* talents I have cultivated. 

But, my Eloifa there are other things to be 
confidered. Let us leave the multitude, and 
look a little into ouriehes. What ihall I in 
reality be to your father, in receiving from hioi 
a falary for inftruAing his daughter ? Am I not 
£rom that moment a mercenary, a hireling, a 

^fervant ? And do not I tacitly pledge my faith 
for his fecurity, like the meaneft of his domci"- 
tics? Now, whit has a father to lofe of greater 
valiBB than his only daughter, even though fhc 
were not an Eloifa ? and what (lion Id the man do 
who bad thus pledged his faith, and, fold his fer- 
vice? — ^Ought he to ftifle the flame wiihin his 
bread? Ah! Eloifa, that you know to be im- 
poffible: or (hould he rather indulge his paflion, 
and wound, in the mod fenfible part, the man 
who has an undoubted right to his fidelity? In 
this cafe I behold a perfidious teacher) trampling 
under foot one of the moft facred bonds of fo- 
ciety*, a feducer, a domeftic traitor, whom 
F 3 the 

• Unhappy yoBth! not to perceive, that to fuffcr him- 
M{ to be paid in gratitude what he refufed in money 
was infinitely More criminal. Under the maik of in. 
. ftni&ion he connpted her heart; inftcad of nouriihmcnt 
he gives ^er poifon, and b thanked by a deluded mother 
for the ruin of her child. Neverthelefs, one m^y perceive 

-in 
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*c law hath juftly cohdcinh«f t<i dfe. I hdffe 
fejoifa liriacrftands mie— I <to iibt feat ^^th^tJlft 
iiic ighoihiny of dcftrvia^ if, ^&d my oWtt tofi* 
tempt. 

Wbefa thfe fcttcW tof yblif toiftt'i-falt »fitf 
Abelard fell inta ycmi" h^d^s, ^M rtAttiibtv 
* »y ppinioh of the cohAift trt that pfteft. I 
alwajrs pitied £]oita: die had, a h^art inade fbr 
Ibvc: W Abelard feerticii to d<rcrtfc his fatt, ^ 
Ke was a ftraager hotU to Ibya And Vii^toe. 
Ought 1 then to foHoW liJi tx^apU? What 
%K>etch dares plrtzch that virttift Which h6 tifiU 
not ptaftiftl Whofocver iuflFferS himfelf td i)c 

(I ihus bh'nded bjr bb pailiohs Will ibbti fiiHd hhtV- 
/ Jelf punifhed in a loathing fo|( ihofe ntf i^^fd-^ 
/ tions to which he Sacrificed his hotoblir. 'tfa^f-e 
\ can be no pleafure in any tnjoymeht Whith the 
. heart cannot apprpve, atid which tthd^ tb fink 
^ in our cftimstion the objcA of bUr love. Ab^ 
- ftra^ the idea of perfection, and ouf enthufiafm 
/ f ahiihcs : tike away our cfteem, and IbVfc is St 
I ancn^^ How is it pofliblclor a woaa£j^ to ho- 
I Jiour a man who didionours him/elf ? ^hd }xo\r 
' can he adorer the perfbn who was wtak fe^ougli 
to abandon hcrfclf to a vile feducer ! Mutual 
^ con tem]pt,, therefore, is the cohfequfcnCe; thtrlr 
\ irery paffions will groW burthenfome, and they 

, Hi tilm « %net!fe Mm fbririrtWe; but ft is »b Ibbn lliff- 

ttb^ri&Mk toutlr bfc admitted ak an Uxojft, he ft i^ bettfer 
' «bui H ^Mied fcAow. Hit two K»«e^. h6^¥tt» ikfSfte 
-* ^ fome compaflioD } the mother U chiefly in fauk« 
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will have loft their honour without findfog hap- 
pineis. 

But how diffei>edt, tiaj Eipifa^ is it with two 
lovers of the £unt age, influenced by the iame 
paffioAi united by the faiae bonds, under no pair«> 
ttcttlar engageai)eotS| and < both in pofleffion of 
their originaliiberty 1 Tlie moft kvtrc laws oan 
wSiGt no other pUoi(hment than the natural 
(confequences of ti^eir paffion; their fole obliga* 
tioA-U to love eteifmliy $ siQd if there be in the 
world fome unhappy cUmate, where men's au- 
thority dares to break fuch facred bonds, they 
arc furely puniihed if the crimes that muft la- 
evitablyetifue. 

Thefe, my ever prudent and virtuous JElIotiay 
«re my reafons: they are indeed but a frigid 
tommentary on thofe which you ui^ged with ib 
timch fpirtt and energy in one of your letters^, 
but jthey are fufficient to ihow you how entirely 
I am of your opinion. You remember that I 
^i& not perfift in refiifing your offeri and that> 
notwithftandmg the firft fcruples of prqiudice, 
being convinced that it was not incOnfiftent with 
•my honour, 4 coafented to open the box. But^ 
in the prcfisnt cafe, my duty, my reaibn, mj 
love, all fpcak too plainly to be mifunderftood. 
If I muft choofe between my honour and £lpifa, 
my heart is prepared to refign faer^^ love he? 
too well to purchaie her at the price of my bo* 
Bour! 



F4 LEtTJBR 
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LETTER XXV. 

FHOMSLOISA* 

jL OU wiU cafily believe, mj dear fricndj 
how extremely I was entertained with the 
agreeable account of your late tour. The ele- 
' gance of the detail kfelf would have engaged 
my efteemi eve© though its author, had been 
wholly a ftranger; but its - comtng from you 
was a circumftance of additional rceomraen^ 
dation. I could, however, find ki nay heart 
to chide you for a certain part of ir, which you 
will eafily guefs, though I could fcarce refram 
from laughing at the ridicnlous finefle you made 
ufe of to fibelcer yourlclf unider Taflb. Have 
you' never really perceived the wide di&rcnc« 
that ihoutd be made betvreen a narration intended 
for the view of the public, and that littJe ikctch 
of particulars which is iblely to be referred to 
the infpeftion of your miftrefs. Or is love, 
with all its fears, doubts, jealoufies, and fcrvt* 
plcSy to have no more regard paid to it than- the 
mere decencies of good-breeding are inthled to ? 
Could you be at a moment's lois to conceive 
that the dry precifenefs of an author muft be 
difpleafi^g, where the paffionate ientiment^ <^ 
infpiring tendernefs were expefted ? And couiiE 
you deliberately refolve to difappoint wsy expec- 
tations ? But I fear I have already faid too much 
on a fubjeA which perhaps had better been en« 
tirely pafTed over. Befides, the 'contents of 
your laft letter have ib clofcly engaged my 

- thoughts. 



E L O I S A. 129 

thoughts, that I have had no leifiire to attead 
to, the particulars oF the former. Leaving then, 
my dear friend, the Valais to fome future op- 
portunity, let us now 6x our attention on what 
more immediately concerns ourfelvcs — we (ball 
find fufEcient matter for employment. 

I very clearly forefaw what your fentimenta 
would be, and indeed the time we have known 
each other had been fpent to lUtle purpofe if 
owconje^hues were ftill vague and uncertain. 
if virtvie ever fiiould fbrfake us,, be aflured ic 
wMl not, cannot, be in thoTe inftances, which 
require rei)[4ulipn and refignation*. When the 
afiault is violeikt, the firft ftep to be taken is 
i<eiUlance ; and we ihall ever triumph, I hope» 
ib long as we are forewarned of our danger. A 
ftate of carelefs iecurity is the moft to be dread- 
edy and we may be taken by fap ere we perceive 
that the cit«cleV is atta^rked. The moft faul 
circum(kance of all, is the continuance of mlC* 
f ortuxies.; cbeir very doratioii makes them dan« 
gerous to a mind that might bear up againft the 
^arpeft trials and moft vigorous fudden onfets i 
it may be worn put by the tedioi|S prefliire of 
inferior bufferings, and give way to the length 
of thofe affliAioos which, have quite exhaufted 
its forbearance. This ftruggio, my dear friend^ 
falls to our lot, We are not ^ed upon to fig- 
nalife Qurfelves by deods of .K^oifm, or renowned 
. I 5 exploiu; 

* Thefequel will Wtob well inform the reader^ ttaft 
this alTcrtioti of £loiia^f WM ektrcmely IB grounded. 
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tk^loit^ ; Imt ure ate b^attd ^ the ttott painlii! 
taft of fi3ri>p6rtiflg m Itide&tig^fe telift^cei ami 
iBiidilrityg tebfoi^tme) wvtlidtit the leaft relaxatioti. 

I fbrelkw btkt %6)» 'wtVL \bf6 MehAicht^ 4c^mWt. 

Olir happhicfi i* paftd Wtf Mfe * fnerflmg 

cloudy and^oHr't^aik^tlB beg^liinlg wkhoiift t^e 

liszh prdfpt^ ^of fiwy ^l*tt««ioli for the better, 

lEyfery chictimft^n^fe 'fe l^ ^ift* ^ti tiggravatiotf «f 

Iny dilbriEtfs, ^nd Mrhtft^t dth^ iitets^WMld^tite 

p^eA utthtsetkd^bd irtiobferv«ti» tiMr fci"^»%tit 

tob 1*i>nly to imatjaft itty ^trOfy: Wf *)ody 

)ympaehi&8 irith Wf Aii^ Ifi this diAr«lfed ttcli* 

\itidh; the one^s as J[]^]ritfe6 und 'Itffigtiid ^tfie 

' bther'id alarmed ^tid stppi%ihtenfi^e. 'f ivroliiKldff 

•tbat^s sfrc cfvtr ftealhig 'down tny the*s> )WiA- 

"out'itry'bdtig'ftriflbtte 6f «iiy imlne^te eaufe of 

fdrrOiRr. I^'flOt lhdeedfoi»efec ^y i«ry ^iiftreft- 

fal event*, bat 1 pcifceive, rilft, ^too twli, my 

fond^ft hoptfs ^Wafted, i«y mjoftiingulne escpec- 

-t^tiotts difkppoirfted } «nd what good puvpofet^an 

ivftttt tto^iratttr <he tettVcJt, whwntbe plam 4» 

'flecsrytfl atid Withcfeti *tt ih?e foot '? 

I'ftel Aryftlf iiri-aMfe to ftippdtt yow »bftnct. 
I Fed, ittjr Htar frittid, thttt I wm wwr lire 
*witboilt 'you, ^d tMsis<a4relh fubjttfttomeof 
'contltiMl iippttheiifioM. flotr often do 9 tm- 
"verfe tlte iR:etid5 whkh 'letve onoe vbe «ri»iieies 
^*o^r*tfpp/yitlteihn«^', btft, ahis! «fOtt are^io 
•tHfeye ta*€ ftwt«^. 'I ^conftantiy -expeft y»u 
^t^otrir ufual time} ^b#t the time comes and 
..goes without your return. Every objeft of my 
* Tentcs preKcnts* new monument^ affd -every ob- 
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jcft^ alas! reminds mt that I have loft yotu 
Whatereryour luffbriags may be in otber re*- 
4poftt^ yoi^ are exempted, however, from this 
•aggl^vatioa. Your heart alopc is i^fficieAt to 
veailiid yo«i of mjr <Biihappy abience« Did you 
-but know whaa e&dkfs pangs ^ thefe fruitlefi 
cxpeAations, thefe impatient longiDgs perpetiu 
^iHy vQccafion, how they efnbkter and increafe 
the eorooents ((Already £ocl, you .would writhout 
befitacion prefer your condition to mine. 

If, indeed^ I might ^e vent to my liid tsdq, 
and truft tlie tender recital of my niunberlefii 
'Woes In the kind 'tKtfom of 9 fsnthful friend, J 
might be relieved in fo^nc 4i^ree of 4ny mis£aiv 
tunes. Bat even this relief is denied me, except 
when I find opportunity to pour a few tender 
fighs into the oompaifionate bofom of my coufin: 
but VI general I am .CQ;;iftrainfi4 tp f]f^ ? l^o^ 
g^ge ^wte fqfreign to mj l)ieart, mxd to aflume 
v^sMa^ of .thougJiUel^ g^^ety, |v^CJ> I f^ jrea^y 
^,a^kA^Pt9the.gIl^▼e, 

Senttrji, € Def, mcrir^ 
Jiierirmi Stntot 

To fuffer and miift not compkin^ 

A further circumftance of iny diftrefs, if a^ 
thing more diftrefsfU can yet be added, is, that 
,my .difqrder is contintially increafing. I have ^f 
Ute thought fo gloomily, that I ^Idom now 
'4J(iink o^erwife \ * and the more anxiety I ^I it 

the 
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the.remembraoce of our paft pleafures, the more 
eagerly do I indulge mjtclf in the painful re* 
coHeAton. Tell me, my dear, dear friend, if 
you can tell ine by experience, how nearly allied 
is [ove to this tender forrow, and if difquiet and 
uneafinefs itfelf be not the ccmeat of the warm,* 
eftafiedionsi! 

i have a tkouBuid other things to fay, bujt 
firft I would fain know, exa£Uy, where you arq. 
Befidesi this train of thinking has awakened my 
piffion, and indeed rendered oibe unfit for writing 
any more. Adieu, my dear friend^ and though 
I am oUiged to lay down my pen^ be aflured.I 
caa never think of parting with you> 



BILLET. 



jnL S this comes to your hands by a water- 
man, an entire ftranger to me, I (hall only fs^ 
al prefent that I have taken up* my quarters at 
MeiUeriif on the oppoiite fhore. I fhall now 
have an opportunity of feeing, at leaft, the deai^ 
f lace which I dare, oot )ij>proach.. 
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TO ELOISA.. 

\\r HAT a v^onderful alieration has ai 
fhort fyace of time produced in my af- 
fairs I The thoughts of meeting,, delightfii) 
as^tbey were^ are npw too much allayed with 

dit 
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diTqaieting apprehenficnis. What fliould ha^e 
bc^n the objcft of my hopes is now, alas I be- 
come the fubjeft of my fears j and the very fpi- 
lit of difcernmcm, which ob mod occafions is 
.fo ufcftil, AOw\f<grves but to difmay, to difquict^ 
jand torment mer Ah, Eloifii! too much fenfi* 
bilityi too much tenderne&, proves the bittercA 
curfe inftead of the choiceft bleffing: vexi^ioiic 
aad diiappointip^t are its certain vonfeqiiencesi. 
The temperature of the aii, the change of the 
feafons* the briUiancy of the fun, and thicknofs; . 
of the fo£^ arctfo many moving fpnngs to the 
unhappy pofTciTor^ aivd he becomes, the wamoa: 
fport of their ^bitration:. his thoughts, his. 
fatbfaAion, his^ happinefs, depend on the 
blowing of thf winds, and the different points, 
of eaft and weft can fadden or enliven his^ 
expeftations: fwayed as he is by prejudices,. 
a»d diftraAed by paffions, the ientimentsof has 
heart find cont'mual appoiIti(»n from the axioms 
of his head. Should he perchance fquare his 
conduA to the undeviable rule of right, and £et 
up truth for his fiandard, inftead of profit and 
convenience^ he is fure to faU a nurtyr to the 
maxims of his integrity j the world will joia 
in the cry, and bunt him down as a common ene«- 
my. Butfuppofing this, not the c^fe, honefty and 
nprig):u;ne{s, though exempted from per£ecution^ 
are neither of them the channels of hopQur, nor 
the road to riches: poverty and want are tbiiir 
inieparable attendants, and, man, by adhering 
to the oncj neeeSarily attaches him&lf to the 

inheritance 
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tAkeritftitGC of tke others tad b; thin means kc 
becoACS hh own i?QrmeiMer^ He wHI fotrch 
for Supreme happuiefe) vithont taking into tke 
Aocount tke infiroikics of kis natwe. Thvs li$s 
afie£Hont a«d hia rcafoii mtH, be engaged in a 
perpetual war^e, and . vnboBfided $dea$ ami 
defirca muft pave tke waj for endieft dHappoint* 
sncnts. 

Tkb fimaiios^ faon^ever dirinal> is nevertke- 
lc6 «ke tvoe one, in wkich the kard fate of my 
wortdly affiiira» connteraQed by tke ingentoos 
Mid liberal turn of iny Jikougllts, have involved 
^me, and which 4s aggrarrated^and incrdafed by 
•four faftbcf*8 'contempt and yotsr own milder fctk^ 
tliments, Whtcfa are at once bodi the-deKght and 
di(il«ict of my 4i{e. Had it xite been £or thee, 
nkon fatal beauty, I could ntver have expe- 
rienced the infupportable contraA between the 
•greatnefs of my foul, and the low eftatc oflny: 
foptunc. I ftiouM'have'ilived quietly, and died 
•content^, in a 'fituation that would have been 
«vcn bdew notice. But to fee ypu without 
being able to prffefs you— to adore you, without 
ffaifing-myfelf ^from my o^curity-^to Kvc In the 
HRiEne place, and yet be leparated from each other, 
isaltvuggle, my deareft £loJra,"to which I am 
'iiltvrly >Dne<pia}. I can neither seoounce you» 
«ior furoyevunt iSse cruelty of my deftiny-^-I can 
''«Mitber iiibduemy defires, nor better my for- 



i|M> ats4f tlhfs iituat ion itfelf were not fuffi. 
4kAtly uyrmiitttmgi ihe horrors of it we increafed 

by 
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tif tke gkKMiiyfiicceffiDotof idews ev«r ^prtfeiit ta 
my iinagitiatioii* Perhapt, twy, this m kej^tencd 
ty tke nmxktt of rhe pUce I hvt in-^it is darfe^*^ 
kfe dreadfuh but rh^si kfviH the habit of my 
ibaU ^sMiici n ftioft flea&at pvoTpe^ of nature 
mmM Tcfleft Htlle convfoit ^on the dtCKf vkw 
within me. A ridge of birrMn mcto Aimoaad 
the tostft, ^9tA my dwelliBg is Itill made tnore 
^ifmid%7 thc^tmcomfartable »proffc£kB of iim-- 
*ter. Atidy^tf fSeifa, I am ieiifiMe OMiigh «hat 
if C'weretmte fdHed toe flfeandra ytm^ lAi^uMk 
i^tnH hi need of ii^ ottfher abodsi <Booth^<:«fMi.^ 
- WikMe my mmtns diftra£ted ««& )fiich ^oei^ 
nitiud 4igitaftioyiay lof bodyto» h^ nwmg at it 
nvMs in fytfiptfthy '^vrkk thorfe «iiK)«k>iss« liran 
't0 :^d fro't diti^ the orockv ea;p)<»pe>'niy arhjolc 
diflridty and find 4e«ery thing aa iioRciUe (witjh- 
'4oiit, fi» f (eocperience it within. Thane is na 
Iptigcr any vinrdupe tohefcen, ^be graft ifryel. 
low and,wf«hered| the^eeaare Arippediof their 
Cottage, 'and the fiortk-«aft tlaft >heaps fiiow and 
ice i^rcmtid me. In Aoit, the wkoie &ce <•£ 
tfiattfre appeatv as^ocapBd m my iout^ard 'jbodb 
Jaa Ltnyfdf ft^m ^tbim am 'dead tx^ hope knd 
>joy. 

lA^idft diis ^ocfcy coaft liisme found icnit ia 
^foUtary cleft, from whence 'I iiave a diftmift view 
nyf the dear p4a«e7«« inhabit. Yon inay eafiiy 
^magicte licm i 4ia^ ^^fe^ed on ^Ihis xlifeosi^ery^ 
tiiid rcfrdfeed tsay fi^t with^delighfftfU ^rof^ 
^ft. irrpeMt a ^oU day in ^endeai^MtSfyg «o 
-difccrn^tlie tety fKnrfe; btft the ^dflbanet; •ato, 

i5 
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is t#Q great for my efibrts ; and imagination wat 
forced to fupply what my wearied fight was^ 
unable to 4ikover. I immediately ran to the 
curate'Sf and borrowed his telefcope, which pre- 
iented to my vieWy or at leaft to my. thonghtSi 
tbeexa£t fpot I defired. , My ^ whole, time hasi 
been taken up . ever tince in contemplating thofe 
walb that enclofe the only, fource of my con^ 
forty the only objeA of my wishes : notwith- 
fianding the inclement feyerity of the ieafon> I 
continue thus employed fr^m day-break until 
evening. A fire^ made of leaves and a few dry 
. iticks, defends me in fome m^afiure horn the int 
tenfenefs of the cold. This place^ wild and un- 
cultivated as it «¥, is &) fttited to my tafiCf that I 
am now writing to you in it, on a f)xmmit which 
the ice has feparated from the rock. 

Here, my deareft Eloifay your unhappy lover 
is enjoying the laft pleaTure that perhaps he may 
ever relilh on this fide the grave. Here, in (pite 
of every obftacle, he can penetrate into your 
very chamber. He, is even dazzled with your 
beauty^ and the tendemefs of your looks re«. 
animates his drooping foikl ; nay, hei can with for 
thofe raptures which he experienced with, you 
in the grove. Alas ! it is all a dream, the idle 
phantom of a projeQing mind. Fleafing as it is^ 
it vaniflies like a vifion, and I am foqh forced 
to awake £rom fo agreeable a delirium;; and 
yet even then I have fiiU employment for iny 
thoughts. I admire and revere the purity of 
ypur fentimcDts, the innocence of yoiprlife ; I 

trace 
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trace out ia mj mind the method of your dally 
coaduAj by comparing it with what I formerly 
well knew in happier days^ and under more en* 
dearing circumftances : I find you ever atten« 
tive to engagemenis which heighten your cha« 
raAer: need I add that fuch a view moft mo« 
vingly affeOs me ? In the morning I fay to my« 
(elf> ifae is juft now awaking from calm and 
gentle flumbers, as frcfli as the early dew, and 
.as compofed as the mo^ fpotlefs innocence, and . 
U dedicating to her Creator a day which ihe 
determines fhall a«iC be loft to virtue. She is 
now going to her mother^ her tender heart aU 
/ufceptible of the foft ties of filial duty : (he is 
either relieving her parents Arom the burthen of 
domeftic tares^^ Toothing their aged forrows^ 
pitying their inftrmities, or excufing thofe ur- 
diicretions in others which ihe knows not how . 
to allow in herfelf. At another time» fhe is em- 
ploying herfelf in works of genius or of uie, 
ftoring her mind with valuable knowledge, or 
reconciling the elegancies of life to its moce 
fober occupations. Sometimes I fee a neat and 
ftudied fimplicity fer off thofe charms which need 
no fuch recommondation; and at others flie is 
confulting her holy paftor on the circumftances 
of indigent merit. Here fhe is aiding, com- 
forting, relieving the orphan or the widow; 
there fhe is the entertain:m»nt of the whole circle 
of her friends, by her prudent and fenfible con« 
verfation. Now fhe is tempering the gaiety of 
youth with wifdom and difcretion: and fome 

few 
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few moments {Forgive me the preemption) yc^ 
beRow on my haplefs love. I fte yoti melted 
into tears at the per ufal of my httcrs, a»d tan 
perceive your ckvotcd lover is the fuhjeft of the 
lines you are penning, and of the pafBonate 
difconrfe between you and your coufin.— -Q^, 
Eloifa, Ihall we never bt united ?— Shall Wc 
fievet* fpcnd owd;ay« together?— Can we, Eloifa i 
can we part forever?. No, far be that thought 
from my foul., -l ftart into fntaj at the very 
Idea, and my diftetnpered mind hurries me 
from rock^ to^ rock. Invohint'ary fight and 
groans betray my inward difordcr : | roar out 
, like a Kontifd robbed of her young. I can do 
every thing but lofe you ; there is nothing^no, 
nothlhg, I would not attempt for you, at the 
riikof my lift. 

t had written thus far, and was waking an op^ 
portunhy to convey it, when your laft came to 
my hands from Sion. The melancholy air it 
breathes has lulled my griefs to reft. Now, 
tiow, am I convinced of what yot;| ob(erved long 
ago, concerning. that vronderful fympathy be- 
tween lovers. Your forrow is of the calmer, 
toihe of the more paffionate kind ; yet, though 
the afFeAion of the mind be the fame, it takes 
itd Colour in eacb from the different channel^ 
through which it runs ; and, indeed, it is but na- 
tural,, that the greateft misfortunes fliouTd pro- 
duce the moft difqufetrng atMLieties j but why do 
I talk of misfortunes ? They would be abfo'utc- 
ly mfijpportablc. No, be aflurcd, tny Eloifa, 

that 
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tliat the imrdSftible dtcttt of htkytn hkit denned 
ia& ibtt^th 6ihtt. Thbis the firft great Uw we 
drc t6 Obey, and it b the great bufincfe ^f life 
to calm, fboth, tod ftreettti it while we are here. 
Ifte, «itl lament it tbo, that yottr defigns ate 
tdd vagiie atid mtftrtdufite for excttitio«. Toa 
fcetrt t^iilittg to iJontjuer inftirmountable diffi- 
culiiHj ivhile ^t tHe lime time ytiu are tteglcfliiig, 
'the Dhly feasible Kiethodd. Ah etith^lialVie id«a 
t6f h&ii6tir h^ fvLppli^mtd yx}Mt teafbu^ and jbw 
yiitivtt hhettMt Kttte better thtiA intibfty tfe* 

Ifi iDdted, tt weHc poffible fot yoti td ttmnin^ 
^Sw^i ^yDttUg iind beatitifti! ^s you are at prt- 
ffettt, my <>ftly wiflr, my oftly prayer to bearen:; 
Wduld be, to know of yottr eontinuat happifeeft, 
to fee yoti oote every year, only ottee> aod then 
fpend the itft of «iy time in vknring yoor toan*; 
'ttott from afat, and in adoring you among the 
roeki. fiut, behold> aka^ the inconcchidrie 
fwiftnefs of that fatei which it utter at reft. It 
ii conftamly porfufog, time fiiea haftily> tfa«op« 
potttmity b ifreirieta^, aftd yoorbeaxity^evem 
yOu!h beauty, is tiwuisn^cribed by Very itarrow 
limits of eiLiftetite: it mtift fome/tkM or 
other decay tmd wither ^way, Mke a iower that 
fades before it is gathered. lo the tocaft tl^e, 
t am toafiiming tny heaithj ytj«ih, ftredgtb^ in, 
comiimal forrow, afid wafttt away my yews^in* 
complaining. Think 1 oh think, Eloifai that 
^fitt have already loft fome tiiwei thi^t too that^ 
it will never rtttyrn^ laod diat th^ cafe will be tbe> 

fame 
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fame with the ycar% that are to come, if w^ 
fuflPer them to pafs by neglefted and unimproved. 
O fond, miftaken fair ! you are lading plans for 
a futurity at which you may never arrive,. an4 
negleding the prcfcnt moment, which can never 
be retrieved. You are fo anxious and intent 
on that uncertain hereafter, that you forget, ths^ 
in the mean while our hearts melt away like 
fnow before the fun w— Awake, awake, my dear- 
^eft Eloifa, from fo fatal a delufipn I Leave all 
your concerted fchemesf, the wanton faliies of a 
fruitful fancy, and determiiw to be happy« Conic, 
my only hope, my only joy! to thy fondex- 
peAing lover's arms: come^ and reunite the hi- 
therto divided portions of our exigence. ^ Come, 
aii4> before, heaven, let u& folepnly fwear to liv6 
and die for each other. You have no need, I 
am fure, of wf eocouragement,, and exhorta- 
tions, to bear up againft the ifear of want. Though 
poor, provided we are happy, what a treafure 
wHl be iBiOiir pofieifioa! But let us not fo inAik 
cither the dignity or the humanity of the fpeci^j, 
^ to fuppoie that this vaft world capnot furni(h 
an afylum for two unfortunate lovers. But wc 
need not defpair while I have health and ftrength; 
the bread earned by the fwcat of my brow wiU 
be more retifbing to you than the moft coftiy ban- 
quet which luxury could prepare. And, indeed, 
can any repaft, provided and feafoned by love, 
be iofipid ? Oh -my angel, if our happinefe 
were fure to laft us but one day, could you cru- 
elly refolve to quit this life without tafting it ? , 

One 
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One -word more, and I have done— You 
know, Eloiiaj the ufe which was formerly made ' 
of the rock of Leucatia — ^^it was the laft fad re- 
fuge of difappointed lovers. The place I am 
now in, and my own diftrefled fitnation, bear but 
tob^clofe a refemblance — ^The rock is craggy— 
the water deep-^and I am in ddpair ! 



LETTER XXVH, 

FROM claib^a: 

X Have been latMy fo diftraftcd with care and 
grieff, that is with much difficulty I hat^ 
been able to lumman fufficient ftrength for writ* 
mg. Your misfortunes and mine are now at 
their utmoft crifi&. In (bort, the lovely Eloifa 
is very dangerouHy ill, and, ere this ca& reach 
you, may perhaps be no more* The mortifica* 
tion fhe underwent in parting with you firft 
brought on her diforder, which was confiderably 
increafed by fome very interefting difcburfe flic 
hasfincehad with her father. This has been 
ftill heightened by circumftances of additional 
aggravation ; and, as if all this were too httle, 
your laft letter came in aid, and completed 
what, alas ! was already fcarce fupportable. The 
perufal of it affcfted her fo fenfibly, that, after a 
whole Bight of violent agitations and cruel 
firuggles, Ae was fcifed with ahigh fever, which 
has increafed to fuch a degree, that flic is now 
delirious. Even in this Situation flie isperpetu- 

aUy 



ajjy ealling for pij, andijpcs*;^ of .jrQl^:vitl^foth 
€PiiQtlo0s a$ piaiAiy poiat pun ^^h^ .you ^pt 
-«re the ol5(!6]t of Jticr more fgttMiy U>pu^|f« Hf ft 
f^lber i$ J^cjpt oxi% of (he ii?aj m Q9u;h 9$ p^ffii^a 

AjJpefU the tnith. Qh^ ha^mon 9*^ n>^, fi^i*h 

So entirdy does her concern £er 4ier daughter 
outweigh every other confideration, I dare iay 
ihe would n^ Ifc fprryjto fee y«pi hcx^ 

Come, then* I kitreat you, as ibon;;a$ you 
poffibly can. 1 have hired a man and boat t^ 
tjrattfnwl tWs to yw i 'fcf will 191^ |p«i«r wicrv 
shhI yon m%y ^ome nrkb hm lo^e^^ if jom 
^ever expert ^^ofee fy«r ileynM) SMi« ^tfti^ yfitt 
«attft not Ictie an inftiaM. 



LETTER XXVIIL 

TROM ^LOI«4 TO CLARA. 

A I. AS ! nay 4e^ Ckra, hon^ U thfc lifc yoju. 
Iiftye Befloued me cfli*itlere4 by yoii^r ;rf>T 
fence! Whajt fetkf^Oiw ^ao the^rc he m mf 
xecov^ry, when I ain fifiH preyed wpQi> hy a p^ore 
iiiolenit ^iforder? Crwel Clara! to Ica^ iWf 
ivhen I ifts^ ^oft ia need of your aiSifta^i^pe^ 
Tou are to be aibftnt eight 4sry$, aijd ppth^p^ by 
tiiftt .time my f|i,te will he dcteirm«ijcd, and U 
«iU be 0\jt of your power >q fee l?ie4?^pr(^ Qh i 
if youdidbiitkiiQvhi8hQrrMprpppAi?>.^tbff 
miydoef of b^ ft^j«lg*hf»i T9 ^lopprnfTr-tp 

follow 
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£ol)ow bim— — -to be carried Qff.— Wbit ^ 
wretch ! But of whom do I coa>pl9in ? My 
hearty mj own bafe hearty ba$ faid a tboufaad 
times more than eter he has meotiofied. Good 
God, if he knew all ! Oh, it would baden xny 

ruin Ifhouldbe hurried to deftru^lion — be 

forced to go with Mm ^I fhudder at the very 

thoughts 

But has my father tbeu fold me? Yes, he has 
confidered his daughter as mere property, and 
bath eonfigned her with as little rcmei^d as a 
trader would a bale of goods. He purafaafes bis 
omn eafe and qwA at the priee of aU my ftiturc 
comfort, nay, of my life id&lf*-*— for i fee but 
twx we* I oan n#»er fiirvive it. Barbarovs, 
unnatural, uarelenting father ! Does he de« 
ferpe?-**-^Bot why do I talk of deferring ? . He 
if the bed of fathers, and the only crime lean 
alledge againft him, is hie defire of msurrying me 
to hn friend. But my mother, my dear«mothcr, 
what has (bed^ne? AlasJ too much-H0ie hae 
loved me too much; and that very lore has been 
my ruin. 

What fliall I do, Clara i What wiH become 
of me? Hans is not yet come. I am at a loft 
how to convey jhis Ittter to yoti. Before you 
receive it, before you return— perhaps a vaga- 
bond^ abandoned, ruined, and forlorn. It is 
over, it b over: the time is come. Aday-*-«n' 
bour-^-perhaps a moment^— But who can reUft 
their fote? — Oh! wherever I live, wherever I 
die, whether in honour or difconoiur, in plenty ev 

in 
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jn poverty, in pleafure or in d^fpair, remember, 
I befeech you, your dear, dear friend. But mil- 
jbrtunes too frequently, prodnce. changes in our 
affections. If ever I forget jou, mine muft be 
altered indeed! 



I. E T T E R XX3X. 

VROM ELOISA TO CLAKA. 

i^TAT— ftayi ivherc you are! I tmreat, I 
conjure you— ncver^ never think of return- 
ing — at leaft, hot to' me. I ought never to fee 
you more: for now, alasj^ I ^^^ never behold 
you as I ought. WhcMre wert thou, my tender 
friend, my ohlyfafeguard, my guardian angd? 
When thou wert gone, ruin inftantly en&ed. 
Was that fatal abfence of your'i fo indtrpenfablet 
fo neceflary, and couldft thou leave thj fribod 
in the mod critical time of danger? What an 
inexhauftible fund of remorfe haft thou laid up 
for thyfeif by fo blameable a negleft ! It will he 
as bitter, as lafting, as my forrows. Thy lofs 
is indeed as irretrievable as my own, and it were 
as difficult to gain another friend tn^ual to your- 
felf, as, alas I it is impoffibU to recover my inno- 
cence* 

Ah ! what hate I faid? I can neither ipeak 
nor yet be iilent; aqd to what purpofe wore my 
filence, whea<aiy very borrows would cry out 
againftmej And does not all nature Upbraid 
me with my guik? Does not every objeft 

around 
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vround me remind mc of my fliamc ? Inrfll, »! 
ntuft, pour «y whole fonl into thine, or my 
poor heatt wiH bttrfk. <Janft thon heir aH this, 
my fcoxrc and careleis firtend, without applying 
-fomc reproadies at leaft to thyfcif ? E?cn thy 
faith and truth, the M'md confidence of thy 
fricndfliip, but above all thy pcmicteus induU 
gencies, have been the tmhappy inftruments o^ 
my deftttiAion. 

What evil geiihss *c<mld Infpire you to invite 

liim to return— him, alas I who is now the cruel 

author of my difgrace ?— And amlindebtcd to 

his care for a life which he hath fince made in- 

fupportable by his cruelty f Inhuman as he is, 

let him fly •iirom mc for ever, and deny himfclf 

the favage jfleafure -of being an ^e*witnefs to 

my forrows. — -"But why do I rave thus ?-— He is 

not to be blamed-^ alone am guilty— I alone 

am the author dt niy own misfortunes, and 

Ihould therefore be tTie only^eft of anger and 

refcntment, fim vice, new as it is to me, has 

already infedled my very ibulj and the firft 

difmal effeft of 'it ir Sifpl^yed in reviling the 

innocent. 

No, no, *he narer w^as capable of being falfe 
to his vows. His vkfud^Qs fovl dtfdains the low 
artifice of impofing 'upon credulity, or of injur* 
Ing her he loves. Dtytfbtleis, he is much more 
experienced in iht tender psrfBons than I ever 
was, fince ^e (bund no difficiilty to overcome 
bimfelf^ and 1, aksl fell a viQhn to my unruly 
defir^. How often liave I been a witncis of 
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his ftri^glcs and his viflory, and whca the-vto-> 
lencc of his tranfports fccmcd.to,.get.the. better 
of his rcafon,, he would ftop- on^a" fudden, as 
if awed and checked byvvirtu^,4wlxcn h^ might 
Jiave led on to a certain triuniph. I indulged 
myfelf too much, in beholdipg A> dangerous an 
objeft. I was affliflted ^t . his iigiis, moved with 
iis intreaties, and incited * with his tears : I 
fhared his anxieties when. I thought I was onjy 
pitying them. < I have* f^ien him fo affected, that 
he feemed ready to. faint at my feet. Love alone 
might perhaps have been my fecuritj ; but com*- 
paffion^ Qjpy Clara,; has fatally undone me. 

ThuSy ,niy.unh.appy paffion aflumed the form 
of humanity,i the *morc ^afily.to deprive me of 
the affiftancc of virtue. That very day he had 
been particularly importunate, and prefled me 
to elope ;with him. This propofal, connected 
as it was with the mifery and^diArefs of the beft 
of parents, fhocked my very foul ; nor could I 
think wiih any patience of thus enijbittering 
their comforts. The impoffibility of ever ful- 
filling our plighted troth, the neceffity there 
was of concealing this impoiEbility from him, 
the regret which I felt at deceiving fo tender and 
paffionate a lover, after having Mattered his ex- 
peftations— all thefe were dreadful circumftances, 
which leffened my refolution, incrcafed my 
weaknefs, blinded and fubdued my reafon. I 
was then either to. kill my parents; difcard my 
lover, or ruin myfelf : without knowing what I 
did^ I refolved on the latter i and forgetting every 

thing 
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tbiiig clfc, thought only of my love. Thus, 
one unguarded minute has betrayed me to endlefs 
mifery. I am fallen into the aby(s of infamy, 
from whence there is no return ^ and if I am to 
live, it is only to be wretched. 

However, while I am here, forrow ihall be 
my only comfort. You, my deareft friend, are 
my only refource : oh ! do not, do not leave me 1 
do not, I conjure thee, rob me of thy friendlhip. 
I have indeed loft all pretenfions to it, but my 
fituation makes it requifite, my diftrefles now 
demand it. If you cannot efteem, you may at 
leaft pity To wretched a creature. Come, then, 
my dear Clara, and open thy heart, that I may 
pour in mj complaints. Receive the tears of 
your friend ; ihield her. if poffible, from the 
contem.pt of herfelf ; and convince her fhe hath 
not loft every thin£, by her ftill pofl*cffing your 
heart. ^ 



LETTER XXX, 

A N S \^ B R* 

OH! my dear, dear friend, what lave you 
done! you who were the praife of every 
parent, and the envy of every child. What a 
mortal blow has virtue itfdf received through 
your means, who were' the very pattern of dif- 
cretion ! But what can I fay to you in fo 
dreadful a fituation ? Can I think of aggrava- 
ting your forrows^ and wounding a heart already 
Ga oppfcffed 
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opprc^ed Ktfith grief; of can I gite a coin- 
fort, ii^hichi alas ! I myfclf want I Shall I rc- 
fleft your image in Sill the drfirtal (Colours of 
your prcfent diflrefs 5 or; Aall I have recouffc 
to artifice, and remkid you not of what you are, 
but ot what you ought to be? »JDo thou, moft 
holy and unfpottedilricndfliip, ftcal thy foft 
tdl over all niy awakened fenfes, and tnercia 
fully remove the fight of thofe ^iHafters thou 
wert unable to •prevent. 

You know f have long fear^ the Thi^fortune 
you arc bewailing. How -ofteti have I fbcetord 
k, ftnd, alas ! how often been tfifrcgardcd i Do 
yott Wanae me then fof^ having trulledyoutoo 
much to your own heart ? Oh ! doubt tidt but I 
would have betrayed yxra, if even that could 
have been made the means of your prcfervarion 4 
but I knew better than yourfclf your own tender 
fenfations. 1 1 ^perceived but too plainly that 
death or ruin were the melancholy alternatives 5 
and even when your apprehenfions made you 
baniih your lov<;r, -the only matter thtn in quef- 
tion, was, whether you (hould defpair, or he be 
recalled. You will eafily believe how dread- 
fully I was alarmed, when I fo^nd you deter- 
mined as it were againft living, and juft on the 
verge of death. Charge not then your lover, 
nor accufc yourfelf of a crtee of which I alone 
am guilty, fince I forefaw the fatal- effij^, and 
yet did not prevent them. 

I left you indeed againfl: my inclination, bat 
I was carudly foretd to it. Obi «ouWIhavc 

forefeen 
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ibrcfeca the near approKh of your 4cftrud«)n>» I 
iwjuld have put every thing to the hazard fooner 
tliao bay^ «oq[^pH£4- Though certata as to the 
c^v^Qt, I was miftakea as to the tiooe of it. I 
thought your weakocfs and your di&cmper a fuf- 
ficiem fecurity dudiig fo ihort an ahrence* ^nd foif- 
got* iadced the Skd dU^nima you were To foon to 
expericQce. I never confidered that the weakoeis 
of your body left your mind ajorc defeafcUfs 
in itfelf^ and therefore more liable to he betrayed* 
Miftaken as I was, I can fcarce be angry with 
myfclf, fincc this very error is the means of 
ikviog your liffi« I am not, Eloifa, of that 
haydy temper which <;an reconcile roc tq thf 
lofs, as thou wert to mine. Had I indeed loil 
you, my defpair would have been endlefs ; and," 
imfeeling as it may ieem, I had rather you fliouid. < 
live in forrow, I had almoft fald i^ difgracc, 
(han not to live at alL 

But^ my dear; my tet>der friend, why did ypu.^ 
cruelly perfift in yourdifquictudc ? Wherefore 
fbould your repentance exceed your crime, and 
your contempt fall on the object which kaft of 
all de&rves it — yourfdf? Shall the weaknefs - 
oi one «mguarded tnom^nt be auemkd tvich fo 
black a train of baleful con&quences ? "And are 
pot the very dangers you have been ftruggling 
with, a f«;lf-cvident demoaftration of the grcat- 
aefs of your virtue f You lofc yourfelf (o en- 
tirely in the thought of your defeat, that you.* 
tftvc BO leifure to confider th^c triumphs by 
wliidlit.wa3 preceded. If your trials have been 
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fliarper, your canquefts more numerous, and 
your refiftance more frequent, than thofc who 
have efcaped, have not you then, I would affc, 
done more for virtue than they ? If you: can find 
no circumftances to juftify, dwell on thofe at 
kaft which extenuate and excufe you, I my- 
felf am a tolerable proficient in the art of love, 
and though my own temper fecures me againft 
its violent emotions, if ever I could have felt fuch 
a pafiion as your's my ftruggles would hare 
been much fainter, my furrender more eafy, and 
more difhonourable. Freed as I have been from 
the temptation it reflet no honour on my vir- 
tue. You are the cbafter ,of the two, thoug^h 
perhaps the moft unfortunate. 

You may perchance be offended that- I am 
fo urircferved j but unhappily your fituation 
makes it neceflary. I wiih from my foul, 
what I have faid were not applicable to you ; 
for I deteft pernicious maxims more than bad 
a<n:ions *. If the deed were not already done, 
and I could have been fo bafe to write, and you 
to read and hear ihefe axioms, we both of us 
muft be numbered in the wretched clafs of the 
abandoned. But, as matters ftand at prefeht, 
my duty as your friend requires this at my hands, 
and you muft give me the hearing, or you arc 
loft for ever. For; you ftill poffcfs a thoufand 

rare 

• Thii fentimcnt is a very juft one. Diforderly paflions haJ 
to bad anions. But pernicious maxims corrupt the ttnderfts)nd- 
ing, the very fourcc and fprinj of good, and cut off the p^ffi- 
bility^ of a return to virtue. 
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wre endowments, which a proper eftccm of 
yoiirfelf can alone cultivate and preferve. Your 
r^al worth will ever exceed your own opinioir 
of ir. 

Forbear then giving way to a fclf difeftecrrv 
more dangerous and deftruAive than any weak- 
•efs of which you cpuld be guilty. Does ' true 
love debafe the foul ? No ; nor can any crime, 
which is the refult of that love, ever rob you 
of that enthufiaftic ardour for truth and honour, 
which fo raifed you above yourfclf ? Are there 
not fpots vifibk in the fun ? How many amiable 
virtues do you ftiil retain, notwithftanding one 
error, one relaxation in your condthft ? Will 
it make yoi> Icfs gentle, lefs fincere, lefs modefti 
fcfs^ benevolent f Or will you be lefs worthy 
of all our admiration, of all our praife ? Will 
honour, humanity, friend (hip, and tender love 
be lefs rcfpefted by youv or will you ceafe to re- 
vcrejcven that virtue with which you are no Ion* 
ger addred ? No, my dear, my charming 
Eloifa, your faithful Clara bewails and yet adores 
thee; (he is convinced that you can never fail 
admiring what you may be unable to praftife. 
Believe me,, you have much yet to lofe before 
you can fink, to a level with the generality of 
women. 

After all, whatever have been your failings, 
you yOurfelf are Aill remaining. I want no 
ether comfort, I dread no oth«r lofs than youi 
Your firft letter (hocked me extremely, and 
would hav^ thrown me into defpair, had I not 
G 4 been 
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lieeiv kittdl^^ relkved at the fame timei hj the- 
sirrival of your laft. What! and could yon. 
~W»te youip friendi cobM yoik think of going 
without mc? You never mention this you» 
grftateft crime. It is this yoa fhoiild biufiiat; 
this too you ihoold repent of. But-the un- 
grateful Eloifa negleftsaU frteadAipy and thinks 
only of her love., 

i am extremely impatient till I fee yoU| and nm 
contimMlly repining at the flow progreft of time* 
We arc to Iby at liM^anne fin days long^i 
Ifliall then fly to my only friend^ and will then 
cUher comfort or fympathifei wipe away her 
tears or fliare her forr^ws.^ I flatter myfelf I. 
ihaU be able to make you- liftei> rather to the 
ipothiog tendernefs of friend&ip, than the harih. 
language of reflexion. My dear coii^n, we 
muft bewail our misfortunes, and pour out our 
.hearts to each other in flience ; and, if poffiblci 
by dint of future exemplary virtue, bury in obli« 
vion the memory, of a failing which can never 
life blotted out by tears. Alas I how much 
do we now. mifs our poor Challiot i 



LETTER XXXI. 

TO B L I S A. 

What an amazing myftcry is the con- 
duct and fentiments of the charming Eloi- 
fa I TeH me, I bcfeech you, by what fur- 
prifing art you alone can unite fuch inconfiftent 
coutitera£ting emotions? Intoxicated as I am 

with 
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^irifkidtc atia delight, my fouLis ov6Hrhdmed 
Dtkii grief and li^ith dfefpaih Atnidft the taofl: / 
-cxqtrtfitc pleafurts^ I feci thfc moft excifuclaiSh^ , 
Ubiti^iles V tiay^t Ac ▼ei'y tnjoytneiit oiF thafc plea- 
lores i$ made the fubje^ of felf-accufation, and 
tfce ^gfavatjon of toy diftrel^. Heaverts ! iiirhit 
t totiiieiit to ijc able to ibdulge tioonc fctiflitiofi 
tut in a perpetual ftru^le of Jarring paffions ^ 
t6 he ever aUaying the foothing icnderneft of 
J^tt with the bittdr pangs of reflexion! A 
ftatc of certain mifery were k thoufend tlttie^ - 
preferable to dRich , doubtfut difquictude. T6 
t^bat ptirpofe is it, alasl that I myfelf havfe 
been happy, ^en yo^r misfortunes can tonAeht 
me much more fenfibiy than tny own ? In vaih d6 
ymi attempt - to dtfgnift your ot^n fad feeliftgs, . 
When your eyeS ^iU betray what yout heart la- 
bours to conceal V. ^nd can thofe cxprelHve eyesi - 
hide atiy thing froto love's all penetrating fight ?. 
Notwithftandidg. yotir. aflutoed gaiety, I fee — ^I 
fee the cankering anxiety ; and ytiut* mehhcholy, 
i^Ied Us you tti^ thihk by i fniile, adetft^ me 
the more feftfibly. . 

San^y you need n6 lo^er difgulfe any thing 
from the ! labile I was in youl- toother's robth 
yfefterday, (h^ Was *accidentaliy called out, ahd 
l^ft me alone- Iti the mean tii^e, 1 heard iijjhb 
that pierced toy Very foul, toiild 1, think you» 
be at a loft to guefs thd fatal canft ? I Wetrt ii^ 
to the plicc from which thtjy feehied to prdcdW, 
lAd, on gding nilo yoiir chambtr, perc^'rved t!hfe 
gjoddtfi of my hfeaft fitting oil ihb flobr^ hdr 
G s head 
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liead reclining on a couch, and almoft drown- 
ed in tears* Oh ! had my blood thus trickled 
down, I fhould have felt Icfs pain. Oh ! how my 
Toul melted at the fight ! Remorfe ftung me to 
the quick. What had been my fugremc blifs, 
becan^ my excruciating punifliment. I felt only 
then for you, and would have freely purxhafed 
with ray life your former tranquility. I would 
fain have thrown myfelf at. your feet, kiflid off 
your falling tears, and, burying them at the bot- 
tom of my heart, have dibd or wiped them 
away for ever; but your mother's return made 
me haden back to my poft, and obliged me to 
tarry away your griefs, and that remorfe whicii 
can never «nd but in deaths 

Oh ! how am I funk and mortified by your 
fprrow ! How you muft defpife me if our union 
is the caufc of your own -felf-contemRt, and if 
what has been my fuprcme happincfs^ proves the 
deftruflion of your peace ?. Be more jpft to your- 
fclf, my deareft £loifa, and lefs prejudiced 
againft the facred ties which your own heart ajv 
proved. Have you not afted in ftri£t conformity 
to the purcft laws of nature i Have you. not vo- 
luntarily entered into the moft folemn engage- 
ments ? Tell me, then, what have you done, 
that all laws divine, as. w^ll as^ human, will not 
fuflBciently jufHfy? Is there any thing wanting 
to confirm the facred tic, but the mere formal 
ceremony of a, public declaration ? Be wholly 
inine, and you arc no longer to blame. O my 
dear, my lovely wife, my tender and chaftc 

companion^ 
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Qompanton, thou footherof all my caresi and 
objeA of all my .willies, oh ! think itaot a crime 
tO' have lidened to your love » but rather thi&k 
k will be one to difobey it for the future. To 
matry any other man, is the only imputation yoiv 
ean Hx on your unimpeached honour. . Would^ 
you be innocent, be ever mine. The tie that 
unites us is legal) is facred.The difregarding this 
tie (houldbe the principal objed of your concern.. 
Love from henceforward can be the only guar» 
dian of your virtue. 

But, were the foundation of yourforrows ever 
lb jufl, ever • fo neceffary,' why am I robbed ot 
my property in them ? Why fhould not ray eyes- 
too overflow and. (hare your grief? You fhouIA 
have no one pang that I ought not to feel, na 
one anxiety that 1 ought not to (hare. My heart 
then, my jealous heart, but too juftly reproaches 
you for every fitigld tear you pour not into my 
bofom. Tell me, thoa cold^ diflembliug fair^ 
isnot every* (ecret. of this kind an injury, to my 
paffion ? Do-you..fo ftibn forget the promife you 
fo lately made ? Ohlif you - loved as I do, my 
happinefs would comfort you as much as your 
concern affifts me, and you would feel my plea- 
fures as I fhare your anxieties f 
, But, alas! you confider me as a poor wretch 
whofe reafon is loft amidft the tranfpprts of de- 
light 5, you are frightened at the violence of my 
jjpy, and compailiotiate the extravagance of my 
delirium, without coofiderihg that the utmoft 
ftrength of human, nature is not proof agaihft 

cndfeft 
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•ndleft pleafures* How, thhuk you, cto a poor 
weak mortal fiipport tdUc ineffable dclighti of io- 
finitc hap{Mne& ? How do you iftiagine he can. 
bear fuch extatk raptures without being loft to 
tvcry other coQ&leratioa ? Do not you know, that 
teafoa is limited, and that no underftanding 
can command itfdf at all times, and upon all oc*« 
caiionsf Pity then, I befeech yeu, thediftrac*^ 
tion you occafion, and £orrgiTe the errors yoti 
yourfelf have thrown tat into». I own freely 
to you, I am no longer mailer of mjfciL My 
foul is totally abforbed in your's. Hem;e am I 
the mofe ^tfy difpofed to hear yourforrowsy 
and the more wot^thy to participate them» Ol^ 
sny deareft Eloifa! no looget conceal any thii^ 
from your other ifelf. 



LET T E R XXXH.. 

A N S W E R, 

XhERE was. a time, my dear friend, when* 
the ftile of our letters was as eafy to be un- 
derftood as the fubjeft of them was agreeable 
and delightful ; animated as they were with the 
warmth of a generous paffion, they ftood in need « 
of no art to elevate, no colourings. of a luxuriant 
fancy to heighten them. Native fimplicity Was . 
theie beft^ their only charafler. That time, alas ? 
is now no more, it is gone beyond the hope of 
yeturn;. and the firft melancholy proof that 6ur 
hearts are lefs interefted, is that our corrcfpon^. 
dcAce is become left intentgjble. 



B L O I S A. 157- 

Tou bate hten ftti eye-witntrs of mj concern, 
4i»<l fondlf thtr«fore imagine you can difcover; 
its true foufice. You endeavour to relieve mc 
hf the mere f^rce of eloctttion, and, while yon 
are thinking to delude me,^ are yourfelf the dupe 

' of your own artitice, . T,hc facrifice I have made 
to my pafRon Is a great one indeed ; yet, great aft^ 
11 1£| it provoites neither my forrow nor myr^. 
pentance. But I ha.ve deprived ^^ this paffipn of 
itsmoft engaging clrcumftancea^r^there lies the, 

- ea«(c \ that virttie which enchanted ertery thing 
mtmnd it, is ]t(<slf va^ifiied like a dream. Thoft. 
ioexprefliblc tranfpocts whieh at onec gave vi*. 
gcwr to our .aSe€Uans,. aod purity to our dcfire^ . 
are now no more« Wo have made pleafure out - 
feie purfyit> and: n<gle<£\ed happineft has bid 
us adteu for even . C^U but. to mind thoft 
Hakyon days^ when the fervency-of our paiHof^ 
bore a proportion.ta. its innocence, when the 
violence of our affeftioiisgavc us weapons 'againft- 
kfelf! Then the purity of our intentions could 
recondle^uft to reft^int, while with comfort w« 
reflected, that evjett thefo reftraints . (erved to 
heighten our defi^es^.. Compare thofe chartfting 
times with our prefenfe fituation. "Violent cmo^ 
tjons, difquictiog fears, cndlefe filfpicions, per* 
petual alarms, are the melancholy fubftittites of 
our former gay companions* Where is that zeal 
for "prudence andtliibretion-whicfa iftfpired every 
thought, direfied every aAk>a, and refined thd - 
driicacy of our love ? Ti the pafflon itfelf alterid;^ 
or rather a» ir.e not moftmifetfaWy changed? 

Out' 
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Our enjoyments were formerly, both temperate* 
and lading; they are now degenerated inta 
tranfports,, refcmbling rather the feiry ofc mad* 
nefs than the careiTes.of love. A pore and holy 
flame once gjowed in. our heart8> but now we 
are funk into mere common ^vers, through a 
blind graciBcation of fenfual appetites. We 
can now think ourfelves fuffictently happy, if 
j^louiy can give a poigpancy. to ihofe pleafures^. 
which even the wry. brutes can tafte without it*. 

This, my dear friend^ is^ the fubjeA whicH- 
nearly concerns us both, and which indeed^pains 
jne more on your account than my own. I fa^ 
nothing of the diftrefs which is more immediatel]!^ 
mine. Your difpofkion^ tender as it is, cai^ 
fufficiejatly feel it : confides the flume of my^ 
prefent fituation, aad, if you ftill love me, givo 
a figh to. tny loft, honour. My crime is un- 
atonablet my tears then I fliould hope will b© 
as lafting as n>y diflionour. Do not you, then/ 
who are the caufe of this forrpw, feek tOvdepsiv^ 
me of this. alfo. My. only, hope is^ founded inr 
its continuance.. Hard as ^y lot is, it would 
be ftill more deplorable if I rcould ever be com«i 
ly fcnted. The being reconciled to difgrace is thoi 
laft, worft ftate of the abandoned. 

I am, but too well acquainted with the cir- 
cumftances of niiy: condition, and yet, amidft all 
the horror they itifpire me with, I have ona 
comfort left^— It is indeed . the only one, but it 
is agreeable. You, my dear. friend, are its con.? 
' ftant objeA^, and;flnce I dare no longer coniider 

myfelf, 
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ffkyfclf, L cake the greater fatisfa£tion in tbinb- 
ijig of ypu. The great fharc of felf-efteem which 
yjou, alas! have taken from me,, is now.tranC 
iierrcd entirely tp yourfclf i. and you are become 
the more dear to me for making me hate myfel& 
Xove, even, the fatal love, which has, proved my 
deftruftion,. is ,bei:ome the n^aterial circum- 
ftance in yoijBr- favour. Yqu are exalted while 
I am abafed j nay, my very abafement is the 
caufe of yov exaltation. Be henceforward thea 
aiy only hope. It is your's tojuftify my crim« 
by your ctoduft. Excufe it at leaft by your 
virtuous desieanouri May your merit caft a veil 
over my djfgrace, and let the number of your 
/v^irtues ni^ke the lofs of mine lefs perceptible* 
Since I am no longer any thing, be thou my 
whole exiftence. The only honour I have left 
is folely eenteved in thee \ and while thou ar*! 
in any degree refpeded, I can. neven be wholly 
defpifed or rejeftedi 

However forry t may, be for the quick re* 
cov^ry of my heaithj yet my artifice will no 
longer ftand me in- any ftead. My countenance 
will foon give the lie to my pretences, and I 
Ihall no longer Ji>e able to impofe on my parentss 
a feigned if^difpoiition^ Be quick then in taking 
the fteps we have agreed on, before I am forced- 
to refume my ufual bufineis in my family. I' 
perceive but too. plainlyi that my mother is fdf. 
picious, and continually watches us. My^ fa- 
ther indeed fcems. to know nothing of the mat- 
ter. His pride has been, hitherto our feci\rity.* 

Perhaps 
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Pcthapi ht tbink$ 4t impofliWe that a merectutot.' 
ttti be in love with his daughter. But^ tfttt all, 
yoo kftow his tcinpcrr , If you do not prevent 
him, he will you : do not then, through a fond 
de&lre of gainings your ufual acdifs, baniOi yonf^ 
feif entirely from the pc^Bbility of q return* 
Take taf^ adtict, and fpcak h> tny mother in 
tkne. Pretend a multiplicity of engagements,^ 
in order to prevent your teaching.m6 any longer ; . 
and let \n give up the fatisfa£lion of fuch fire^ 
tpittst interviews thac vre may make fuce, ^t 
l«iflr» of fiAeeting fometimts. Confider, if . you 
M« once flmt ottt| it is for ever ; biit If.jrou can 
yefolve to deny you^ielf for a time, you may then 
dHne when you pleafe, and in time iigd by ma«- 
mgemdHt may repeat your viiit^ ofceo^ Ivithout. 
Wf. feaf of fuipieiou. t will tell igrau this 
evening fDme other ichemes I have' in view for 
oik: more frequent meeting, and you will theil 
be convinced that our conjiant coufin, at Wbo& : 
prefehce you hare fa often murmured, will now : 
be Very ufefiil to two lovers, who, in truths >, 
iihe ought neveir to .have left alone. 



LETTER XXXni. 

FROM. BLOiSA. 

,/\St my dear friend, what a mifcrabfe afy 
hrti for lov«en Is a crowded affedably ! What 
ineonetlviable torment, to fee each other un« 
dkr (ht reflfahit Of what is called good breeds 

ing ! 
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ingt S^tly abfence wtre sr ^ov£xnA times 
more fupporuble I T^- cakaaefft and cozopofure 
compatibie withv fiiKk eiDotiom / Can the lover 
be (elf-coofifti^atj or with what attention can 
be confider foch a number of objeAs, when one 
alone po&(k% his^ whole foul ? When the heart 
is fired, can the body be at refli ? You cMinot 
eonceive the anxiety I fek^ when I heard you 
wetc coming;. Your name ieemed a reproach 
to me^ and' I could not help imsginiiig that the 
whole company'^ attention was fixed upon me 
alone* I was immediately ioft, and bluflied ib 
exceedingly that my coufin, who obferved mC| 
was obliged 40 corer me with her hn, and |R-e- 
tended to whifper me in the ear. This very arti« 
fice, fimple as it was^ incieafed my apprehen?* 
fionsy and I tremMed for fear they (bould per- 
ceiTe it. In ihort^ every, the moft mintite, cirw 
cumftance was a heQx fubjeft for alarm ; never 
did^ I to Ailly experience the truth of that weli* 
known axiomj that a guilty conicience needs 
no accu(er» 

Clara pretended to obferve that you were 
equally embarraffird^ uncertain what to do, not 
daring elthor to advance or retire, to take notice 
of me or not, and looking all round the room 
to give you a pretence, as fhe £aidj to look, at 
laft, on me» As^ I recovered from my confii^ 
fton by degrees, I perceived your dtfire&, tiU,. 
by Mrs. Belon's coming u^ to. you, you were 
relkved« 
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J perceive, my dear friend, that^.this manner 
of living, which is embittered 3" with fo- much 
conftraint, and fweetened with fo little pleafurej 
is not fuited to us. Our paflion fs too noble to . 
bear perpetual chains. Thefe- public aflemblies ^ 
are only fit for thbfe who arc^ftrangers to lovcj , 
or who can with cafe difpenf* with cercmonyi . 
My anxieties are too diiquietin^ and your' in-» 
difcretions too dangerous : I cannot alwajps have 
a Mrs. Belon to make a convenient diverfion; 
Let us return, let us return to that calm ftate 
of life from whence I have fo- Inadvertently 
drawn you. < It was that filuatioa which gava 
rife and vigour to our pai£on ; perhaps too it may 
be weakened by this.dilHpated manner of livings 
The trueft paffions* arc formed and nourifhcd in 
retirement. In the bufy circle of ftie world 
there is no time fop receiving impreilions, and 
even, when, received,, they are confiderably 
weakened by the variety of avocations which 
continually occur* Retirement too befl: fuits 
my melancholy, which, like my love, can be fup- 
porteionly by thy dear image. I had rather fee 
^u^ tender and paffionate in ray heart, than 
under conftraint and diffipation in an aifembly. 
There may. perhaps come a time, when I fhall be 
forced to a much clofer retreat. Othat fuch 
time were already come ! Common prudence, 
as well as my own inclinations,. require that I 
fhonld inure inyfelf by times to habits which ne» 
ccflity may demand. Oh ! if the crime itfelf 
could produce the caufc of its atonement ! The 
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picafing hopes^ of being one day — —But I ihall 
inadvertently fay more than I am willing on the 
dcfign I Ikivc in view. Forgive me this ant 
,feeret, my dear friend ; my heart feali never 
conceal any thing that would give you pleafure : 
yet you muft, for a time, be ignorant of thii. 
AH I can fay of?t at prefcnt is, that love, which 
was. the occafion of our misfortunes, ought to 
furniOi us with relief. You may reafon and- 
comment upon this hint as much as you pleafej 
but I pofitifely forbid all quefiions. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

ANSWER. 

A'*, noH vtdrett map 
Ccmbier gl* affetti miet. 
Set lumi 9ttdt imfsrai 
Afifptrar ttamor, 

Ko, no, the food and fatehftil heart 

Can ne'er inconftant prove, 
Mean ivhile the fpeakin^ eyet impart 
♦ The expreffive look* of love. 

Xj[0W greatly am I indebted to dear Mrs* 
Belon for the pleafure fhc procured me! 
Forgive me, my deareft Eloifa, when I tell yoi>, 
that I even dared to take fome pleafure in yout" 
diftrcfs, and that your very anziety afforded mc 
mod cxqnifite delight. Oh ! what raptures did 
wl feel at thofe ftolen glances, that down-caft mo* 
dcfty, that care with which you avoided meet- 
ing: 



ing mj €yes ! What them, tbiok you, Vfa» %H^ 
cnjploymeat of yourtoc^ too happy tovcr ? Wa» ^ 
he miked: oooverfldf /. wttli>Mrs^ Belon i Did 
you. really, think fo^ my lovely Eloafa ? Oh| no» 
enchanting, fair ! be was^vnoucb .more worthily , 
employed^ Withi what aa. amazing fympa- 
thy did my ■ hsart-ihare ,each eiqption of thine! 
With what a greedy im|».aticoc<;.did I .explore 
the beautifui fymmctry of thy ferfon! Thy 
love, tby charms^ entkely £Ued my whole ibuU 
which was hardly .shlc. to coutdia t)ie ravifliing . 
idea. The only allay to all this pleafure, was,_ 
that I feaftcd at y<^or eipefiee, and felt the tender 
fenfaiion$ which you, alas! were abfolutcly un- 
able to participate — Can. J , ten. one word that. 
Mrs« BeloB f^dto .mc?^^CouldI have told it, 
at the very .time, fhe was fpeaking i Do I know 
what anfwers I made ? Or did fhe uaderftand 
me at ail ? But indce^d bow could fhe compre* 
heod the difcouria of oae.who fpoke without % 
thinking, and aoTwered^ without coacelving the 
qpeftion. ^ 

Com hutm^ tig far <i* t^tM, '4 ntMu inttnde^ 
XSffZXP^ wbo hear^ tmc nothioi^ vndeiilaod. 

1 appeal to the ev«nt for a confirmation* She 
bas iinee told all the world, and perhaps yoa 
ai^Eiong the.xeft, that I bavc not common feafe ; , 
but what \% ftill worfe, not a fiftgle grain of wit,> 
and that I am as dull andvfboliOi as my books.^ 
But no matter how flie thiaks, or what (he fays^ . 
a£mc^, Is.n^t Eloiia tha folc aiiftre& of n^ 
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ftte, and does not (he alone determine my fu- 
ture rank and dlimation ? Let the reft of the 
world fay cff tne what they think proper i my- 
fclf, my underftanding, and my accomplifh- 
ments, a!l ablHutcly depend on the value you 
are pleafed to fix on them. 

Be affured nehher Mrs. Bclon, nor any ffa- 
perior beauty, could ever dehide tny attention 
from Eteifa. If, after all this, you ftill doubt 
myfincerlty, and can injure my love and your 
own charm« fo much as (Kfl to firfpcA me, pray 
tell me, h6vf I became acquainted with every 
minute particular of your conduft ? Did not I 
fee you fhlne among the inferior beauties, like 
the ftin among the ftans, that were eclipfcd by 
your radiance? Did not I fee the young fellows 
hovering about your chair, and biizzing in your 
ear ? Did jkh -I perceive you fingled out from 
the reft of your fex to be the objeft of univerfal 
adoifPttiovi ? Did not I perceive their ftudred 
affiduitm, ^their continual compliments, and 
your i «old and modbft indifference, infinitely 
■' more affe^ing than the moft haughty demeanour 
"^ you could poflibly have aflbmed ? Yes, my 
Eioifa, I faw the effcft produced by the fight 
0f your Aiowy delicate orm, when you imlled 
off your glove •, I faw too that the young ftran- 
ger who picked it up'feemed tempted to kifs the 
charming hand that received h. And did nert 
I fee a ftiU bolder fwain whofe fteady Hare 
oWigcd yo<a to add another phi to your tucker? 
AU ibis may ^rtiaps convince you I was not fo 

abient 
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ab&nc as .you imagine; not that I wasintfae lead 
jealous \ for I know your heart was not caft in 
fuch a mold as to be fufceptibie of every paffion : 
nor will you^ I hope^ think otherwife of mine. 

Let us then return to that -caXbi, bleft retire- 
ment, which I quitted with fuch regret. My 
heart finds no fatisfaftion in the tumultuous hurry 
of the world. Its empty, tinfel pleafures dif- 
pofe it only to lament the want of more fubftan« 
tial.joys the more feelinglyt and make it pre- 
fer its own <real fuSerings to the melancholy train 
of continual dif^pointments. Surely, Etoifa, 
we may attain much more folid fatisfaftioni in 
any fituation, than under our prefent reftraint« 
And yet you feem to forget it. Tobe fo near 
each other for a whole fortnight without meet- 
ing ! Ohj it is an age of time -to an enamoured 
enraptured heart! Abfence itfelf would be in- 
finitely more fupportabk. Tell me to what 
end can you make ufe of a difcretion, which 
occafions more misfortunes than it is able to 
prevent? Of what importance can it be to 
prolong a 4ife, in which every fticceeding mo- 
ment brings frefh punifliment ? Were it not 
better, yes, fiirely, a thoufand times, to meet 
once more ^t all events, and then Aibmit to our 
fate with rdignation :? 

I own freely, my dear friend, I would iatn 
know the utmoft of the fecret you conceal. 
There never was a •difcovcry that could intereft 
sne fo deeply : but all my endeavours are in vam. 
I ca% however> be as filent as you x:ould wifh, 

and 
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-sixid reprcfs my forward curiofity. But may I 
>iiot hope foon-te be fatisfied ? Perhaps you are 
HUl in the caftk building fyftem. O, thou dear 
. ob|e£t of my adfeAions! furely now it is high 
Uxne to improve all our fchemes into reality. 

P. S. I had vi/poA forgot to tell you that M« 

R.oguin made me an offer of a company in the 

reginaent he is jraifing for the king of Sardinia. 

I was highly pteafed at this (Ignal mark of that 

brave man's <efteem, and, thanking him for his 

kindnefs, told him, the fhortnefs of my fight 

and great love of a ftudious and fedentary life 

' unfitted me for £o adiive an employment. My 

love can cUim no great ihare in this facrifice. 

Every one, in my opinion, jowcs liis life to his- 

country^ ^which therefore he fhould not riik in 

the fervice . of thofe |>rinces to wh4>m he b no 

ways indebted ; much lefs is he at liberty to let 

fimfelf out for hire, and turn the nobleA: |»o- 

ftfiion in the world to that of a vi|e mercenary. 

Thefe maxims I claim by inheritance irom nf>y 

father; and h^ppy enough ihould I be, could I 

imitate him as well in -his fteady adherence to 

his duty, and love to his country. He never 

would enter into the -fervice of any foreign 

prince, but in the year 171 2 acquired great re-* 

putation in fighting for his cauatry. He ferved 

in many . engagements, in ^ one of which he was 

wounded, and at the battle of Wilmerghen was 

fo fortunate as to take a.ftaAdard from the enemy 

in the fight of General Saccoae^ 

LETTER 



t&i 1i L O I S A. 

1, E T T E R XXXV^ 

FROM EX.0I5A. 

1 CouM never think, my <!tar friend, ttinr 
what I hinted of Mrs. Belon in jeft could 
have excited fo longer fo ferioiis an explanation. 
An over eagernefs m one's own defence is fomc* 
times produ^ve of the very revctffe of its in- 
tention^ and fixes a lafttng fufpicion, rnftcad of 
removing or lightening the accxtAtion. The 
moijk Itrifling incidents, when att^ded to mi- 
mitcly, intmediatdy grow up into events of im- 
portance. Our fituation indeed fecui-cs hs from 
making this cafe our own ; for our hearts arc 
too bufy to liftcn to mere pun6^ilios; though 
all difputes between lovers on points of little 
moment have too often a nrach deeper founda- 
tion than they imagine. 

I am rather glad, however, of the^portumty 
which this accident has given rae, of faying 
fomewhat to you on the fubjcdl of jealoufy— » 
fubjeft which, alas, but too newly concerns 
me. I fee, my dear friend, by the fimilitude of 
our tempers and near alliance of eur xlifpofi- 
tions, that love alone will be the great bufineft 
of our lives : and fure^ when fuch impreJSions 
as we feel have been once made, love nruft cither 
extinguifli or abforb every other pafiion. The 
leaft relaxatitm in our paffion tmift inevitably 
produce a moft dangerous lethargy — a total 
apathy — an indifference to every enjoyment, and 

adif; 
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axiifrelifh of every prefent comfort would very 
foon take place, if our afFedions were once 
cooled, and indeed life itfelf would then become 
a burthen. With refpeft to myfelf, you can- 
not but perceite, that the prefent tranfports 
of my paffion could alone yeil over the horror 
of my difaftrous fituation, and the fad* alter- 
native propofed to my choice, is the extrava- 
gance of love, ox a death of defpair. Judge, 
then, if after this I am able to determine a point 
on which the happinefs or mifery of my future 
life fo abfolutely depends- , 

If I may be allowed to know any thing of 
my Q,wn temper and difpofition; though I am 
oftentimes diftiaSed wth violent emotions, it 
is but feldom that their influence can hurry me . 
intoaftion. My forrows muft have preyed' on 
my heart for a long time before I could ever be 
prevailed on to difcover the fource of them to 
their author ; and being firmly perfuaded that 
there can be no offence withoat intention, I 
would much rather fubmit to a thoufand real 
fubjefts of complaint than ever come to an ex- 
planation. A difpofition of this kind will nei-*^ 
ther eafily give way to fufpicion, nor be anxiouf- 
ly concerned at the jealoufy of others. Oh! 
{hield me, gracious heaven, from the.tormenting 
pangs of groundlefs jealoufy! — I am fully 
affured that your heart was made for mine, atid 
no other; but (elf-deceit is of all others' 
the moil eafy impofition : a tranfient liking is 
often miftaken for a real paffioa, as it is difficult' 
•V01..L ' H to 
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to diftinguifh the effcfls of. fiiddcn fancy from 
the refult of a fincere and fettlcdsa&aion. If 
you yaurfelf eould doubt *youri^ow« conftancy 
without any reafon, how could you blame me, 
"wer^ I capable of miftrufti^.70u? — ^But that 
■way leads to mifcry- : So cr*el a doubt as that 
MOuW embitter the remainder of my life. I 
fliould (igh in fecret without ^omplaiuing, and 
die an inconfoIable^qnartyFto my paffion. 

But ktmeintreatyouto preventami&fortune, 
the idea of which. Ihocks my very jjoul. Swear 
to me, my dear,- dear friend ! but not by love, 
for lovers \5Jaih*aAre never kept hnt when they 
ar0 unneccfiarily made ; hut fwear by the facred 
name of honour, ^hich you highly revere, tlia* 
I {hall;i?ver be the confident of your immoft 
thought?, the repofitory of all your fecrets, the 
■witnefs< of all your emotions, and if perchance 
(which' gracious heaven avert!) if. any change 
Ihould take place in your affe6lions, fwear 
moreover that you will inftantly inform rae of 
fo intcrefting a revolution. Think not to ex- 
cufe yourfelf, by alledging that fuch a change is 
impofible. I believe — I hope — nay, I am well; 
aflured of your fincerity ; oblige me, however, 
and prevent all falfe alarms ; take from me the 
j>offibility of doubting, and fecure my prefent 
peace. To hear my fate from you, how hard 
fpeyer it might be, were much better thanj 
tkrough ignorance of the truth, to be perpetu* 
fliy cdqpofed io the tortures of imaginary evils^ 
Some coi»f?rt> fomc alkviation of iny forrow 

. wwld 
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iiTg to perfuade him to invito yott» The daugh- 
ter has put her harpiichord in tune, the father 
has been poring over Lamberti, and I fliall per- 
haps repeat the leffon I firft learnt in Clarens 
grove. You who are a mailer of every fcience 
muft adapt your knowledge and inftr actions to 
our feveral capacities* Mr. Orbe (who is invit- 
ed you may be Aire) has had notice given hipi 
to prepare a diflertation. o« the nature of the 
King p£ Kaplcs's future homage ; this will give 
us an opportunity of going into my couiin's' 
apartment. There,, vaflal,. on thy knees, be- 
fore thy fovereign miftrefs,. thy hands clafped in 
her^s, and in the prefence of her chancellor, 
thou fha^It vow truth and loyalty on every occa- 
fion: I do not fay eternal love, becaufe that is 
a thing which no one can abfolutely promife ; 
but truth,, fincerity, and franknefs are in every 
one's difpofal;. to thefe therefore thou {halt 
fwear. You need not vow eternal fealty; but 
you muft and fhall vow to commit no a6l of fe« 
lonious intention, and at leaft to declare open 
war before you fhake ofF the yoke. This done^ 
you fhall feal it with an embrace, andi)e owned 
and acknowledged for a true and loyal knight. 

Adieu, my dear friend i the expe6lations X 
have formed of this evening have given me all 
thefe fplrits. I (hall jbe doubly blefle«i to fee 
you a partaker of my joy. 



H 3 LETTER 
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XJ6 T T E R XXXVt 

IVlSS this welcome letter, and leap for joy 
at the news I am going to tell you : but be 
affured that though my emotions fhould prove 
lefs violent I'am not a whit tefe rejoiced. My 
father being obliged to go to Bern on account 
of a laW-fiiit, stnd from, thence to Solfeufe 
. for his penfioti, propofes to take my mother 
along with hito, to which (he is tht more ivill>- 
ing to content, as (ht hopes to receive benefit 
from the journey aikl change of sir. They were 
lb obliging as to offer to take me along witb 
them, I did not think proper to fay all I thought 
on the occafion i but their not being able ta 
find convenient room; for me made thenii change 
their intentions with refpeft to my going, and 
they ate now all endeavouring to comfort me fox 
the difappointment. I was obliged to afTume a 
very melancholy air, as if almoii inconfolable ; 
and, ridiculous as it is, I have diffembled fo 
long, that I am foretimes apt to fancy I feel a 
real for row. ^ , 

^ I am riot, however,' to be abfolutely my own 
miftrefs while* niy parents are abfent, but to live 
at my uncle*s; To* that during the whole time 
I Ihall be always with my conjfani coufin. My 
mothel: choofes to leave her own woman behind : 
Bab, therefore, will be confidered as a kind of 
governefs to me. But we need not be very ap- 
prehenfive of thofe Mhom we have no need either 
. ' to 
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fd trribe-or to tmft, but who may be eaBy got 
Tid of whenever they grow troublefome^ by 
means of any trifling allurement. 

You will readily conceive, 1 dare fay, what 
opportunities we fhall have of meeting during 
their abfence : but our difcretion muft furnifli 
thofe reftralnts which our fituation has taken 
eff for a while> and we muft then voluntarily 
iUbmit to that referre, to which at prefciit we 
are obliged by neceffity. Yon muft, when I 
am at my confines, come no oftener than yoa 
did before, for fear of giving offence, and I hope 
there will be no need of reminding you of the 
affiduous reipeflrand civiKty, which her fex and 
the facred laws of hofpitality require ; and that 
you yourfelf will fufficiently confider what is 
due to the friendlhip that gives an afylum to 
your love. I know your eager difpolition ; but 
1 am convinced, at the fame time, that there are 
bounds which can reftram it. Had you never 
governed your violence by the known laws of 
honour, you had not been troubled at prefent 
with any admonitions, at leaft with nohe from 
me. 

But why that downcaft look, that lowering 
air? Why repine at the rettraints which duty 
prefcribes ? Be it thy Eloifa*s care to footh and 
foften them. Had you ever caufe to repent of 
having liftened to my advice ? Near the flowery 
bitnks of the head of the river Kevaife there 
ftands a folitary hut, which ferves fometimes as 
a fhelter to fportfmen, and furely may alfo 

fhelter 



if6 Z L O I S A. 

Iheker lovers. Hard by the manfion^hoafe whicb 
belongs to Mr. Orbe are leveral thatched dairy- 
houfes, fufficiently remote, M'bich may ferve as 
flk retirement for love and pleaftire, even the trueft 
friends to ruftic fimplicity. The pradent milk- 
maid^ will keep the fecret ; for they have oftea 
need of fecrecy. The dreams which water the 
adjoining meadows are bordered with flowering 
throbs, and charming fliady groves, while at 
fome little diftance the thickne(s of the neigh* 
bouring woods feem to pjromife a more gloomy 

and fecltided retreat* 

/ 

Ai M Jeggio rlpo/h, pmhrofo t fofeo^ 
Ne mcd p^fUri apprejfamt tu bifolcU 

\ Some fweet recedi within the dufky (liade, 

^ Wh:ch ihepherd fwain nor cow-herd e'er approtdu 

In this delightful place, no veftiges are feen 
of human toil, no appearance of ftudied and la- 
borious art; every objeft prefents only a view of 
the tender care of nature, our common mother- 
Here then, my dear friend, we fhall be only 
under iTature's direftions, and know no other 
law but her's. At Mr. Orbe's invitation, Clara 
has already perfuaded her father to take the di- 
verfion of hunting for two or three days in this 
part of the world, and to carry the two infe- 
parables with him- Thefe infeparables have 
others likewife clofely connefted with them, as 
you know but too well. The one, alTuming the 
charafler of mafter of the houfe, will confe- 
quently do the honours, while the other with 

lefa 
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lefs parade will do thofc of a dairy-houfe for hii 
Eloifa, and this rural hut, dedicated to love, will 
be to them the Temple of Gnidus. To fucceed 
the more effeftually in this charming projeS, 
there will be wanting a little previous^ contri- 
vance, which may be eafily fettled between us, 
and the very confideration of which will form a 
part of thofe pleafures they are intended to pro- 
duce. — Adieu, my dear life ! I leave off ab- 
ruptly for fear of being furprifed. The heart of 
thy devoted Eloifa anticipates, alas! too eagerly 
the pleafures of the dairy-houfe. 

P. 5. Upon fecond thoughts, I begin to be of 
opinion that we may meet every day without any 
great danger; that is, at my coufin's every otheir 
day, and in the field on every intermediate one*- 



LETTER XXXVII. 

FROM ELOISA. 

X HEY left me this very, morning — my 
tender father^, and ftill fonder mother, took 
leave of me but juft now ; overwhelmed their 
beloved daughter (too unworthy, alas ! of zXk 
their afftftion) with repeated careffes^ For my 
ewn part, indeed, I did not feel much reltt6tance 
at this reparation ! I embraced them with an 
outward appearance df concern, while n^ nn^ 
grateful and unnatural heart was leaping within 
»€ for joy. Where, alas! b now that happy 
H 5, time. 
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time, when I led an innocent life under their 
continual obfervation, when my only joy wa* 
their approbation— my only concern their ab-- 
fence or negleft ? Behold now the melancholy 
reverfe ! Guilty and fearful as I now am, the 
very thought of them gives mc pain, and the 
recoUefiUon of myfeH makes me blufti with con-^ 
fuiion. All my virtuous ideas now vanilh away 
like a dream, and leave in their dead empty dif- 
quietudes and barren remorfe, which, bitter as 
they are, are nevcrthelefe infufficient to lead me^ 
to repentance. Thefe cruel reflexions have 
brouglat on all that forrow which the taking 
k^^ve of my parents was unable to cfkA : and 
yet immediately on their departure I felt aik 
agony of grief. While Bab was fetting things 
to rights after them, I went into my mother*^ 
room, as it were mechanically, without knowing 
what I did, and feeing fome of lier clothes lying 
Ccattered about^ I took them up one by one, 
Iviffed them, and bathed them with my tears* 
This vent to my anxiety aflbided me prefent 
«afe,- and it was fome comfort to me to reflect 
that I was ftill awake to nature's foft emotions, 
s^nd that her gentle fires were not entirely extin- 
g^fbed in my foul. — In vain, cruel tyrant! doft 
tbou Ifeek to fabjeft this weak and tender heart, 
to thy ebf()lutc dominion: notwithftanding all 
^ fond illufions, it ftill retains thie fentiments 
of duty, ftill cberiflxes and reveres parental 
lights, mucli toQJ5C facred than thy own. 

Forgive 
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Forgive me, my dear friend, thefe involun* 
tarjr emotions, nor imagine that I carry thefe re* 
flexions farther than I ought* Love's foft mo-^ 
ments are not to be expeiled amidft the tor.tures 
of anxiety* I cannot conceal my fufferings from 
you, and yet I would not overwhelm you with 
them ; nay, you muft Icnow them, though not 
to fhare, yet to foften them- But into whofe - 
bofom dare I pour them, if not into thine! Are 
not you my faithful friend, my prudent coun- 
fellor, my tender comforter ? Have you not beeu 
foftering in myfoul the love of virtue, when^ 
alas! that virtue itfelf was no longer in me? 
How often ftiould I have funk under the prefiure 
of my affliftions had not thy pitying hand re- 
lieved me from my forrows, and wiped away 
my tears ? It is your tender care alone fupports 
me. I dare not abafe myfelf while you conti- 
nue to efteem me, and I flatter myfelf, that iff* 
were indeed contemptible, none of you would. 

or could fo honour me with your regard. ^lam, 

flying to the arms of my dear coufin^ or rather 
to the heart of a. tender fitter, there to repofe 
the load of grief with: which I am- opprefled^ 
€bme thither this evening, and contribute ta 
Beftore to me that peace and ferenity, of whicli. 
1 have long been deprived. 



XETTER 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 

TO ELOISA.' 

N O, Eloifa, it is impoffible ! I can never 
bear to fee you every day, if I am always 
to be charmed te the manner I was laft night. 
My aflfecStion muft ever bear proportion to the 
difcovery of your beauties, and you are an m- 
cxhauftible fource of endlefs wonder and delight, 
beyond my utmoft hopes, beyond my moft fan- 
fiuine expeflations! What a delicious evenmg 
To me was the laft! what amazing raptures 
did I feel! O enchannng forrow! Hovmh- 
nitely doth the pleafing languor of aheart foften- 
edJjy concern furpafs the boifterous pleafures, 
W i«olilli gaiety, and the extravagant joy with 
vhichaboundlefs paffion infpires the ungovern- 
able lover! O peaceful blifs! never, never 
ihall thy pleafing idea be torn from my memory. 
Heavens, what an enchanting fight ! it was ex- 
tafv itfelf, to fee two fucb perfeft beauties em- 
brace each other fo afFeAionateVy ; your face rfe- 
clined upon her breaft, mixing your tcndertears 
together, and bedewing that charming bofom, 
iuft as heaven refrethes a bed of new-Wown 
flowers I grew jealous of fuch a tnendfkip, 
^nd thought t^,ere was fomething more inter- 
efting in it than even in love itfelf. I was 
Sieved at the impoffibility of confoling you, 
Sthout difturbing you at the fame time by he 
Violence of my motion. No, nothong, no^ng 
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upon earth Is capable of exciting fo pleafing a 
fenfation as your mutual careflcs. Even the 
fight of two lovers would have been lefs de- 
lightful. 

Oh! how could I have admired, nay, adorec} 
your dear coufin, if the divine Eloifa. heifetf 
had not taken up all my thoughts! You throwj^ 
my deareft angel, an irreliftible charm qn every 
Jthing that furrounds you. Your gown, your 
glovesj fan, work, nay> every thing that was 
the obj,e6i pf my outward feafes> enchan^ted my 
very foul, and you yourfelf completed the en- 
chantment. Forbear, foxbear, my dear Eloifa^ 
nor deprive me of all fenCsition, by making my 
enjoyment too exquilite. My tranfports ap- 
proach fo nearly to ghrenzy, that I begin, to be 
apprehenlive I fhall lofe my reafon. Let me, at 
leaft, be fenfible of my felicity — ^let me at lead 
have a rational ideauof thofe raptures, which are 
more fublime, and more penetrating, than my 
glowing imagination could paint* — How can your 
think yourfelf difgraced ? This very thought is 
afure proof that your fenfes likewifc are afFe6led. 
Oh, you are too perfeft far frail mortality! I 
ftiould believe you to be of a more exalted, purer 
fpeciesjfc if the violence of my paffion did not 
clearly evince that we are of a kinder frame* 
Ko. human being conceives your excellence i 
you are unkaown even to yourfelf; my heart' 
alone knows and can eftimate its Eloifa. Were 
you only an idol of worfhip, could you have 
been enraptured with the dull bomagji of ad- 

mirmg 
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miring mortals ? Were you only an angel, how~ 
much would you lofe of your real value ! 

Tell me, if you can, how fuch a pafSon as 
mine is capable of incrcafing? I am ignorant 
of the means, yet am but too fenfible of the fa61. 
You are, indeed, ever prefent with me, yet there 
are times in. which your beautiful image is pe- 
culiarly before me, and haunts me as it wer6 
with fuch amazing afliduity, that neither time 
nor place <^an deprive me of die delightful ob- 
jeft. I even believe you left it with "toe in the 
daiiy-houfe, in the conclufion of your laft let- 
ter; for, fince you mentioned that rural fpot, I' 
have been con tina ally rambling in the fields^, 
and am always infenfibly led towards the place.^ 
Every time I behold it,- it appears ftill morer 
enchanting. 

Non vide il ptondoji Ugglairi^ranHf^, 
Ne mojjfel'^ento tnaijl veri't frondK 

The world" affords not fuch a charming fcene. 
Of gently-waving trees and hedge-rows green*- 

I find the country more delightful, the ver- 
dure frefher and livelier, the air more temperate 
and ferene than ever I did before; even the fea- 
thered fongfters of the flcy feem to tune their* 
tender throats with more harmony aiid pleafure; 
the murmuring rills invite to love-iufpiring dal- 
Tiance,, while the bloffbms of the vine regale me 
from afar with the choiceft perfumes. Some 
fecret charm enlivens every obje61, or raifes my 
fenfations to a more exquifite degree. I am 

tempted 
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tegtpted to imagine that etea the earth adorn* 
herfelf to make a ttuptial bed. for your happy- 
lover, worthy of the paffion which he feels, and 
the goddefs he adores. — Oi my Eloifa, my 
dearer, better half! let us immediately add to 
theife beauties of the fpring, the prefence of two 
faithful lovers. Let us carry the fentiments of 
true pleaCire to places which comparatively a£^rd 
but an empty idea of it.. Let us animate all 
nature^ which is abfolutely dead without the.ge- 
nial warmth of love.. Am I yet to day three 
days, three Whole days! Oh! what an age to a 
fond expeSing lover ! Intoxicated with nyy paf- 
Son,. I wait that happy moment with the mo(i 
melancholy impatience. Oh ! how happy fhould 
we be, if heaven^ would annihilate thofe tediouSr 
intervals which retard theblifsful moment! 



Ti 



LETTER XXXIX. 

FROM, E L O I S A. 



HERE is not a fingle emotion of your 
heart which I do not fhare with the ten-- 
dercft concern. But, talk no more of pleafure> 
whilft others^, who have deferved much better 
than cither of us, are fuffering lUJider die preffure 
of the fcvereft aflffiition. Read the cnclofed, 
arid thctt be compofed if you caur I,, indeed,^ 
who amwett-acquaJntedwith the good girl who: 
wrote it, was not able to proceed without Ihed- 
iBg tears pf forrow and cpmpaffion. The 

recoUeftioxj 
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recolleflion it gave me of my blameabte nt^* 
gence touched my very fouli and, to my bitter 
confufion, I perceive but too plainly that a 
forgetfulnefs of the principal points of my duty* 
has extended itfelf to all thofe of inferior con- 
fideration. I had promifcd tins poor child to- 
take care of her: I recommended her' to my- 
mother, and kept her in fome degree tinder my 
continual infpedion : but, alas ! when I became 
unable to proteft myfelf, I abandoned her too^ 
and expofed her to worfe misfortunes than evem 
I myfelf have fallen into. I fliiKWer to* think 
that had I not been roufed from my careleffnefSy 
in two days time my ward would have been* 
ruined; her own indigence, and the fnarcs of 
Others, would have ruined — for ever ruined, a 
mod eft and difcreet girl, who may hereafter', 
poffibly prove an excellent parent. O, my dear 
friend ! can there be fuch vile creatures upon^ 
earth, who would extort from the depth pf mi- 
fery what the heart alone fhould give? That; 
any one can fubmit to receive the tender em-. 
braces of love from the arms of famine itfelf! 

Can you be unmoved at my Fanny's filiaL 
piety, at the integrity of her fentiments, and the 
fimpKcity of her innocence ? Btit are you not 
affefled with the uncommon tendernefs of the 
lover, who will fell even himfelf to affift his 
poor miftrefs? WeuM nofr you think yourfelf 
too happy to be the ihftrument of uniting* cou- 
ple fo welj formed for each other ? If we, alas I' 
(whofe fituation fo much refembles theii-'s) da. 

not 
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nat compaflionate lovers wjio %rc united by na- 
ture, but divided by misfortunes, where elfe 
can tl^ey feek relief with a probability of fucccfs? 
For my own part, I have deterinjned to make 
ibme amends for my negleft, by contributing 
my utmoft endeavours to unite thefe two young 
people. Heaven will, I hope, affift the generous 
undertaking, and my fuccefe may prove a good 
omen to us. I deiire, nay, conjure you, by all 
that is good and dear to you, to fct out for Neuf- 
ehatel the very moment you receive this, or to- 
morrow morQing at fartheft. You will then ga 
to M. Merveilleux, and try to obtain tha young 
man's difcharge; fpare neither money nor en* 
treaties. Take Fanny's letter along with you* 
Nobreaft, that is not abfolutely void of allfeD- 
timents of humanity, can read it without emo« 
tion. In ftiort, whatever money it may coft, 
whatever pleafure of your own it may defer, be. 
fure not to return without an entire difcharge 
for Claudius Anet* If you do, you may be af- 
fured, I fliall never enjoy a fingle moment's fit' 
tisfaftion during the remainder of my life. 

I am aware that your heart will be raifing 
many obje6lions to the propofal I have made ^ 
but can you think that I have not* forefecn all 
thofe obje6lions? Yet, notwitliftanding, I repeat 
my requeft; for virtue muft either be an empty 
name, or it requires of us fome mortifying felfc. 
denials. Our appointment, my friend, my 
dear, dear friend, though loft for the prefent, 
may be made again and ags^in* A few hours of 

the 
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the moft agreeable intercourfe vanifh like a flafa 
of lightening; but when the ha^pinefs of an 
honefl couple is in your power, think, only think, 
what you are preparing for hereafter, if you ne- 
gleft ihe opportunity: on the ufe, then, of the * 
prefent time depends an eternity of contentment . 
or remorfe. Forgive fuch frequent repetitions ; 
they are the overflowing of my zeal.". liave 
faid more than was nco^ffiakry to any honeft man, 
and an hundred tiihcs too much to my dear friend. 
I well know how you abominate that cruel turn 
of mind which hardens us to the calamities of 
others: You yourfelf have told me a thoufand 
times, .that he is a wretch indeed who fcruples 
giving up* one. day of plekfure to the: duties ot? 
humanity^ 



t E T T E R XL. 

FROM FA.NNY RECKARI> TO ELOISAi 
HONOURED MADAMi 

Jr O R G I V E thb interruption, from a poor 
girl in: defpair, who> being ignorant what- 
to do, has taken the liberty of addreflihg herfelf 
to your benevolence ; for you. Madam, are never 
weary of comforting the afflicted, and I am fo 
unfortunate, alas! that I have tired all hm God 
Almighty and you with my eojnplaints. I am 
very lorry I was obliged to leave the tniftrefs you 
-had been fo kind to put nie apprentice to, but 

oa 
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on my mother's death (which happened this 
winter) I was obliged to return home to my 
poor fathcr> who is confined to his bed with the 
palfejr. 

I have never forgotten the advice you gave 
my mother, to try to iettle me with fome honeft 
man, who might be of ufe to the family. Claud 
Anet (formerly in your father's fervice)is a very 
fober difereet perfan> mafter of a good trade, and 
has taken a liking to me^ Having been already 
fo much indebted to your bounty, I did not 
dare to apply to you for any further aiHftance> 
fo that he has been our only fupport during the 
whole winter. He was to have married me this 
fpring, and indeed had fet his heart upon it i 
but I have been fo teifcd for three years rent due 
laft Eafter, that, not knowing where to get fo 
much money, the young man lifted at once in 
M. Merveilleux's company, and brought me all 
the money he had received for inlifting. M- 
Merveilleux Hays at Neufchatel about a week 
longer, and Claud Anet is to fet out in three or 
four days with the reft of the recruits. So that 
we have neither time nor money to marry, and 
he is going to leave me without any help. If,. 
through your intereft, or theBaron*3, five or fix 
weeks longer might be given us, we would en^ 
deavour in that time either to get married, or 
repay the young man his money. But I am 
fure he can nev^r be prevailed on to take the 
money again. . . 

I re- 
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I received this morning fome great ofFera fronr 
a very rich gentleman^ but, thank God, I have 
refufed them. He told me, he would come again 
to-mprrow to know my mind ; but I defired him 
not to give himfelf fo much trouble, and that he 
knew it already. By God's affiftance, he fhall 
have the fame anfwer tOHnojo'ow. I might in* 
deed apply to the parifb ; but one is fo defpifed-i 
after that, that my misfortj^tfies arc b^terr than"' 
fucha relief, and Claud Anet ha3u t9o- mucfaF 
pride to think of me after this^ Forgive the 
liberty I have taken i you are thcronly, perfon I 
could think of,^ and I feel myfelf fo diftrefled^ 
that I can write no more about it^ 

lam^ 

Honoured Mad ani'y 

Your humble Servant to command^,^ 

Fanny Recnarbt-. 



LETTER XLI- 

ANSWElt.^ 

X Have been wanting in point of memory, and 
you, Fanny, have been deficient in your con- 
fidence in me i in fhort, we have both of us 
been to blame, but* I am the moft inexcufable. 
However, I ftiall now endeavour to repair the 
injury which my negleit may have occafioned, 
Bab, the bearer of this, ha^ ordersto fatisfy your 

more 
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more immolate wants^ and will be. with you 
again to*morrow, for fear the gentleman ihould 
return. My coufin and I propofe calling on 
you in the evening; for I know you cannot 
leave your poor father alone; and indeed I 
fhall be glad of this opportunity, to infpeft 
your oeconoxny a little* 

You need not be uneafy on Claud, Anet's ac« 
eount: my father is from home, but we fhall 
do all we can towards his immediate releafe. Be 
affured, that I will never forget you, nor your 
generous lover- Adiea, my dear, and may God 
ever blefs you. I think you much in the right 
for nQt hjtving recourfe to public charity. Such 
fleps as thofe are never to be taken, while the 
hearts^nd purfes of benevolent individuals are 
«^pen and acceffible. 
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;T o Ei-o rs A* 

^ ... J 

). Have received your letter, and fliall fet out 
this inftant.— This is all the anfwer I fhall 
make. O Eloifa! how could you cruejly fup- 
pofe me .polfeffed of fuch a felfifli, unfeelingf 
heart ? Bm you. cgmmfind and fhall be qbeyad. 
I would rather ^ie a thoufand tim.es than for* 
feit your efteem. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XLIIU 

TO E X O I S A. 

X Arrived at Neufchatd yefteixlay »iornmg, 
and on enquiry was told that M* MerYcil^ 
leux was juft gone into the country* I followed 
him immediately, but as he was out a hunting 
all day, I was obliged to M^it till the evening, 
before I could fpeak wkh him, I told him the 
caufe of my journey, and defired he would fet 
a price on Claud Anet's difchargc; to which he 
rajfed a number ,of objeSions. I then concluded 
tliat the moft cffeflual method of anfwering 
them, would be to incjeafe my oiFers, which I 
did In proportion as his difficulties multiplied. 
But, finding, after fome time, that I w*as not 
likely to fucceed, I took my leave, having pre- 
Irioufly d«fired the liberty to wait on him the next 
morRmg; determined in my ow|i mind not to 
llirout of the houfe a fecond time till I had ob- 
tained fliy rcqueft by dint of large offers, frc- 
^ent importunity, or in (hortby whatever means 
I could think moft effeftuaL I rofe eajly next 
xnoming to ptit this refolution in praAice, and 
wasjttft going to mount my horfe, when I re- 
ceived a note from M. Merveiileux with the 
young man's difcharge, in due form and order. 
The ccHitents of the note were thefc : 

« ENCLOSED, Sir, is the difcharge yo)a 
•* requeft. I denied it to your pecuniary offers, 
•* but have grantedit inconlidcxation of your cha- 

*' xitablc 
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"•^ ritable defign, and defire you would not think 
** that I am to be bribed into a good aftion." 

You will eafily conceive, by your own fatis- 
faftion, what joy I muft have felt- But, why is 
it not as complete as it ought to be? I cannot 
poffibly avoid going to thank, *and indeed to re- 
imburfe M. Merveilleux: and if this vifit, ne- 
ceffary as it is, fhould retardmy return a whole 
<lay, as I am apprehenfive it will, is he no* ge- 
nerous at my expence? But, no matter : I have 
Jone my duty to Eloifa, -and am fatisfied. Oh ! 
what a happinefs it is thus to reconcile benevo- 
lence to love ! to unite in the fame aAion the 
charms of confcious Virtue with the foft fenfa- 
-tions of the tendereft affeftion. I own freely, 
Eloifa, that I began my journey full of forrow 
and impatience : I even dared to reproach you 
wkh feclingMoo much the calamities of others, 
while you .remained infenfible to my-fufFerings, 
v-as ifil:alane^ 'of all created beings, had been un- 
•:Arorthy*your compaffion. I thought it quite 
^harbaraus in you, after having difitpppiated me 
♦<tf vmy Tweeteft. hopes, thus neceffarily and , 
^ivantonly, as it were, to deprive me of a hap- 
pinefs which you had voluntarily promifed. M 
-fhek fecret repinings axe now happily changed 
iota a fund of conteirtmeiit and folid fati&fa3ion, 
to which I have hitherto lived a ftranger, I have 
already enjoyed the recpmpenfe you bade me ex- 
peii: you fpoke fropi ^experience. Oh! wMty 
-im amazing kind erf €»pirc is your's, which can. 

convert 
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convert even difappomtmcnt into pleafure, and 
caufe the fame fatisfa6tion in obeying you, as 
could refult from tjie greateft felf-gratification ! 
O my deareft, kindell Eloifa, you are indeed 
an angel; if any thing could be wanting to* con- 
firm the truth of this, your unbounded eippire 
over my foul would be a fufficient confirmation. 
Doubtlefs it partakes much more of the divine 
nature, than of the human; and who can xefifl 
the power of heaven? And to what purpofc 
ftiould I ceafe to love you, fince you muft ever 
remain the object of my adoration ? 

P. S. According to my calculation we (hall 
have five or fix days to ourfelves before your . 
mother returns. Will it be impoffible for you, 
during this interval, to undertake a pilgrimage 
to the dairy*houfe? 



Ri 



LETTER XLIV. 

FROl^ ELOISA. 



.EPINE not, my dear friend, at this un- 
expefled return. It is really more advan- * 
tageous to us than you can poffibly imagine; 
and, indeed, fuppofing our contrivances could* 
have effefted what our regard to appearance has ' 
induced us to give up, we ftiould have fucceeded 
no better. Judge what would have been the 
confequencc, had we followed our inclinations. 
I fkould have gone into the country but the 
very evening before my mother's return,' fhould 

have 
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•liave been fent for thence^ before I could bav^ 
poffibly given you any notke, and muft confe^- 
quently have left you in the moft dreadful anxi- 
ety; we ihould have .parced- juft on the eve 
of our imaginary blifi;, and the difaippointine&t 
■would have been cruelly aggravated by the near^ 
approach of our felicity. Befidcs, noftwith**^" 
ftanding the utmbft precautions we could have 
taken, k would have been known that we were 
both in the country ; perhaps, too, they-miglri: 
have heard that we were together; it would have 
1>een fufpeiled at IcaiR:, and that were enough. 
An imprudent avidity of the pre&nt xBtOxneot, 
would have deprived us of every future refource^ 
and the rcmorfe for having neglefted fuch an aft 
of benevolence would have imbittered the re- 
mainder of our fives, 

Coinpare, then, I befeech you, our prefeat 
fituation with that I have been defcribing. Firfl", 
your abfence has been produAive of fcveral good 
cfFefts.^ My Argus will ixot fafl to tell ray mo- 
ther, that you have been but fcldom at my cou- 
iin's. She is acquainted with the motives of 
your journey ; this may probably prove a means 
of raifing you in her efteem, and htxw, think you, 
can they Gonccive it poffible that two young 
people who have an affeftion for each other 
fliould agree to feparate at the very time they 
arc left moft at liberty? What lan artifice have 
we employed to deftroy fufpicions which afiC 
buttoovireH founded! The only ftratagcm In 
Knj opinion confiftent with honour^ is the carry^ 
Vol. I. 1 iHg 
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ing our dUcretion ta fuch an incredible heigl!jt^ 
that what b in reality thcutmoft tfffort of fclf* 
denial, may be miftafccn for a token of iiidifw 
fcrencc. How dclightftol, my dear friend, muft 
a paflion thus csoocealed be .to ttofc who enjoy it ! 
Add to this ihe pkafing confciournefs of having 
united two defpairing lovers, and contribmed to 
the happine&of fo deferving a couple. You 
have ieen my ^anny: tell me, is not fhe a 
charming girl ? does flie riot really deferve every 
thingyou have «done for "iier? Is not ihe too 
beautiful and toounfbrtunateto^ remain long un^ 
married, without {{bttie difafter? And do you 
think that Ckud Anet, whole naliural good dif^ 
pofition has miraculouily preferved him during 
three years fervice, could have refohitiontocooti*^ 
Due three years more without becoming «s perfi- 
rdious and as wretched as all thjofeof that pr^ef-^ 
£on ? Inftead of that they love,4md will be united^ 
they are poor, and vwill be r relieved; they are 
honeft, and vwili he enabled to continue fo j for 
my father has promifed them a competent pro- 
vifion. What a number of advantages then has 
your kindneis "procured to them, and to out" 
ielves ; not to mention the additional 'obligations 
you have conferred -on me ! Such, my friend, 
are the certain effeAs of iacrifices . to virtue; 
which^ though they are difficult to perform, arc 
always grateful in remembrance. No one ever 
repented of having performed a good a^on. 

I fuppofe, you will fay, with my confiant eonfin^ 
that »11 this is mere fnacUng^ and indeed it is 

but 
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Imt too tme A^t I no more praAife what ! 
preiich than thoCc who are preachers by profeffioiu 
Hxme'fffr, if tny if Hcourfes are not fo elegant, 
I hfve^lid filtJsfirflion to find that they are not 
fo dntireljr thrown away as dieir^s. I <k) not deny 
k) my dear friend^ that I would wmingly add 
as many virtues to your charaAer, as a fatal in« 
dnlgence to love has taken aw;^ from minei 
and Eloifa herfelf having forfeited my regard, 
I would gladly cfteem her in you. Perfeft af- 
feAioa is aH that is required on your part, and 
the corifequence will flbweafy and natural. ^With 
What pleafure ought you to reflet, that you are 
continually increafing thofe obligations, whicli 
love itfelf engages to pay { 

My coufin has been made prky to the conver- 
fation you had with her father, about Mr. Orbe, 
and feems to think herfelf as much indebted to 
you, as if we had never been obliged to her in . 
our lives. • Gracious heaven, how every parti- 
cular incident contributes to mj happfnefs! How 
Nearly am I beloved, and how am I ^charmed 
with their affeilionl Father, mother, friend, and 
lover, all confpire in their tender concern for my 
happincfs, and, notwithftanding my eager en- 
deavours to requite them, I am always either 
prevented or -outdone. It fiioiild fecm, as if all 
the tendereft feelings in nature verged towards 
my heart, Whilit I, alasl have but onefenfation 
to enjoy them. 

I forgot to mention a vifit you are to receive 

to-ittorrow mornmg* Tis from Lord B—, lately 

Iz come 
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come from iJeheva, whei« he bdls refided Abtfltt 
eight months: bt told me he hadieen you itt 
Siop^ in hisT€turB fiem Italy. .He fottffd yo«i 
very melancholy^ but {ptsiks ^ ybu m JgeiwvSat 
in themannipr.you .yioiirfirlf would ^fli^ a^ la 
ivhich I hafve long thought* H^ «oflimeifded yott 
foa-propps to nay father y^orday^ vthat he has 
prejudiced me akeady ^ery much in^ his favours 
and indeed his convcrfotfo* is fenlible, lively^ 
and fpirited. In ireciting herok 4t<£ik)ns^ h^ 
irai£es his voice, aifd his ^cs fparkky as t&en 
ufuaHy do who are capabte of ^pcrformhig the 
deeds they relate. ;ile fpeaks atfo ^mjAatics^ly 
ya. matters of taftcj efpectally. of the ttalian 
muficy which Ke extols to the very '&ici- He 
often reminded, itie; <Jf my poor brother. But 
his lordfhip feehms nC>t to ha^e facrificed much 
to the Graces ^ Kk difcourfe ki general ss rathef 
nervous than elegant, and even hfe undcrftattd* 
ing fi^em? ta want a . Uttle polifl^ng. 
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*rO ELOISA. 

Jl Was reading your lall letter, the fecond time 

only, when Lord B came in., . But, as I 

have fo many other, things to fay, how Can. I 
think of his lordfliip? When two people are 
entirely delighted and fatisficd with each, oihcyc, 
what need is there of a third perfon ? However, 
fincejou feem to defirc it^ I will tell you what 

I know 
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X %0^ of Uiid* Havitrgp^d the Semplon, 
]^«^ €9^;^ JO Sion, te waU for a chaife which was 
u> c^fi^e from Geoeva ta firrgue i and as wane 
of cqipliftyi«MPf often inake» men ieck Jociety, 
we Coon became ac^ainied, and as intimate us 
%h^. x^fecvfi q£ ant Sngliilui^an, and my natui^iri 
^fPfk of retiremeiH:; wduki permit* Tet we foon 
p^rc^ivf d, tkat we were adapted to each other } 
tj^ere is. a contain union o£ fouls which is eaflly 
di£:^C^Ue. . At the end of eignt days, we were 
i^; as familiar as we ever were afterwards^ 
sp4 ^ H^ Frenchmen would have been in the 
£i^e mtmber of hours^ He entertained me with 
8U% aACOont of his travels ^ and knowing he was 
an .Engliihman^ , I immediately conchided h^ 
woajld have taUced of nothing but piAur^s or 
bi^dings« But I wasi foon pleafed to find, ^hat 
his ^aemion to. the politer arts had not made him 
n^gleA >the ftindj-of men and manners: yet 
whatever he Md on tho& tuj^jeO^ of refinement; 
was judicious, and in tafte, bul with modefty 
and diffidence. As far as^ I could perceive, his 
Ofuiiioas Ceemed i^athev foua^d op reflexion 
than foience, and that he judged' from effefts, 
rather than rules,-^^ which confirmed me in my 
idea of^his- e^^cellent underAanding. He fpoke 
to m& of the Italian mufic with as much enthu- 
fiafm as he did to you, and indeed gave me a fpe- 
ctmen of it; h» valet - plays extremely well 
on the -violin, and he hlmfelf tolerably on the 
violoncello. He picked out what he called fome 
vwj afifeitlng" pieces^ but whether it was by 
l^i being:. 
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being unufcd to it, or that mufic, wiich hfo 
foothing in melanclioljr, lofcs^l its foft charms 
when our grief is extreme, I muft own I was not 
much deligheed I the melody was agreeable, but 
wild, and without the Icaft cxprcffiou. 

Lord B was very anxious to know my 

iituation. I accordingly toikl him as much as 
was neceiTary for him to know. He made an 
offisr of taking me with him into England, and 
proposed fevcral advantages, which were »0 in- 
ducements to me in the country where Eloi& was 
not. He had formerly toH me that he intended 
to pafs the winter at Geneva, the fummer at Lau* 
fanne, and that he would come to Vevai b^re 
he returned into Italy/ 

Lord B r is of a lively, hafty temper, tot 

vJrtttous and fteady. He^ piques hinafelf on 
being a philofopher, and upon tbofe prmciples 
which: we have frequently difcuficd. But I really 
l>elicve his.owa difpofition leads him naturally 
to that whjch he imagines the €&£t of method 
and ftudy,. and that the varni/h of ftoicifm, with 
which h(3 glofles over all his anions, only covers 
the inclinations of his heart. 

I do not know what want of polifh you have 
found in his manner; it is really not very en- 
gaging^ and yet I cannot fay there is any thing 
difgufting iuyit. Though his addrefs is not fo 
e^fy and open as his difpoiition, and he feems to 
defpife the trifling punftilios of ceremony, yet 
bis behaviour in the main is very agreeable: 
though he has not that refervcd and cautious 

politenefsjt 
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palitcnefsy which confines itfelf alon^ to mere 
tmcward form^ and which our yoiing officers 
learain France, yet he is Icfs felicitous about 
diftingaiihing men and their refpeAive fituatio^^ 
at firft iighi, .^ao' he : is arduous in paying a 
^ffOper d^[rfe^of refpeA to every one in general. 
Shall I teU, you the plain truth ? Want of «le- 
jance is a .^ling which women never overlook, 
aiKl I fear that, in this inftance, Eloifa has been 
. a-woman for onc« in her life* 

Since I am now upon a. fyftem^of plain-de;|]-« 
ing, give me leave to affiure you, my pretty 
preacher, that it is to- no purpoie that you en-* 
desvour to invalidate my preteniions, and that 
f^mons arebut poor food for a famiihed lover. 
Think, think^of all the compenfations you hate 
'PSomifed, and which indeed are my due^ b^t 
though every • thing you have ^id is.exceedin|^ 
juft and true, one viiit to thedairy*houfe would 
.Lave been a thoufand times more agreeable. 



LEtTER XLVL 

FROM £l;OISA.' 

yVhAT, my friend,- ftiil the dairy-houfc? 
Surely this dairy-houfe. fits heavy on yot^r 
heart. Well, coft what it v ill, I find you muft 
be humoux^d.. But, is 4t poffible you can be fo 
attached to a place you never faw, that no other 
< will facisfy ^ you ? I>0'. you think that love, who 
xaifed Armida's palace in the midft of a defert, 
cannot give. ts a dairy-houfe in the town\^ Fanny 

19 
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if goiJig to be married; ai^ my fiatlier^-^e hSis. 
no obpe£)Joii to a little parade and mirth, is re- 
&lv<3d it fhall be a public -wrcddiuf^ You may. 
be fure there wilhbe ih> want of nolfe imd i^* 
multj which may not {nrove iui£sivocirable ^a a 
private convejtfation. You iuidc»fta»d me* Da 
not you think it wMl b& charming to find the 
pleafwrcs^ we have da»ed ourleirvc» imibit eflbft Hi 
ci^ benevolence f 

Your zeal to apologise for Lord S-*-'^ wafs. 
unneceflary, as I was never inctincd to think UL 
of him. Indeed, bow (houid i judge of iln»aii, 
with whom I fpent cmly one afternoon? or how 
can you have been fufficicmly acquainted with^ 
him in the fpace of a few days ? I fpoke cftify 
from.eonjefhire i nor do I fuppofe that you can: 
argue on any better foundation: hit propo^drtd^ 
you arc of- that vague kind of which ftrangers^ 
are frequently lavifli, from ihehr being eailly 
eluded, and becaufe they give them an air o^ 
confequence.. But yoiur charaAer of his^ lord- 
fliip is another proof of our natural vivacity,^ 
and of that cafe with which you arc prejudiced^ 
for or againft people at firft fighti Nevcithdcft^ 
we will think, of his propofals more at leifure. 
If love fhould favour my projeft, perhaps fome- 
thing better may oflTer. O, my dear friend, 
patience i» exceeding bitter; but its fruita are 
moft delightftiUy.fweet. 

To return to our EngU&man : I told you» be 
l^>peared to have a truly great and intrepid foul;, 
but that he was mk€z fcnfible tha» agreeJrfe. 

Yqu. 
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vitk'that m^^oi loafeuUne fiipcmrH]r» alwa^yf 
irifibie in our hua^ble admirers, you reproach 
me nithfaobg si ^romaa obc< Uiia!^; U£? i af If a- 
viMMui •ugtu fitier to Mto iior f<Sx. 
i Have yqm ft»got owf 4ifp|iit^ wfccii wd^w^f 
stading jfiurRtpfUh ff Pht9^ 9^m^ ^^ vm^ 
<liftiii&ion betwMo. thf foif^i L \^v9c ftUl thq 
&e diffiouUy to fuppdf^^ iWe c«n be but pix^ 
modejl o€ jpwffofti^il fof tW9 V^^g^ f<» 
•fioiirii%rdifi€rtAl« A$t»Bir aAd ^cfeofif, tl;^ 
ifimaace ntf the loeirf and maitilifoi tj^e woineD, 
^c hf ao meana-effiiAsof ikA A^ cai^^ 9A thq 
philoroi^rrliave i«fagUi«44 bill Wf^^ral iiiftim^ 
tions which may boteafily^atceWkted fo|^ ^ from 
xviiich'iBay4»e Educed evcrT^tb^r morail 4iftvQ^ 
tioa. Befidc^ tfaa diefig«9 •^f i^tl^e beifgdifr 
ferent in eacb^% their .iliciiMi|f^!>fj ^h^ pcr^ep? 
lioiiA ought neeeflar% lo be 4ire^p4^s^,9^f^PK 
to th^ir^lffinreaciii'vieiMt |o tA\ t}|^-^roi^t ?n4 
to iiOQriib.childr«Bi^ X^m^ 'icry enpd^ taftpf 
aii4 ewtftitiitioiia;/ A* higher ft^tu^e, ftroi^gr 
-wme aad-^tima^. fetmi i«44i(^ ^^ ^ fl^^^tf:, 
peft&ble -marhs of idiffindiOft \ iu| llii^^iMi^^ii^ 
differeace evideotif indicate^ i\^ ii^efl^ili^n ^ 
dM CreattoiP ii> tUs modifioaliM ^* th^ #^ 
The Alii 6h a t»»j^ iWMMft d»d a.pw«?^ffl^;9i 
•Bghl^tafaedo^iaarealjfcoiihaa'fli^iacci. Ai4 
owmn;hmtitsMt>of i^^riiir ^i^im^ al^^i tifa 
tspofe us to the. rldknte ftfvi^^[fiU#^ m,^ m4 
dttbunigKitha tfi«dttrf|>aj0MM «>^ wim i«Ad|^ tff 

Is high, 
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liigh^ have a bafe voice,^ and a beard opon our 
cbins^ we have no bufinefs to pt^end to be 
tncn,- f 

What novices are you lovers, in the trt of 
reproaching ! You accufe me of a^ diirft which 
I have not committed,^ or of wfuch» how^veri 
you are as firequet^ly guiltf as myfelf ; ^ad yot* 
attribute it to a defe& of vrtiich I am proud.' 
But| in return for your plain dealing, fuSsr mettf 
give you my plain and fincere opini<Hi o£tyoia^ 
fincerity. Why, then, it -appears to be a refine^ 
loent of flattery, calculated, under ibe diiguife 
'of ah apparent freedom of expreifion, to juftify 
to yourfeif the etolhttfiaftic pvaifes, which, upon 
every occafion^ you are fo liberally pleafed to be^' 
ftow on me. You are fo blinded by my imaginary^ 
|>erfeAioAs, that you can difcover no real ones to 
excufe your prepofieffion in my fstvour. 
' Bdieve me, my friend, you are not qualified' 
to teH me my, faults; ^ Do you think the eyes of 
love^ pie^kig^ as they are^ can ^difcover imper*^ 
fodSons ? No, ^ it is a power wJuch belongs only ' 
to horieft friendAip^ and in that your pupil Clara 
is much your Aiperior. Yes, mf dear friend^' 
you' Ihall praife me, adinireme, and think me 
charming, iand beautiliil, and? fpotlefi. Your 
pndfes pleafe without d^eci^ing me ; I khow it to - 
i»e the laliguistge bf error, and not of deteit ; jthat - 
^ohci' deceive youWeify bothi^eno de%t»toide^ 
ceive ikie« O^ hoV delfglttfiil wrt the ilhieficlas of 
Wvel and furely ft»*its^fl»i«rf irtruthi ibr 

.■ The 
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The lOTcr who pratifes in us that whiirh wc do 
not poQkfSf rcprefcnts our qualities truly as they 
appear to him ; he I'peaks a felfity without beingf 
gniltj^of a lie ; he is a flatterer without mean- 
nefs| aad one may eftcem without iielieving 
ium. . 

» I ha?re heard, not without fome little palpi-f 
t«tion^ St propoial to invite two philolbphers to- 
morrow to fuppcr . One is my Lord B— , and 
^le oi&er a certain fage, whofe gravity hath fbme« 
times been a little diftompofed at the feet of a 
young diiciple. Doyoiiicnowtheman? If you 
do, prajs defirc that he will to«morrow prefervci 
thephilofopliic decorum a little better than ufual« 
lihaU take care to order the young damfel to caft 
her eyes downward, and to appear in his as little 
engaging as poiBUe. 



LETTER XLVIL 

TO B rOlS A* 

RXALICI0IJ& girri Is this the cifcumfpec- 
tion you promifed i Is it thus you. ipare my 
heart, and draw a veil over your charms ? . Hovr 
^f ten did you break your engagements^ 1 Firftj^ - 
as to your dre^;.. iFor you were in^. an undreu^ 
though yott weU know that yoi;i^ are never more 
bewitcihing. Secondtys that modefi air and 
6ireetners/in your manner, fp cakulited for thsf^ 
gradtial difplay; of aU your graces. Tour conver- 
iation.QKNFC Mfincd^ more ftudicd^ more witty 

than 



than ufual^ which made every one fa- vuccmei^p 
monly zttentivt, that they feenkcd; impatientljr 
to anticipate erery fcntesceyou fpoke. That. 
iclightfiil air yon fung below your ufoil pttdb^ 
which rendered your vcuce more enchanting^. 
ibft, and which made your ibngi thongh Freii^>^ 
gleaic even I^rd B^~. . Y^mt down-eaft eyes,, 
and yonr timid. glances, which pierced am to the 
&ul ;. in a^word, that inexpreffible ^chantnieat* 
which, feemed fpread over your whole perfim^ «a/ 
turn the brains, of the company* even whhovt 
the leaft apparent defiga« Eor my part, I icnow 
not how to behave ; buti if this^ is the me&odr: 
yoa take to be 4/ Hah. engaging aj p^hhy I affiire 
you^ however, it is being infinitely too muc&v 
fo for people- to retain their fenfes in yomt: 
company* 

J doubt much Aether the poor Englifli phiw. 
lofopher has not perceived- a little of the fame 
influence. After we had cohdu&ed your coufin. 
home, feeing us all in high (pirits^ faepropofed^ 
that we fhould retire to hiS: lodgings^ and have % 
Iktlemtffie, and a howl of ptinch. While h\^ 
fervants were aflembling, he never cesffed talkmg 
of you ; but with fb much warmth, that, I con-^ 
feft, I flipuld not hear Ws praife from yoor Kps. 
with as much pleafnre j(s you did from mtecr 
Upon the whoie, I:aM not fo^d of hearing any. 
bcxiy fpeak <rf yiDu, Otceplyotir^ coufin. Every 
victfd feems^ to deprive me of a part o£ mf fk^ 
cret, or tny pleafore, and whatever they fty 
7ffftx%ti^ Aif]^teiolli> <»r kibJtfiititeljr ihort of 

what 
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wtet I fcie}, thiM I. would hear &a diicotirfe upoft. 
Ae fubjcik but my own. 

Ic t$ not tlm» Uko yan^ I am at all bidkcd 
to jitkiufy: no, I am better acqp^iiiced wUk 
tfittfiml of my SloiA^^ aad I have certaia Ak^- 
tiei that eaehidft even the poffibtlky of your^ii^ 
etmAsm^^ After your proieftations,^ I have no^ 
thing ittMre to by* conc^eiiig your oiber pr«« 
tenders I but this^Lord^ EUnfa^-^r-^equality o£ 

. ymx luaow my. life is depcndtog. Fov Haiven^ 
&ktf de%n ^to give me. a line #r^two upon thie^ 
StkieA — one iiagle Mk)rd fromJUoifa^ and I Oaaik 
b» £iittdfied.£er ever. 

I, pafled: the night in atlendhig to, and fdaf« 
Higy. Italian muiie ; foor thei« were fome duetv 
and I was forced: to take a part.. I dace not yet. 
tell you what ^k& k had^on me; but, I^ fesu^, 
1 fear^ the impreffion of laft* jiight'i f^l>^ faa*" 
flueoced the harmony, and that t miftook. tb« 
cffeft of your, enchanttnent for the power. o£ 
mufic. Why ihould not the fame caufe whichi 
made it difagrceaUe at Sion, give it a. contrarjr 
effect in a contrary iituatipn t Are not jpu the 
fource of every affeAion of my foul, and am J^ 
-pifobf againfe the power, of your magk h If it 
had really; been^ the n^ufic which produced the 
enehantfltcttt,' ewsrf one pfefent m\xii have been. 
2SkCkd\ in the iklne manner^: but whilft I wai 
all i<*pture and extaoy, Mr. Orbe fat fnofidg ia 
an^ ami chifir, itod^ wh06 I. a$roke him with 
mf ^lickuEtetiMisi ill thie pfrik bi beftoweA 

wais, 
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trasj to aik whether your couiln underftoo^ 
• Italian. 
' All this will be better explained- to-morrow ) 
Ibrweare to have another concert ^his einttings 
His lord(hip it determined 4o have it compltcet 
and has fent -to Laufamne ^of^ a Second*:' violioi 
who, he (ijSf h artolerable> hand,^ On^mf^ psot^ 
I (hall carry fome French /rfif^/ and cantatas. 

When I firft returned -to my^room> I funk inttf 
liny chair, quite «xhaufted and overcome } foe- 
want of' pra&ice I am but a poor rake : but I no^ 
fooner took my pen to write to you, than I«faund£ 
myfelf gradually.recover. Yet I .muft. endeavour 
to fleep a few hours* Come with me, my.fwectr 
friend,^ and do not leave me whilft I flumberr^ 
but, whether th]^ image brings me pain or plea*-* 
£ure, whether it xeminds mcy or^ not, . of Fan-^ 
ny's wadding, it cannot deprive me of that de«> 
lightful moment, when I.fhaU awake andrecoUeiSL 
my. felicity. 



IiB^TTER XLyUE 

• TO ElOlSA, 

J\ HI; mf^ EloifaJ how. hav^ I been enter*- 
tained!.' "What melting, founds ! what muficL 
Q ddiightful fqAirce of ienfibility> and pleafure ! 
Lofe not, a moment i coUeQyour>€|)era8| youi^. 
ira^taUSj in^a wordi all your >,¥renc^vmujGcL , 
then make a very, hot fire^ and caftthe wretched. 
Huff lata the flsgoMSi* be: iiire yoo ftir it well^ 

thati 
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thatv cold as ilis> it tazj once at leaft fend forth 
m little warmth. Make this iacrifice to the God 
of taftet to expiate ovr muttiat crime, in having 
|»rofaiaed fourToice with iVich doleful pfalmody^ 
and fo long miftaken a- notfe that dunned our 
tns for the pathetic language df the heart. 
How entirely your worthy brother was in the 
vight! and m what looaoeoBntable ignorance 
iaTe I hvcdy concerning the produAioni^ef that 
cfautning art 4 It gave me b«t little pleafure, and^ 
therefore, I diought it' naturally impotent. Ms* 
fie, I faidt is a vain, found, that only flatters 
the ear, and makes little or bo impreffion upon 
the mind«. The e&£b of havnaonic founds is en* 
tirely mechanical ov phyficai-; and. what have 
tbefe tado withfentkiient } Why (hould I cxpeA 
to be moved withinufical chords more than with 
a proper agpeement o£ colours? But I never 
perceui^ed, ia the accents t>f melody applied.to 
thoie of language^ the fecret but powerful nni^ 
fon^ between, mufic and the paffions. I had no 
idea tliat the lame fenfitttons which modulate 
the voice of an orator^ give the finger a Ml 
greater power over our heails, and that the enerw 
getic expveffion of hi& own feelings is the fympa*- 
thetic caufe of all ovr emotion.. 

This hthn L was taught by hi» lordfliip'e 
^alian filler, vdio, for a innfieta% talks pretty 
iimfibly of h» own art. ^* Harmony (fays he) is 
nothing more thaa a demote accefibry in imka-r 
tive m«fit ; for, properly fpeakingi there it not 
ift harmony thei^ priaciiik of imitatioir. Im 

decd| 
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d^d^ it regulates the ton<m confines 'tbdr 
jJFPpriety^ a^d render th« DaoduUtWN%more4i(V 
lii^ t it adds ferq^^ ta the c^ipreifioii, an^^raet . 
to U^ air, £iMi ^^(Mn melody ^lom prweed^ 
Ib^t lOTincibk powtift of p«t]»«^i« 9>ccexits <dnct 
tbe £9uU Lei there be. perferokid the moft .jimm - 
4icioi»s fucceflSoaof chords^ . without theacMI* 
%tQi»(>f melody, «ad ]tfiu would be tieed in tefr* 
Ih^a a^qpMTtec of ai^ hQui^ vhilft^ on the coii» 
$¥^» a fiogle Toice» without the affifk a n o »<^j 
bar0iooy» wllcontmiie to^pk^ a eQafiderBhl*^ 
ticne*. An air, be it ever io fimple, i£ ther^. 
be mf Ihiog o£ the true pathos in. the. compofi^ 
tion, beeomes immediately' interefiing; but^ oa^ 
ibe coutrary, melody. without expreiEbo will hai^: 
no ejBTe A ; and harmony alonccan tiever touch thft: ' 
heart.. 

. <^ In; this (conlimied he):£onfifts the ei^r^ of i 
tibe French with vegard to the poviier of mufic; 
As they. can have no peculiar melady in~a language, 
void of muiical accent, nor in thdr^unifDrm and^ 
Qsaatural poetry, they have^no idea of dn]^other 
e&£t than that of harmony and. a loisd Toke^ . 
>ii^tch, iofteodf of fokeniag the toneSf rendered 
Ihem more iatolerablj noify : nay, they are eveix-^ 
fo unfortunate in theirs pretenAons,. that they^ 
iifTer thd very harmopy thtf eatpeA to efcap^- 
Iticm ; fbr% in ord^ ta»ndfvit'more com^te^ , 
they facrifioe all choice, theyi.110 longo^diftmi* 
goiik the powers- and efiirA» of. partici^ ton^^. 
tbeir compofitioas are overcharged, they- ha^e 
^lilt Aieif^carsi aa^ airbicomtr iafeofblc to 
every 
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tfftry^thmghxit noifc: ib ;tli«t, m theiB opiaion^ 
thefineft voice istharwhicli roars the loudcft* 
Having no original i^Ie or tafte of their own, 
tlicy have always followed US' heavily, and at a- 
gwat diftancCj and fince thetr, or rather our 
lifiHi, who itnitated the operas which wei^e then, 
comiton in haly, we have beheld them^ thirty 
^ forty years- behind ns, copying/ tnmilating,. 
and fpoiling our ancient compofitionsi juft as 
other nations do by their fafhions* Whenever 
they boaft of their cian/oni, they pronoutice theSp 
own- condemnation ; for if they could expreft 
the paffions, th^ wottld not fet wit to muiic : 
llut becauft their mufic is entirely incapable of 
aDy expreffion, it is better adapted la cbonfons 
than operas, and our's is more fit for the latter,, 
becanfe it is extremely pathetic.'^ 

He then repeated a few Iti^liaa icener withoiit 
finging, made me {enfibie of the harmony be^ 
tween the miific and the words ^ the reci- 
tative, between the ientiment and the mufic in: 
the ttrs, and in general the ener^ which wa» 
added to the exprefflon by the exaft meaiiirey 
and the ptcper dioicc 0^ chords* . ' In fliort,, 
after joining to my knowledgte of the Italian the 
moft perfeft idea in my power of the oratorical 
and pathetic emphafis, namely, the art of fpeak«- 
ing to the ear and to the heart in an inapticulate 
language, I (at down, and gave my whole at^ 
untion to this enchanting mufic, and^ by the 
emotiona I fek^ ibon perceived that there is a 
goirer ia .the act iafiiiiteljr ^ond what It 

imagined^ 
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imagined^. It is impoi^le to defcribe the vov 
luptuousicnfation which imperceptibly ftole tipoa 
ta&* It was not an unmeaning fiiccei£on of 
founds^ ks in our mnfical recitals* Every ^phrafc 
imprefled my brain with fome new imagei oncon- 
^vcyed a fr^flk fcnfation totny^hcatt.-, Theptea^ 
fore did not flop at -the car ;/it pcnetrated-Biy Ibuk ^ 
The performance^ wsthoutnany^ extraordfiiarf 
effort, feemed to flow with* charmiog facility ; 
and the performers- appeared- to> be all ammated 
by one foul. T he finger> who was -quite jjiafter • 
of his voice, exprefled,- withr^afei^ ail thai the 
mufic and the wordsrequired* Upon the wbole^ 
I' was extremely happy to'^find .myfclf r^liev^ 
from thofe heavy cadences, thofe terrible etBorts - 
of the voice, that continual combat between the 
air and the meafure, which in tourmuiie fo feU- 
dom agree, and wfakh is not lefs fatiguixig to the -. 
audience than jihe muiician. . 

But wbctks after V a fitcceffion of agreeable airs^ 
they ftruck into thofe grand -pieces of expreffion% 
which as they paint, excite the more violent paf*> 
lions, I every, moment lofl the idea; of: mufic^ 
foagi imitation ; and imagined ^Mieard Ae real 
"voice ef grief, rage^ defpair. . Sometimes mc» 
jthougbt I faw a weeping difconfolate mother, a 
lover betrayed^ a furious tyrant, and the fym« 
gpathy was frcqcfently fo powerful that -I tcould 
hardly keep my^ feat. I was thus afieAed, be-^ ' 
caufe I n6w.fuUy .conceived theideasof the com-* 
^fer, and therefore hisjudicious combination of 
4oimd«a£ked u^o^. mer with ^all its^fosce. „Nos 

£loifa^. 
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JEloiia^ it i$ impaffible to feel thofe impreffiond 
by halves ; they are exceffive or not at all ; one 
is either entirely infen(ible» or raifed to an immo- 
derate degree of enthiifiafm ; either it is an tin- 
iatelligible noife, or an impetuofity of fenfation 
that hurries you along, and which the ibul can- 
not pollibly refift. . 

Yet I had onecaufe of regret throughout the 
whole : it was, that any other than my Eloifa 
Uhottld form founds that were capable of giving 
ju^ pkafure, and to hear the moft tender ex« 
preifions of love firom the mouth of a wretched 
eunuch. O, my lovely filoifa ! can there be any 
kind of fenfibility that belongs not to us ? Who 
is there that can feel and exprefs better than wcy 
all that can poflibly be exprefled at felt by a foul 
melting into love ahd tendernefs ? Where are 
thofe who in fofter and more pathetic accents 
could pronounce the C^ mh, the Idolo amato ^ 
Ah ! what energy would our hearts add to the 
exprefiion, if together we fhould ever iing one 
of .thofc charming duets which draw fuch deli- 
cious tears from one's eyes! I conjure you to 
tafte this Italian muiic as foon as poffible, either 

at home or with youj cpuiiin. X^ird B will . 

order his people to attend when 2xid where you 
ihall think proper. With your exquifite kti'^ 
Ability, and more knowledge than I have of the . 
Italian declamation, one fingle eflay will raife 
you to a decree of enthufiafm at leaft equal to 
mine. Ljt me alfo perfuade you to take a few 
leffons of this virtuoiCb : I have begun with bom 

this 
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this morning* His maanev oi ii^ftru&ion h iim^ 
•pk» clcar^ and ^ confix more ki example than 
precept. I already perceive ih^t the principal 
requifite is to. feci and mark the time, to obferve 
the proper emphafi^, andinftead of fwelling every 
.ftote^ ta fufiain aa equality of. tone } in fkort^ to 
refine the voice from all that Fr^ench bellowing^ , 
thflt it may become more juilj expre&ve^ md ^ 
flexible*. Yajur's> wiikh is. naturally fo fbft and 
fwcety vrill be eafily reformed, and your feafibikk 
liity will foon inftru^ you in th^t'vivacity and ex^ 
preflion, which b the ibul of Italian mufic. 

Tb« foAg thalV t»^e fool ib Iweel. 

Leave, then, for ever leave, that tedious and I 
lamentable Frencbfing-fong, which bears more^ 
refemblance to the cries of the cholic than the 
transports of the paSions; and learn to breathc> 
thofe divine iminds infptred by (enfation, which 
only are worthy -of your voice, worthy cf your- 
heart, and wh|ph never fail to.cbarm and fire tlie .. 
foul. 
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FROM ELOISA* 

Jt OU knowj my dear fpiend, that I write to 
you by ft^alth, and in coatinual apprehcn» 
fiqn of a furprife. „ Therefore, as it is laipoffi- 
ble for me to wri^e long letters, I niuft confine 
fl^yCelf to. thi^e parts o£ your'Sr whickn^ore efpe-^ 

cially 
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-cially require aniwering, or to fu^ply what was 
4eft :tinfaicl ia our converfations, which, alas ! ar« 
zxo Icfs clandeftine than our interchaiige of let* 
tcrs : at leaft, lUizllcbCeryc this method to*da^c, 
your mentiomng Lor^ B*— — will 'make me ne^ 
gle<a the reft. 

And fo you arc afraid to lofe xa^, y^tyou taUc 

tomeof-finging! furcly> this was fufficietttcjbufe 

for a quarrel between two people who were l6fs 

acquainted. .No, n0| you are not Jealous^ it is 

evident : 4K>r/ indeed, will I be lb; for I have ^ 

dived into your heart, and perceive that which 

another might miflake for indifference, to be^abfo* 

lute confidence. .O ! what a charming Security 

is that which (p^ings ^from the fenfibility of a 

perfeft union ! Hence it is, !• know, .that from 

your own heart you. derive .your good opinioi^ 

of mine ; and hence it is y^Du are fo entirely juCr 

tified, that I fhould doubt yo»r afft^ion, if yo«i 

t were more alarmed. - 

i' I neither know nor care whether Lord B . ■* 

' has;any.x)ih€r regard for me than all men have for 

girls*of ^my age. But of what confequcnce are 

his fentiments of the matter ? Mine and my fa* . 

: ther's are the only proper fubjcfts of enquiry 4 

and thefc arc both the fame as they were with 

regard to the two pretended admirers, of -whom 

you fay you will fay. nothing. If his cxclufion 

and their's will add to your repofe^ reft fatisfiedk 

How muchfoever we might thin^ ourfelvcs hO'* 

noured in the addreffcs of a man of his lordfhip^s 

f^mk, ncveri. with her own or her father's con-? 

fent| 



114 £ L O I S A. 

fcnt, would Eloifa Etangc become Lady 5 ^ 

Of this you may be very certain": not that you 
are hence to conclude that he was ever thought 
of in that light. I am pofitive you are the firft 
perfon who fuppofed that he has the leaft incK« 
nation for me. But^ be that as it will, I know 
my father's fentiments as well as if he had aU 
ready declared them. Surely, this is fufficient 
to calm your fears : at leaft it is as much as it 
concerns you to know. The reijb is matter of 
mere curiofityi and you know I have refolved 
that it ihali not be fatisfied. Tou may reproach 
me as you pleafe with referve, and pretend that 
our concerns an^ our intereft are the fame : if I 
had always been refervedj it would now have been 
lefs important. Had it not been for my indif- 
cretion, in repeating to you fome of my father's 
words, you would never have retired to MeiU 
krie, yQU would never have written the letter 
which was the caufe of my ruin : I fliouW ftill 
have poflcflcd my innocence, and might yet have 
afpired to happinefs. Judge, then, by my buffer- 
ings for one indifcretlon, how I ought to dread 
the commifliOn of another ! Tou are too violent 
to have any prudence. You could with lefs dif- 
ficulty conquer your paffions than difguife them. 
The leaft fufpicion would fct you raving, and the 
moft trivial circumftances would confirm all your 
fufpicions. Our fecrets would be legible in your 
face, and your impetuous zeal would fruftratc 
all my hopes. Leave, therefore, to me the cares 
of love, and do you preferve its pkafures only. 

To«, 
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Tou, furdy, have na reafon to complain of this 
^ivifion: acquiefce, and be convinced that alt 
you can poffibly contribute to the. advancement 
of oup felicity, 19^ not to interrupt' it. 

But». alas I what avail my precautions noi;^? 
Is it foi^ jae to be cautious how I ftej^, who am 
ahready fallen headlong down the precipice, or 
to prevent the evils with which I am already pp-^ 
prefTed ? Ah ! wretched girl ! is it for thee to 
l|»lk of felicity ? Was ever happinefs compatible 
with fhame ^ndremorfe? Cruel, cruel fate! 
neither to be able to bear nor to repent 6£ my 
crime ; to be befet by a thouiand terrors, deluded 
by a thoufand hopes', and >not even to enjoy the 
' horrible tranquillity of defpaff. The qucftion is 
not now of virtue and refolutien, but of forti- 
tude and prudence. My prefent bufinefs is >not 
to extinguifh a flame 'which ought never to ex- 
pire, but to Tender-it innocent, or to die guHty* 
Confidcr my Situation,. ^my friend, and then fee 
whether you dare depend upon my zeal. 



LETTER L. 

FROM JELOISA* 



il Rcfafed to explain to you, before we part- 
ed -yefterday, the caufe of that uneafincfs you 
remarked to me, bccaufe you were not in a con- 
dition to bear reproof. In fpite, however, of 
my averfion to explanations, J think I ought to 
do it now, to acquit myfelf of the promifc I 

dien made you. 

I know 
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I kvko^ not wlietlier yciu tnsiy remember yowt 
laft night's uaaccoantablc di&imWe and hchat^ 
viour 5 for my part, I ihaU remember them too 
long for your honour or my repofc; indeed, 
they have hurt ine too much to be eafily fbr^ 
gotton* Similar expreffioos have ibmetknesreach*- 
ed my ears from the ftreet4 ^t I never thought 
they trould come from the lips of any worthy 
man. Of this^ however^ I am certain, there ape 
no fuch in the lover's diftionary, and nothing 
was farther from ^ny thoughts than that they 
fljould ever pafe between you and mc, -Good 
heaven ! what kind of love muft your's be, thus 
to feafon its delights! It is true, you were 
fluflied with wine, andll perceive hbw much one* 
Hiuft overlook iik^ country where fuch cxcefs is 
permitted. It is for this reafon 1 fpeak to you 
on the fubjefl: ; for you mav be aflured that, had 
you treated me in the iame manner when per* 
£eAly fober, it ihould have been the laft opportUf 
nity you fbould ever have had. 

But what alarms me moft on y«ur account is, 
that the conduct ^f men in liquor is often no 
other than the image of what paffes in their 
hearts at other times. Shall I believe that, in 
a xxjndition which difg«ifes nothing, you difco- 
vcred yonrfelf to be what you really are? 
What will become of me if you think this morn- 
ing as you did laft night ? Sooner than be 
liable to fuch inAilts, I liad rather extii^uiih rA) 
grofs a pa£Son, and lofi; for cv^a lovcrlvho. 
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ft) Ignorant how to refpeft his miftrefs, deferves 
fo little^of her efteem. 

Is It poffiblc, that, you who delight in vir- 
tuous fentiments ftiould have fallen into that 
cruql error, and have adopted the notion, that 
a lover once made happy need no longer pay 
any regard to decorum, and that thofe have no 
title to refpeft whofe cruelty is no longer to be 
feared. Alas ! had you always thought thus, your 
power would have been lefs dreadful, andl 
fliould have been lefs unhappy. Put miftake not, 
my friend ; nothing is fo pernicious to true lo- 
vers as the prejudices of the world ; fo many 
talk of love, and fo few know what it is, that 
moft people miftake its pure and gentle laws for 
the vile maxims of an abjeft commerce, which, 
foon fatiated, has reconrfe to the pionfters of 
imaginatiou, and, in order to fupport itfdf, 
finks into depravity. 

Poffibly, I may be miftaken; but it feems ^ 
to me that true love is the "chafteft of all hu- 
man connexions; and that its facred flame 
fhould purify pur natural inclinations, by con- 
centring them in one objeft. It is love that fc- 
cur<s us from temptation, and makes the whole 
fex indifferent, except the beloved individual. 

To a woman indifferent to love, every mart 
is the fame, and all are men; but to her whofe 
heart is truly fufceptible of that refined paffion, 
there is no other man in the world but her lover. 
What do I fay? Is a lover no more thati a man ? 
He is a being far fuperior! There cxifts not a 

Vol. L K maji 
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msLTi m th« creatian with her who truly loves: 
her lover is more, and all otheis are le&i ; th^y 
live for each other, and are the only beings of 
their fpccies. They have no defires ; they love. 
The heart is not led by, but leads the fenfes, 
and throws over their errors the veil of delight* 
There is nothing • obfcene but in lewdnefs and 
its grofs language. ; Real love^ always modeft, 
feifes not impudently its favours, but deals 
them with .timidity- Secrefy, filence, and a 
timorous baflifulnefs heighten and conceal its 
delicious rtranfpprts ; its flame purifies all its 
careffes, while decency and chaftity attend even 
its moft fenfual pleafures. It is love alone that 
knows how to gratify the defires without tref- 
paiBng on modefty. Tell me, you who once 
knew what true pleafures were, how can a 
cynick impudence be confiftent with their en- 
joyment ? Will it ^not deprive that enjoyment 
of all its fweetnefti? WiU it not deface that 
image of perfection which reprefents the beloved 
objeft? Believe roe, my fnend, lewdnefs and 
love can never dwell together— r-they are incom- 
patible. On. the heart depends- the true happi- 
ncfs of thofe wholove; and where love is ab- 
fent, nothing can fupply its ]^ace. 

But, fuppofing ryou were fo unhappy as to^ 
be plcafed with fuch immodeft difcourfe, how 
could you prevail on yourfelf to make ufe of 
it fo indifcreetly, andaddrefs her vdio was fo 
dear to you, in a manner of which a virtuous 
man ought certainly to be ignorant ? Since 

when 
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vf;hen is it become delightful totMiA the objeft 
ofle Ipves ? and how barbarous is that plea£aae 
which delights in tormentiag others ? I have 
not forgotten thai I have forfeited the right I 
bad to be refpe6led : but if ever I fhould forget 
it, is it you that ought to rcmLad oie of it ? 
Does it belong to the author of my criroe to 
aggravate my puniftiment ? Ought he not rather 
to adminifter comfort? All the world may 
have reafon to defpife jae, but you have none* 
It is to you I owe the mortifying iituation to 
which I am reduced ; and furcly the tears I have 
Ihed for my we$;kttefs call upon you to alleviate 
my forrow. I am neither nice nor prudiih* 
Alas ! I am but tojo far from it^ I have uot 
been even difcrcet. You know too well, un-^ 
grateful as you are, that my fufceptible heart 
can refufe nothing to love. But, whatever I 
may yield to love, I will make no conceffious 
to any thing lefs ; and you have inftrufted V^Q 
too well in its language to be able to &ibftitute 
one fo different in its room. No terms of abufc^ 
nor even blows, could have infulted me mor^ 
than fuch demonftrations of kindnfcft. Either 
renounce Eloifa, or contimue to merit her 
efteem. I have already told yotu I know no 
love without modefty 5 and, how :much foever 
it may coft me to give up your!s, it will coft 
rae ftiil more to keep it at fo dear a prite# 

I have yet much to fay on this fub}eSt j but 

i muft here clofe my leuer, and defer it txj 

another opportunity. In the mean time, p^ay 

K a obfervp 
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cbferve one efFeft of your miftaken^ maxims r^* 
garding the immoderate ufe;^of wine. I am 
very, fenfible your heart isr not to blame ; but 
you have deeply wounded mine ; and, vi^ithout 
knowmgwhat y outdid/ afflifted a mind too 
eafily alarmed^riand- to which nothing is in- 
* different thatcomes from you. 



LETTER LI. 

TO £LOISA. 



»-JL HERE is not -^ a line in your letter that 
does not chill the blood kit my veins; and 
I can hardly be perfiiaded,'^ after twenty times 
reading, that it is addreffed to me. Who, I ? 
Can I have offended Eloifii ? Can I have pro- 
faned her beauties? Can' the idol of my foul, 
to whom every moment of my life I offer up my 
adorations — can fhe have been the objeft of my 
infalts? No, ! would have pierced this heart a 
thoufand times, before it fhould have formed fo 
barbarous a dejign. Alas ! you know but little 
of this heart, that flies to proftrate itfelf at your 
feet-^a heart anxious to contrive for th6t a new 
fpecies of homage, unknown to human beings. 
Ah! my Elotfa, you know thatheart but little, 
if you accufe it of wanting towards you the 
ordinary refpe6l which even a common love;r en- 
tertains for his miftrefs. — ^Is it poffiblc I can 
have been impudent and brutal ? I, who deteft 
the language of immodefty, and never in my 
life entered mto places where it is held ! But that 

I fhould 
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I fhould repeat fuch difcourfe to jrou; that I 
fhould aggi:aYate yourjuft indignation! Hadt 
been the. moft abandoned of men, had I fpent 
my youth in riot. and debauchery, had even a., 
tafte for fenfual and fliameful pleafures found a 
place in the heart where you refide, tell me^ 
Eloifa, my angel, te^U me, how was it poifible 
I could have betrayed before you that impu- 
dence, which no one can have but in the pre- 
fence of thofe who are themfelves abandoned 
enough to approve it. Ah, no ! it is impoffible* 
One look of your's had fealed my lips, and cor- 
re6ted my heart. Love would have veiled my 
impetuous defires beneath the charms of your 
modefty ; while in the fweet union of our fouls 
their own delirium only would have led the 
fenfes aftray. I appeal to your own teftimony, 
if ever, in the utmoft extravagance of an un- 
bounded paffion, I ceafed to revere its charming 
objeft. If I received the reward of my love, 
did I ever take an advantage of my happinefs, 
to do violence to your bafhfulnefs ? If the 
trembling hand of an ardent but timid lover hath 
fometimes pvefumed too far, did he ever with 
brutal.temerity profane your charms ? If ever an 
indifcreettranrportdrewafide their veil, though 
but for a moment, was not that of modefty ad 
foon fubftituted in • its place ? Unalterable a9 
the chskftity of your mind, the flame that glow$ 
ia mine can never change. Is not the afFeiling 
a<id tender union of our fouls fufficient to con^ 
ftitute our happinefs ? Does not in this alon^ 
K 3.. confift • 
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tontitt all the hatppinds of our lives > Hatvc ^re 
ft nfifh m know or tafte of arty other ?' Ahd 
canft thou conceive this enchantment can be 
Broken ? Sow was it poffible for me to forget 
in af moment all regard to chaftity, to our love, 
my honour, and that invincible reverence and 
Tefpeft which you mtrft always^ infpire, even in 
fhofc by wh<mtydu-are rtotatdore'd ? No; I can- 
not befievt it. Itwas^notltbatofl^ndcfdyod. I 
Aate not the leaft remembrance of it ; and, were 
I but one inftant culpiAle, Can it be that my ne* 
nwrfe (hould ever Icaive me ? No, Eloifli, fome 
^ demon, enviotts of happinefs too gfcat for at 
AMttal, has taken upoxtbim^my form, to deftroy 
my feFicity. 

Neverthdefs, I abjure, I deteft a crime whfcb 
1 muft have committed, (ince you arc my ac* 
eufcr,but in which my will had no part. Ho# 
4o I begin to abhor that fatal intemperance, 
•which once feemed to me favourable to the 
effufions of the heart, and which lias fo cruelly- 
deceived mine ! I have bound myfelf, therefore, 
by a folemn and irrevocable vow, to renounce 
wine from this day as a mortal poifon. Never 
fliall that fatstl liquor again touch my fips, be- 
reave me of my fenfes, or involve me in guilt t6 
trhich my heart is a ftranger. If I ever break 
this folemn row, n»ay the powers of love infli6l 
«n me the punifhmcnt I deferve ? May the image 
*f Eloifa that tnftant forfake my heart, and 
abandon it foy ever to iAdijaFeiencc and defparr. 

9^t^ 
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But, think not I mean to expiate 1117 crime 
by (o fligbt a mortification. This is_a precau- 
tion> and not a punifhment» It is from you 
I expefl that which I deferve ; nay, I beg it of 
yxm, to confole my afffifVion. Let offended love 
avenge itfelf, and be appeafed ; puniih without 
h-ating me, and I will fufTcr without murmur- 
ing. Be juft and fevere; it is neceffary, and I 
muft fubmit ; but if you would not deprive me 
of life, you muA not deprive me of your heart. 



Wi 



LETTER LIL 

FROM £ LOIS A. 



HAT} my friend renounce hk bottle 
for his miftrcfs! This is, indeed, a fa- 
crifice ! I defy any one to find me a man. in the 
four cantons more deeply in love than yoarfelf* 
Not but there may be found fome youftg frencbi* 
fied petit-maitres among us that drink water 
through affeftation i but yon are the firft Swift 
that ever love made a water-drinker, and ought, 
to ftand as an example for ever in the lover's 
chronicle of your country, I have even been 
informed of your abftincnt behaviour, and have • 
been much edified to hear that, being to fnp 
lad night with M; de Vueillerans, you faw fix 
bottles go round after fupper, without touching: 
a drop; and that you fpared your waier as 
little as your companions did their wine^ This 
ftate of ftlf-deniat and peaiteflQe, iiowever„. 

muft. 
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muft have lafted already three days, and in three 
.days you muft have abftaiaed from wine at leaft 
• for fix meals. Now, to the abftincnce for fix 
meals, obferved through fidelity, may be added 
fix others through fear, fix through fhame, Rtc 
through habit> and fix more through obftinacy. 
How many motives might be found to prolong, 
this mortifying abftinence, of which love alone 
will have all the credit ? But can love conde- 
fcend to pride itfelf ia a merit to which it hath no 
juft pretenfibns ? 

This idle raillery may poffiWy be as difagree- 
able to you, as^ your talk the other night was 
to mc : it is time, therefore, to ftop its career. 
You are naturally gf a fcrious turn, and I have 
perceived ere now that a tedious fcene of trifling 
hath heated you as much as a long walk ufualJy 
docs a fat man ;,but I take nearly the fame ven- 
geance of you as Henry the Fourth took of the 
Duke of Maine : your fovereign alfo will imitate 
the clemency of that beft of kings. In like 
manner, I am afraid left, by virtue of your 
contrition and excufes, you iTiould in the end 
make a merit of a fault fo fully repaired ;. I 
will, therefore, forget it immediately, left, by . 
deferring, my forgivenefs too lon^, it fliould be- 
come rather an ^ft of ingratitude than genero- 
fity. 

With regard to your refolution of renouncing 
your bottle for ever, it. has not fp much. weight, 
with me as perhaps you may imagine ; ftrong 
paffions think nothing of tliefe trifling facrifices,, 

and 
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snd love will not be fatisfied with gallantry*- 
There is befidcs moi^e of addrofe fometimes thaa 
refoliition, in making for the prefent moment an 
advantage of an uncertain futttrity,^ and in reap- 
ing before hand the credit of aft eternal abfti-, 
xience, which may be renounced at pleafure. 
But, my good friend, . is the abufe of every 
thing that is agreeable to the fenfes infeparable 
from the enjoyment of it ? Is druAkennefs ne- 
ceffarily attached to thetafte of wine? and is 
philofophy fo ccu«l, or fo ufelefs, as to offer no 
other expedient-to prevent the immoderate ufe 
of agreeable things^ than that of giving them up 
entirely?* 

If you keep true to your engagement, you dc- 
privotyourfelf of an innocent pleafure, and en- 
dang^r-yQur beakh in changing your manner of 
living: o» the other hand, if you break it, you 
commit a. double offence againltlove; artd even 
your honour will (land impeached. I will make 
ufe, therefore! on this occafion of my privi- 
lege ; and do not only reLeafe you from the ob- 
fervance of a vow, which is null and void^ as 
being made without my confent ; but do abfo- 
lutely forbid you to obferve it beyond the term 
I am going to prefcribe. On Thurfday next 
my Lord B — ^is to give us a concert. At 
the collation I will fend you a cup, about half 
full of a pure and wholefome ne6lar ; which it 
is my will and pleafure that you drink off in my 
prefence^ after having made, in a few drops^ 
an expiatory libation to the Graces. My peni- 
K 5 tent 
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tent is permitted afterwards to retam to tb^ 
fobcr ufe of wine, tempered with iht chrjrftal 
of the foantain; or as yoar hotfeft Plutarch h^ 
it^ Moderating the ardours of Bacehus^^ bjr a 
coMimimeatioi} with the nymphs. 

But to <Mir cOTftcrt ofirTaefday: thatbluw* 
derer Regianiifo had got it into hishe^d tba4r I 
dm already afble to fing att Italian air> and rfcn 
It duo with him. He i» delirotts that I flioutd 
try it with yoti, in- order to fhow off bi^ two 
feholars together ; bnt there are certain tet^Kiet 
paffages in it daiigerous to fing before a. ftiother,. 
when the heart is of the party: it wotild Be 
better, therefore, to defer this trial of our fkill 
to the firft concert we have at our coufin'*s. I 
aFftribotfe the facility with which I h«ive ac- 
tjttired a tafte for the ItaKart ftmfic to that which 
jHry brother gave me for their pottty: a«d for 
which f have been fo- well prepared by you, tha^ 
X perceive eafily the cadenfce of the verfe t aftd^ 
if 1 may brfieve Regianino, have already a to^ 
lerable motion of the true aveettf. I now begirt 
every leffon by reading fome paffafges of Taffb^ 
<jr fome fcene of Metaftatio; after thi*, he 
l»akes me repeat and accompany the recitatite^ 
fotbat 1 feem to contirme reading or peaking 
AS the while ; which I am^ pretty certaiff eouM 
*etcr be «he cafe iit the French mttfie. After 
Aid 1 pra^ife, in regular time, iSictxprtAon of 
fyoe and equal tones t aw e^terdfe which the 
Hcftfe I had been acctrftomcrf to retfdered djf&. 
«dft cAongh. At length we pafe oa t<r ^^ a*r> 

whercia 
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'wherein he dctnonftrates that the juftncfs and 
flexibility of iht voi^t, the patbeiic expreffion, 
the force and beauty of cyeryvpaxtj are naturally 
afFeftcd by the fvreefnefs of themdody and pre- 
cifion of the meafure ; . infomuch thai what ap- 
peared at firft the moft difficult to learn need 
hardly be taught me« The nature of the mufic 
is fo well adapted to th^ foHnd of the language, 
and of fo refined ajnodulauon^ that one need 
only hear the bafe, and know bow to fpeak, to 
decypber the melody. In. the lultan mufic aU 
the paffioAs have diftinSt and ft tong expreffions ; 
4ifeftly contrary to the drawling, disagreeable 
tones of the French, it is always fweet and; 
eafy, and at the fame time lively and affeSing | 
its fmalleft efforts produce the greateft eflfe6ls» 
In fbort, I find that this mufic elevates the 
foul, without tearing the lungs, which is jijfl 
the mufie I want. On Tucfday then, my 
dear f>*>end^ my - preceptor, . my penitent, my 
apoftle, alas!, what are your not to me? Ah^ 
-why fhould there^beonly one title wanting ! 

JP. S4 — ^Do you: know there is f<Mnetalk of 
fttch another agrceabfe patty on the water, aa 
-wett»de twa years ago, . in company with poor 
ChalFiot ? How.inodeft was iben my fubtle pre- 
ecptor ! How he trerafeled when he handed mo 
out of die boat ! Ab, tto hypocrite ! How 
{veatly clntfigett iaf lie f . 
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LETTER LUX. 

FR9M ELOISil. 

X H U S every thing confpires to difconcertr 
out fchemes, every thing difappoints our hopes^ 
every thing betrays a paflfch which heaven 
ought to fanftify ! And are vre always to be the* 
fport of fortune, the unhappy vi6Kms of dehiSve- 
cxpeftation ! Shall wc ftilt pairt in purfuit of 
plbafure, without ever attaining it ? Thofe rrup- 
tiak, which were fo impatiently expefled, were* 
firft to have been celebrated a^ Clarens ; but the 
bad weather oppofed it, and the ceremony was* 
performed iit town-: however, we had ftill 
fome hours of a private interview; but we were 
fo clofely befet by officious importunity, that i^ 
•was impoflible for us both to efcapc at the fame 
ihftant. At laft a favourable- opportunity oiFets, 
but we are again difapp(M.nted by the cruellefb 
of mothers, and that which ought to have becn^ 
jthe moment of eur felicity went near ta have 
proved our deftruftion, Neverthelefs, I am fo 
far from being difmayed by thefe numberlcfs 
ol?ftacles, that they ferve but to infiame vwf 
Tcfolution. I know not by what new powers I 
am animated, but I feel an intrepidity of foul- 
to which I have been hitherto ignorant; and 16 
you areinfpired with the fame Ipirit, this even-* 
ing> this very evening, I will perform my pre^ 
Biifes, and difcbaxge at once aU the. obligations 

of love. 

Weigh. 
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Weigh this affair maturely, and confider welt 
at what rate you eftimateyour Vifti for the ex- 
pedient I am going to propofe may probably 
lead us to the grave. If thoU art afraid, read no 
farther 5 but if thy heart fhrinks iu> more at the 
point o£a fword than formerly at the precipice 
of Mcillerie, mine fhares the danger^ aird hcfi-^ 
tates no longer.. Be attentive !' 

Bab," who generally lies in my» chamber, has 
been ill thefe three days, and though I offered 
to attend he^, (he is removed in/pite of me; but 
a§ {he is now fomcwhat be tter,poffibly to-morrow 
{he may return. The ftair» whicli^ead to my mo- 
ther's apartment and m.ine areat fome dillahce 
from the room. where they fup, and, at th'atiauri 
the reft of the houfe,, except tie kitehen^ is en- 
tirely uninhabited. The dajrknefs of the night 
will then favour yoursp^oDgrefs through the ftreets 
without. the Leaft- rifle of being obferved,. and 
you are' not unacquainted with the houfcfc. 

I believe! have faid enough to>be underftbodk 
Come this afternoon- to Fanny's; I will there 
explain the reft, and give the neceffary inftruc- 
tionsrt but if that fhould.be impoffible, you- will 
find them in writing, in the old place, to winch 
I confign this^letter^ . The fubje<ft is too impor- 
tant to be trufted witjb arty pearfoi^ living. 

04 I fee the violent palpitation of yjour hcarti 

' How I feel your tranfports ! No, no, my charm* 

ing friend,, we will.not quit this Ihor* exigence 

without having tafted happinefs. Yet^ remember 

' that the fatal mome£i^ is environed with the hor- 

10X5 
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Tors of death ! That the. way to blifs 13 eitiremtlf 
hazardous, >t» durationiu)! of penk^ and yoiiir 
letTcat beyond mearure dangerous ; , that if w« 
aredifcpl^redi weare inetttably loft^ and that to 
ptevem it fortunemuftbe u&cosE^only ittdnlgem. 
Let v» not: deceive ourfelVes : I know myv father 
too \(^eU tc doubt that he wouM net inftantly 
pierce your heart> <wr that ct en I fhottld niOi;be* 
the furft viAitft;ta hia revenge^ for cercak^ he 
-wouU Aow me no mercy^ nor indeed can yoa. 
iMtgine tbad: I would lead yoie into dangdf^ l^t. 
ivhicb.Imyftlf were n6t expofed^ 

Remensbery alfd^, thart you are not to hstve the 
kacft dependence on your courage ; /it mil n<>t 
bear a febought: I even charge you very exp^cfely,» 
Uf come entirely twaarraed ;. fo that your imrepi* 
dlty vwllatail yott nothing. li we are fofprifed, 
F an irefqlved to throw iwyfdf into your asms, to- 
grafp you to-my heart> and th^is; to receive the • 
mortal blow^idiat they may part us upO' more I fov 
ShM my. exit be the h«ppieft moment of my fife. 

Yet I hope a mildcif fate awaits us :,wc forely 
defer veil ; and fortune mtift at laft grow weary: 
df hcrinjaftke.. Com^, then, thou ^y of my. 
beai'e> life of my life^ c^me imd be re^irnited to 
tbyfelf. Come> under the aufptces of )ove> and 
receive Ae- re ward of diy ob^dlenee and thy fa* 
cri£fe«sr« O^ come and coaifefd^ even in ihe bo« 
fsm of pteafure, that frdm the «t6k>«r of heai^ca * 
fHM€4 'M gtesn^ft d^B^«i.< 

* 
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LETTER UV^ 

to ZL6f$l.. 

J\ M I then ^tnv^d ]r-^hmf my heart ffiit«» 
texB \tk ei^ering tbyi afyhtm^. of \me\ Ye$^ 
Eloifay I aiB: actw iiryonr ck4et: I sm in the 
fan^laajy of nty foirFs wimwd^ The torch of 
love lighted mf ftepsy and I ptffed through th« 
houfe unperceive d ■ . D eKghtful manfioiif 
happf place !. ottce the fcene of t^nder»ers and 
infant love fupprcfled L Tbefe confcious ^/talls 
have feei» my gronimg, my f«ce*6fu! pdSbo^ 
and will now a^ feoond time behold if etowneci 
with blife :: wiinefe of my eteriwl eonftaiicy, be 
Mintnefs alfo of my happinefis^ and coecealr^ fo^ 
ever the tranfports of the moft faithful aitd mod 
iotinntte of men^ 

Howcha/ftMg i^ the pisee 6t eonceahnentl 
Ever/ thing aroand me ferve» to inflame th^ 
ardoiit of my pafllon^ OEMftt^ thi$ deKghlfat 
fpot is full of thee, and my defires Ikre kindled 
by every footllep of chine- Etery fenfe hat 
once int oieicated trith hnagSnary hWi* Am $il* 
moft im-perceptibfe fweetnefs, more exquifittf 
than the fcent of the rofe^ and more volatile 
than that of the Iris, cidiales from every para 
I faftcy I hear the delightful fonnd of yowt 
toke. Every part of yonr fcirttered drtfy piW 
fcnt^ to my gltming imagiitation the chinM 
h has concealed. That Kgjif headMreft* 

"which 
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■which IS adorned by thofe bright locks itr' 
affe6b to hide ; that fimple elegjunt' defliabille^ 
which difplays fo well the taffe of the wearer ^ 
thofe pretty flippers^ that fit fo. eafily-on your 
little feet; thefe ftays> which encircle and 
embrace your (lender Heavens, whai a 
charming fhape ! how the top of the ftoma* 
cher is waved in two genrie curves— luxurious 
fight ! the whalebone has yielded to their im- 
preffion ! — > delicious impreffion ! let me de- 
vour it with kiffes l O (Jods ! how fhalL 

I be able to bear? — Ahf mcthinks I feel al- 
ready a tender heart beat foftly under my hap- 
py hand ! Eloifa, my charming Eloifa, I fee, 
I feel thee at every pore We now breathe the. 
feme air. How thy delay inflames and tor- 
laients me! My impatience is ihfupportable.. 
O, come, fly, Ek)ifa> fly to my arms, or 
I am undone ! How fortunate it was to find: 
pen^ iiik, and, pamper! By expreffmg what 
I feel> I moderate my ecftacy, and give as 
turn to my tranfports, by attempting to de^ 
fcribe them. 

Ha J I hear a noife Should it be^ her in- 
human father ! — I do not think myfelf a cow- 
ard but death would terrify me juft now. 

My del^air would be equal to the ardour which 
confumes m^. Grant. me» good heavejn, but 
one »ioi:e rhour to live, and I refign the remain- 
der pf my life to thy. utmoft rigoun What im^ 
patience ! what fears !. what cruel palpitation .1 
Ah I the door ^pens ]. It is {he ! it is Eloifa ! I 

fee 
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fee her enter the chamber atid lock the door* 
My heart, my feeble heart, finks under itsagU 
tations. Let me recover myfelf, and gather 
ftrength to fupport the blifs that overwhelms mc» 



LETTER LV: 

TO ELOISA. 

yj H ! let us die, my fweet friend ! let us die> 
thou beft beloved of my heart ! How fhall we 
hereafter fupport an infipid life, whofe pleafures 
we have already exhaufted ? Tell me, if thou 
canft, what I experienced laft night : give me an 
idea of a whole life fpent in the fame manner, 
or let me quit an cxiftence which has nothing 
left that can equal the pleafures I have enjoyed-' 
I had tafted blifs, and formed a conception of 
tappinefs. But, alas ! I had only dreamt of 
true pleafure, and conceived only the happinefs 
of a child ! My fenfes deceived my unrefined 
heart; I fought fupreme delight' in their gratifi- 
cation-; and I find that the end of fenfual plea- 
fures is but the beginning of mine* 0,tho» choice 
mafter-piece of nature's w^orks ; divine Eloifa t 
to the ecftatic poifeffion of whom, all the tranf- 
ports^of the moft ardent paffion hardly fufficef 
Vet it is not thofe tranfports I regret the moft. 
Ah I no : deny me, if it muft be fo, thofe in- 
toxicating favours, for the enjoyment of which, 
ueverthelefs, I would die a thoufand deaths, but 
Teftorc me all the blifs which does not depend on 
them, and it will abundantly exceed them. Re- 

ftoiiC 
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ftore me that intimate connexion of fouls, whicli 
yott firft taught me to know, and have fo well 
hifti-ufted me to tafte. Reftorc to me that de- 
lightful languor, accomplifhed by the mutual 
efFufions of the heftrt* Rcftore to me that en- 
chanting fluraber that liilkd me in ^y our bread ! 
Reftore to me the yet more delicious momenu 
when I awoke; thofe interrupted fighs, thofe 
melting tcars^ thofe kifics fl'Owlyj. fvreetly im* 
preffed in voluptuoua knguiQuaent ; let me heair 
thofe fofty thofe tender complaints, amongft 
whofe gentle mormars you^preiTed faclofe thofe 
hearts which were made fwr each other. 

Tell me^ Eloifftj^ you, who ought from your 
own fenfiWlity to judge fo well of mine, do you 
think I ever tafted real love before ?- My feelings 
are greatly changed fince yefterday ; they feem 
to have taken a lefs impetuous turn ; but rai^ore 
agreeable, more tender, , and mofe delightful. 
Do you remember that whole hour we fpent, in 
calmly taking over the ckcumftances of our 
lorve, and of the fearful confequences of what 
i^ight happen . liereafter,t by which the prefent 
totoment was made the more jntcrefting ? That 
fliort hour in which a fliglrt apprehenfion of fu- 
ture fotrrow rendered our con«erfatioa the more 
affe^ing. . I wa3 tranquil, and yet was near my 
Eloifa* I adored Ixer, but, my defires were 
calm. I did not even, think of any other fell- 
eity than to perceive your face clofe to mine, ta 
fcel your breatfr on my cheek, and your arm 
about my neck. Wiiat a pleafing tranquillity 

prevailed 



E V O Jr B A. 23i 

prerjiJIed bvcT ^llmy fijrtfe I Hov^ refitted, how 
lading, hdW eoriflfant tbe delight I The nrrnd 
poffeffed all the plearure of enjoyment, nottno- 
mentary, but durable. WJiat a difference is there 

. between the impetuouaf falliei df appetite, atid a 
fituation fo caltfrand delightful f It is the firft 
time! have experienced it in your prefence; 

. and judge df the? extraordinary change it had 
effe6ted. That h<mr I fliall ever think the hap* 
pieft of my life, a» it ii the only one v^hich 1 
could m(h fhould have been prolonged to eteiv 
nity. Tell me, then, Eloifa, did I not love yoa 
before, or have I ceafed to love you fincere ? 
If I ceafe to love you I What a doubt is that I 

' Do I ceafe to exift, or does not my life depend 
more on the heart of Eloifa than^ my otm ! I 
feel, I feel you are a thoufand titties more deaf 
tome than ever; and I find mjffelf enabled^, 
from the flumber of my defires, to love yoa 
ihore tenderly than before. My fentimcnts^, it 
is true, are lefs paffionate, but they are mora 
affeflionate, and are of a different kind : with- 
out lofing any thing of their force, they are 
multiplied ; the mildnefs^ of friendfliip moderates 
the eactravagance of lofie ; and I can hardly con* 
ccive any kind erf" attachment wbieh does not 
unite me to you, O, my charming miftrefs f my 
wife J my fifter ! nify friend } By what name thall 1 
expref* what I feel, after having exhaufted all 
thofa which are dear to the heart of man ? 

Let me now confefs ^ fufpicion which, to my 
fhame and morfificatiotK, Ibave oitertAined; "n 

is 
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is that you arc more capable of love than myfelfl 
Yes, myEloifa, it is on you that my life, myr 
being depends : I revere you with all the facul- 
ties of my foul ; but your's contains more of. 
love, I fee, I feel, that love hath penetrated 
deeper into your heart than mine. It.is,th3.tv. 
which animates your charms, which prevails in* 
your diicourfe, which gives to your eyes that 
penetrating fwectnefe, to your voice, fuch mov-. 
ing accents ; it is that which your prefence alone, 
imperceptibly com^iunicates to the hearts of 
others, the tender emotions^ . of your own*. 
Alas! how far am I from!iuch an independent- 
ftate of love! — I feek the enjoyment, and you 
the love, of the^ beloved obje6l:^ — ^I am tranfport- 
cd, and you^namoured.; not all my tranfports 
are equal. to your lahguifbingloftnefs; and it is 
in fuchif^nfations as your's only, that-fupreme 
felici^> confiftsk It is but fince yeilcrday that- 
I have known fuch refined pleafure. You have- 
l^fe;«ie fomething of that inconceivable charm- 
pecuJiair to yourfelf ; and I am perfuaded that, 
your-fweet breath hath. infpired me with a iiew 
foul. Hafte,, then, I conjure you, to complete, 
the work you Jiave begun. . Take from, me alU 
that remains of mine, and give me a foul en- 
tirely your's^ N,o, . angelia beauty,. celeftiaL ' 
maid, no fentimems bnt /uoh asi your's xan do 
bpnpur to your charms.x Yc>u alone.arft worthy, 
to infpire a perfed paffion; you alone are ca-n 
pable of feeling it. Ah! give mtyour heart, 
wy Eloifaj, thfe I may love you as you deferye. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LVI. 

FROM CLARA TO ELOISA. 

JL Have a pi^ce of information for my dear 
coufin, in which fhe will find herfelf a little 
interefted. Laft aight there happened an af- 
fair between your friend and Lord B— — which 
may poffibly become ferious. Thus it was, a3 
I had it from Mr. Orbe, who was prefent, and 
who gave me the following Account this morn- 
ing^.— 

Haying fupped with his lordfliip, -and enter- 
tained themfelvcs for a couple of hours with their 
iTiufic, th«y fat down to ct\at and drink punch. 
Your friend drank only one fingle glafs mixed 
with water. The other two were not quite fo 
fober ; for though JVtr. Orbe declares he was not 
touclied, I intend to give him my opinion of 
that matter fome other time. You naturally 
bccaxhe the fubjeft of their converfation ; for 
you know this Englifliman can talk of nobody 
clfc. Your friend, who did not much relifh 
his lordfhip*s difcourfe, feemed fd little oblijged 
to him for his confidence, that aUaft my lord, 
flufhed with liquor, ail(t- piqued at the coldnefs 
of his manner, dared to tell him, in, complain- 
ing of your indifference,' that'it was not Co ge- 
neral a'S might be imagined, and that thofe who 
were filent had lefs«Teafon. to complain. Ytm 
know your frienid^s' impetuofity : he inftantly 
took fire, repeated the words with great warmth 

and 
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and infult, which drew upon him th^irV, Unci 
they both flew ^to their fwords, J[*ord B— — , 
who was half feas K)ver, in running gave his 
ancle a fudden^wift %rhich ^obliged him to ftag-^ 
cer 'to a chair. Mis leg bcjgan imipaediatoly t^ 
Iweli, *nd this more effeftually appeafcd their 
wrath than all Mr. Orbe's intierpofition. 3ut as 
he^ontinucd attentive to what paffed, he pb- 
ferved your friend, in going out, approach his 
lordfhip, and heard him wbifper i ^* As Jbon as 
you are able to taalk, you ivill let me know it^ or I 
JhaUtaie care to inform myfelp^ — '* Xou need not 
give yourfdf thai trouble (faid the other, with a 
contemptuous fmile) you JhaJl know it time 
enougK'^ — ^« Wejhallfee^' returned your friend, 
and left the room. Mr. Orbe, when he delivers 
this letter, will tell you more particularly. It 
is your prudence that muft fuggeft the means of 
ftifling this unlucky affair. In the mean time, 
the beare^ waits your commands, and you may 
depend on his feci^efy. 

Pardon me, my dear, my friend fhip forces 
me to fpeak: I am terribly apprehenlivc on your 
account. Your attachment can never continue 
long concealed in this fmall town \ it is induced 
a ibiraculous piece of good fortune, confidering 
It is now two years fii>ce it began, that you are 
not already the public talk of the place. But it 
will very foon happen, if you are not extremely 
cautious. I am conyinced your ch^rafler would 
long fince have fuffered, if you had been lefs ge- 
nerally beloved; but the people are fo univerfally 

prejudiced 
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prqudiccd . 'm your favour,- that xio one darca to 
fpeak ill of you, for fear of being djfcredited and 
defpifed, Nev^rtbeiefs, evejy thing muft have an 
end ; and much I feir that your myftery draws 
near its period. I have great reafon to apprehend 
that Lord B ■■■■ ^ 3 fufpicions proceed from fome 
difagreeable tales he has heard. Let me intreat 
you to think ferioufly of this affair. The watch- 
man^ has been heard to fay, that, fome time 
ago, he law your friend come out of your houfe 
at five o'clock in the morning. Fortunately he 
himfelf had early intelligence of this report, 
and found means to filence the fellow ; but what 
fignifies fuch filence.? It wrill ferve only to con- 
firm the reports that will be privavfly whifpered 
to all the worid. Befides, your mother's fuf- 
picions are daily increafing. You remember her 
frequent hints. She has feveral times fpoke to^ 
me in fuch ferious terms, that if fhe did not dread 
the violence of your father's temper, I am cer- 
tain fhe would ^ready have opened her mind to 
him ; but fhe is confcious that the blame would 
fall chiefly on berfelf. 

It is impoffible I fhould repeat, it too often; 
think of your fafety before it be too late. Prevent 
thofe growing fufpicions which nothing %ut his 
abfence can difpel: and, indeed, ^to be.fincere 
with you, under what pretext can he be fuppofed 
to continue here ? Poflibly, in a few weeks more 
his removal may be^to no purpofe. If the leaft 
circumftance (hould reach .your father's ear yoii 
will have caufeno tremble at the indignation of 

an 



n^o E L O I S A. 

an old oflEcer, fb tenacious of the honour of hk 
family, and at the petulance of a Violent youth. 
But we muft firft endeavour to terminate the af- 
fair with Xrord B— — , for it were in* vain to at- 
tempt to pcrfuade your friend to decamp, till 
that is in (bme fhape^ccompliihed. 



LETTER LVII. 

%ROM ELOISA. 

jL Have been informed, my friend, of what has 
pafTed betweca you and my Lord B-^ — ; and 
from a pcrfeft knowledge of the faA, I have 
a mind to difcufs the affair, and give you my 
opinion of the conduft you ought to obferve oa 
this occafion, agreeably to the fentiments you 
profefs, ahd of which I fuppofe you do not make 
only an idle parade. 

I do not concern myfclf whether you are 
flcilled in fencing, nor whether you think your- 
felf capable of contending with a man who is 
famous all over Europe for his fuperior dexterhy 
in that art, having fought five or fix times in his 
Kfe, and always killed, wounded, or difarmed 
his man. I know that in fuch a cafe as your's, 
people confult not their fkill, but their courage; 
and that the fafhionable method to be revenged 
of a man who has infulted^you, is to let him run 
you through the body- But, let us pafs over 
this wife -maxim ; you will tell me -that your 

honour 
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Ronour ftnd mine are dearer ^to you than life. 
This, therefoTe, is the principle on which we 
muft reafon. 

To begin with what immediatdy concerns 
y6urfclf. Can yon c^er make it appear m what 
fcfpefSl you were perfonally offended by a con- 
-veriation that related fdlely to mef We fliall 
fee prefen tiy whether you ought, on ftrch an oc- 
-cafion, to take my caufe upon yooffetf: in th« 
mean time, you cannot but allow that the quar- 
rel was quite foreign to your own honour in par- 
ticular, unlefe you are to take the ftrfpicion of 
being beloved by me as an affront, I muft own 
you have been infultcd; but then it was affte^ ' 
having begun* the^uarrel yourfelf by «n atro- 
-cious affront; and, as I have had frequent op- 
portunities, from the many military people in 
our family, of hearing thefe horrible queftlons 
debated, I am not to learn that one outrage com- 
mitted in return to another does not annul th6 
firft, and that he Who receives the firft infult is 
the only petfoil offended. It is th^fame In this 
cafe, as in a rencounter, Where nheaggrelTor is 
-only in faulf : he who wounds Or kills another 
in his own defence, is not confidered as being 
Vguilty of murfher. 

To com6 now to myfelf; we witi agree that 
t was infulted by the converfatioA of my Lord 
'B- — , although he faid no more of me than he 
might juftify. Uut do you know vvhat you are 
caboiit in defending my caufe with fo much 
warmth and indifcretion ? You aggravate his in* 

Vol. I, • X fultsi 
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fults; you prove that he was in the right'; you fa- 
crifice my honour to the falfe pundilios of your's, 
and defame your miftrefs, to gain at moft the 
reputation of a good fword^-man. Pray, tell me 
what affinity there is between your manner of 
juftifying me and my realrjuftificrftion ? Do. you 
think that to engage in my behalf with fo much 
heat is any great proof that there ^re noxon- 
nexions between us? And that it is fuflficient to 
fhow your couragt^, tO' convince the world you 
ardnot my lover? . JBe-aflured, my Lord B — 's 
infinuations ^re ]^fs injurious to me than your 
condu6}:. -Jt is you alone who tak-e upon your- 
felf, bythis buftlf, topublifhand coniirm them. 
He may, perhaps, turnjifide the point of your 
fword in the conflict; but neither n>y*reputation, 
nor perhaps my life, can be fecured againft the 
•f^tal blow which your ralh duel wiH- give them. 

iXhefe reafons are. too folid to admit of a re- 
gpiy; buti forefee you will oppofe cuftom to 
^Tcafon; you.will tell me there is a fatality in 
fqme things, which hurries us away in fpite of 
ourfelves : that a man is in no cafe whatevef to 
fufFer th^ lie to be given him; and that, when 
an affair is gone to a certain length, it is impof- 
lible to avoid fighting or infamy. W« will ex- 
amine into the validity of this argument. 

Do not you remember a diflinSion you once 
^ade, on a very important occafion, between real 
and apparent honbur? Under which of thcfe 
claflfes fliall we rank that in queflion ? For my 
part, I cannot fee that it will even admit of a 

doubt* 
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doubt. What comparifon is there between tlie 
glory of cutting* another's throat, aXid the tefti- 
raony of a good confcience ? and of what impor- 
tance is th€ idle opinion of the world, fet in 
competition with true honour, ^hofe foundation 
is rooted in the h-eart ? Can we be deprived of 
virtues^we really poffefs byfalfe afpqrfions rof 
Oilumny ? Does the infult of a rdritnk^ti nuan 
prove fuch infults defcrved ? Or does the h^our 
of the tirtubus and prudentlie at the m/?rcy of the 
firft brute or blockhead he meets ? Will yon teU 
mt that fighting ^ dud fhowsfi n^^p t& hayecjou- 
rage, and that this is fufficient to> eifece thfe diA- 
Imhour, and prevent the r^pr^achdue to *1I ether 
rices ? I would aik you, what kiad of Jiojaoiir x^n 
dictate fuch a decifioh? Orwhat arguflientsjuf* 
tify it ? On fuch principles a fcoundrel Eieed OD^f 
to fight, to become a man of probity : the aflVr- 
tions of a liar become tr«e when they ace main- 
tained at the point of the fwordi and> if you * 
Mere even accufed of killing a man, you have 
only to kill a fecond, to prove the aceufation falfe. 
Thus virtue, vice, honour, . infamy, truth, aaid 
falfehood, all derive their exlfteace from the 
'event of adud: a fencmg-fchool is ; the ohiy 
court of juftice; there is no other law than 
■violencei no other argument than murther :- ajl 
the reparation due to the infclted, is to kiy tbe«; 
atfid every ofFenfets et[ually.waftied away by the 
hlood of the offender pr-^h^. o^nded* -If wolves 
-tliemfelve^xoukl'.i^'eafQft, would .they entcrtaiai 
-•^^ims.morc inhuttin than>thefi^ ? Ju^ge ydur^ 
La felf. 
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felf, from iht Rinxiwn you ate kh trhethcrl «c* 
aggetate tbcir abfuf dhy . What is it you refent? 
That th^ lie hks^ been giv€i> yo«^ on an occifiott 
whef ein. yott a6ttially^ft€Pted a falfehood. D^ 
you intend to d^roy the trttth, by kiftkng Wm 
you wculd punMh foT'^havingt4)l3d iti Do yotfc 
60nftd«fr thas itt-Tifting^th* lucc^fe of 2k AtieU 
you call hfaven4*o wrlff<:f«r'thfe tmth of a He, and 
htfpioiiflyliiAthefiiJpremte cKfpofer «f ereatg 
iiipjJ'Oi* th« eaiJfVof injuftUte, Jttfid gmthe tri- 
u»j)h-to fktfelioorf? ^bo^sftotfucfe abfnrdicf 
fluwk y4ft«a ?• Boesmet fuch iiri^iietiy i&ake yo« 
ffiadder >- '^66d God!' ^bat a. vtsretcbcd fcnfc 
•f honotiy fe'that, wWeh U teft afrartdof Tia 
than reproach ; and wiUaot pcimh that anotter 
flwmtd gite na t!ie lie, which owr o^m hearts 
had gJvetf a« before^ ? 

T>^ yott, -who MrouM have ^et^ry ^rne profit by 
their rradittff, make wft of yoar's: fee if you can 
find ono i*nftanee of a dhaHcnge being given, 
^«h«iiifh« wotMabottJid^d wkh heroes ^ Bid the 
mbft valiant men of a«tiqiMty eter think «rf re- 
-^icxguig pinvate ir^uries by perfcnal combat ? 
Did Cjefar fenda ehaIIengcto>€ffto,- or Pomp^ 
to CBefiii?, inxonfecfirence of tlifcit many reel prwaA 
affronts? ot Dra« &kt grea^ft warriidr of Greece 
difgraced, b^aufeh^p«t up iwth tbe^breais of 
temg cudgdted^' Kfemi€i«5 I know^ change 
with the times; but afe they att equally eom^ 
nend«lbfe^ O^ is it tmtef^nabJe to eiu|uiire 
wh«Ui€f thoft^of anytirtfes mt agt^^tble to the 
4i<Stoe$, ^ tme^h^ouir ? Tkbis n^'oC a fickle 

or 
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cm: cfaansetible natnues iiue bott^^r does not <de* 
pettd Oft tinftcy pl«ee> op parejwdicci it can ocitfaer 
be anQihiUtect> nor geQ?er^<id.an«\r;.b«H ha« us 
tonftant foarce in the heart of tfie wtttous maa, 
aad in the uaaltetrable ruks of hia G<mdu&» If 
the mQ&enlightened, the moft brave, the moft 
Tiituous peopie upon earth had na dntb; I mil 
.loentcire to declare it fi0taBiDftll]itionH>f ^ronoiir, . 
iMfti a horrid and fetvage ouftooi^ nrprtl^y its bar- 
baroas ofigiti^ It remains for yputo.detenmne 
whether, wheithis owniife, or that of another, 
fe in qtteftion, a nmnof penliiohiBiT is to ise go- 
verned by the mode, or if it be Aot« greater in- 
flance of traecQaragc^te TffiA th^airfuard tyrwi- 
nj of cuftom, than tamely to fabmit to ife» What 
would be youT opinion of a man who flhomld re- • 
gulate his coBduft by the mcde^ in: places ^hei»c 
di^reAtciftftomsaree&ablHhed?' AtMeffioaor 
Naples he itvo«dd not challenge his man, but 
wait for him at the - comer of a ilreet^ and Sti^b 
bim in the back. This is called hrayeryinthofe 
countries^ . \rhere honoar confifia in-kilBng your 
enemy, and not in. being killed by^ him yourfelf. 
Bftm^seythtUi of confoimding thciacred mame of 
honour witife that barbarDUSprcjBctice, wMefa fcib- 
}t6\$ every virtue to the decifion of the fword, 
and is only adapted tom^ke men diring-Ytilains ! 
Will it be faid this cuftom may he made ufe of as 
a fupplcment to the rate pf probity? Wherever 
probity prevails is riot fuch a^^ppl^mentufeleia?^ 
4Lad .^I'litt fhall be iaid to the man wh^ eiipo^s 
iiiaiile'iii^otdf r to b^ rKcmptod from i^fig Tif' 
^ ^ L 3 taous?*^ 
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tuoud? Do yop not kt that the crimes, which 
fliame and a fenfe of honour have not prevented, 
are fcrccned and multipHed by a falfe Ihame, 
and the fear of reproach ? It is this fear which 

-makes men hypocrites and liars: it is this which 
makes them embrue their hands in the blood of 

.theii: friends, for an idle word, which ought to 
be forgotten, or for a merited reproach, which 
they ought patiently to fuffer. It is this which 
transforms the abufed and fearful maid into an 
infernal fury: it is this which arms the hand of 
the mother againft the tender fruit of — ^I fhud- 
der at the horrible idea, and gire thanks at leaft 
to that Being who fearcheth the heart, that he^ 
hath banifhed far from mine a fenfe of that dia- 
bolical honour, which infpires nothing but 
wickednefs, and mak^s humanity tremble. 

Look into yourfelf, therefore, and conlider 
whether it be permitted you to make a deliberate 
attempt on the life of a man, and expofe your's 
to fatisfy a barbarous and fatal notion, which 
lias no foundation in reafon or nature, Confider 
whether tlie fad reflexion of the blood fpilt on 

. fuch occafions can ceafc to cry out for vengeance 
on him who has fpilt it. Do you know any 
crime equal to wilful murthcr ? If humanity alfo 
be the bafis of every virtue, what muft be 
thought of the man whofe blood-thirfty' and 
depraved difpofition prompts him to feck the life . 

* o£his fellow-creature ? Do you remember what 

• you hav« yourfelf faid to me, againll eaapvpian- 
- to foreignfcrvice ? Have you forgot tti'v irfeood 
^t ' > ' citizen 
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citizen owes his life to his country, and has not 
a right to difpofe of it, without the permiffion 
of its laws, and much lefs in dirc6l oppoiition 
to them ? O, my friend, if you have a finccre 
regard for virtue, learn to purfue it in its ovyn 
way, and not in the way of the world. I will 
own fome flight inconvenience may arife from it; 
but is the word virtue no more to you than an 
empty found ? and will you praftife it only when 
itcofts you no trouble ? I will alk, however, in 
what will fuch inconvenience confift ? In the 
whifpers of a fet of idle or wicked people, who 
feek only to amufe themfelves with the misfor* 
tunes of others, and have aly^^ays fome new tale 
to propagate. A pretty motive triply, to en-^ 
gage men to cut each other's throats ! If the 
philofopher and man of fenfe regulate their be- 
haviour, on the moft itnportant occafions of life, 
by the idle talk of the multitude, to what pur- 
pofe is all their parade of ftudy, when they are at . 
laft no better than the vulgar? Dare you not 
facrifice, your refentmeot to duty, to cftecm, to 
friendfliip, for fear it fhould be faid you are 
afraid of death ? Weigh well thefe circum- 
ftances, my good friend, and I am convinced 
you will find more cowardice in the fear of that 
reproach than in the fear of death. The brag« 
gard, the coward, would, at all hazards, pafs 
for brave men, 

Ma Hteract vahr, B^n ehe neghtfo, 
M* diftftejfo afefreggio ajfai cbiaTO 

Hut real valour, howCdc'er ncglc<ftcd. 

Is ftill the feme, and from tfTrdots refpeded. 

He 
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He who afFciSs to meet death without feaV i^^ 
z liar. All men fear to die ; it is a law with all 
fenfible beings, without which every fpecies of 
nnortals would foon be deftroyed. This fear is 
the fimple emotion of mature, and that not in 
itfclf indifferent, but juft, and conforn^able to 
the order of things. All that r^nder^ itfhantte* 
ful, or blameable, is, that it may fometimes pre- 
T^ent us from doing good, and the proper dif- 

- charge of our duty. If cowardice were no ob- 
ftacle to virtue it would ceafe to be a vice* 
Whoever is more attached to life than to hia 
duty, I own, eannot be truly virtuous; but caj9- 
you, whey pique youa felf on a6liog rationally, 
explain to me what fort pf liaerit there is in 
braving death in order to be guilty of a crime ^ 
Bnify taking it for granted that a man expofea 
himfelf tb contempt in tcfufing a challenge ; 
which contempt is »oft to be feared, that of 
others for doing right, or that of ourfelves for 
having a^ed wrpng ? Believe me, he who has a 
proper efteem for himfelf, is little fenfible to the 
luijuft reproach caft on him by crthers,-ahd is 
only afraid of deferving it. Probity and virtue 
depend not on the opinion of the world, but (m 
the nature of things;; and though all mankind 
(hould approve of the adion you are about, it 
would not be kfs ftiameful in itfelf. But it i^ 
a falfe notion, that to retrain frojait, throng n 

virtuous motive, would be bringing yourfelf in- 
to contempt. The virtuous man, whofe whole 

life is irreproachable, and vrfio xieyer betf&yed 

any 
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%n]r.inaidci ofx^waxdice^ wUl refnfe to fttoi Jus 
iijftnds with bItMadt ^md nv^li te onl/ iht inqre f ck - 
fpe&ed for iuchi^afti. jAJi^itys i«t<iy io ferre . 
bis onmtay, to proteA the wf ak, to difchflfge 
hi6 4im:f oa d&e snofl diitftgfixoua joccafions^ and 
to defend, in jcftvy ju& and.rfiafooiftble eavefey 
'tvhat is dear to hiiu> at the hkss^^ of hisiifc^ h^ 
difplap throughoQ^t theviiokoE iu^ condu6t 
that unfhaken ibmtude whith • ia mfqparablc 
hom ti'ue coxirage* Animated by ihft teftimon/ 
£>f a gx>od;Confclence'^ he appears mndaantjed, and 
neither dies from, nosrf^eks hiaenemy. |t is ea(iif 
obferved that he fears lofa to die thaD to aS; bafely ; ;. 
that hedseads the xrioie, but not thedangier«^ If 
at anjr. time the oi:eaQ^4>rejudice3 of the world 
raife a cbunpur agadoilriun)^ the conduS of hi$ . 
whole life is his tieftinoti^^ and every a^Hon is ap*. 
proved by^ behaviouarfaittiif orody irreproacfaabie, . 

fiat do y4»)i know wiiat ibake^ this modera«>^ 
tion fo pai«£ttl.t0 thegenfiisdity of nen? It ig 
th« difficuhy^of. fuppojviag it 'uiih propriety. . ' 
It is the tteccffiiy they lie tinder of neser iin*^ 
peaching ;it ?by an unwon^thy aSkm : for if the 
fftajr oi doing iU -iloes not reftxain men in o|^ < 
cafie* vvhy iboold it ij9kaQother> where that re^ 
ftfakit^ai^be^attfibdtied tb a isore joattifal mo- 
tive ? Si^i^c^, it ija^ pjftincit does n<«t proceed ft^ti 
iiftvkty but cca^Tjirdicei and it ^ \mb jnftice that 
fii^h ktufks ar^ boi^bod atV^ appear only in . 
eikfe9 of diiiflier. Hai^ yov not cdiferved that per« 
ibjia^^eapuoiis^ and xeady lo i^ront othere, ar^^ 

I' 5 - ing , 
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•ing tbe ctintempt in which they > axe umverftHf 
-held publiciyexpofed, endcavoar tofereen-,. by 
ibme honourable ^ qiiarrels, the infamy of their 
jives : Is it for you to imitate fuch wretches as 
thef(^ ? Let us fet afide men of a military profeflfc- 
^on, who fell their blood for pay; and who, uar 
\valling to be degraded from their rank, calculate 
fromtheirintereft whatthey owe to their honour^ 
find know to a fhilling the value of their lives. Let 
xxsy my friend, leaire thefe gentlemen to their 
fighting. Nothing is lefs honourable than tha^ 
iionour about which they make fuch a noife ; and 
.which is nothing more thaa an abfurd cuftom, 
a falfe imitation of viitjae>. which prides itfelf in 
the greatefl crimes* Youx honour is not in the 
power of another l it depends on yourfelf, and 
not #n the opinion^ of the world ; its defence b 
Jieithec in the (word nor th< buckler, but in a 
life of ijitegritiy and virtue ; a proof of greater 
courage than ta brav^ death in a dueK 

On thefe principles you^may reconcile the en-^ 
CQmiums I hM^ always bettowed on true va- 
lour, with the contempt I have as conftantly 
exprefied for the bafe pretenders to courage. I 
admire men of fpiyit, and hate cowards; i 
would break with a pufiUanimous lover, who 
fliould betray the want of a proper refolution in 
cafes of danger, and think, with all the reft of 
THY f^^> that the ardours of true courageheighten 
thofe of love. But I would have focb courage x 
^aperted only on lawful occalions, and not aa 
idle paj34e made of ii^ when it is unacceflaryy 
: a3 
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■3 if there was fome fear of not having it ready 
when itfliould be called for. There are cowards^ 
who will make one effort to exert their courage*, 
that they may have a pretence to avoid danger 
the reft of their lives. True fortitude is more 
conftant, and lets impetuous ; it is always what. 
^|t ought to be, and wants neither the fpur nor 
the rein ; the man of real magnanimity carries- 
it always about him ; in fighting he exerts it- 
againft his enemy, in company againft cadumny 
and falfehood, and on a fick bed againft the 
attacks of pain, and the horrors of death. That 
fortitude of mind which infpir^s true courage ia 
always exerted ; it places virtue out of the reach, 
of events, and does not confift iir braving danger^ 
but in not fearing it. Such, my friend,, is the 
merit of that courage I have often commended, 
and which I would admire in you. All other 
pretences to bravery are wild, extravagant, and 
brutal; it is even cowardice to fubmit to them ;\ 
and I defpife as much the man who runs himfel£ 
into needlefs danger, as him who turns his bacl^ 
on that which he ought to encounter. 
• If I am not much^millaken,. I have now made 
it clear, that, in this your quarrel with Lord 

B , your own honour is not at all concern^ 

ed;. that you bring mine in. queftipn by draw- 
nig your fword to avenge it;.ihat fuch conduit 
k neither juft, reafo^able, nor. lawful; that it 
%y no means agrees with the fentiments yovu 
profefs, but belongs- only to bad men, who 
jnake ufe* of tbeir coiuagr ^-u iiipplement t^ 

virtues 



^St £ L O I S A. 

Tirtues tlwy do not poffcfs, or tfo officers that 
fight not for hononr but intcreft ; that there ii 
more true courage m defpifing than adopting it ;. 
that the inconvenicncies to which you expofe 
yourfelf byrejefting it are infeparable from the* 
praftice of your duty, and are more apparent 
than real; in fine, that men -who are the moft 
ready to recur to the fvrord are always thofe of 
the moll fufpicious charaSers. From all which I 
conclude, that you cannot either gi-ve or accept. 
a challenge oh this occafion^ without giving up 
at once the caufe of reafon, virtue, honour, and 
Eloifa. Ganvafs my arguments as you pleafe, heap 
fophifm on fophifm as you will, it wilLbe always 
fpund that a man of true courage is nota coward,, 
and that a man of virtue cannot be without ho- 
nour. And I think I have demonflrated as 
clearly, that a man of true courage defpifes^^ 
and a man of virtue abhors duelling- 

I thought proper, my, friend, in fo ferious an<l>: 
important an affair, tofpeaktoyoftonlytheplai»> 
language of reafon, and to reprefwit things fim-»- 
ply as they are. If I would have deficribed them^. 
as they appear to me, and engaged tfie pafiion^ 
and humanity in the caufe, I 4ho«M h»»e ad 
drefled you in a different ftyfc. ¥o« k»ow tha*'. 
my father had the misfortune, in hw j^mth, to* 
kin his antagon?ft in a dud; that amagonilts 
was hi5 friend, they^ fought with regret^ k\s^ 
were obliged to it by. that abft»d no^n^of a^ 
point of honour. That finrf blow 'whkh de-%. 
^xed the oftT cf %fey rtt)bed tire ^beiF of him^ 

peace.. 



e L © I S A. 2$3 

peaice of mmd for erer. Fromtbat tnne Iiaa the 
»aft crad rcmorfe" ittceffamly preyed on his 
heart: hew often heard to figh and veep in 
piivate : his imaginatioBr ftlU reprcfcnts to him 
ihe fetal fteel, thruft by. his ci'Qel'faand into the 
hreaft of the maoJie loved : his ffuoibers a^e di^ 
^rbed by the appearanees olfcis pale a^ bleed^ 
ing friend: he iooks with tei^ror on the mortal 
woaad : be ei*dea¥ouiiS' to ftop the blood that 
flows from tit 2 he is feifed with horror, and cries 
out. Wilt this corpfe never ceaCe purfuing me ? 
il is five years 8«ce he loft the only fupport of 
his name^ and hope of his family jfiace when, 
he has reproached hinofett with his death, as a 
juft judgment from heaven, which avenged oa 
him the lofs of that unhappy father^ whom he 
deprived of an onl/ fon. 

I muft confefs that aU this, added to my iiataral 
averfioa to cruelty, fiUs me with fuch hotror at 
duels, that [regard them as inftances of the lov-^ 
eft degree of brtuatlity into which mankind can 
poffibly defcend. I look upon thofe, who go 
ebearfuHy.to a#duel, in no other light than as 
wikl beafts going io tear each other to pieces j 
and, if there remains the leaft fcntiment of hu- 
Butoiiy witSiiii them, I think the murthered left 
U> be ^tied than the. murtberex. X>bferve thofe 
Baen vdbD «re «cc«iiomod to this horrid priiAice j 
they only b2ase^remoiie,.t)y iliflijig^he voice of 
nature; they. grow by. degrees cruel and in fenfi^ 
ble ; they fport- with the lives of others, and 
their puniihment for halving turned a deaf ear 

to 
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to humanity, is toiofe at length every fenfe of it* 
How {hocking muft be fuch a fituation ? Is it 
poflUble you can defire to be like them ? No, you 
were never made for fuch a ftate of deteftable 
brutality: be careful of the firft ftep that leads 
Jto it: your mind is yet undepraved and inno- 
cent: begin not to debafe it, at the hazard of 
your life, by an attempt that has no virtue, a 
cf ime that has no temptation, and a point of 
honour founded only on abfurdity. 

I have faid nothing to you of your Eloifa; Iha 
will, be a. gainer no doubt, by leaving your heart 
to fpeak for her,.- One word, only one word, 
and I leave her to you. You have fometimes 
honoured me with the endearing name of wife; 
perhaps I ought at this time to bear thafe of mo- 
ther. Will you leave me a widow before we 
are legally united ? 

P. iS. I make ufe of an authority in this let- 
ter which no prudent man ever refilled. If yoti 
sefttfe to fubmit to it, I have nothing farther to 
lay to you: but think of it well before-hand. 
Take a week's time for . reflexion, and to me- 
ditate on thii important fubje6t. It is not for 

" any particular rcafon L demand this delay, but 
for my own pleafure. Remember, I make ufe 
only on this occafion of a right, which you 
yourfelt have given me'over you, andwhkhex*- 
tends at leaili to wh^ I now require.. 
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LETTER LYUh 

IPmOM ELOISA TO LOR]> B ' ' ^ 

•X Have no intention, in writing to yonr L6rd«* 
fliip, to accufe or complain* of you; fihce 
you are pleafed to affiront mc,.Smufl<:eminly be 
the ofFehder, though I may/ be ignoa-ant of my 
ofFenfev. Would ai>y gentleman feek to diftio* 
nour a reputabjefamily without a caufe ? Surjsly 
no: tteiiefore fa tisfy your revenge, if you believe 
it jufk This letter wiB furnifti you with an 
eafy method of ruin:ng an uni>appy girl, who 
can nevei! forgive herfelf for having offended 
you, and who commits to your difcretion that 
honour which you intend to blaftl Yes, my 
Lord, your imputations were juft.J I have a lov<r, 
whom I fincerely love; my heart, my perfon, 
are entirely his, and death only can di(&)Ive our 
union. This lover is the very man whom yon 
hpnour with your friendfhip, and he deferves it, 
becaufe he loves you, and is virtuous. Never- 
thelefs,, he muft perifli by your hand. Offended 
honour,^ I know, can be appeafed only by a 
human facrifice. I know that his own courage 
will prove his deftruftion. I am convinced, thai 
Bt a combat in which you have fo little ti3 fear, 
hb intrepid heart ^ill impatiently rufh upon the 
poim of your fword*. I have endeavoured to r^ 
ffrain his inconfiderate acdour, by the power of 
teafon;. but> alas! even whilft I was writingy I 
was cooiciQUS af the. inutility of jny arguments & 
. ' "What 
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Whatopiaion foever I may. have of hb virtue5 
I do not believe it To fublime as to detach him 
from a Calle. pMtt .of bonoiK- Ys>vl anaf. fafiely 
aatkipate the pkafureyou_ will have in.piercing 
the heart of yow friend: k^i>e^$ffuft^ t^r- 
bacoiia mw, tbat yoni^. (hall Htytt: enjoy that of 
being MukAeTs^to mjit^n and 9y 4^pair» No, 
I.fwear by that facred- flaane wbieh £IIa mj 
whole heart, that I will not 6irvive oneiingle 
day jthe man. fof whom alone I brealhel Ye^, 
Sir, you will reap the glory of hi^ving, in one 
inftant, fmt to the^awe two unhappy lover3> 
wfaofe offenle wiia not intentional^ , ^ttd by wbo» 
yan were honoured an4 elleenied. 

I have beaid> my Lor^i, that you have a great : 
(oi^ly and a feeling heart: if tfaefe wUl allow you 
the peaceful e njpynKint of your revenge, heaven 
grants when J mb no niore> that tbey may Jn«» 
^iieyou i¥itb foweeompafiion for my poor dif» 
♦onfoia*^ parenta, who& grief for their only ; 
cbiW. will ei^nref Off «praT# 
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^RO|k^sMR..^KQ£ JO %U01SM 

JivSeiie the firft iRome«it> in 4d>ediene« to yow-* 
commands, 4o vt»^r {mi acconne of my ^foro* 
eoedings. i am ahia infiant reiwrned f £om mf . 
"vifit to liord B « , who knot yet «Uejto wnik 
wiihom f«pport% ) garve him your ie«ter> wikh 
he opMoiyiid^ impmkmot. HviimcoA &«lt 

emotion 
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emoiion whik he was reading; ie ptHfi^^;^ 
refid it ff fecon4 tiaie, {lad tbc agimtion of ,h>s 
mind was thca mor£ aj^arcnt. Whea be bad v 
done, tbefe were his words : " Jt^u inow. Sit; th^t 
affairs ef honour have their fixitd ruUSy 'wkicb ean^ 
n0t he iif^enfed zijith? . 2ou wer^ 4f. vitnefi t^ tuhat 
faffed in this* It mufi hi regularly deUrmut^d^ 
Chocfe two of your f fiends y and give yourfelf tic 
trouUe to return with them hi^ear to-morrow 
mqrning, andyoujhall then know my r4folutionJ^ 
I urged the icaproprifity of making others ac- 
quaiated with . an affair which had happened 
among ourfelves. To which he haftily replied t 
*^ I know what ought to he done^ ^ndjhall afi frqperly. 
Bring your tzoo friends, ^rl have nothing to fay to 
you'* I then tpok my leave, and have ever Once 
racked my brain igcffe^luairy to penetrate into 
his defign. Be it a» it will, I fhall fee you this 
evening, and to-morrow fhall aft as you may ad* - 
vife. If you think proper that I fhould wait on his 
loixilhip with my attendants, I will take care to 
chppfe fttch^as may be depended on, at all events. 



LETTER LX. 

\ TO %1,0 1S k. 

A-/ AY aCde your fears, my ge«tle Eloifa; 
and, from the following recital of what has hap- 
pened, know and partake of the fentimcnts of 
your friend. 

I was fo foil of indignation when I received 
yoor letter, that I cotild bardly read it with the 

attention 
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attention it dcfervcd. I fhould have made fine 
work in attempting to refute it: I was then too 
rafh and inconiiderate. You may be in the 
right, faid I to myfelf, but I will never be per- 
fuadedto puttip an affront injurious to my Eloifa. 
—Though I were to lofc you, and even die in a 
wrong caufe, I will never fuffer any one to (how 
you lefs refpeft than is your due: but whilft I 
have life you fhall be revered by all that approach 
you, even as my own heart reveres you- I did 
not hefitate, however, on the week's delay yoa 
required : the accident which had happened to 
Lord B , ^nd my vow of obedience, con- 
curred in rendering it neceflary. In the mean 
time, being refolved, agreeably to your com- 
mands, to emptoy that interval in meditating on 
the fubjeft of your letter, I read it over again 
and agait>> and am refkcftihg on it continually; 
not wifcb avi^w, however, tg change my defign, 
bufcto j^ftify it* 

I^ had it in my- hand this morning, perufing 
again 5 with fome uneafinefs of mind, thofe too 
fendble and judiciousarguments that madeagainft 
me,^ whei^ fomebody kpoi^ed at the door of my 
chamber. It. was opened, and immediately en- 
tered Lord B— — ,. without, his fword, lew 
ijig on his cane ; he was followed by three gen- 
tlemen, one of whom I obferved to be Mr. 
Orbe. Surprifed at fo un^xpe^led a vifit, I 
waited filently for the confequence ; when my 
4qx4 r^quefted of me a moment's audience, ^nd 

begged 
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begged leave to fay and do as:hc pleafed with- 
out interruption. *' You muft (fays he) give me 
your exprefs pei^iffion: the prefence of thefe 
gentlemen, who are your friends, will «xcufe you 
irom any i^ippofed indifcretion.'* I promifed 
without hefiiation not to interrupt him, when, 
to my great aftonifliment, his lordfhip imme- 
4iately fell upon his knee. Surprifed at feeing 
him in fuch an attitude, I would have raifedhim 
up ; but after putting me in mind of my pro- 
inife, he proceeded in the following words: 
" I am come. Sir, openly to retraft the abufe, 
which, when in liquor, I uttered in your com- 
pany. The injuftice of fuch behaviour renders 
It more injurious tome than to you ; and there- 
fore I dught publicly to difavow it. I fubmlt 
to whatever punifhment you pleafe to inflift on 
nje, and (hajl not think my honour re-eftablifli- 
ed, till my fault is repaired. Then, grant me 
the pardon I alk, on what conditions you think 
fit, and reftore me your friendfhip."— " My lord 
(returned I) I have the trueft fenfe of your ge- 
nerofity and greatnefs of mind, and take a plea?- 
fure in diftinguifliing between the difcourfc 
which yoar heart dilates, and that which maf 
cfcapc you when you are not yourfelf : let that 
in queftion be for ever forgotten." I inunaediately 
xaifed him, and falling into my arms, he cordn 
ally embraced me. Tten ti^rning about to the 
company, " Gentlemen (faid he) I thank you 
for your complaifance. Men of honour, like 
you (added he^ with a bold W lUEid jefolute tone 
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«f voice) knt>w Usat he yvko thus rep4urs the ift^ 
yxry be lias done will not ftibmit to re^^ive an 
injury from any jnan. You may publiOi what you 
have fecn." He then invited all of us to fup whh 
him this evening, aod the gentkmen left U6. We 
were no fooner alone than his lordChip «mbrac<!d 
me again, in a more trnd^r and fmadly inanners 
thi?n taking me by the hand aa»d feanng him* 
felf do\i!n by me, ** Happy man {fiiid he) inay 
you long enjoy the fielicity you deferve ! thehcart 
of Eloifa is youT*s, may you be^both"-^^* What . 
do you meanj my lord?, (faid I; interrupting 
him :) have you loft your fenfes Y- — ^* No (re- 
turned he, fmiltng) but I^wae very> near lofing- 
them, and it had perhaps been all over with me,, . 
if fhc who took them a^ ayhad not reftored them'*^ 
He then gave^ me a lette? that^I wasfurprifed to 
fee written by a hand^ which never before wrote 
to any. wan but myfclf. What emotions-did I feel 
in its pcrufali I tiaccd the paffion of an incom- 
paraW« woman,, who would make a facrifice of 
herfeJf to fave her lover; and I difcovered Elo^ 
4fa. Bo* M'hen I came to the paCEage^ wherein 
ihc protefts jQie would never furvive the moft 
fortunate of men, how did I not fhudder at the 
dangers I had efcaped I I could not help com- 
plaining that I was loved too w^U, and my fears 
convinecid me you are mortal. Ah ! reftorerae 
that conrageof which you hav« deprive me ! 
I had enough tefet death at defiance, M4»en it- 
threatened only my Mf, -but I Ikrunk when m/v 
better.faatf ma ii»4aiiger» 

While ^ 
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^kil« I was mdulging aayfelf intbtfe cruel 
rcBcxiotiSy I paid Iktle attention takis lordflijp^ 
^Ufcourfe, till I heard tbe name of Xloifa. His- 
conv^fatioa gftue me pkaibre^ a&k did not excite 
my jeafeufy. He fecmcd extrcmdy to regyct 
bis having diftiftrbtd outr mutual paffion and youf 
jepofe: he refjpeftay bo: indeed beyond any athe» 
voman in tbewarM; and, being afhamed^ to^ 
^xcufe himfelf tOLjdUy begged me to receive bisr 
Apolo^ in yottir name^ and* to prevail on you to» 
^ accept it. " I consider you^&ys he) as bet tc- 
prefentatiV€i - wad ^^anno*- boinble myfelf too- 
mtich to one fltelorei; being -inckpable, withoat 
having cottiprom^ed this affitir, to addrefe my^ 
Self perfonally to lier^'err event me^niiwi her nam6 
tayoti." He frankljr confclfed to me he had en^ 
tCTtakied for you thayCt fennments, whith every* 
one^maJft do who looks on Eloifa: but that Im 
was rather a tender aR^inttion than lo^e; that 
he had formed neither hope nor pmtenfton, but 
*^had.*gyrenup all shdirghts of either on hearing 
of our connexients; aNSid that the injtirio^ dii^ 
coirrfe wbichi efeapedbim -was «Iie e*fFe^ <rf H« 
qucr, and net of jealonfy. He rsfflctd of love 
■like a philoibphei:, who thinly his mind ftiperi^of 
-to the paffions;. but, fbrmy part, 1 mi miftakeh 
ifhe has notalreacty felt a. paffion tihicb tfrHl 
p^reveot aaiy other from ^taking ^^itrp r^t in hi^ 
breaft# Ut miftakes a weafemefe ^ bea^ f<7t 
>t!heeffeAof jseafooi; butlkttow, thaf to love 
£l0ifa» and be wilfog tc» renounce her, is not - 
.aoMMEig Ike vitotiiea trf bumam natvre. 

He 
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He defircd me to give him the hiftory ol our 
aihour, and an account of tlie caiifes which pre- 
vented our happiners- I thought that, after the 
trplicitnefs of your letter, a partial confidence 
might be dangerous and unreafpnabk. I made 
it therefore complete, and he liftened to me with 
an attention that convinced me of his finccrity. 
]Korc than once I faw the tears come into his 
eyes, while his heart fccmed moft tenderly af- 
fc^ed : above all, I obferved the powerful im- 
preffions which the triumphs of virtue made on 
his mind/ and I pleafc myfclf in having i*aifed 
up for Claud Anet a new protc5lof,,no lefs 
zealous than your father. When I had done, 
** There are neither incidents nor adventures (faid- 
he) in what you have related j and yet the ca- 
taftrophe of a Romance could not equally affeft 
me; fo well is a want of variety atoned for by 
fentiments; and of ftriking actions fuppHedby 
inftances of a virtuous behaviour. Your's are 
fuch extraordinary minds tbat they are not to 
be guided by common rules : your happinefs is 
not to be attained in the fame manner, nor 
'is it of the feme fpecics with that of others. 
They feek power and p^-c-eminence; you re- 
quire only tend ernefs and tranquility. There is' 
bknded with your afFeftlons a virtuous emula- 
tion, that -elevates both ; and you would be lefs 
4eferviBg of each other if you were not mutu- 
aHyinlove. B«t love, he prefumed to fay, will 
one day lofe k$ |>ower (forgive him, Eloifa, that 
blafpbemouseacprefficn, fpokcnintbe ignorance 

of 
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of his heart) the power of love (faid he) will one 
day be loft, white that of virtue will remain. — O, 
my Eloifa ! may our virtues but fubfift as long 
as cmrlove ! Heaven will require no more. 

In fine, I found that the philofophical inflex- 
ibility of his nation had no influence over the na- 
tural humanity of this honeft Englifhmanr but 
that his heart was really interefted in our diffi- 
culties. If wealth and credit can be ufeful to, 
us, I believe we have fome reafon to depend on 
his fervice. But, alas! how Ihall credit or 
riches operate to make us happy? 

This interview, in which we did -not county 
the hours, lafted till diiwaer-time; I ordered a 
puUet for dinner, after which we continued 
our difcourfe. Among other topics, we feU 
upon the ftep hb lordfhip had taken, with regard 
to myfeH, in the morning, on w^hich Ixould not 
help expreffing my furprife at a procedure fofo^ 
lemn and uncommon. But, repeating the rcafons 
he had already ^iven me^ he added, that to give 
a partial fatisfaftion w^as unworthy a man of 
courage :, that he ought to makea icomplete one 
or none at all, left he fhouid only debafe him-^ 
fclf, without making any reparation; and left 
a conceifion made involuntarily, and with an 
ill grace, fhould be attributed to fear- " Befides 
(continued h^) my reputation is eftablifhed; i 
can do you Juftice without incurring the fufpi- 
cion of cowardice; but you, who are young, and 
juft beginningLthe world, ought to clear your- 
felf fo well of tliC']lirft affair you are engaged ip 

as 
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as to tempt mx otte to involve you in a fecund. 
This world b futt of thofe artfirf edwarrds, who 
are upon the catch, as one tnay fay, to taftc 
their mart ^ that is, to find out foaie gre^ef eov^ 
ard than thcmfehes to fliow their valour upon. 
I would fate a man of honour, like you, the 
trouble of chaftlfing tech fcoundrds ; I had ra- 
thfCT, if they want a IdTon, that they IhouM 
take it of me than you : for one <juarrcfl, more 
or left, on the hands of a man who has -already 
Rad many, ffgnifies iiotfhing : whereas, if is a 
kind of difgraee to harve had but one, and the 
lover of Elotfik fhould be exempt fromit,^* 

This is, in abftra^ft, my long -converfairOA 
inth Lord B-— ; of which I 4boeght proper 
iJo give you an account ,ibat youTnight prefcribe 
the manner in whichf 1 ought to behave t^ him. 

As you ought now to%e compofed, chafe from 
j^ur mind, I conjtnre you^ i*ofe elreadful ap- 
prehenfioiis w^ichr ha-ve found a place the4»e for 
jfbme days paft. Thrink 4f the care you fhoukf 
take in the ancereatfmy c^f y^our pr€fem oondi-^ 
tion. Oh ! fhould you icm^ give me life in w 

^ird being } Should a^cfewrm^ing pledge >■> 

Too flattering liopel doft tliou^ come again tor 
deceive me ?i*-I wllhl I fear f I am loft in per-* 
•jflexity! Oh! Thou d«ar^ chiai^er of my 
Meart, Ht us Tive but to love, and let hea^n dii^ 
pofe of ^3 as it may. 

P.S. I forgot tO'tell you fhsrt my1ovd<ifftFed 
me youx l^aety andr t^at I made n4d£G&culty 

of 
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of taking it ; thinking it improper that it fhould 
remain in the hiiilds of a tlHird perfom I will re« 
turn it you the £rft time I fee you ; for, as to 
myfelf) I have no occafion for it ; it is deeply 
engraven in my heart. 



LETTER LXt 

F&OMELOISA. 

JESRINGt my Lord> B*^-*- hither to^morrow^- 
that I may throw myfelf at his feet, afifhe hn* 
doneatyonr's. What grcatnefeof mind? What* 
generofity ? Oh I howlittle do wc feem, compared^ 
to him 1 Preferve foineftimablc a friend is^ you* 
would the appk of yotir eye. Perhaps he would' 
be Icfs valuable! were he of a more even; temper s^ 
wasther^ ever a man without fomevic«$ who had> 
great virtues ? 

A thottfand diftreflcs of various kinds had^ 
funk my fpirits to the lowfeft tfbb } but your let- 
ter has rekindled my extingUilhed hoptfs. In dii^ 
fipating my fears, it has rendcried my anstiety- 
the more fupportable^ I feci now J havt 'ftrength f 
enough to bear up under It; Yoii live, you iovu^ 
me J neither your own,- nor the blood of yout*^ 
friend h^ been fpilt> and- yo«r honour it f€€tfr<* 
cd ; I am not then completely miforabfc; 

Fail not' t6 meet me to-morrows Ineverhadio*' 
muchreafon for feeing yoii, nox* ib Kttltt tiope of 
having that pteaftire longi Farewell, my dear friend, 
jrtftead of faymg, let us live but to^ove, j(m flfduld* 
have faid, ahsMet us love that We«wy Jive. 
^ VafL. L ML E.T T E R 
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LETTER LXIL 

FltOM CLARA. 

XVXUST I be always, my dear coufin, un- 
der the ncceffity of performing, the moft dif- 
agreeable offices of Iriendlfliip r » Muft I always, 
in the bitterncfs of my own*^heart, be giving af- 
fliftion to your's, ' by <rifcl? intelligence ? Our 
fentiments, alas ! arc ^the fame,, and you arefen- 
fible I can give bo new^uneafinefs to you which 
1 have not firft experienced myfelf. :Oh!, that I 
could but conceal, your misfortune -without in- 
creasing it ! or-.that-sa friendfhip like our's were 
not as binding-as love! ^ How readily might I 
throw oflFthat chagrift I-am now obliged to com- 
municate ! sLaft night, when the concert was 

» oye/ji and your mother and you were gone home, 
in company with your friend and Mr. Orbe, our 
two fathers and Lord B were left to talk poli- 

: tics together ; the difagrceablencfs of the fub- 
jcft, of which indeed I am quite furfeitcd,.roon 
made me retire to my own chamber. In about 
half an hour, I heard the name of your friend 
repeated with fome vehemence; on which i 
fpund the converfation had changed its fubjeft, 
and therefore liftened to it with fome^ttentiop 5 
when I gathered by what followed, that his 
Iprdfbip had ventured to propofe a match be- 
t^veen you and your friend, whom he frankly 
called ii»^ .and on whom, asfucb, he offered to. 

make 
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Jnakc a Yuitable fettlement. Your father rejcfted 
thepropofal with difdain^ and upon that the 
convcrfation began to grow warm. <* I muft tell 
you. Sir, (faidmylord) that, notwithftanding 
your prejudices, he is of all men the moft wor- 
thy of her, and perhaps the moft likely to make 
her happy. He has received from nature every 
gift that is independent of the world ; and has 
embellifhed them by all thofe talents which de^ 
pended on himfelf. He is young, tall, well- 
made, and ingenious : he has^ the advantages 
of education, fenfe, manners, and courage ; he 
has a fine genius and a found mind; what /hen 
does he require to make him wwthy of yotir 
daughter? Is it a fortune ? He fliall have one. 
A third part of my own will, make him the rich- 
eft man of this country : nay, I will give him, 
if It be neceffary, the half. Does he want a 
^iilc ? ridiculous prerogative, in a country 
where nobiHty is more troublcfome than ufcful J 
But doubt it not, he is noble : not that his 
nobility is. made out in writing upon an old 
parchment, but it is engraven in indelible cha- 
raAers on his heart. In a word, if you prel 
fer the dictates of reafon and fenfe to groundl 
ic6 prejudices, and if you love your daughter 
better than empty titles, you will give her to 

On this your father expreflcd himfelf In a vio- 

lent paffion: he treated the propofal as abfurd 

and ridiculous. **How! my lord ! (faid he) is 

It 4>offible a man of honour, as you arc, can enters 

M ^ taiii 
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tain fuch ^tliought, thattfac laft furviving branch 
of an iiluftrious family fhould go to lo{c and de- 
grade Us name,, in tkat of nobody knows who^ 
a. fellow; without liome, and reduced to fubfift 
upon charity?*'—" Hold Sir (interrupted my 
lord) you arc fpcakiag of my friend 5. confider 
that I muft take upon myfelf eveyy injury done 
him in my company, and that fuch language as 
is injurious to a. man. of honour, is more fo to 
-him who makes life of ir. Such Fellows are more 
refpcA^Wc than all the, country *fquires in Eu- 
rope; and I defy you to ^int out a more 
bonomrable way to fortune, than by accept- 
ing th^ debts of . cftccnv or the gifts of friend- 
ihip« If my friend, does not trace his de* 
ic^t, as you do> from a long and doubtful fac- 
ceffion of anccftors,. he will lay the foundation, 
and be die honour of his own houfe 5 as the firft: 
of your J»iceftors;did that of yourV Can you 
think yourfclf diflionoured by your allianc^-to 
the head of \yeur family^ without falling under 
the conten>pt you have for him f How many 
great families would. £nk again into oblivion, if 
we refpedled only thofe which defccnded from 
truly refpcftable originals ! Judge of the paft 
by the. prefentj for two or tlutee honeft ci- 
tizens ennobled by virjt^ous means, a. thou^ 
fand knaves find every day the way to aj^^ 
grandize themfelves anct ftmilies. But, to what 
end ferves that nobility, of which their deiben-* 
d^ts arc fa proud^ iuale& it be to prove the iii«^ 

juftlce 



joftice and infamy of their ancJeftors*? There 
are^ I muft confefk, a. greats number of bad men 
among the commoo people ^ hut the odds are aK 
ways twenty to one againft a gentleman^ that he is 
defcended from a fcoundrel. Let us, if you will, 
fet afide defcent, and compare only merit and 
utility. You have borne arms in thefervtce and 
jpay of a foreign prince ; his father fought^ with- 
out pay in the fcrvice of his country. If you have 
well ferved, you have been weHpaid,; and, what- 
ever ihoriour you may have acquired by arms, a 
hundred Plebeians may have acquired ftill more. 
** In what confifts the honour^ then (continuetl 
my lore!) of that nobility of which you are (6 
tenacious i HEow does it affcfl: the glory of one's 
country, or the good of mankind ? ' A mortal 
enemy ^o liberty and the laws, what did it ever 
produce in moft of thofe countries where it has 
flouri{hed| but the rod of tyranny^ and the op- 
preffionof the people? "Will you prefumc to 
boaft, in arcpublic, of a rank that is djeftru£Hve 
to virtue and humanity ? Of a rank that makea 
its boaft of flavery, and wherein men blufh to 
be men ? Read the annals of youi own coun- 
' try : what have any of the nobility merited of 
her ? Were any of Aer delivjcrers nobles ? 
The Furjs.^ the T'el/jy, the Steujfaci^s:, were 
M 3 they 

•Titular grants are 'not very common in the prefent age» 
^except thofe whidi are ^Mmght, or are obtained by placemen ; 
^fthe moft hoBourabfe appendage to^tyhl«b, that I:kiu># of, i» 
the privilege of not being ihanged. 
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they gentlemen ? What, then, is th4lt abfurcT ho^ 
Hour about which you make fo much noife ?" 

Think, my dear, what I fuffered to hear this 
' rcfjpcftable man thus injure, by an ill-concertcd 
application, the caufc of that friend whom he 
endeavoured to ftrve. Your father being irrf- 
tated by fo many gaHing, though general invec- 
tives, ftrovc to retort them by perfonal ones. 
He told his lordfhip plainly, that never any 
inan of hb condition talked in the manner he 
had done. ** Trouble not yourfelf to plead ano- 
ther's cauft (added he roughly :) honourable as 
you are ftihed, I doubt much if you could make 
your own good, on the fubjeft in q^ueAion. You 
demand my daughter for your pre tendied friend, 
without knowing whether you are yourfelf aa 
equal match for her ; and I know enough of the 
Englifh nobility to entertain, from your difqourfe, 
a very indifferent opiniou of your*s/' 

To this his lordfhip anfwered ; *' Whatever 
you may think of me. Sir, I fhould be very forry 
to be able to give no other proof of my merit 
than the name of a man who died five hundred 
years ago. If you know the noWlity of England, 
you know that it is the leaft prejudiced, beft in- 
formed, moft fenfible, and braved of all Europe i 
after which, it is needlefs to a(k whether it be the 
luoft ancient ; for, when we talk of what is, we. 
never mind what has been. We are not, it is 
true, the flaves, but the friends of our prince j not 
the oppreffors of a people, but their leaders. The 
guardians of liberty^ the pillars of our country, 

and 
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and the fupport of the throne, we maintain ai»> 
equilibrinm between the people and the king* 
Our firft regards are due to the nation, our fe- 
cond to him that governs : we confult not his 
will but his juft prerogative. 'Supreme judges ith 
the Houfe of Peers^, and fometiincs legiflators, 
we render equal juftice to the king and p^ople^ 
and fuffer no one to fay God mtd my fivord, hut 
only God and my right, 

" Such, Sir (continued he) is that rerpeftable 
nobility with which you are unacquainted j, as 
ancient as any other, but more proud of its me-, 
rit than of its anceftors. I am one, not the 
loweft in rank of that illuftrious order, and be- 
lieve, whatever be your pretenilons, that 1 am 
your equal in every refpeft. I have a fifter un- 
married ; £he is young, amiable, rich, and in 
no wife inferior to Eloifa, except in thofc 
qualities which wkh. you pafs for nothing. 
Now, Sirj if after being enamonred with your 
daughter, it w^re poffi^le for a-ny one to change 
the objeAof his affeQions, and admire another, 
I (hould think it an honour to- accept the man 
for my bVotherj though without a fortune, whom 
I propofe toyou-for a fonwith half my eftate." 

I knew matters wouW ' only be aggravated 
by your father's rcply^ : and though I was ftruck 
with admiration^ at my; Lord B^-r — ^s genero-^ 
{ity, I faw plainly that he would totally ruin the 
negociation he had undertaken.' I went in^ 
therefore, to prevent things from going farther^ 
Vbf entraitcc broke off the converfation, and 

immediatelf^ 
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ifQiQCcllately a£(cr th^ycoidlj-ifiok Ua?e o£ each 
QtHcr ^n4 :p?wtcd. -As to *my father, _bc be- 
bav^d very.w^ll In tbc di(pu^e. At 6rft Jbc fecond^ 
cd.tbe propofi&l V hut, £adjT?g tjx^t yo^r's .vrould 
^ear mnMi^g of it, be togk tbe ii4e of his bro* 
tber^firUw, ^^twi by takii^g proper Apponweiffes 
%o -moderate tbc contefi, prcTcntcd thcim from 
going bcyonj thoft bQ:»nds tbey would, certainly 
have trcfpaffed, bad they bccn ^alopiC. After 
their jifspiwrture, Jie rebued to me jivjiat.had h?p- 
pen^d ; land, as JL f<j^aw T^bece bis difcour^ 
would end, 1 1 jreadi^y told bkn, tjiat things he- 
ing in . fu^ a iUiU^rtioix, it , w^uld be improper 
tbc perifen ioi^ueftlon ib<^td fte you 6}:^fun 
here ; and. that it,v5onldjbcbctl?cr,fQr hjm not to 
come-hither at ;kBf if»(wch w intimation would 
not be putting .a .kind of affront on Mr^^Orb^^ 
his friend ; -but that J (hould defire him to bring 
Lord B-^-^i- lefs fpequ^tly for the future. This, 
my dear, 'was the heft I i could do, to prevent 
o.urdoor : being ^es^trelyftiutagainft him» 

Butithis :is;not .all. iTbe cri& in> which yoa 
ftand M prcfcnt ; obliges rroe to rettnrn to my for* 
mer advice. Thcjaffair between; my ^Lord J 8 ■ ■ 
and your firiend has made all th^e aoife in towa 
which was natural to .«xpeft» For though Mr. 
Orbcbasvkept the original caufe of their qyarrel 
a fecret, ihc -circumftanccs .arc too public to 
fuflFerit'to lie concealed. .Every one has ffuip!- 
cions, makes conje^hirest and: fome go. fo fiir as 
to namcEloifa. The report of the w»tcb-:wa# 
not fg totally fupprefloi as motto be 3*efliemberedi 

and 
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«nd 7cm iare ftot Ignorant, that, !n idie^yeef the 

-vorkl, z i)are Aiipicion of the truth b Iook<« 

ed iupon as ^dencc. All that 3 can fay for 

tyourconfiblation is, that itt general your choice 

^b approved, and every body thinks widi plea- 

fure on the imion of fe ohanmng a ^cample* 

This confirms me in the opinion that yonr friend 

has behaved himrfelf weH in tfai» country and is 

not lefs beloved than yourfelf. But what is the 

public voice to your inflexible father I All thir 

talk has already reached, or will come to his 

ear ; and I tremble to think of the efftSt it may 

produce, if you do not fpeedliy take fome mea* 

jures to prevent'his anger* Xou muft expefi firom 

«him an explanation terrible >to yourielf» and 

perhaps ftill worie for your ,friend. (Not thjit 

1 think, at his age, he will condefcend to ehaU 

/lenge a young man bethinks unworthy his fword : 

but the influence he has ih f he town will furniih 

^him, ff he has a mind to it, with .a ihoufand 

means to ftir up a party agatnft him^ and it is to 

be feared that his pa£b)n will he too ready to 

excke him to do k. 

On my knees^ therefore, i emjimejoxi, mf 
^ar friend, to think on the dangers that iw^ 
round you, -and the terrible rift: 70U run, which 
increafes every moment. You have been e^ 
tremely 'fortunate to e(cape hitherto, in the^idft 
•of fuch hazards; but, while h is ^et ^timef t 
-beg of you to let the veil of prttdencelbe^tbrown 
«over the lecret 0f your amours i «iidj[iot:tO{»ih 
four fertvmc fart^V) left U ifliouU mffobfp 

Us >n 
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in jrour misfortunes the man who has been the 
cauie of them. Believe me, my dear, the fu- 
ture is uncertain ; a thouf^nd accidents may ha|>- 
pen-unoxpeAedly in your favour; but, for the 
prefenti I have fajd, and repeat it moft earneftl}(>, 
£end away your fxiend> or you arc undone^ 



LETTER LXIir. 

FROM ELpISA TO CLARA. 

J\ LL that you forcfew, ray dear, is come ta 
pafs. La(^ night, about an hour after we got 
home, my fatherentered my mother's apartment, 
his eyes fparkling, and his countenance inflamed 
with anger; in a: word, fi> irritated as I never 
law him before. I found immediatety that he had 
either juft left a quarrel, or was fecking occafion 
to begin one : and my guilty cQnfcience made me 
tremble for the coniequence* 

He began, by exiclaiming violently, but 19 
general terms, againft fuch mothers as indiO 
crcecly invite ^tO' thei^houfiBS young fcltows with- 
out ftmily or fortune, whofe a.cquaintance 
only brings ihame and feandal on thofe who 
cultivate it. Finding t:his not fufficient to draw 
Bn anfWcr from an intimidated woman, he 
brought up particularly, as an example, what 
had pafied in her own houfe, fincc fhe had in- 
trodu<ied a pretended wit, ^n ^»pty baUer;, 
moi€ fit to debauch the mio4 of a moddl young 

womaa 
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woman than to iaftra£t her in any thing that 1^ 
good. . » 

My mother, wha noiivr hw fhe. could get 
Uttle by holding her tongue, took him up at tho 
word debauch, and aiked what he had ever feen 
in the cbnduA, or knew of the^charaAer of 
the perfbn he fpoke of, ta authoriie fuch bafe 
fufpicions. ** I did not conceive (ihe added) that 
genius and merit were to be excluded from fo-» 
cicty. To whom, pray, would yxm have your 
houfe open, if fine taients^ andgood behaviour 
have no pretcnfions to admittance ?'*^— **-To oue 
equals, madam (he replied inta^furyt;)' to fuclt 
as might repair the honour, of a daughter^f they" 
ihould injure it J' — " No, Sir (iaid (he) but>rather : 
to people of virtue who cannot injure it,"-— - 
" Know, madam, that the prefumption of foli- 
citing an alliance with my famHy, without a title 
to that honour, is highly, injurious-*' — " So far 
from thinking it injurious (jrcturncd my mother)^ 
I think it,^ on the contrary^ thehigbelt mark of 
efleem: but I know not thatrthe perfon you ex- 
claim againft has made, laay fuch prctenfipns."— 
"He has done it, madam, and will dp worfe, if 
I do not take pipoper care to prevent him j but^ 
for the future^ 1 ihaU take ufx>n myfelf th» 
charge you have C3iecme4 fb iU^" 

On this iKg^n- a. dangerous* altercation be* 
twecn thttp ; by which*. J found, they were both 
Ignorant of thofe i^poft% t^iich-you fay have 
keen fpread about the^to^rn^ During this.^injc^ 
your uaworthj cwfin could^ ncverthclefs, have 
» . wifhed 
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Wi&ed "iierlclf buried ;an ixaxairtd ife^t iit itiie 

earth. Think of the befl and moft abultd txf 

mothttjs laviiHing rencomiuins on iter %v3ltj 

daughtec,' and jpvBs&ag her {or aH thofe virtues 

ffae :b3s 16% in tbe /moft refpe^tfiif, lor ^ratfaer 

to metfas tnoft mortify tngtterms^ Tlunk of an 

angrj father, profofe oF unjurious lexpteffions, 

and ^t, in the iietgbt :>of (his indignatfon, not 

letting one eicape nim hi the leaft/refieft'tngon 

th« prudence of her, ^ho, tocn by remorfe, and 

humbled ^ith >iham6^ xould diardly ftipporti^is. 

prefence, v 

Oh ! the inconc^iTabie torture of a :bkedhig 

) Itoart, reproaching iiieif ivtth iunfufyejledainies \ 

j Uotv ^depreffing and infuppottabk i& the bur« 

I then of ^llnmerited praife, and :of .an jefteem of 

I which 'the Jieart is confdous k h uawortfayl 

\ IvfotSt indeed, To tevrifolyiOpppe&d, tliatj in or- 

\ dcf to free tnyfetf from So cr^icl a fituation, .1 

t<Kksjuft]gokigf if the impetuofity of ius temper 

i¥oiild have) given iae 'tiase, H> teonfe&alU But 

he was-foTCQfrageil.as tm rtpeat ever ;aiid:o«er >a 

hundred ; titnts the fimstthities, and yetto d«vep. 

fify the fiil9ea;!evei7 mooEient. He (took «xtice 

of 'my looks^caft :down^ and tfffrightcd/^in.>cDnfiN. 

^oence Qf my^remorfe $ andif he cMdmoi coaftrue 

them into ihofe of my gulk, *e Wd into'te«fcs 6f 

wmjlloHt^ sbiit, to^m« sne tlhe more, -he abided 

Ac.oh}^.ofrit^iritc»ms iaodiotisaiid^eBiempti- 

Ue, .tfaatin'^ileof aU n^'tfndea^oufs, 'I*cotttil 

B0t Ut him iproceed wfehout intowiprtoo. 1 
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^oi^yfxhimi'tamBrSo fiEnr/tpntroTpaisitbcbcninds 
jof imedeflqri aod .duqr : Jmt^, if i/ventuced to break 
ifor a immteat thai roi^^fi^lfilence they.xltdafie^ 
JLlfuffisced for it, 4is you «iill .fee, ivery feverelijr^ 
'^ Edr >ixeaiircn?s. fekci m; deoc father (faid I) be 
^adfied.: ;ne?cp co»ld your daughter te in. danger 
£?(mi :axnan deferring ibeh abu(e»'' iLhad fcaree 
fpoken» wbeni as if he liad felt hlmfelf reproved 
ixf what I i&id, or that hk.paffibn wanted only a 
•pretext for egctvemilicS) he flew upon your poor 
^riendy aBdifox the^rft tiifie in my life, I received 
irom. hmi a box on the ear: nor was this «ll^ 
'I'^f giving himfelf up entirely to his pafion, 
ht proceeded to- beat -me VHtbfouc -mercy, not« 
iwithftanlting ray mother threw herfelf in ^be^ 
tweea us^ ta'fcreen me from hie blow;, and 
Tecervedmany of 'ihofe^hich were intended for 
vme. A^lei^tk, tn ruftiitmg back ta avoid them^ 
xny.foot flipped^ and ^I -fell down with -my face 
tagaiAft the foot of a* table. 

^Hereendedthe triumph of/ pfl^fiiony and began 
thatof nature. »My ftU, 'fhe l^ht df my-Wood^ 
•my tears, and thofc rf my mother greatly aP- 
^^Aed him- Me ralfed tne up, with an air Ktf 
'dflSAion and iblicitude; and thaViag -placed tnc 
-inaehaif, Ihey both 'eagerly enquired Where! 
was hurt* I had received only a Wght 'brutfc oa 
nnnry forehead, and bled only at the note, i "faw, 
•neverthekft, by 'the alteration in the m and 
^ice -fX my father, that ^ht was dtfplestied A 
ivhatbe^haddone. ^He-wate not, however, im- 
tnedStlely i^fpacHedito ane^ fattroid ?uthorhy 

did 
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Aid not permit fo ^brapt a change^ but bt Sipo^ 
logized with many tender excufes to my mo^ 
tkcr; and I fair piainly, by tht looks he caflr oft 
me, to whom, half of hb apologies were indi- 
rcftly addreflcd. Surely, my dear, there is n6 
confufion fo affeSing as that of a tender father, 
who thinks hirhfblf ta blame in. his treatment of 
a child. 

Supper being ready, it wasordercd to be put 
back, that I might have time to-compofe myfe 
felfi and my father, unwilling the- fervants 
ihould fee any thing of my diforder, went 
himfelf for a gla(s of water.*, while my mother 
was bathing the contufion^ cm my iForehoad. 
Ah! my dear^. how I pitied her I ah^eady in 
a very, ill and^ languifhing (late of Health, how 
gladly would fhe have b<sen excufed from being 
witnefs tafuch afcene ! How little lefs did iht 
ftand in need of aflidance than II 

At fupperj my father did. not fpeak to nwi, 
but I could feehi&iilencewasthee&Aof (hame^ 
and not of difdain: he pretended to fmd every 
thing extremely good^ in, order tp. bid my mo«- 
ther. help me V) it ;. and, wiiat touched me the 
xnofl ieniibly was, that he took all occaftons to 
call me his daughter^ and not Hoifa^ as is cuf^ 
tomary with him. 

After fugper, the evening i^as fo CQld -that 
my mother ordeced a. fir-e in. ;her chamber :, £be 
jplacing herfelf on one fide, aaad my Jfuthcr on v 
the other, I wenttp take a cfaairy to fit dpifn in 
Uie mk^lejt; whon, layii^ hpld of my. gown, 

and 
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Md ci^awiag me gentif ta him, he placed me on 
bis knee, without fpeaking a word. This was 
dotie imm;ediately, and by a fort of involuntary 
Mnpulfe, that he feemed to be almoft forry for it 
a moment afterwards.. But I was on his knee, 
and he could not well pufii ^ me from him again, 
and what added tahis apparent condefceniion, he 
was obliged to^fupport me with his arras in that 
attitude. All this pafled in a kind of reluctant 
lilence; but I perceived him^ every, now and 
tlien, ready to. give me an. involuntary; embace, 
which however he reli(led>, at the fame time en- 
deavouring to Aifle a iigh, which; came from the 
bottom of bis^ heart. A certain faUb fhame pre* 
vented his pateii^nal arms from clafping, me with 
that tcndernefs he too plainly felt : a certain 
gravity, he was afhamed to depart from, a coa« 
fufion he durfi not overcome, occafioned be* 
tween a father and- his daughter the feme charm*, 
ing embarrafTmeBt, as^ iove and modefty caufe 
between lovers.; in the mean whil^, a inoft afi- 
feAionate mother, tuanfported with, pleafure^ 
fecretly enjoyed the delightful fight. I faw, 1 
felt it all, andcould no longer Aipport a fccne of 
fuch melling t^ndernefs. I pretended to flip 
down ; and, to fave myfelf, thi^ew my arm round 
my father's neck, laying my face clofe to his ve*- 
nerable check, which I prei^d with repeated 
kifles, and bathed with my tears.. Atv the fame 
time, by thofe which flowed ple«tifuil)r from hij 
tfcs^ I could percdve him greatly nelieved; while 
mj^ mjQthei; embraced ua botb^ and partook 

of 
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rof oar :traafport8. How £mct^. how ipeacefbl \ 
'.bimiooenccv^ which alone was (wanting to^mslQe 
^this the moft delightful moment of my life ! 

This morning, ialfitude, and the' pain I fek 

,£com mjr&Uy having kept mem. bed later thaa 

.ufual, mj £3ttfaer xame inta vof chamber before 

I was up ; when aiking ikindly after my health, 

:3he fat down by the ftdc ofiny bed ; and taking 

one of tny hands into hi», he condefcended fo 

^£ar as to kifs'it feveral thneS) icalllng me at the 

fame time his dear daughter, and expreiling his 

>fi>rrow for his refentmentw I told him, I Should 

Jthiilk mjrfctf but too *bappy to •fiiffer as much 

-every day, -to have the pleafure he then gave me 

in teturn; and that the fevereft treatment I could 

receive fro^ hiih woiildbe fully rccompcnfcd by 

-the fmaHeft inAanee of his ktndneis. 

jDhen, putting on a more ferious air, he re- 
fumed the ftibjeft of yefterday^ and fignified bis 
f)leafureiB^ civil but politive terms. •* You know 
(iays he) the hufband I dtfign for ycm: i In- 
timated, to you my intentions (Concerning him on 
Aiy arrival, tiiidfhall never change tbem, on^vhat 

Itead. J^8to<the*man!if^hom^Lord^ 4pokeof, 

(though I&all'not^fpnte the merit every body 
iaHowsfhim, I know not whether he thas oftkim- 
ielf conceived the ridiculous hopes of b^mg alKed 
io one, or \f k has been inftilled into him by 
withers ; but, be ^ured, that, had 1 even no 
flO^er perfon in 'Viciv^, and he was in peffiiffion-of 
iiU Ae guineas tn Engtandi I 'would never ac* 

ccpt 



n h O I S A. ait 

cept him- for my fon-in-law. . I forbid ycwi; 
therefore, cither to fee or fpcak to him .as long as 
. you live, and that as well for the fake of his ho- 
nour as your own. I never indeed felt any great 
regard for him, but now I mortally hate him, for 
the outrages he has been the occaiion of my com- 
mitting, and {halincTer forgive hsm the violenqe 
^I have beej^i gojkj of.'* 

. Having feid this, be rofc znd Jeft me» ' without 
.waiting for my ,an6vpr^ j^nd.with the ,famc air pf 
fe verity which, he ;bfid juft reproa<{hed himfelf fqr 
,afluming before. Ah ! ^my dear coufin, what an 
infcrn^l^monftcr is pr^«dicg5 that depraves the 
.beft of hearts, and p]u|» the vQkp of natijrc cveiy 
;momeQt to iilence ! 

Thus ended the explanation you prcdidec), 
and of whichjeoulcindc TO5;prdlcnd the rea- 
.fon till your letter informed mc« I cannot wdl 
'tell what .revolution it has occafbned in mty 
.mind; but: I find :my{elf ever fincc greatly al- 
-tered. I feem to look back with more regrtft 
: to that happy time, when I lived ^content and 
itranquil with'my fiami^ friends arotmd me : and 
^hat the fenfe.af my error increafi^ with that 
.of the WcfUngs ofwhich it has deprived me. 
Tell me, nay fevere monitor, tell me.Jffou.dare 
'l>e fo cruel, a ve the joyful hours of love all gone 
flnd\flcd ? And will th^y never more return'? 
Do you perceive, aha ! how gloomy and hor- 
pbit is that fad appnebenfion ? And yet, rof 
^he^'3 xrommaads 40*6 pofitive^ the danger o^ 
toy :loflcfir is (certatiu Think, tmj dear Cbura^ 
/^ pa 
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orrtHe refult of fuch oppofite motions^, defirojr- 
irtg the effefts of each other in myvhfeart, A 
kind of ftupidiry has taken pofleSii^n of me, 
which makes me almoft infenfibleV and leaves 
Hie neither the ufe of my pafflons nor my rea- 
fon. The prefent moment,., you teH me, is 
critical — I know, I feel itr is i and ' yet I was 
never more incapable tOiConduA myfelf than 
now. I have fat down-more: than twenty times^ 
to write to my lovers, but I*^atn ready to- fink at 
every line. I haye^ no rcfource, my dear 
friend, butinyouv. Eet mc prevai! on you thea 
to think, to ffJNeak,- to z£t for me. I put my- 
felf into youi». h«nds: whatever ftep you think 
proper to take, I hereby eon&m beforehand 
everything you do ; I commit to your frien^- 
flsip-thatiid- authority over a lover which I have 
bougist fo. dear* Divide me for ever from my- 
felf.. Bill me, i£ (muft die; but do ^ot force 
me to phinge the dagger in my own breaft. Q, 
my good angel h my prote£treft ! what an emw 
ployment do I engage you in i Can you haij<c 
the courage to ga through it? Can you find 
means to ibftenits fevcrity? It is not my heart 
ftk>ne you will rend> to pieces. You know, 
Clara, yes, you know, how finccrely I am be- 
loved; that I have not even the eonfolation of 
being the mod ta be pitied. Letr my heart, I 
befeech you, fpeak from your lips, and let yourV 
fympathifi? with the tender compaffion of lovei 
Comfort the poor unfortunate youth, tdlhim^ 
aht teUhimfaf^ioiand agala-^o.yoii not ihink 
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fo, my dear friend ? do you not think that, in 
fpitc of prepofTeffions and prejudke, in fpite of 
all obftacles and crofles. Heaven^ has made us 
for eack other ? Yes, tell him fo — I am fure 
of it — we are deftincd to be happy. It i» im- 
poffible forme to lofc fight of that profpcdl: 
ic is impoflible for me to give up that delightful 
hope. Tell him, therefore, not to be too much 
afflided $ not to give way to defpair. Tou need 
not trouble youjrfclf ta exaft a promife of eter- 
nal love and fidelity ;, and ftiU lefk to make hinv 
a needlefs promife of mine. Is not the afiur- 
ance of both firmly rooted in our hearts ? Do 
we dot feel that we are indivifible, and that we 
have but one mind between us i Tell him only 
to hope, and that though fortune perfecutes U6» 
he may place his confidence m k^e^ which. I 
am certain, my dear coufin, will in fomc way or 
other compenfate for the evils it makes us fuffev ; 
as I am that, however heaven may difpoie of us^ . 
we ihail not live long from each other* 

P. S» After I had written the above, I went 

into my mother's apartment, but found myfdf 

« fo ill that I was obliged to return, and lie do^a 

on the bed. I even perceived— ^-^alas ! I aia 

afraid indeed, my dear, I am afraid the 

fall I had laft night will be qf much worfc con-^ 
fe^uencc than I imagined. If Co, all is over with, 
met all my hopes are vani(hed at oncej 

LETTEk 
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LETTER LXIV. 

iFROrM CUAVLJt TO MR. Oft>&£. 

IVIt father hath this mornihg^ rekted to me 
the converfation he had yeftcrday with you. I 
(peroetiKewith pleafuve that your expedbtions of 
what' you are pleafed to^^ call your happmeis ^rc 
tiot ^without «founiiationt you- know, I hope, 
tl»t it will prove mice-lloo^. Efteem and {riend- 
^ ihip are already in your. poSeiBon, and all of 
that more tender, •^€«timen^,of which my heart is 
capable is aMb^our'*.. ^t, be not deceWed ; as 
a woman, f ^m a kind of monftcr ; 1>y whatfo- 
^vcr ftrange whim of nature it happens 1 know 
CLcr^ but- tivis^ i- h»ow, that rayv friendlbip is 
' more powerful than my love. :When I tell you 
diatmy Eteiia is dearer to me than myfelf, you 
only laugh 9t me*; and yet nothing can be more 
certain. £1<m£i is fo len£yble of this, that (he 
is more jealous for you than you are for yourfelf. 
And whilftyou are contented, 4be is upbraiding 
-mc^ ths^ 1 do. not love you fufficiently. I am 
even fo ibongly interefted in every thing which 
' concerns her, that ther lover and you hold fiearly 
^the fame place in my heart, though in a^diSerent 
-mimDer. What I feel <for him k &iendfhtp 
conly.; butit is violent: for you, I thin^, I per- 
ceive fomething of a certain paffion called lotve; 
but then it 4s tranquil. Now, though this might 
appear fufficiently equivocal to difturb the repofe 

of 
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of a jealous mindi I da not believe it will canfiii 
much une^finds to you. % 

How far, alas j are the(e two poor fouls from^ 
that tranquillity which we prefume to enjoy ( 
and how ill does this^ contentment become ms^ 
whilft our fronds are in defpair ! It is decreed 
they mud part, and perhaps this may be the 
very inftant of their eternal reparation^ Who 
Knows but their mutual dejection, .with which 
we reproached them at the concert^ might be a < 
foreboding chat it was the laft time they ihould 
ever meet? To this hour your friend is ig»> 
ttorant o£hi^ deftiny. In the iecurity of his heatt 
hf. ftill enjoys the felicity of which he is already 
deprived. In the very inftant of defpair he taftes^ 
in idea, the ihadow of happinel^^ and like < one 
who is on the brink of fudden death, the poor 
wrCcch dreams of exiftence, unapprehenfive of 
hb fate. O heavens ! it is from me he is to 
receive the fad fentence« O friendfhip divine ! 
the idol of my foul ! arm me, I befeech thee, 
with thy fecrct cruelty. Infpirr me with bar- 
barous refolutidn, and- enable me to perform this 
fad duty with becoming magnanimity ! 

I depend on your afliflance, and I fhould 
expeA it even if you loved me lefs ', for I know 
your tender heart : it will have no need of the 
zeal of love whefi humanity pleads. You will 
engage our friend to come to jne to-morrow 
morning; but be fure not to mention a fy liable 
of the aflFair. l^o.day I muft not be interrupted. 
I ihall pafs the afternoon with Eloiia. £nd^a« 

vouf 
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-vaur to find )L.ord B— — , and bring him with 
you about eight o'clock this evening, that wc 
may come to fome determination concerning 
the departure of 'this unhappy man, and endea- 
vour to : prevent his ^cfpair. 

*I have great confidence in his refolution, added 
to our'precautions, and I haveftill greater de- 
pendence an his paffion for Eloifa : her will, ^e 
danger «of bdr life and honour^ a^e motives 
Wjhich he cannot rcfift. JJc it as it will, you may 
be aiTured that i ihail not dreiim of marriage till 
Eloifa has recovered her peace of mind, i will 
not ftain the matrimomal 'knot wfth the tears of 
my friend* So that, if you really love me, your 
intereft will fecond your gencrofity, and it be- 
comes your own afialr> rather #han tb;^ of 
another* 
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CLAHA^TO £L01SA« 

J\ X L is over I and, in fpite of her indifcretion, 
tny Eloifa is in fafety. Her fecrets arc 
buried in filcnce. She is ftill loved and chc- 
rithcd in the midft of her friends and relations, 
pfofTefiing every one's efteem, and a reputation 
without blemtth. Confider, my friend, and trem- 
ble for the dangers which, through motives of" 
love or Ihame, through fear of doing too little 
or too much, you have run. Learn hence, too 
|bnd or too fearful girl^ never more to attempt 
•^ to 
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\o reconcile fentiaients fo incompatible^ and 
thSiik heaven » that, through a happinefs pecu* 
liar to youi^felf, you have cfcaped the evils that 
threatened you* 

I would fpare your furrowing heart the parti'* 
cuiars of your lover's cruel and neceflary depar- 
ture. But you deiired to know them; I pro- 
mifed you ihould^ and will keep my word with . 
that iioc^rity which ever fubiiiled between us. 
Read on then, my dear and unhappy, friend; 
read on, but exert your couragCi and maintain 
your refolution. 

The plan I had concerted, and of which 
I advifed you yefterday, was punctually followed 
in pvery particular. On my return home, I 

found Mr. Orbe and my Lord B v with 

whom I immediately began, by declaring to the 
latter how much we were both aficdted by his 
hcf oic generoiity, I then gave them urgent rea- 
fons for the immediate depjarture of your fificnd, 
and told them the difiicultics I forefaw, in bring- 
ing it about. His lordfhip was pcrfeftly fen- 
iGble that it was neceflary, .and exprefled much 
forrow for the c£Fcfts of his imprudent zeaU 
They both agreed it was proper to haften the 
fcp2LT2Ltion determined, and to lay hold of the firft 
moment of confent,^ to prevent any new irrcfo- 
lution 5 and to fo^tch him/romthe danger of de- 
lay. I would have engaged Mr. Orbe to make 
the neceflary preparations, unknown to your 
friend ; but his lordfliip, regarding this affair as . 
his own, inMcd on taking charge of it. He 

accordingly 
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aecordirigly piromiftd mcj that his- chaife flionld 
bcf-readf at clcvien o'clock this morning; adding 
that he would carry him off under fomc otKer 
pretext, and accompany him as far as it might 
be neccflSry 5 opening' the matter tahim at lei- 
fore. This- expedient, hOAvever; did nor appear 
to mfc fuflfclcntly operi and finccrci nor would!' 
cdnftnt to cxpofe hlm^ at a difhinte; to the'firft' 
cflSrfks of a dcfpair, which might more cafily' 
i^cape the eyes of Lord B^— ^— ^ than mine. 
For the ft me reafon, Ididnotclofe with his lord- 
ihip's propofal of {peaking himfelf to him, and • 
ptTvailing on him* to dtptrt. I forefaw that ne- 
gociation would ht a ddicate ^fiair, and I was* 
unwilling to truft any body with- it but myfelf ; 
knowing much better Bow^ to manage his fen- 
fibHityi and alfo that there is always a faarfh- 
nefs in the arguments of the men'Whidi a woman 
beft^ know* how to foftcn. I concei<red^ nevdr- 
thelefs,- that my lord might bfe of ufe In* prepar- 
ing the way for an eclairciflement ; beings feni. 
fible of the effe^ which the •dircwirfef' of a man' 
of fenfe might have over a virtuous mfind ^ and*' 
¥4iat force the perfiia^ons of a -friend might gi^^ 
to the arguments of a philofcfpher, ' 

I engaged Lord B- ' y therefore, to- pafr' 

the evening with him, and' without faying- any ^ 
thing diredTy of his fittiation, to endeavour ta 
4ifpofc his mind infewfibly to' a ftoical refolu- 
tion. " You, «ny lord^ who are fo WeH ac- 
quainted with CpiAetiis (fays I) have- now^ an 
opportunity of. making fome rcaf \xfc of him. 

Diftinguiih 
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JDiftinguifli carefully between real and apparent , 
good, between that which depends on ourfelves 
and what is dependent on others. Demonftrate 
to him, that, whatever threatens us from with- 
out, the caufe of evil is within us y and that the 
wife man, being always on his guard, has his 
happinefs ever in his own power." I upderftood 
by his lordfhip's anfwer that this ftrpke o.f irony, 
which could not offend him, fcrved to excite 
his zeal, and that he counted much on fending , 
his friend the next day well prepared. This, in- 
deed^ was the moft I expefted ; for in reality, I 
place no great dependence, any more thanyour- 
felf, oi> all that verbofe philofophy. And yet 
I am perfuaded a virtuous man muft always feci = 
fome kind of fhame, in changing at night the 
opinions he embraced in the morning, and in de- 
nying in his heart the next day what his reafoa 
dictated for truth the preceding night. 

Mr. Orbe was defirous of being qf their 
party, and pafEng the evening ♦with them-; • 
but to this I objedied ; as his prefcnce jnight 
\ only . difturb, or lay a reftraint on the con- ; 
verfation. The intereft I have in Wm does not 
prevent me from fceing-lie is not a n^atch 
for the other two. The mafculine turn of 
thinking in men of ftrong minds gives a pecy-, 
liar idiom to their difcourfe, and makes them, 
converfe in a language to Which Mr. Orbe is a 
ilrangcr. In taking leave of them, I thought, 
of the effefts of his lordfhip's drinkmg punch ;. 
and, fearing he might, When in liquor, anti«^ 
Vol/L N cipate 
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cipatc- my dcfign, I lauglrmgly hint?e<l as mtidi 
to him: to which he aiifwcrc*, I might be 
affiired he woule! indtrige^Winfetf in fiwJh habile 
only wbc» it could -be of no itt tfkSt > but 
that he was no Save to irufiKmi $ thai the mt«r- 
view ifttentfed concerned Etoi&'s honour, the 
fofteine and perhaps the Hie of a man, and that 
man his friend. **- 1 AM dVink my punch (con- 
timied he) as ufual, lt& it fliould gwc our eon- 
verfatkm an air of refcrrc and preparation 5 bat 
that pttnch ihaUbe mere lemonade ; and, as he 
drinks none, he will not perceive it.** — Don't yoa 
think it, mf dear^ a great mortification, to have 
contracted habits' that makeiueh precaufions as 
tbefe Bcccflary ? 

I pafled the night in* great a^tation of mind, 
not aUogether on your account. The innocent 
pkafures of our early youth, -the agrceablenefs 
of our long intimacy, and the clofer connexions 
that have fubfifted between us for a year part, 
on account of the difficulty he met with in fee- 
irig you — all this filled me with the moft diC- 
agrecsble apprchenfions of your feparation. I 
perceived I was going to lofe, wkh the half of 
you, a part of my own exiftence. Awiike and 
reftleft, I laf counting the clock, iwid wlien the 
morning dawned, I (huddered'to thitik it was the 
dawn of that day which might fix the deftiny 
of my friend. I fpcnt the early part of the 
morning in me<iitating on my Intended diicourfe^ 
and in refie£Kng on the impreffions ifr might 
make. At length the hour drew nigh, and my 

acpefted 
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t;3(pe^ed TiGtor emered* He appeared muck 
troubled, and haftllj aiked me after jou; for he 
ji,ad lieard^ the day after your levere treatmcilt 
frooi yaur father, that you were ill, 'whkh was 
j^efterdajT confirmed by my Lord S > ■■ > and that 
y-W had kt^pt your bed ever &ictf« To ayoict 
eptering into particulars on tbi& Ai%A, I told 
hm I had left you be|ter laft night, and that ha 
would know more by the return of Uans, whom 
I. had ient t6 you. My frecantion wa$ tt> pir 
purpofe, he went on asking me a hundred ^peC^* 
« tifOnSy to whlch|r as chey only tended to lead me 
from, my purpofe, I made fhort aofwers^ and took 
upon me. to interrogate hifla in my turn^ 

I began, hy endeavouring to found his difpo- 
fition of nundy and found him gra^^j^ methodic 
cal> and reafonable. Thanfe heaveui faid I ta 
myfelf, my philofopher h well prepajced. No»- , 
thing, remaned, thorefore, biiit to put him to the 
triaK It ^ an ufual cuftom to open bad news; 
by degrees ; but the knowledge I had of the 
furious imagination of your frieivl) which^ at 
half at word^s fpeaking carries him often into the 
moil paffiouate extremes, determined me to take 
a contrary method^ as I thought it 4>ettec to. 
overwhelm him at once, and admimftpr com&rt 
to hin^ afterwacdSk than jieedldTsly to multiply 
his gr iefis, and gv^a him a thouiand p^s infbe^ of 
one. AiTuimng, therefore, a more iierious cone, 
^ind looking at him very attentiv^ely ; ^^ Have you: 
ever experieoceil, my friead ((aid I) what the 
£(;tftitude of » great mind is capable of? iDoyoH 
N2 think. 
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think It poffibic for a man to renounce tlie 6b* 
jcft he truly loves ?^ I had fcarce fpoke, before 
he ftarted up like a madman ; and, clafping his 
hands together, ftrutkf them againft his forehead, 
crying out, ** I underftand you, Eloifa is dead ! my 
Eioifa is dead !'* repeated he, in a tone of defparr 
and horror that made me tremble. V I fee through 
your vain circumfpeftion, your ulclefs cautions, 
that only render my tortures, more lingering and 
cruel.'* Frightened as' I was by fo fudden a tran- 
fport, t foon entered into the caufe : the news 
lie had heard of your illnefs, the leftnrc which 
Lord B - — —had read him, our appointed • meet- 
ing; this morning, my evading his queftions, and 
thofe I put to him, were all fo many collateral 
circumftances combining to give hrm a falfe 
alarm. I faw plainly alfo what ufel might have 
made of his miftake, by leaving him in it a few 
minutes, but I could not be cruel enough to do 
it. The thought of the death of the perfon 
one loves is fo ihocking, that any other what- 
ever is comparatively agreeable ; I haftened ac- 
cordingly to make the advantage of it. " Perhaps, 
(faid I) you will never fee her again, yet fhe is 
.alive, and ftill loves you. Jf Eloifa were dead, 
what could Clara have to fay ? Be thankful 
to heaven that, unfortunate as you are, you do 
not feel all thofe evils which might have over- 
whelmed you.'* He was fo furprifed, fo ftruck, 
fo bewildered, that, having made him fit down 
again, I had leifure to acquaint him with what ^ 
it i¥as neccflary for him to know. At the 

fame 
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lame time I reprefented the generous bchayiouf 

of Lord B in the noft amiable light, in 

order to divert his grief, by exciting) in his 
honeft mind, the gentler emotions of gratitude. 
" You fee (continued I) the prefent ft ate of af- 
fairs. Eloifa is on the brink of deftru£lion> 
juft ready to fee herfclf cxpofed to public 
dilgrace by the rcfcntment of her family, by the 
violence of an enraged father^ and her owq de^ 
fpair. The danger increafes every moment; 
and, whether in her own* or in^ the hand of 
a father, the poniard is every inftant of her life 
within an inch of her heart. There remains 
but one way to prevent thefe misfortunes^ and 
that depends entirely on you. The fate of 
Eloifa is in your bands. Try if you have the 
fortitude to iave her from ruin, by leaving her, 
fincc flic is no longer permitted to fee you, op 
whether you had rather ftay to be the author 
and witnefs of her dilhonour ? After having done 
every thing for you, ftie puts your heart to the 
trial, to fee what you can do for her. It H afto- 
nifhit»g that Ihe bears up under, her diftrefies. 
You arc anxious for her life ; know then that her 
life, her honour, her all depends on you." 

He heard me without interruption ; and no 
fooner pcrfeilly comprehended me, than that 
wild gcfture, that furious look, that frightful air> 
which he had put on juft before, immediately 
di(appcared. A gloomy veil of forrow and con- 
fternation fpread itfelf over his features, while 
bis mournful eyes and bewildered countenance, 
N 3, betrayed 
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hmnjtd tlxe fitdxiefs of kit> heart* In tfaift& 
tnatkm lie could iordlf open bis lips lo «iakc 
me an axilVrer, ** Muft I then go ? {&id he, in m 
peculiar tone;) it is wcl^-*-i vill go. Ha^e 
I not lived long enough ?*•— .<« No (returned I) not 
f»f you &ould ftill live for her who loves youi. 
Have you forgot that her iife is depeadtnt on 
your^ ?''— « Why then Aoald our Mixes, he fcja* 
rtted J (cried hc^} there vm atkne-^It is W9t 
yettoobte^'' 

I afl&fled nor toundeiAand the laft wcnds^and 
was endeavoiaring to conofoct him -with fomt 
iiopei, \rhkh I could ^ his h«8rt rqcded^ 
pfhcn Hans returned <inirh the good news vlytmt 
heahh« in the joy he felt at this (he crkd out) 
« My EfoSfii litfs--kt her Ihty and if poSBiOt 
be happy. I will never difturb her i^pofe^I witt 
only bid her adieu --^^md, if k muft be ib, wiU 
leave her for ever*' 

■ ** You furely know (faid I) that ybu: are 
sot ptsrmitted to iee her. You have already 
bidden liarewellj and are parted. Coniider» 
therefore, you will foe more at eafe when you 
are at a greater diftance, and will have at leaft 
the confohktion to thiidc you have &cured, bf 
ytwr departure, the ^ace and repataiiaon bf her 
you love« Fly then, this hour, that moment % 
nor kt fo great a facrifice be made too flow« 
Hafte, left even your del^ay fhouid caufe the nihi 
of her to whofe ibcurity you have devoted your- 
fclf.^— .« What ! <faid he in a kind rffiiry) ihali I 
depart without feeing^ her i Not fee her again } 

We 
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W'e mil both ipcxiQx if it mitft be -To. I know 
&e will not tUiik .much to die with me. But I 
If Ul fee lier, whatever may fee the confequciice ; 
I will lay bdth<iiy heart and life at her ifcet, before 
I am that t6m from inyfelf,"-*-It was not difii-' 
€oh fer me to Qnom tkt abfiirdtty and cruelty 
of foch a proieft. But the endamatioa of 
SMI I fie itr no morel repeated in tfac mofl: 
dfotofiil acoentft) feemcd to <kmand <if «se ibme 
confototaom. ^^ Why (£iid I to him) do foa mskc 
your toisfbrtunes worfe tlian they really are ? 
Why 4o yd« give vp hopee wihich £loifli herfelf 
^eitterraihs.f Oatn you 4>eliete ihe vould think 
of thus parting wiiii you, if ihe coocerved you 
were not to cieet lagaio? No, my £riend, you 
•ught to know the he^t ^f Eloifa better* Tou 
nought to k^ow hew much ihe prefers her love 
to her life. I fear, %tlas ! too much I k«r (this 
I cDnfefs I httve added) ihe wiH ibfon prefer it to 
ettry thing. Believe me, Etoifa lives in hopes, 
HtKt flie cQtrfewtt to 4ive z believe we, the c«m- 
tiems which lier prudence fii^fcrtcs regard your- 
(tlf mere thm you are vwaire of; ^d th»t fiie 
fe me>re c^rcfW of beitfelf on yoor 'accoum than 
her 10 wn.*' I Aon itoofc ^t your laft letter 5 land, 
Jhowing him whtft were the hopes of 'a fond de- 
Itided girl, animated his, hy the gentle wwrmth 
t)f her tender ^3q)rcffiQns. ^rhefe few tines 
feemed to'diftil a falotary %aflfam *mto h« 4&n- 
Tcnomed heart. iHfis looks ^foftened, the tears 
tofe tnto Ws eyes, and I had Hhe fatisfeftion of 
Seeing aforrowfolterideMieis AKiceed by degrees 

10 



«<^ E L Q I S A. 

to his former defpair ; but your laft words^ {i> 
moving, fo heart felt, we Jball nU live long 
Mfundery made him burft mto a flood of tears. 
•' No, Eloifa, my dear Eloifa ! (faid he, raifing his 
•voice, and kifling the letter) no, we fhall not live 
long afunder. Heaven vrill either join our haikls 
in this werld, or unite our hearts in thofe eter- 
nal manfions where there is no more feparatiou^/' 
Hd tvas now in the temper of mind I wiibed 
to have him ; ■ his former fuUen ibrrow gave 
me much nneafinefs. I Ihould not have per- 
mitted him to depart in that di({>ofition \ but, 
as foon as I faw him weep, and heard your en- 
dearing nanie come from his lips^ with ,{o much 
render nefi, I was no longer in apprehensions for 
his life \ for nothing is lefs tender than defpSMr. 
The foft emotions of his heart now diftated 
an obje£lion which I did not forcfee.. He fpokc 
to me of the condition in which you lately fuf- 
peAed yourfelf to be ; protefting he would rather 
die a thoufand deaths than abandon you to thofe 
perils. that threatened you. I took care to iay 
nothing about the accident of your fall; telling 
him only that ybur expeftations had been dif- 
appointed, and that th^re were no hopes of that 
kind. To which he anfwered with a deep iigh, 
•* There will remain then no living monument of 
my bappinefs j it is gone, and" — Here his heart 
ieemed too full for cxpreffion. 

After this, it remained only for me to execute 
the latter part of your commiffion ; and for 
which I did not think, after the intimacy iti which 

vou 
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you lived, that £ny preparation Or apologj wai^. 
neceflarj. I mildly reproachec) him, therefore^ 
for the little care he had taken of his affairs;., 
telling him, that you ^ear^d it would be long be-^ 
^ £ore he would be more careful, and that in the 
mean time you commanded him. to take care of 
himfelf for your fake, and to that end to ac- 
cept of that fmall prefent which I had to make. 
him from you.^ He feemed neither offended at 
the offer, nor to make a merit of the accept- 
ance ; telling me only, that you well knew no- 
thing cduld come from you tl^t^ he (hould not 
receive with tranfport ; but that your precaution, 
was fuperfluous, a little houfe which he had^ 
fpld at Grandfon, the remains of his fmall pa« 
trimony, having furnifhed him with more money, 
than he ever had at any one time in his life. ** Be- 
fides (added he) I poflefs. fome talents, from, 
which I can always draw a fubfiftence. I fhall 
be happy to find, in the excrcife of them, fome 
diverfion from my misfortunes 5 and, fince I. 
have ken the ufe to which Eloifa put her fu-. 
perfluities, I regard it as a treafure facred to the. 
widow and the orphan, whom humanity ,will 
never permit me to neglcft*" I reminded him of. 
his former journey to the Valais, your letter, 
and the precifenefs of your orders* " The fame 
reafons (faid I) now fubfift''— ** The fame ! (in- 
terrupted he) in an angry tone. The penalty 
of my refufal then, was never to fee her more;/ 
if fhe will permit me now to ftay^ I will ufe it 
on tfaofe conditions. If I obey^ why does fhe 
. . N5 piiniih. 



«9» E L O I S A. 

ptmifbmc? If I da not, what tan flieioworfe 
than' pnnifh tnt ? The fame rcftfons ! (repeat-* 
ed he, wkK fotac impatience.) Our union tl^n 
^z% laft commenced ; k is now at an end, ^and I 
part from ber perhaps for cveri tkere is no 
longer any conneition between us, ^e wtt going 
to be torn afunder." He prononnccd theft laft 
nifords with fueh an oppreOion of heart> that I 
trembled with the app^ehenfions of his rddpfing 
into that difpofitionof mind, out of which T 
had taken fo much pains to extdcate him. I af» 
feAed therefore an air of gaiety, and totd bia>|. 
with a fmSe, that he was a child, and that f 
would be his tutor, as he flood greatly in need 
of one. " I will take charge of this (faid I) a«id>. 
that we may difpofe of h properly in the bufi- 
nefs we fhall engage in together, I infift upon 
knowing particularly the ftate of yow affairs." f 
endeavoured thns to divert his mdancholy idea* 
by that of a familiar correfpondence to be kept 
up in his abftnce; and he, >rhofe fimpH^ 
dty only fought to lay hold of every twig, 
as one may fay, that grew near to you, came 
eaffly into my defign. We Accordingly ftttkd 
the ^ddrtk o£ our letters 5 and, as the talking 
about thefe regulations- was agreeable lt> him, I 
pf olottgcd our difcourft on this febjefl: liM Mr. 
t>rbc arrived; who, on his entrance, made a 
fignal to me that every thitig Wa* ready. Your 
friend, who caiHy underftood what was meant, 
then defined lea^ to wite to you ; but I woAld 
liot permk him. 1 faw that an excels of ten- 

derncfs 
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demefs might overcome him, and that, after he 
had got half tiraj through his l6ttor> we might 
find it impoilible to prevail on him to depart* 
** Delays (faid I) are dangerous ; make hafte to 
go 'f and, when you are arrived at the end of 
your feril ftage, you toay write more atyour^ 
cafe/* III fayiAgthis, I kinde a fign-to.M*. Orbc, 
ttdvcfnced towards- him with' a heavy heart, ^ni 
took leave. How he ieft me I know not^ 
Wiy tears preventing my 6g(ht j tnf head began 
t\(6 to turn round> and it wai high tifM my (art 
\vas ended. 

A moment afterwards^ howevcf, I heatnl 
them go haftily down ftair^ \ on which t n^til 
to the ftalNhead, t<o loolt after them. There T 
faw your fricrid, ill ali Ms e*tfaVaganee, thro# 
himfelf ott his knees, iti the middle of the ftairs^ 
and Jdfs the fteps \ while Mf . Orbe had mtich to 
do to r^aiie him from the cold ftones^ 1rhh:h hie 
prefled with his Hj[)s> and to which he clung 
with his hatids, fighteg rtoA bitterly. F6r my 
part, I retired> that 1 might not cxpofe myfetf 
to the fervant^. 

Soon after, Mr^Orbc returtved, and, trith team 
in his eyes, trfd ihc h was aH oVci*^ atad thtt 
ihey wei-e fet ont. It feems the chaifi Was nicady 
at hi^ door, iriktre Lord E-^ — \fas waiting for 
bur friedd, whom^ when hk lordfhjp faW, he 
r^n to meet hin^, land, wkh the mod cordial 
expreSMI of friendlkip, i^aiced him in the 
thaife, wliich idtote off #ith thetn like %ht^ 
iAhg. 

JLETTER 
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TO ELOISA. 



OW often have I taken up^ and Sung 
down my pen ! I hefitatc in the • firft pe- 
riod : I know not how, I know not where, to 
begin. And yet it is to Eloifa I would write* 
To what a fituation am I reduced ? That time 
IS, alas I no more, when a thoufand pleafing ideas 
crowded on my mind, and flowed inexhau{libl7 
from my pen. Thofe delightful moments of 
mutual confidence, and fweet effuiion of fouls^ 
:ure gone apd fl<3d. We live no longer for each 
other— We are no more the fame perfons, and 
I no longer know to whom I am writing. W^^l 
you deign to receive, to read my letters ? 
Will you think. them fufficiently ca\itious and 
refcrvdd ? Shall I preferve the ftile of our for- 
mer intimacy ? May I venture to fpcak of a 
paffion^xtinguiihcd or defpifed? and am I not 
to make as diftant approaches to Eloifa, as on 
the firft day I prefumed to write ? Good hea- 
vens ! how different, are the tedious hours of my 
prefent wretchedneis from thofe happy, thofe de- 
lightful days I have pafled ! I but begin to exift> 
and am funk into nothing. The hopes of life that 
warmed my heart are fled, and the gloomy pro- 
fpeft of death is all before me. Thr^ revolv- 
ing year-s haje circumfcribed Ae h^ppincft of my" 
caiiftence. Would to God I had ended them, ere 

Ihad 
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I had known the mifcry of thus furviving my- 
felf ! Qh ! that I had obeyed the foreboding dic- 
tates of my hearty when once thofe rapid mo- 
ments of delight were pai&d, and life prefei^ted 
Nothing to my view for which I could wifli to 
Uve ! Better, doubtie&, had it been that I had 
breathed no longer, or that thofe three years 
of life and love I cp}ojed could be extracted 
from the number of my days. Happier is it 
never to tafte of felicity than to have it fnatched 
from our enjojrment:. Had I been exempted 
from that fatal interval of happinefs ; had I ef- 
caped the firfl: enchanting look^ that animated 
me to a new life, I might ftill have prelerved 
my reafon, have ftill been fit to difcbarge the 
common offices of life, and have difplayed per* 
haps fome virtues in the duration of an infipid 
exiflence. One moment of delufion hathchang-* 
ed the kenc. I have ventured to contemplate 
with rapture an- object on which I fhould nott 
have dared to look, Tius pcefumption has pro« 
duced its. neceflary cfieft, and. led me infenfibly, 
to ruin, I am become a frantic, delirious wretch, 
a fcrvile difpirited being, that drags along hi» 
chain in ignominy and defpair. 

How idle are the dreams of a diftraded mind 1 
How flattering, kow deceitful the wifhes of the 
wandering heart, that difdaims them as foon^as 
luggeAed>! To' what end do we feek, againfk 
seal evils, iniaginary remedies, that are no fooner 
thought of than rejeftedi Who, tbathath fcen 
and felt the. power, of love^ can think it poiSbk 

there 
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tliere AKioldbe t happinefi irfaicb^ I Would pttr^ 
cluife tt Uifc price of the fupteme felicitf t>£ mf 
firft tr»iifix>rtft? Ko> k it impoffiM^-J[ieit heavtn 
Atnj me all other bleffings^ fet ine he v^tietchetf^ 
but I wiB indulge myfetf in the ^eitiendbrance 
^ pleafuf es pa(^. Better k it to enjoy th6 re- 
eoHeftiod of mjr paft ha^pteefi, Ihbtigh^mbittcc- 
ed with p^efcnt rorroW^ than to be forettr happy 
Without Efoita* Gome theii» dear ktoge of mj^ 
love, thou id^l^f ttif foul ! cotne^itdd tdte poT^' 
feffion of a btthtt that beati Ofaly for thee; live 
in exile, alleviate my fbrrows, re-kindte mf tt- 
t^guifhed hopes) and prevent me froM falling 
hito dcfpaii!!. fhife unfortunate breiift flial! evet 
he thy inviol«d)te limftuary, whence nfehhcr th6 
p6>8vers of kcaveu or eatth (hall cter eitpei thee. 
If I am loft to hapjnneA, t atfi hot to love, 
which tenders me worthy Of *e— a love irrefift- 
ible as the charms that giave It btrih. Raifed on 
the immxjveable fbuhdatibtts oF merit and virtue, 
it can nevier ceafe to earfft In a miod thiit h im* 
mortal : it oet^s no faiurc hope f6r its fiipport, 
the remembrance of what h paft wiB fuftaih h 
fcr e^er* 

But, how is it wkh my Eloifef Wkh her 
who wsfs once To fenfible of i6ifti Can that 
fetrcd flathe be extinguiflied !n her pure and fuit. 
eepta^le bre^? Can Ac have loft her tatte 
for thofc celeftial raptures. Which ftie atelit 
couM feel or iolpire ?-^She driven me fi^om her 
^rcibuce Without pity, bsmlflits me with Adme, 
gives me up tt) tieQjair, attdlfees ftOt> thrbtigh th« 

cnor 
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emyr mhkh tnHleads htr^ that hi mdtitig tut 
ttiferaMei fKe rote hericif of happindfs. Be-* 
lit$e mo^ mj EMCa, you 'will in vam feek ano« 
^tr heart a*km .to Tour's. A thoufand will 
dMbtfefs adoirc yoQ, bot tn!l» only !s capaUe 
o^^gtamtllg your Idve^ 

T«ll me, tcU me fincercly, thofu deceivtd or 
dttoeiving girl, what is become of thofe pro- 
jefts wc fbnited together hi fecret ? Where are 
flod thofe vam hope^, with Vrhith yon fo ofteii ' 
flattered my credulous fimpliehy? What ifay 
you now to that lacred onion tny heart panted 
after, the fccret eaufe of fo many ardent fighs, 
and with which ytmr Ups and your pen have lb 
often iridulged my hopes? 1 |«*efumed, alas! 
on your promifes, to aQpirc to the facred name 
of hufbandy and thought myfelf already the mod 
fortunate of men. Say, cruel Eloifa, did yoti 
not flatter me thus only to reader mj difappoint- 
ment the mcMre mortij^^ing, my affliftion th& 
more feverc? Have I ineurttd this mirfbrtthie 
by my owft fauhf Hate 1 been wanting Itk 
obedience, in traift^^ilky, in dlfcretion ? Hate 
yoa ever feen me fo weak and abfurd ih my dc-* 
fires, as to defervt to be thus rejefted ? or have 
I ever preferred {heir gratification to your ab* 
folute commands f I have done, t have ftudied, 
every thJng to ^kafe you, and yet yoti renounce 
tat. Tott undertook to make me happy^ and 
you make me miferaMc. tyngrateful woman 1 
account with me for the truft I depbfited jn yottf 
hands *y accoui^ vrithr me for my heart, after 

having 
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having feduced it bj a fupreme felicity that raifei 
me to an equality with angels. I envied not 
their lot 5 1 was the happieft of beings j though, 
now, alas ! I am the mofl miferable ! A fingl& 
momenc has dic^prived me of every things and 
I am fallen inftantaneouAy from the pinnacle of 
bappinels_to the lowed gulf of mifery*. I, touch 
even yet the felicity that efcapes^me j I have ftill 

hold of it, and lofe it for even — — • Ah^ 

could I but believe !-^—— -if the remain^ of falfe 
hope did not flatter—Why, why, ye rocks of 
Meiilejrte, whofe precipices my wandering eye 
fo often meafured, why did you not affift my. 
^fpair ! I had then lefs regretted life, ereenjoy<%^ 
ment had taught, me its value^ 
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LORD B TO CLARA*. 

'XjEiNG arrived at, Befan^on, I take the fir{¥ 
opportunity tp write to you the particulars of 
our journey ; which, if not paffed very agree- 
ably, has.^ at kaft been attended. with, no ill ac- 
cident. Your friend is as wdl in health as- 
^an be expe6);ed for a man fo ficjk at heart. Ho 
even endeavours to afe£t outwardly a kind of 
tranquility, to which his heart is a ilranger ; and. 
being afliamed. of his . weaknefs, lays 4ximfelf 
vnder a good deaj of reftraint before me. This 
only ferved, however, to betray the fecret agi- 
lations of his mind^ ai^d though I feemed c<x 

be 
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be deceived by his behaviour, it was only to 
leave him to his own thoughts, with the view 
of oppofing one part of his facukies to reprefs 
the effeft of the other. 

He was much dejefted during the firft day's 
journey, which I made a fhort one, as I faw 
the expedition of our travelling increafed his 
tincafincfs. A profound filcnce was obfcrved on 
both fides j on my part, the rather, as I am fen- 
fible that ill-timed cdndolcnce only embitters 
violent afHifUon. Coldnefs and indifference eafily 
find words, but filent forrow is in thofe cafes the 
language of true friend fliip. I began yeftcrdafy 
to perceive the firft fparks of the fury which na- 
turally fucceeded* At dinner-time we had beda 
fcarce a quarter of an hour out of the chaife^ 
before- he turned to me, with an air of impa- 
tience, and aiked me, with an ill-natured fmHc, 
** Wiry we refted a moment Co near Eloifa ?*' Iq 
the evening he affcfted to be very talkative, but 
without faying a word of her, alking the fame 
que^ions ov^r and over again. He wanted one 
moment to know if we had reached the French 
territories, and the next if we fhould fooh arrive 
at Vevai. The firft thing he did at every ftage 
was to fit down to write a letter, which he 
rumpled"up, or tore to pieces, the moment after- 
wards. I picked up two or three of theft blotted 
fragments, by which you may judge of the 
fituation of his mind. I believe, however, he 
has>by this time written a conjplete letter. - 
The cxtrs^va^ancQ which th^ef< jjrft fymptoms.^f 

paflicu^ 
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paffion threaten is czGlj Sottken^ but I canam 
px^end to guefs wliat will be its effie^ er how 
long may be ks continuance \ theie depend on a 
combination of circumftance% as the -chara£^er 
of the man^ the dcgroe and natsre of has pafiion» 
and of a thoufand things which no hunuui iagd* 
chy caa deteMune* for my part« I can anfwer 
£ot the traaQports of his«*age> but n^t ior the 
&Uenaefs of hiis de%aij&? for^ do as we wsfl, 
. €vetf iaaarhas ahir4^« his life in his own power. 
I fliitter myfislfy howe«<er» that he %iU p;if a dtie 
KgiMTd to his life and my affiluities$ though I 
dc;pcnd 4eis on the efl^As 'of my cseal, wliich ne« 
verthekft ^aH be exerted to tlh: utnvoft^ than xfa 
the natilreof has paffiotu >nd thedMUDader of his 
mifiafvfft. The mind cannot long .employ itfclf 
in 'COniemplating a beloved d^cA, without con- 
trading a difpofidon fimilar to what h admird* 
Th« extreme iweetnds of Eloka\ temper tauftt 
therefore, have foAened the hnritt^Cu of th^it 
pa£E[on k to^pired : and i doubt not b«t lonre^ in ^ 
laan of fuch lively paffions, is aihrays move adive 
mnd <violeAt than it would be in <nher$. I h»>e 
ibme dependenee ^h upon his ht2aft : it tt^ 
iotm^i lo ftruggle and to coftquer. A love like 
diis n not fo much a weakrhcffs, as Areftgth badly 
^oax^etL A violent and unhappy paQion may 
fiaother for a time, perhaps for «ver, fome of hfe 
fetultles; but it is itfctf a proof of their extel* 
tonct^ and of the ufe that may be made of the A 
to -cTdtivate his wfriterftattding. The fiiWmcft 
iriaott4l8 ttttaiftcd Igf Ae fame vigour of mind 

which 
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.which fjm» rOk to-^ ^riakettt paffions; and phi* 
lofophy nmft be attaiaed b; a$> fervent a ^cal as 
"that which we feel for a miftrefe. 

fie aflixred, lovely Cfara, I intereft myfclf no 
Icfn than you m the fate of thb tinforttmate 
conple ; nm out of a femtment of compaffion^ 
which migfaft perhaps be only a weaknefs^ but 
xmt of a due regard to jt^ee aftd the fitnefs oC 
jtfaings, which require that tvtiry one IhoiiM be 
difpoied of in ft matmer the m^ advant^eous 
to hhnielf aad to fbciety- Tlveit amiable minds 
were doabtle& fbrtned by the hand of nature 
for each other. la « peacelbl and happy union^ 
At liberty to exert their tafa»ta> and difpl^ their 
^irtues^ they nttght have eslightciicd the ^^rld 
.with the ^endoar of their exaoairfe* WhyftoukL 
aa abfurd prejudice then crofs Uie eternal direc* 
tions of nature^ and fubvert the harmoity of 
thinkirig fieingsj Why fliould the vanity of % 
<rucl fether thus iide tbeir light under a bujlnl^ 
and wound thole tender and benevolent be^s» 
which were formed to iboththe pai^s of others I 
Are not the ties of marria^ge the moft free» as 
well as' t he mofl: facred of all engagcmemst^ 
TeSi every law to hiy a confltaint on them it 
tinjuft. Every father who preflimes to form 
or break them is a tyrant* This chafte and holj^ 
tie of nature is thither fob^ded to fovereigft 
power nor parental authority ; but to the au- 
thority only of that common parent who hath 
the |iowtf over our hearti^ audi hy commanding 

their 
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their uniODi can at the fame timcjBake thao 
love each other. 

To what end arc natural, con veoiehcks*^ fan 
,crificcd to thofe of opinioa^^ A.xiifagr^cmeiit in 
.rank and fortune lofes itiJelf in ^ mar^mge, nor 
doth an equality therein jend to make the ma»* 
riage ftate happy ; bafc a difigr.ccmcnt in perfon 
and difpofltion ever reinain$y^anid Is^ that .whic^ 
makes it n^ceilarily oMferable*.;:. A child^ that 
has no rule of condiiidlt but her ^fond paffion, 
wiH frequently make ^. bad. choice, butthefa-^ 
ther, Atho has nor.other^rule foe his than the^opr-^ 
nion of the world,: will make a worie. A daughter 
may want knowledge and experience to form a 
proper jadgn^at of the difcretion and conduft 
of men; a. gpod father ought doubtlefs in that 
.cafe to adviie her. He has a right, it is^even his • 
duty tO: fay, f* My,, child, this is^ a man of pro- 
hity,pr that man ia.a knave y this is a naan of fenfe-^ 

or 

* In fome couotriei, agreement in rank and fortane U- 
2^1d fQ far preferable to that of nature and the heart, that 
an inequalit^Jn the former h judged fuffidenc ta prevent or 
tdiffolve the moft happy marriages, without any regard to 
the, honour of tKe unfortunatf lovers, who are daily made 
a (acrifice to fuch odiouA prejudices. I heard once a celebrai* 
ted cauft pteaded before the Parliament at Paris, "whereia 
the diftin^on of rank publicly and infolently oppofe^ 
Jbonefty, jnfticf , and tlie conjugal vow ; the unworthy pa- 
rents ;whp gainqd his caufe^ difioheriting his fon^ be^aufe he 
rcfufcd to a(St the part of a villain. The fair fex are,, in„ that 
jpolite country, fubje<ftcd in the grcateft degree to the tyranny 
of the laws. Is it to be wondered at that they jTo amply a>venge 
ti^mfelres in tl^e loo0;oeiii. of their manners i 
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^OT Aat IS a fool." Thus far ought the father to / 
judge, the reft of right belongs to the daughter. ^ 
The tyrants, who e:9:claim that fuch maxima ' 
tend to difturb the good order of fociety, arc 
thofe who, themfelvcs, difturb it moft. -^ 

Let men rank according to their merit ; and - 
Jet thofe hearts be united that are objefts of each 
other's choice. This is what the good order of 
focietf requires ; thofe who would confine it to ) 
birth or riches are the real difturbers of that i. 
.order ; and ought to be rendered odious to the j 
public, or puniihed as enemies to fociety. .^.^^ 

Juftice requires that fuch iibufes fhould be re* 
drefled : it is the duty of every man to fet him* 
felf in oppofition to violence, and to ftrengthen 
the bonds of fociety. Toti may be affured, there- 
fore, that, if it be poiEble for me to cffcft the 
union of thcfe two lovers, in fpite of an obfti- 
nate father, I {hall put in execution the intention 
of heaVen, without troubling nayjelf about the 
approbation of men. ' 

You, amiable Clara, are happy in having a 
father, who doth not prefume to judge better 
than yourfclf of tfie means of your own happi- 
nefs. • It is not, however, from his great faga- 
city, perhaps, nor from his fupcrior tenderneis, 
that he leaves you thus miftrefs of your own 
choice : but wh^t £gfiifies the caufe if the effeA 
be the fame ? or whether, in the liberty he al- 
lows you, his indolence fupplies the place of his 
reafon ? Far from abufing that liberty, the 
choice you have fiaade^ at twenty years of age, 

muft 
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muft meet with, the approbation o£ tli€ mod £S- 
creet parent* Tour hearty taken up by si fti^ud^ 
ihip without «xaj||ple, had httle room^ for love. 
You have yet fubftituted in its place every thiijg 
that can fupply the want of paflion jt smd though 
lc£»a loYcr than ftfriend^ if you ihould not happen 
t^.prove the fondeft wife^ jou vill be eectamlf 
the naeft virtuous i thai unioa* which prudeaee 
di&atedy viU incf eafe with afe^ and ead bit 
^th U^ Ths impuUe of the heaert is more 
blittdi, hxkt k is^ mare irrefiftible i and tbc way to^ 
ruin, is to- lay one^ftlf under the ci uel aeceffity 
of oppofing k. Happy are tbofc wham love unites 
as prudehce diAates^ who have no obftades to 
'fucmount« nor dlSeulties to encounter! Such 
wonbl be our friends, were it not for the uorea*- 
-fbnable prejudice of an obftiaate father. And 
fuch, BOtwidiftandingi sAay they be yet, if ooe 
of them be well adviled. By your's and Eloiia's 
e«aniide» we i^a^ be equally convinced thaJt it 
.belongs oxily to the parties themfelvcs t^ judge 
•how Ifar they will be leciprocaJly agreeable^. If 
Idve be not predocmnant, prudence only dire£^ 
the choice, as in youir cafe v if paf&on prevai]^ 
nature has abeady determined it, as in Eloira's, 
Sp iaered alfo i» the law of nature, that no bus- 
man being is. permitted to -tranfgrefs it, op can 
tcQUifgreft it. with iinpunity; nor can amy^oar 
I M^^Xxon of rank o« fortune abrogate k, wiih^w 
'. i»v»9hiing mankind in guilt and misfortune. 
^ ' Thotugh the winter be pretty far advanced, 
apd I ant oblig^ed tei gp to Roa^jg I ibalt not 

leave 
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lesve our friend till I have brovght him to flich 
a confiftcncy of temper that I may fafety truft 
hTm with himlelf. i fliail be tender qf him, as 
well on his o^im account, as becaufe yon have 
entnrftcd him to -my care. If I cannot make 
him happy, I wilt endeavour, at teaft^ to make 
him prudent; and<to prevail on him to bear the 
evils of humanity like a man. I purpofe taipeud a 
iorrntght with him here v in which time^ hc^ t<| 
bear from you and Eloifa ; and thatjyou will both 
affift me in binding up the wouadd of a brdten 
heart, as yet unaffeftcd by thcToicc ef reafon^ 
unlefs it fpeak in the language ^f the paiBons. 

Enclofed is a letter for your friend. I beg you 
will not tnjil it to a mcflcnger, but give it her 
with your own hands. 



FRAGMENTS 

jtnmxtd U tbt preceding LftUr. 

W H Y was I not permitted to fee you be- 
fore my departure? You were afraid our 
parting would be fatal I Tendcjr Eloifa ! be com- 
forted — I am well — I am at cafe — I live — I think 
0f you*— — X think of the time when I was dear 
to you— -My heart ia a little opprefle^ — ^Thc 
chaife has made me giddy— —My fpirits arc ^uite 
funk — I cannot write much to-day ; to-morrow, 
. perhaps, I fliall be aWe to— — or lihall have no 

gwieoccafio W '" »■ 

Whither 
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Wkither do thcfc horfi^ burrf mc fo hki 
Where is this man who calls himfelf my friend^ 
:going to carry &e ? Is 4t from Eloifa ? Is it by her 
"Order that I am di^atched fo precipitately away ? 
Miftafcen Eloifa ! — How rapidly does the chaife 
move ! Whence come I ! Where am I goin^ ? 
Why all this expedition ? Are ye afraid, ye per- 
fecutors, that I ihould not fly /aft enough, to 
ruin? Olriendlhip! Olovc! is this your contri- 
vance ? are thefe your favours? 

Have you confulted your heart in driving me 
from you fo fuddenly ? Are you capable, tell 
me £ioifa, are you capable of renouncing me 
for ever ? No, that tender heart iVill loves me, I 

know it does In fpite of fortune, in Tpite pf . 

itfelf, jt will love me for ever. 1 fee it, you 

have permitted yourTelf to be perfuaded * — - — ^ 
What lafting repentance are you preparing for 

yourfelf ! Alas I it will be too late— how ! 

forget me ! I did not know your heart ! . 

Oh ! confider yourfelf, confider *ne, tonftder — 
he^rme: it is yet time enough— 'twas crud to 
banifli mc : I fiy from you fwifter than the wind. 
— Say but the word, but one word, and I re- 
turn quicker than lightening. Say but one 
word, and we will be United for ever. We 
ought to be We will be Alas ! 1 com- 
plain t6 the winds 1 am going again 1 

am going to live and die far fr6m Eloifa 

Live ! did 1 fay ? It is" impoffiblc 

P It appcart by tlic fc<iti^l, tUl -thefe fuiptcioAtiell tipon. 
Jjord B— -*, and that Clara applies them to herfe^. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXVin. 

XOKl> :B-^ — to ELOISA. 

JL OUR coufin will give you information coh^ 
ccrning your friend. I imagine, alfo, he has 
written to you himfelf by the poft. Fi^ft fatisff , 
your impatience on that head, that you maj^ 
afterwards pcrufe thi? letter with compofure ; 
for I give you previous notice, the fubjeft of 
it demands your auention. I know mankind 5 
I have lived a long time in a few years, and 
have acquired experience at^ my own coft ; the 
pxogf efs df ^he paffions having been my road to 
philofophy. But of all the extraordinary things 
that have come within the compafs of my ob- 
fervation, I never faw any ^ing equal to yoa 
and your lover. It is not that either the one at 
the other has any peculiar characteriftic, where- 
by you might at firft be known and diftinguiflied, 
and through the want pi which your's migl^ well 
enough be mifl;aken, by a fuperlicial obferVer> 
for minds of a common and wdinary caft. Yp^ 
are eminently diftinguiftied, however,by this very 
difficulty of diftinguifhing you, and in that th^ 
features of a common model, fome one of which 
is wanting in every individual, are all equally 
perfeft in you. Thus every printed copy that 
comes from the prefs has its peculiar defefts, 
which diftinguifh it from the reft of its kind j and 
if there fliould happen to come ont quite per- 
feft, however beautiful it might appear at firft 
Vol.1. O fight. 
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fight, it muft be accurately examined to knoir 
its perfeftion. The firft timel iaw your lover, 
I was ftruck as with fomething new ; my good 
opinion of him increafing daily, in proportion 
as I found caufe. With regard to yourfelf, 
it was quite otherwife; and the fentiments 
you infpired wwe fuchas I miftook for thofc 
of love. The impreflion you made on me, 
however, did not arife fo much from a differ- 
ence of fex, as from, a cbarafteriftical perfec- 
tion, of which the heart cannot be infenfible, 
though love were out of the queftion. I can 
fee what you would be, though, without your 
friend ; but I cannot pretend to fay what he 
would prove without you Many men may re- 
femble him, but there is but one Eloifa in the 
world. After doing you an Injury, which I fhall . 
never forgive myfelT, your letter foon convinced 
me of the nature of my fentimenta concerning 
you. I found I was not jealous, and confe- 
cjucntly not in love. I faw that.you were too 
amiable for. me.; that you deferved the firft- 
fruits of the heart, and that mine was unwor- 
thy of you. 

-From that moment I took an intereft in your 
mutual happinefs, which will never abate ; and, 
imagining it in my power to remove every ob- 
ftacle to your blifs, I made an indifcreet appli- 
cation to your father ; the bad fuccefs of which 
IS one motive to animate my zeal in your 
favour. Indulge me fo far as to hear me, and 
perhaps I may yet repair the mifchief I have oc- 

cafioned. 
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caRon^d. Examine your heart, Eloifa, and fee 
if it be poflible for you to extinguifh the flame 
■with whkh it burns. There was a time, per- 
haps, when you would have flopped itsprqgrefs; 
biit if Eloifa fell from a ftate of innocence^ how 
will fhe refift after her fall ? How will ftie be 
able to withftand the power of love triumphing 
over her weaknefs, and armed with the dan- 
gerous weapons of her paft pleafures? Let not 
your heart impofe on Itfelf ; but renounce the 
fallacious prefumption that feduces you — 
you are undone, if you kre ftill to combat 
with love : you will be debafed and vah- 
quifhed, while a fenfe of your debafement will 
by degrees ftifle all your virtues. Love has 
infinuated itfelf too far into your mind, for 
you ever to drive it hence. It hals eaten its 
way, has penetrated into its mmoft recefles, 
like a corrofive menftnium, whofe impreffions 
you will never be able to efface, without 
deftroying at the fame time all that virtuous 
fenfibility you received from the hand of na- 
ture — root out love from your mind, and you 
will have nothing left in it truly eftlmable. 
Incapable of changing the condition of your 
heart, what then remains for jou to do ? No- 
thing fure but to render your union legitimate. 
, To this end, I will propofe to you the only me- 
'thod which now offers. Make ufe of it while 
it i5 yet time, and add to innocence and virtue 
the exercife of that good fenfe with which hea- 
ven has endowed you. 

' O z I have 
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I have a pretty confiderable^ftate In York- 
flirre, which has been loug in^our family, and 
vas the feat of my anceftors. The inanfion-: 
houfe is old, but in good condition, and conve* 
nicnt; the country about it is folitary, but plea- 
fant and variegated. The river Oufe, which 
runs through the park, prefents at once a charm- 
ing profpeft to the view, and affords a commo^ 
dious tranfport for all kinds of neceffaries. The 
income of the eftate is fufiScient for the reputa- 
ble maintenance of the matter, and. might be 
doubled in its value, if under his immediate in- 
fpe6lion. Hateful piepoifeffion, and blind pre- 
judices harbour not in that delightful country; 
the peaceful inhabitant of which preferves the 
ancient manners, whofe fimplicity prefents to 
you a pidure of the Valois, fuch as is defcribed 
by the affeding touches of your lover's pen. 
This eftate, Eloifa, is your's, if you will deign 
to accept it, and refide ther€ with your friend. 
There may you fee accompliflied all thofe tender 
wifhes with which he concludes the letter I have 
juft hinted at. 

Come, amiable and faithful pair ! the choiceft 
pattern of true lovers ; come, and take poffeffion 
of a fpot deftined for the afylum of love and 
innocence. Come, and in the face of God 
and man, confirni'the gentle ties by which you 
are united.' Come, and let your example do 
honour to a country where your virtues will be 
revered, and where the people, bred up in inno- 
cence and fimplicity, will be^proud to imitate 

them 
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them. May you enjoy in that peaceful retire- 
ment, and with the fame fentiments that united 
you, the happinefs of fouls truly refined ! may^ 
yjour chafte embraces be crowned with offspring 
refembliii^ yourfelves ! may you fee your days 
lengthened to an^honourable old age, and peace- 
fully end them in the arms of your children! 
and may your pofterity, in relating the ftory of 
your union, affcflingly repeat, " Here was the 
ajylum of innocence , this was the refuge of the two. 
lovers.^ 

Your deftiny^ Elbifa, is in your own power. 
Weigh maturely the propofal I make to you, 
and examine only, the main point; lor, as to 
the reft, I fhall take upon myfelf to fettle every* 
thing wMth your friend, and make fiim. and ir- 
revocable the engagement into which I am 
willing to enter. I Ihall take charge alfo for 
the fecurity of your departure, and the care 
of your perfon till your arrival. There ypti 
iBay be immediately married without diflEcuI- 
ty:_for with us, a girl that is marriageable 
has nt) need of any one's confent to difpofe of 
Berfelf as fhe pleafes** Our laws contradift 
not thofe of nature; and although there fome-^ 
times i-efult from their agreement fome flight 
inconveniences, they are nothing compared 
to thofe it prevents. I have* left at Vevai 
my valet-de-chambre, a man of probity and 
O 3 courage, 

■ •■ It II to be obferved, that thcfe letters were written befbr^ 
fbe a& of parliament, called the marriage a^, had paiTcd ia 
EnglapJ. " 
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courage, as well as difcreet, and of approtted 
fidelity. You may eafily concert matters with 
him, either by word of mouth, or by letter>. 
with the affiftance of Reggianino, without the 
latter's knowing any thing of the afl^ir. When 
every thing' is ready, we will- fet out to meet 
you, and you fhall not quit your father's houfe 
but under the conduA and prote6Hon of your 
hufband- 

I now leave you to think of my propofal : 
but give me leave to fay again, beware of the 
confequences of prejudice, and thofe falfe fcru- 
ples which too often, under the pretext of 
honour, condu6l us to vice* I forefee what will 
happen to you if you rejeft my offers. The ty* 
ranny of an obftinate father will plunge you inta 
an abyfs you will not be aware of till after your 
fall. Your gentlenefs of difpofition degenerates 
fometimes into timidity : you will fall a facri- 
fice to the chimerical diftinftion of rank*; yoa 
will be forced into an engagement which your 
heart will abhor. The world may approve your 
condu6l, but your heart will daily give the lie to 
public opinion ; you will be honoured, and yet 
contemptible injour own opinion. How much 
better is it to pafs your life in obfcurity and 
virtue ! 

P. S. — Being in doubt concerning your refolu- 
tion, I write to yoii, unknown to your friend ;. 

lell 

• Chimerical diftindion of rank ! It is aa EnglUh peer that 
talks thus. Can there be any reality in sU chii t Reader, what, 
thinkyott ofitf 
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left a refufal on your partfhould ruin at once the 
cxpedations I have formed of the good efFeds 
my care and advice may have upon his mind. 



LETTER LXIXi 

ELOISA TO CLARA. 

v>rH! my dear, in what trouble did yon 
leave me lad night I and wtiat a night did I 
pafs in reftefting on the contents of that fatal 
letter ! No, never did fo powerful a temptation 
tiffail my heart ; never did I experience the lilce 
agitation of mind : nor was ever more at a lofe 
to compofe it. Hitherto, reafon has darted fome 
ray of light to direft my fteps ; on every embar- 
raffing occafion, I have been able to difcern 
the moft virtuous^ part, and immediately to em- 
brace it. But now, debafed and overcome, my 
refolution does nothing but fiu6luate between 
contending paffions : my weak heart has now 
no other choice than its foibles; and Co deplora- 
ble is my blindncfs that, if I even choofe for the 
beft, my choice is not dire61ed by virtue, and 
therefore I feel no lefs remorfe than if I had 
done ill. You know who my father defigns for 
my hulband ; you know, alfo, to whom the in- 
diffoluble bond of love has united me : would I 
be virtuous,^ filial obedience and plighted vows 
impofe on me contradictory obligations. Shall 
I follow the inclinations of my heart ? 
Shall I .pay a greater legaid to. a lover 

thaa 
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than to a plvcnt ? In liilehing to the voice of 
cuher love or nature^ I cannot avoid driving the 
one or the other to defpair. In facrificing nay* 
felf to my duty, I muft either way be guilty of a 
crime, and which ever party I take, I muil die 
criminal and unhappy^ 

Ah, my dear friend ! yori^ who have been my 
conflant and only refoarcc, who have favcd me 
io often from death aod defpair, ohi think of my 
prefent horribk ftatc of mind ; for never were 
your kind offices, of coof61ation more necefiary. 
You know I have liftened to your advice, that 
I have followed your counfel : you liave feen 
how far, at the expenfe of my happinefs, .1 have 
paid a deference to the voice of friendfliip. 
Take pity on me> then, in the trouble you have 
brought upcfn m^ As you have begun, conti« 
iiue to tSm me ; fuftain my drooping fpirits> 
and think for her who can no longer think for 
herfelf. You can read this heart that loves you, 
you know it better than I ; leam then my diffi- 
culties, and choofe in my ftead, fince I have 
jio ionge? the power to will, nor the reafon to 
choofe for myfelf. 

• Read over the letter of that generous En- 
glilhman : read it, my dear, again and again. 
Are you not afFeikd by tlie charming pifture he 
has drawn of that hapj^inefji which love, pcace> 
and virtue have yet in ftore for your friend ? 
How ravilhing that union of fouls'! What in- 
cxpreffiblc delight it affords, even in the midft 
of remorfci Heavens ! how Vould my heart re^ 

joice 
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joice in conjugal fidicityl And is innocence 
and bajvpinefo yet in my power J May 1 hope * 
to expire Vith love and joy, in the embraces of 
a beloved lmfl>and, amidft the dear pledges of his 
tendernefs ! Shall I hefitaie then a moment, 
and not fly to repair my faults in the arms of 
<iim vho fedttced mc to commit them ? Why 
do 1 delay to become a virtuous and chafte mo* 
ther of an endearing £amtly ?--Qh ! that my pa- 
reiits could but fee me .thus raifcd out of my 
degenej^acy ! That they might but fee how well 
I would acquit myfelf, in my turn, of thofc fa* 
cred duties they have difcharged towards me !— 
And your's! ungrateful, unnatural daughter 
(might they not fay) who fhall difcharge your's 
to them, when you are fo ready to forget them ? 
Is it by plunging a dagger into the heart of 
your own mother, that you^ prepare to become 
a mother ypurfeif? Can llic, who diflionours 
her own family^ te^ch her children to refpeft 
their*s ? Go, unworthy pbjeAof the blind fond- 
pefe of youf doting pit^ents ! Abandon them to 
their grief for having given you birth ; load 
their old age with infamy, ^nd bring thpir grey 

hairs with forrow to th> grave. ^— Go, and 

^njoy, if thou canft^ a happinefs pu.rchafcd at 
fuch a price. 

Good God ! what horrors furround me ! 
i^all I fly by ftealth from my native country, dif- 
honour my famUy, abandon ^t once father, mo- 
ther, friend^, relations, and even^ou, my dear 
^lara; you, Boy |;entle friend, fo w^cll bcloyed of 
O 5 my 
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my heart : you, who from our carKcft infancy 
have hardly even been abfent from me a day — 
Ihall I leave you, lofe you, never fee you more ? 
— — Ah, no ! May never— —How wretched^ 
how cruelly affli6lcd is your unhappy friend ! 
She fees before her a variety of evils; and nothing 
remains to yield her confolation. — ^But, m^ mind 
•wanders — fo manyconfli6ts furpafsmy ftrengih^ 
and peiplex my reafon : I lofe at onee my forti- 
tude and underftanding. I have no hope but ith 
you alone. Advife me — choofe for me— orleav«, 
me to perifh in perplexity and defpain. 



LET T E R LXX. 

ANSWER TO THE P.RECEDINip.^ 

X HERE is too juft caufe, my dear EIoi(av, 
for your perplexity : I forefaw, but could not 
prevent it : I feel^ but cannot remove it r 
nay, what is ftilT wojrfe in your unhappy litua- 
tion, there is no one that can extricate you but 
yourfelf. Were prucfence- only required, friend-^ 
fhip might poflibly retieve^your agitated mind ; 
were it only neceffary to choofe the good fnom 
the evil, miftake;i palEon might be oyer-ruledT 
by difinterefted advice. But in your cafe, what- 
ever fide you take, nature both authorifes and 
condemns you ; reafon, at the fame time, com- 
mends and blames you; dutyisfilent, or con- 
tradifls itfelf ; the cbhfequences are equally to 
be dreaded on one part or the othe-r : in the mean 

' while. 
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"^nMe, you can neither fafrfy choofe nor remain 
nndetermined ; you have nothing but evils to 
take your choice of, and your heart is the only 
proper judge vrhich of them it can beft fupport. 
I own the importance of the deliberation fright- 
ens, and extremely affli6ts me. Whatever de- 
ftiny you prefer,, it ^vill be ftill unworthy of 
you; and, as I can neither point out your duty, 
nor conduit you to happinefs, I have not the cou- 
rage to decide for you. This is the firft refufal 
you ever met with from your friend ; and I feel, 
by the pain it cofts me, that ;t will be the laft : 
but I fliould betray your confidence, fhould I 
tal;^ upon me to rfirfeft you in an affair, about 
which prudence itfelf is filent ; and in which, 
your beft and only guide is your own inclination. 

Blame me not wrongfully, Eloifa, nor c6tt^* 
demn me too foon. I know there are friends fo 
circumfpeft that, not to exoofe themfclves to 
confequences, they reftife to give their advice oa 
difficult occafions, and by that referve but in- 
creafe the danger of thofe they Ihould ferve. 
Think me not one of thofe; you will fee prefently 
if this heart, lincerely your's, is capable of fuch 
timid precautions: permit me, therefore, inftead 
of advifing you in your affairs, to mention a lit- 
tle of my own. 

Have you never obferved, my dear, how much 
every one who knows you is attached to your 

perfon ? ^That a father or mother fhould be 

.fond of an only daughter is not at all furprifingi 
that an amorous youth fhould be inflamed by a 

lovely 
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' lovely objeft is alfo as little extraordinary ; but 
that, at an age of fedatenefs and maturity^ a 
jnan of fo folid a difpofiiion as Mr. Wolmar 
fliould be taken with you at firft fight; that a 
V'hole family fhould be unanimous to idolife 
you; that you fHould be as- much the darling 
of a man fo little afTeftionate as my father, and 
perhaps 'more fo than any of his own children; 

,that friends, aciquaintance, domeftics, n^igh- 
bours, that the inhabitants of a whole town, 
fliould unanimoufly join in admiring and refpe6}- 
ing you ; this, my dear, is a concurrence of 
circumftances more extraordinary ; and which 
could not have happened, diH you not pc^efs 
fomething peculiarly engaging. Do you know, 
Eloifa, what this fomething is ? It is neither 
your beauty, your wit, your affability, nor any 
thing that is underftood by the talent of pleafing: 
but it is that tendernefs of heart, that fweetnefs oF 
difpofition, that has no equal ; it is the talent of 
loving others, my dear, that makes you fo uni- 
verfally beldved- Every other charm may be with- 
ftood,but benevolence is irrefiftible ; and there is 
no method f j fure to obtain the love of others, 
as that of having an affeftion for them. There 
are ar thoufand women more beautiful; many 
are as agreeable ; but yOn alone poffefsi with all 
that is agreeable, that feducing chairm, which 
-not only pleafes, but affefts and ravifhes every 
heart. It is eafily perceived that your's requefts 
only to be accepted, and the delightful fympa* 
thy it pants after files to reward it in turn. 

You 
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•Youfee,for inftance, with furprife, the in* 

credible afFe^ion Lord B ,has fpr your 

friend: you fee hisz^alfor yourbappinefs; yo^ 
receive with admiration his generous offers; 
you attribute them to his virtue only. " My dear 
coufin, you are nsAfaken. God forbid I (hould 
extenuate his Lordftrip's beneficence^ or under- 
value his greatnefs of fouJ! bui, believe me^. 
his zeal, difinterefted as it is, would/belefs fer- 
vent, if under the fame circumftances he had tov 
do with different people* It is the irrcfiftible 
afcendant you and your friend hav^ over him. 
that, without his perceiving it, determines his 
refolution, and makes him do that out of affec- 
tion, which he imagines proceeds only from mo- 
tives of gencrofity. This is what always will 
be e&^ed by minds of a certain tenaper. They 
transform, in a manner, every other into' their 
ownlikencfs; having a fphere of aftivity where- 
in nothing can refift their po^fcr^c , It is impof* 
iible to know without imitating them, while 
from their own foblime elevation they attra6i all 
, that are about them. It is for this reafon, my 
, dear, that neither you aor your fxicnd will per- 
haps ever know mankind ; for you will rather 
fee them fuch as you model them, than fuch 
as they are in themfelves. You lidU lead the way 
for all thofe among whom you live; others will 
either imitate or fly from you ; and perhaps you 
will meet with nothing in the world iimtlar to 
what yofi have hitherto feen. 
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I^t us come now to m-yfelf ; to me whom the 
tie of confanguinity, a fimilarity of age, and 
above all, » perfcft confoi-mhy of tafte and hu- 
mour, with a very oppofite temperament, hnvc 
united to you from your infancy^ 

Cpnpumti eran gV aUergbl^ 
Ma piu comghtnti i c«ri I 
Comformt ira f etati, 
M» V penJUr piu eonforme- 

By birch in perfon clofe sdlied,. 

Yet dofer dill in mind ! 
Near in our ye&rt, yet in our thought* 

More intimately join'd. 

. What, think you, has been the effeft of tliat 
captivating influence^ which is fek by every 
one that approaches you, on her who has been 
intimate with you from her childhood > Can 
you think there fabfilfe between us but an 
ordinary connexion ? Do not mine eyes com- 
municate their fparkling joy in meeting your's ? 
Do you not perceive in my heart the pleafure 
of partaking your pains, and lamenting with 
you ? Can I forget tha4, in the firft tranfports 
of a growing paffion, my Criendfhip was never 
difagreeable ; and that the complaints of your 
lover could never prevail on you to fend me 
from you, or prevent me from being a witnefs 
to your weaknefe ^ This, my Eloifa, was a 
pritical juncture. I am fenfible how great a 
bcrifice you made to modefty, in ms^ing me 
lic^uainted with an error I happily efcaped. 

Never 
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Never (hould I have been your confident had I 
been but half your friend — no, our fouls felt 
themfelves too intimately united for anything 
ever to part them. 

What is it that makes the friendfhlp of wo- 
men, I mean of thofe who are capable of 
love, fo lukewarm and fhort-lived ^ It is the 
interefts of love — it is the empire of beauty- 
it is the jealoufy of conqueft. Now, if any 
thing of that kind could have dividec| us, we 
fhould have been already divided. But, were my 
heart lefs infenfible to love, were I even ignorant 
that your afFe6lions are fo deeply rooted as to 
end but with Kfe, your lover is my friend, my 
brother: who ever knew the ties of a fincere 
friendfhip broken by thofe of lave ? As for 
Mr. Orbe, he raary be long enough proud of your 
good opinion^, before it will give me the leaft 
uneafinefs ^ nor have I any ftronger inclination 
to keep him by violence, than you have to take 
him from- me. Would to heaven I could cure 
y<)u of your paffibn, at the expenfe of his ! 
Though I keep him with pleasure, I fhould with 
greater pkafure refign him. 

With regard to ray perfoi>, I may make what 
pretenfions I pleafe to beauty; you will not 
fet yourfelf in competition with me ; for I am 
fure it will never enter into your head to de- 
fire to know which of us is the handfom^ft. t 
muft confefs, I have not been altogether fo 
indifferent on this head ; but knew how to 
live place to your fuperiority, without the leaft 

mortification.. 
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mortification. Mcthinks I am rather proud 
than jealous of it ; foi- as the charms of your 
features are fuch aa \yould not become mine^i 
Ihey take nothing from. me, whereajs I think 
myfelf handfomc in your beauty, aihiable in 
your graces, and adorned with your talents; 
thus, 1 pride myfelf in your perfe6)?iony, and 
admire myfelf the mod in you. I fhall never 
choofe^ however, to give pain on my own ac- 
count ; being fuflB.ciently handfome in myfelf for 
any ufe I have for beauty- Any thing more is 
needlefs ; and it requires not much humility to 
yield the fuperiority to you. 

You arc doubtlefs impatient to know, to what 
purpofe is all this preamble. It is to this— I 
cannot give you the advice you requcft. I bav€ 
given you 'my reafons for it; but, notwithftand- 
ing this, the choice you fhall make for yourfelf 
will at the fame ti^e be that of yo4r friend ; 
for, whatever be your fortune, 1 ausi refolvcd 
to accompany you^ and partake of it. If you 
go, I follow you* If you ftay, fo do I. I have 
formed a determined a,nd unakerabk refolution. 
It is my duty, nor fhall any thing prevent me. 
My fatal ii^dulgieace to your p^$on has been 
your ruin : your d^ftiny o|igbt> therefore^ t^ W 
mine; and^ as we have been inCeparable from 
our cradles, we ought to be fo to the grave. — r— 
I forcfee you will i\i\xik this an abfurd proje6^ ; 
It is, however, at hotj^op, a more difcreet oi^e, 
perhaps^ than you paay imagine : X have ftot th^ 
^^Wttfi ittotivas for douht %«kd ixa?^folij|i©^ ap y€>u 

have. 
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have* In the firfi place, ai to my family ; if 
I leave an eafy father, I leave an indifferent one, 
who permits his children to do juft as they pleafe, 
more through negleft than indulgence : for you 
know he interefts himfelf much more in the af- 
fairs of Europe than his own, and that his . 
daughter is much lefs the obje6l of his concern 
than the Pragmatic SanSion. I am befides not 
like you, an oply ehild, and fliallbc hardly miffed 
among thofe that remain. 

It is true, I leave a treaty of marriage juft on 
the point of being brought to a condufion. 

Manco male, my dear ; it is the affair of Mr. 

Orbe, if he loves me, to confole himfelf for the 
difappointment. For my part, although I efteem , 
his charafter, am not withdut affeSion for his 
perfon, and regret in his lofs a very honeft man, 
he is nothing to me in comparifon to Eloifa. ^ 
Tell me, is the foul of any fex i I really ean- 
not perceive it in mizle. I may ha^e my fancies, 
but very little of love. A hulband might be ufe- 
ful to me; but he would never be any thing to 
Gie but a hulband ; and that ar girl who is not 
.ugly may find every where. But, take caret my / 
.dear coulin, althotijgh J do nothefitate,.! do not 
fay that you ought not; nor would I infinuate 
th^tyou fhould refolve to do what Jam refolved 
to imitate* There b a wide difference between 
you and me ; and your duty b mach fevercr 
ilian mine. You know that aoi unparalleled 
affeftion for you poffeffes iay heart, and almoft 
jftiSes every othcy fefitimcnt. From my infancy 

I have 
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I have been attached to you by an habitual and 
irrefiftible impulfe; fo that I perfeflly love no 
one elfe ; and if I have (ome fow ties of nature 
and gratitude to break through, I fhall be en- 
couraged to doh by your example. I Ihaflfay 
to myfelf, I have but imitated Hoifa^ andihaitl 
• think myfelf juftlfied^-. . 



BILLET.. 

BLOiSA To CLARAk 



X Underftilnd you, my dear Clara, and thank 
ypu. For oncev al lead I will 'do my duty ; and 
fliall not be totally uuMitorthy of your friendfliip. 



SETTER LXXL 

ELQISA TO LORDS . 

X O U R lordlhip's laft letter has affefled me 
in the higheft degree with- admiration and grati- 
tude ; nor will my friend, who is honoured with 
.your protcftion, be lefs fo, when he knows the 
obligations you would have conferred on ui* 
The unhappy, alas ! only know the value of be- 
nevolent minds. We had before but too many 
reafons to acknowledge that of your's, whofe 
heroic virtue will never be forgotten, though 
after this it cannot furprife us.. 

How fortunate Ihould I think myfelf to live 
under the aufpices of fo generous a friend, and 
to reap frcaa your benevolence that happinefs 

which 
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;which fortune has denied vie. But I fee, my 
lord,. I fee with defpahv your good delignswill 
be fruftrated ! my cruel deftiny will* counteraft 
your friendfliip ; and the delightful profpcft of 
the bleffings you ofFei to ray acceptance ferves 
only to render their lofs more fenfiblei You 
offer a fecure and agreeable retreat to two per- 
fecuted lovers; you would render their paffion 
legitimate, their union facred; and I know that, 
under yourprote61ion, I could eafily elude the 
purfuits of my irritated relations^ Tlvis would ' 
complete our love, but would it enfure our 
felicity ? Ah ! no : if you would have Eloifa 
contented and happy, give her an afylum yet 
more fecure, an afylum from fhame and re- 
pentance. You anticipate our wants, and, by 
an unparalleled generofity, deprive yourfelf of 
your own fortune to beftow on us. More weal- 
thy, more honoured by your benevolence thai* 
my own patrimony, I may recover every thing I 
have loft, and you will condefccnd to fupply the 
place of a father.— Ah I my lord, fhall I be 
worthy of another father when I abandon him 
whom nature gave me ? 

This is the fource of the reproacheft my 
wounded confcience makes me> and of thofe 
fecret pangs that rend my heart. 

I do not enquire whether I have a right to 
difpofe of myfelf contrary to the will of thofe 
who gave me birth; but whether I can do it 
without involving them ia a mortal affli6lion ; 
whether I can abandon them withoutt bringin^g^ 

thear 



33^ E L O I S A. 

them to defpair ; vdiether, alas ! . I have a right 
to take away their life *^ who. gave me mine? 
How long has the virtuous mind taken upon it- 
fclf thus to balance the rights of confanguinity 
and laws of nature? Sinccwhcn has> the feel- 
ing heart prefumed thus .nicely to diftinguifli 
the bounds of iiliall gratitude? Is it not a 
crime to proceed in qoeftioning our duty to 
its fery utmoft: lhmts?> Will any one fo 
fcrupuloofly enquire into its extent, unlefs 
they arc tempt'ed to go beyond it? Shall 
I cruelly abandon thofe by whom I live and 
breathe*— thofc who fo tenderly preferve the life 
and being they gave me — thofe who have no 
hope,,no pleafure, but in me? A father near 
fixty yeaiSL of age ! A mother weak and lan- 
guifhing !^ I their only child ! Shall I leave 
them^ without help in the folitude and troubles 
of old age ; at a time when I fhould exercife 
towards them that tender folicitude they have 
laviihed on me ? Shall I involve their latter 
days in fhame and forrow? Will not my troubled 
confcience inceffantly upbraid me, and repre- ' 
fent my defpairing parents breathing out their 
Jeft in curfes on the ungrateful daughter that 
forfook and diUDonoured them ? — No, my lord, 
virtue, whofc paths I have foWaken, may in 
turn abandon me, and no longer a6luate my 
heart; but this horrible idea will fupply its dic- 
tates, will follow, w ill torment me every hour 
©f my life, and make me mtferable, in the midft 
of kappinefs. In a word, if I am doomed to 

be 
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be unhappy the reft of my days, I will run the 
rifque of every other remorfe ; but this is too 
horrible for me to fupport- I confcfe, I cannot 
invalidate your arguments. I hav^ but too great 
an inclination to think them juft : but, my lord,, 
( you are unmarried; dwi't you think a man ought 
\ to be a father himfelf, to advife the children of 
j others? As to me, I am determined what to 
do: my parents will make me unhappy, I know ^ ^ 
they^will: but it will be lefs hard for me to fup* 
port my own mifery than the thought of hav- 
ing been the caufe of their'3; for which reafon, 
I will never forfake my father's houfe. Begone, 
then, ye fweet and flattering illufions 1 Ideas of 
fo defirable a felicity ! Go, vanifh like a dream : ' 
for fuch I will ever think ye. And you, too' 
generous friend, lay afide your agreeable defigns, 
and let their remembrance only remain in the 
bottom of a heart, too grateful ever to /orget 
them. If our misfortunes, however, are not too 
great to dHcourage your noble mind ; if -your 
generofity is not totally exhaufted, there is yet 
a way to exercife it with reputation, ind he, 
whom you honour under the name of friend, may 
-under your care be deferving of it. Judge not 
of him by the fituation in which you now fee 
him ; this extravagance is not the efFtft of pufil- 
lanimity, but of an ambitious and fufccptible dif- 
pofition making head againft adVerlity. There 
is often more infenfibility than fortitude in ap- 
parent moderation : common men know no- 
thing of violent fprrow, nor do great paffions 

ever 
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ever break out in jyeak minds. He poffcffes all 
that energy oi fentiment which is the charaSer- 
iftic of a Aoble foul ; and which is, alas ! the 
caufe of my prefent defpair. Your lordfhip 
may indeed -believe me, had he been only a com- 
tnon man, Eloifa had not been imdone. 

No, my Lord, that fecret prepoffeffion in his 
favour which was fallowed by our imanifeft 
efteem^ did not deceive you. 'He is worthy of 
all you did for him before you were acquainted 
with his merit; and you will do more for him, 
if poffible, as you know him better. Yes, be 
your lordfhip his comforter, his patron, his 
friend, his father; it is both for your own fake 
and his I conjure you t6-this ; he will juftify 
your confidence, be will honour your benefac- 
tions, he will pr-a6life your precepts, he will 
imitate your ^virtues, and will learn your wif- 
dom. Ah! my lord, if he fliould become in 
your hands what he is capable of being, you will 
liave reafon to be jproud ^^our charge. 



A 



LETTER LXXIL 

FROM E LOIS A. 



ND do you, 4oo, my ^car friend ! my 
only hope ! do you come to wound afrefh my 
heart, oppreffed already with a load of forrowi 
I was prepared to bear the fhocks of adverfity ; 
long has my foreboding heart announced their 
coming.; and iJhould have fupporttd them vnt\i 

patience; 
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padfrnce; but you, for whom I fufTer! infup* 
portable ! I am ftruck with horror to feje my 
forrows aggravated by one who ought to alle- 
viate them. What tender confolations did not 
I promife myfelf to receive from you ? But alt 
are vanifhed with your fortitude ! How often 
have I not flattered myfelf, that your magnani- 
mity would ftrengthea my weaknefe; that your 
deferts would efface my error; and your elcvat- ^ 
ed virtues raife up my debafed mind ! How 
many times have Tnotdried upmy tears, faying 
to myfelf, I fuffer for .him, it is true, but he is 
worthy — I am culpable, but he * is ^irtuous-^I - 
have a thoufand troubles, but his conftancy fup- 
ports me ; in his love I find a recompenfe for all 
my cares. Vain imagination! on the firft trial 
thou haft deceived me 1 Where is now that 
fublime paffion which could elevate your fenti- 
ments, and difplay your virtues ? What is be- 
come of thofe high-boafted maxims? your 
imitation of great examples? Where is that 
philofopher whom adverlity coiild not fhake, yet 
falls before the firft accident that parts him from 
his miftrefs? How fhall I hereafter excufe my 
ill-condu6l to myfelf, when4n him that feduced 
me, I fee a man without courage^ effeminate ; 
one whofe weak mind finks under the firft re- 
verfe of fortune, and abfurdly renounces his rea- 
fon the moment he has occalion to make ufe of 
it ? Good God! that in my prefent ftate of hu- 
miliation I fhould be reduced to blufh foi* my 
choice, as much as for my weaknefs. 

Reflea 
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Reflcft a little--^nk how far you for|ct 
yourfelf^ can your 'wandering and impatieirt 
mind ftoop folow as to be guilt]^ of cruelty? 
Do you prefume to reproach me ? Do you com* 
plain of mei— complain of Eloifa ! Barbarous 
•man ! Hpw comes it that remorfe did not 

hold your hand ? why did not the rooft endear- 
ing proofs pf the tender^ paffion that ever 
«xifted deprwe you of the power to infuk me? 
How defpicabk muft be your heart, if it can 
doubt of ^e fidelity of mine !— But no, you do 
not, you cannot xloubt it. I defy your utmolt 
impatience to do this ; nay, even at this inftant, 
while I exprefs my abhorrence of your injufticc, 
you muft fee, too plainly, the caufe of the firft 
emotion of anger I ever, felt in my life. 

Was it youthat aJked me whether I had not 
ruined myfelf by my inconsiderate confidence, 
and if my defigns had not fucceeded? -How 
would you notblufli for fuch crud infinuations, 
if you knew the fond hopes that feduced me, if 
you knew the projects I had formed fm- 6«r mu- 
tual happinefs, and how they Kvt ntnv vanifhed 
wth all my comforts. I dare flatter myfelf ftill, 
you will one day know better, and your re- 
morfe amply levenge yo-ar reproaches. You 
know my father's prohibition ; you are not ig- 
norant of the public talk ; I foixfew the confe- 
quenccs; I had them reprefented to you by my 
comfin : you were as fenfiblc of tlicra as we, and 
for our jniutual prefeTvation it was neceffary to 
fubmit to a-feparatiOOt 

I, there- 
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I, therefore, drove, you >^away, as youinjiki 
rioufly term it. But fot wfarofe faktf was 1 in- 
duced to thisf . Have you no delicacy ?. Un- - 
grateful man! it was for the fake; of- a heart 
infenfible of its own worth,* and that would ra« ' 
tber die a thouHrad deaths than fee'me rendered 
infamous; Tell me, what would become, of . 
you,' if I were given up to> ihdine? ;Do you ,'. 
think you could fupport my difhonouiv? Come^ , 
crud as you are, if you think fo^ • come, and . 
receive the Sacrifice of my reputation with.thi^ / 
fame fortitude as I will dfier it up. .; Come back^ , 
nor fear to^be difclaimed by her to whom you i 
were always dear. J am ready to 4edare, in , 
the face of heaven and ^arth, the engagements . 
of our mutuaJ palfion; I :im ready boldly^ to 
deelare 70U my lover, 'and to expire in your arms 
with affc<Sioh and fhacne. . I had rather the 
whole^* world * fliduld know my tendernds /than .. 
that you fliould one moment doubt it s tho ihafts . . 
of ignominy wound -^iiot r>fo ^ deep . as your ( re^ - 
prpachei. - ' . 

I conjure you, ? let t» for ever put an end to • 
thefe reciprocal complaints ; they are tome in« 
tolerable^ .Good heavens ! how^an thofe who ? 
love each other delight in quarrelling r and lofe ^ 
in. tormenting themielves thofe ' moments inir. 
whieh: they Aahd in need of itouttal confohu i 
tionJ Noi my friend, "what end docs it fervc/^ 
to affcA a difagreement which does not fobfiftj . 
Let us complain of' ^rtuite, but ^not of^^love^ , 
Never did it form a more perfeA^ a more laftlng^ %, 
[^ yoL. I. P unipnj 



j338 E I. O I S 4. 

Vttion^ Wf foul^ are too io^in^tely blended ever 
to be &par^ted : mr c;mi we live apart from eairb 
otberi but A$ twp p^rts of ooe being. How i^ 
it^ then^ thai yov only feel yoiiir own grie£s I 
Why do you not fymp^thife vritb t^qfe of your 
finend? Why dp you no^ perceive in your 
breaft the htart-folt fighs of ber's ? Alas ! tbey 
are noore afieAiog tb^n your ixppaiSoned ra^ 
vinga ! If you partook of my f^geriugs, ypu 
vrould CTCQ iDOxc feverdy fc^l them tb^n ypur 
own. 

Tou £iy your fituaiion i| deplorable I Thin^ 
of Eloifa't^ and lament pply fpr her. Con^d^r^ 
in our common misfgrtupej tbe di^crent ftate of 
your kx and rnine^ and judge wblch is pipft de<> 
plorable. Affeiled by viplent paiJ^pos^ to pre-^ 
tend to be infcnfible ; a prey to a tboui'and / 
griefiiy to be obliged to appear chearfui and con-/ 
tent ; to have a fercnc coupt^nance with an agi-» 
fated mind } to fpcajlf; ^liy^ys contrary to one'f) 
thoughtt } to diiguife all we feel ; to be deceitfui^ 
through obligation, and to fpeak untruth tbrpugh 
modefty I fuch if the habitual fituaiion of every 
young woman of my age. Tl^us we pafs tho . 
prime of our youtb^ under th^ tyranny of de- 
corum, vrhkh is at length ^ggrs^vated by tba^ 
of our parentSi in forcing ps ipto ao unfpit^blp 
carriage. la y^ip^ ho^Bi^vtrf wppld m^n Ijiy 9 
Mftraint on the ineUuations; tlvf he?rt gives 
hm toitfidf; it eludex tb^ ft^klc^ pf flaa^^ 
9ftd Uftow itftlf al k$ <mn piefUpre. 
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^Ibggcd with a yoke of irpji, wbi^H he^vepi 
.4<>jes^ npt ia^pofp on i^s, they unite the body 
without the foul; tbe^prfou and th^ i^clina-- 
tions are Cbparai^Iy. engaged^ and an uohappy 
v^im is forced, into guilt, bjr» obliging her to 
f nter into a facred cngagemeptj which ihe wai^ts^ 
ip w^refpeft or ochcri au ^ff^nrUl power to« 
ful$|. Are there pot fbipe young women more 
difcreet ? • Alas I I know there are. They arc 
thofe th^t hs^v^ nev^ lo?ed!. Peace be i^ith 
them I Th^y have withftood that fatal paifion ! 
I would alfb have refif^ iu They are more 
,virtu9usl Do th^ylove virtue better than I? 
Had it not been for you, for • you alone,; I had * 
ever luv^d it.— |s it then true that I lo?c virtue 
n^ long^ ?T-— T^U it ypu that hath ruined xue», 
md is it I ^hp muft cpqlole jj^u i Cut what 
will become »of n^^ ? ^ The confolation of friend- 
ibip i^ weak. . ^here that of love is wanting I 
Who then cau give me conxfo^ct in my afflidti- 
. pfi ? . With . wha.t ^ dreadful fituation am I 
thr^t^npd?. ly who, fpr. having committed a 
.cri^?, fee myfelf ready to be plunged into a 
. pew fccn^ of guilt, bij entering imp an ab- 
horred, and perhaps ipevitahle lu^r^iage ? Where 
fliftll I .^^^ t^^s fu^ient to^ «ip.uru n>y guilt 
a^ laoacn^ V^f U^ver, if J yield ? On the other 
hjind, how pxa}l I find f efolution^ in my prcfent 
4^f«tfllw fff n^i^d, tp refift i Mcthinks, I fee. 
jilrcady th^ fury of ^ incenfed father ! I feci 
iwyfelf ^ready. niov^d by the cries of nature I I 
Iffil my h<Mrt-ftri§g^ torn by t^if pangs of Ipve. 
Pa. Deprived 
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Dqjrived of ihce, lam without rcfourcc, vritV 
omfopport, without hope; the paft is difgracc- 
ful, the prefent affliaJng, and the future terrible. 
I" thought I had done ctcry thing for our hap— 
pincfs, but we are only made more miierabley 
^7 preparing the way for a more cruel repara- 
tion . Our fleeting, picafure is paft, while the 
remorfe it occafioned remains, and the fhamc 
that overwhelms me is without alleination. 

It belongs to me, to me alone^ to he weak, 
and miferablc. Let mc then weep and fufter;, 
my tears are ineXbauftiUe at my fault is irre- 
parable,, while time, that fbvereign cure for aU 
moft every thing, bringsf to mc only new mo- 
tivci for tears : but you, who have no violence 
to £ear, who are unmoriified by (hame> whom 
nothing confttains to difguife yourfentiments-: 
you, who have only jufl- tailed misfortune, and ' 
pofleiB at leaft your former, virtues unblemifhed;. 
how dare you demean yourfelf fo far, as to figh. 
and (oh like a woman, or betray your impa- 
tience nke a madman ? Have not I merited 
contempt enough on your account without 
your ihcreafing it, by making yourfelf con- 
temptible; without overwhelming me at once 
with my own infamy and your's ? Recall then 
your refolution ; learn to bear your misfortunes^ 
and be like a man: be yet, if I darfe to fay 
fo, the lover of Eloift. If I am no longer 
worthy to animate yotir courage, remember at 
leaft, what I once was. Deferve, . then, what 
for your fake I have ceafed to be } andj thougii 
- • yott 
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youbave dUhoxuwredme^ncei xl<>^Tiot -dtflio- 
uout me agarb.-?-No,\my beftiifriend, It is hot 
you that I^difcov^sixia 4^tae&niiAate letter, 
wrhicli I would JForgct for^cverV ahd (Which'I * 
took upoH-already as difiDwned by you. . I hope, 
debafed and confufed as J am/ J dare hope, the 
remembrance of me does'HOt Jnfpare- feritiments . 
fo bafe^; Jjiit that famtnorc refpcftcd by a heart 
it was in my power *to ififlame> and that I fhall 
nbt h^vp addkional caufb; ta reproach .myfelf ia . 
your^weakocfoi , 

Happy in your ^tnisfortune;^' , you have met 
with^the ifu>ft'Valu«ble ra:ompcnfe that was ever 
knovm tO' a fulcepttblrniind. , Heaveny in* your 
adverflty, has given^^otrra friend ;• and has made 
it doubtful whether swhat it-has beftowed is not , 
a greater l^flingthan ibat which-ttiias deprived 
yba of. Lo:ve an(}* reipeA that too-^generoi^ 
manj who, at the exp^nfe -of hk own cafe, 
c^ndeTcends'- to intereft himfelf in your- peace 
and prefer vat ion. How would you- be affeAed, 
if you knew every thing he would have done 
ibr you;! Buit what fignifies exciting your gra- 
titude to aggravate your affli6tion ? Yoii have 
no need to be informed how much he loves you^ 
to know his worthy and you cannot refpcA 
him as lie defcrves without loving him as y<ni 
ought. 
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BETTER tXSaiL. 

FROM CLillti. 

X OyH paffioi^ pr^gpi^ ; Qvev you* ddi^cf ^ , 
^^ yo^i.kaow b^t^cfhoinr ^q, fv%» th?.o to' 
jqiiake s| mqr^t of your fpffcring?. You. would 
otl^qrwifc never h^v^ wr^ttea In a ftuai^ q( re-» 
jrpach taEloifa^ ^i^ her pjrcf(?Qt (itus^ion, Bp- 
caufe yw^^r? ^ncs|fy, tirijly^ y^^ muft ^gravatc 
her uncafinefs^ which is greater tl^aa y9Uf's. I ^ 
Ja^i^e toI4 y^^u.a thoufand rtm^ lta| I ^ever faw. 
^ grvii^bAipg a lo^craf ypu: arfwayst ready to 
4ifm^ a,hov^ nothing, ..Ipve is to yp^^ ilato qf r 
warfare; pr^ if fpo^timcf yoyafe ^li^le traft^ 
^\>\Cir it is only ^hai you mi^y h^ye ap pppp»|unity . 
19 complain of haying been fp. I}ow diffigrue- 
^bl« Hiuft be fuch lgvef§,{ ^qd ho^ happy d^ I : 
think-^myfctf ^p ^^i^^ k^y'mB li?d a^y o^v A^ 
5IS I opuJd difmift whe^ I pje^fpd, yirithoot ^ 
t^^r being ft^d oja either fi^^ I 

You muft ^l^angf jspQir wne> fepiipYc m^ i( 
-you wo^Id h<iv^ Eloifii furviye twr pi^efcnt dl- 
ftrefs : it is too nmch fpr hicr to fupport her own 
rgri^f and yp^r difpte?fure, J^e^r^ for once to 
ioothc her too fttfc^ptiWc k^m : you ow« h^r ihe 
:iDoft tender confglai^n ; snd pughl to be afraid 
left you fhouid aggravate your misfortua^ l^ 
lamenting it. At leaft, if you muft complain. 
Tent your complaints againft me, who am the 
only caufe of your reparation. Yes, my friend 
jrougaefl^d ri^f: Ifuggefted*to her the part 
f her 



E l4 Q I S Ay 34^ 

lierhonOHr and fecuHtjr required her^ to t^e;. 
or ratjxer I qWiged her tO' t^he it, by. cxagr 
gerating her danger: I prevailed: ^q OA yp^ 
to deparCi and we all h?ve bpt done, our diuj. 
I did more, hpweyejr»^^^, thisw. X^p/e vented 
her froin accf^pting tSc offers of Lord r- ; 
I have prevented your being, happ]^ i but the 
happinefs of Eloifa is dearer to. me than ypur's^ 
I knew (he could not be happy after leaving her 
parents to fhame and defpair ; and I can hapdly 
comprehend, with regard to yourfelf, what kind 
of happinefs you can taile at the expenfe of 
her's. Be that what it will» fuch has been my 
conduft and offenfe *, and iince you delight ia 
quarrelling with thofe you love, you fee the 
occafion you have to begin with me alone : if 
in this you do not ceafe to he ungrateful, you 
will at leaft ces^fe to be unjuft. For my part^ 
in whatever manner you behave to me^ I ihall 
always behave the fame towards you: fo long 
as Eloifa loves you, you will be d^r to me, and 
more I cannot fay. I am not forry that I never 
oppofed or favoured your pafiion. The diiin- 
terefted friendfhip which always aAuated me ia 
that affair julli£es me equally in what I have 
done for and againft you i and if at any time I ^ 
interefted myfelf In your paffion more perhaps 
than became me, my heart fufficiently excufed 
jme. I ihall never bluih for the fervicesi was 
able to do my friend, nor j(hall reproach myfelf 
becaufe they we^fe ufelefi • I have not forgot 

what 
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what fou formerly tanght me, of the fortitude 
of the wife* man under misfortunes ; and fency 
I could remind you of Several maxims* to that 
purpofe: but I have. learned, by thr«xamf>Ie of 
Eloifa, that a girtof nfipage is, to a philofopher^ 
a bad preceptor, and a daiigcrous ptipil. . 
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